Objectives: After analyzing primary source documents, students will demonstrate their
creativity as they distill factual information and write original songs, raps, or poems and create a
documentary about Freedom Summer in 1964.

The Freedom Summer lesson plan is adaptable for grades 8-12.

Curricular Connections
¥ @ Grade 8 RI1,2,3,4,56,8,9;,W3,4,5,8,9;SL 1, 2, 3,4, 5,
8 E 6;1L1,2,3,4,5RH 1,2,4,5,6,8 WHST 4,5,8,9
g g" Grades 9-10 RIL,2,3,4,56,8W3,4,5,8,9;,SL 1,2,3,4,6; L
g g 1,2,3,4,5;RH 1,2,4,5,6,8 WHST 4,5, 8,9
8 E Grades 11-12 RI1,2,3,4,5,6; W 3,4,5,8,9;SL 1,2,3,4,6; L1,
2,3,4,5;RH 1, 2,3,4,5,6,8 WHST 4,5, 8,9
" Mississippi Studies 4a; 4b; 6a
B U.S. History from 2a; 2¢; 4a-d; 7a; 7c
g Post-Reconstruction to the Present
= Minority Studies 2a; 2¢; 2e; 4a
é African American Studies 4b; 4d; 5a; 5b
Problems in American Democracy | 2b; 2d; 5a; 5d

“MDAH has history waiting for you! I've
major respect for the work they do here”

Rose Sanford Wright currently teaches eighth grade U.S. history at Bailey APAC Middle School in Jackson,
Mississippi. This year marks her twenty-eighth year in education. She is the founder and president of The
Savvy Book Club which was voted 2015 Book Club of the Year at the BRBW Literary Festival and the
2012 Book Club of the Year at The Bayou Soul Readers and Writers Conference. She was a participant in
MDAH’s first annual Summer Teachers School in 2015.
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Materials: Freedom Summer Resource Packet; Primary Source Questionnaire.
Procedures:

Activity One: Working with and Understanding Primary Sources

1. Place students in groups of 2-3 and distribute to each group a Freedom Summer Resource Packet.

2. Have students interpret their sources and answer the questions on the Primary Source Questionnaire.
3. Lead a class discussion where students are allowed to share their findings and discuss them as a class.

Activity Two: Sing It!

1. Working individually or in groups, have students identify a topic related to Freedom Summer that interests
them (or assign topics).

2. Write a song based upon factual information about the chosen topic.

3. Remind students of the following:
« Songs, raps, or poems must rhyme (Lines one and two rhyme with each other, lines three and four rhyme

with each other. Or, lines one and three rhyme and lines two and four rhyme.)

o If desired, put the words to music.

4. Allow students to share their songs, raps, or poems with the class.

Activity Three: Roll Camera

1. Place students in pairs and have them research Freedom Summer.

2. From the research they will create a 5-10 minute documentary about Freedom Summer that includes images,
film footage, and original narration.

Extension Activities:

Access additional teacher and classroom resources related to civil rights at http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/learn/
classroom-materials/lesson-plans-and-teaching-units/ including:

«  Civil Rights in Mississippi, a six-lesson teaching unit that includes looks at Mississippi civil rights workers,
the integration of higher education, Freedom Summer, and more.

o The Foner Freedom Summer Papers, a single-day lesson plan that allows students to integrate and evaluate
multiple sources of information presented in the Foner collection (letters, newspaper clippings, etc.) to
establish a coherent story of the events that transpired during Freedom Summer.

o  Foot Soldiers of the Civil Rights Movement, a lesson that examines the role or everyday people such as
Anne Moody and Joan Trumpauer in the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement through primary source
documents.

» Freedom Summer: Free to Vote, Free to Learn, a single-day lesson plan in which students will analyze
how education and voting are a basis for freedom and evaluate how Freedom Schools influenced the
Civil Rights Movement.
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NAME DATE

Primary Source Questionnaire

Directions: Using the Freedom Summer Resource Packet, answer the following questions based on your primary
sources.

Name of Source (if any)

Author (if known) Date (if known)

In 3-5 sentences, summarize the contents of your Resource Packet.

Would these sources be considered national or local news? Why?

What questions do these sources raise in your mind? Give 1-2 examples.

Name 1-2 things that is not stated within the sources but which you can infer.

Copyright 2015. Mississippi Department of Archives and History.



NAME DATE

How do these sources relate to Mississippi history?

How can the information in these sources affect us in the future?

Do you think the information provided in these primary sources is important? Why or why not?

What is one thing you would like to know about Freedom Summer that is not covered in your Resource Packet?
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Freedom Summer Resource Packet

Table of Contents Page Number
Primary Source Packet A (8 documents) 6
Primary Source Packet B (5 documents) 18
Primary Source Packet C (3 documents) 41
Primary Source Packet D (4 documents) 55
Primary Source Packet E (6 documents) 61
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MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY LESSON PLANS
TEACHER EVALUATION
COMPLETE BOTH SIDES AND PLEASE MAIL OR FAX TO THE ADDRESS ON THE NEXT PAGE. THANK YOU!

TEACHER NAME

SCHOOL NAME & ADDRESS

EMAIL (OPTIONAL)

TOTAL NUMBER OF STUDENTS GRADE LEVEL

LESSON TITLE The Primary Sources of Freedom Summer

1. Inyour opinion, did this unit elicit better than average student response; if so, how?

2. Which segments of the unit exceeded your students’ attention span?

3. Will this unit be of assistance to you in developing future classroom activities; if so, how?

4. How did this unit add to your earlier teaching on the same subject?

5. Would this teaching unit be handier to use as a:
____multi-day unit ___multi-week unit ___other

6. Were the activities and lessons appropriate for your students? How?
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Please rate the following lesson materials and activities by circling the appropriate number.
4=excellent, 3=good, 2=average, 1=inadequate

Directions and Notes
Curricular Connections
Student Worksheets
Interactive Activities
Historic Images
References and Resources
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Activity One: Working With and Understanding Primary Sources
Activity Two: Sing It!

Activity Three: Roll Camera

Extension Activities

Overall Unit
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We would appreciate any additional comments on this teaching unit and any suggestions for
improvement. Comments may be entered in the space below.

Museum Division
Mississippi Department of Archives and History
P.O. Box 571, Jackson, MS 39205
Phone: 601-576-6800 Fax: 601-576-6815
outreachprograms@mdah.ms.gov
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