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The 1816 Mississippi Census and Percentages
Objectives
Using census data from 1816, students will find the percentages of the different groups (or 
populations) living in Greene County at that time.

The 1816 Mississippi Census and Percentages lesson and handouts are adaptable for grades 6-7.

Mississippi Department of Education 2011 Curricular Connections
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The 1816 Mississippi Census and Percentages
Objectives:
Using census data from 1816, students will find the percentages of the different groups (or populations) living in 
Greene County at that time.

Materials: Internet access (for the Mississippi History Now article); The 1816 Mississippi Census and Percentages 
Resources; 1816 Greene County Census Worksheet.

Procedures may be adaptable for several grade levels and specific subject matter:

1. Have students read the Mississippi History Now article entitled “Mississippi’s Territorial Years: A Momentous 
and Contentious Affair” by J. Michael Bunn and Clay Williams available at http://www.mshistorynow.mdah.
ms.gov/articles/299/mississippis-territorial-years-1798-1817.

2. Distribute the Mississippi Statehood 1817 Resources and have students use its contents to complete the 1816 
Greene County Census Worksheet.

Extension Activity: Population Distribution Comparison
• Students will compare the 1816 Greene County census to the 1816 Adams County census (or that of any 

other of the teacher’s choice) and discuss possible reasons for their differences. The Adams County census 
can be viewed on the Mississippi Department of Archives and History website at http://www.mdah.ms.gov/
arrec/digital_archives/series/486//.

http://www.mshistorynow.mdah.ms.gov/articles/299/mississippis-territorial-years-1798-1817
http://www.mshistorynow.mdah.ms.gov/articles/299/mississippis-territorial-years-1798-1817
http://www.mdah.ms.gov/arrec/digital_archives/series/486//
http://www.mdah.ms.gov/arrec/digital_archives/series/486//
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Name  ______________________________________________________     Date _______________________

1816 Greene County Census Worksheet

Use the tables below to complete the following questions.

1816 Greene County Territorial Census
Males over 21 277
Males under 21 438
Females over 21 230
Females under 21 391
Free persons of color 1
Slaves 385

Total population 1,722

Total number of 
households

212

Total number of 
households with slaves

67

Total number of 
households with females as 
the head

7

1. What percentage of the total population of Greene County was male?
_____________________________________________________________________________

2. What percentage of the female population was female over 21?
_____________________________________________________________________________

3. What percentage of the total population were slaves?
_____________________________________________________________________________

4. The largest household was that of Robert Witherspoon.  His household included 29 slaves. What percentage of 
the slave population was included in his household?
_____________________________________________________________________________

5. What percentage of households had a female as the head?
_____________________________________________________________________________
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1816 Greene County Census Worksheet Answer Key

1. What percentage of the total population of Greene County was male? 42%

  277 (mo 21)    715  71,500 = 42%
  + 438 (mu 21)   X 100    1,722
  715  (total males)               71,500 

2. What percentage of the total female population was female over 21? 37%

  230 (fo 21)    230  23,000 = 37%
  + 391 (fu 21)   X 100       621
  621  (total females)             23,000 

3. What percentage of the total population were slaves? 22%

  385  38,500 =22%
 X 100    1,722
        38,500 

4. The largest household was that of Robert Witherspoon.  His household included 29 slaves. What percentage of 
the slave population was included in his household? 8%

   29    2,900 =8%
 X 100       385
          2,900 

5. What percentage of households had a female as the head? 3%

     7       700 =3%
 X 100       212
             700 
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The 1816 Mississippi Census and Percentages Resources
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MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY LESSON PLANS
TEACHER EVALUATION

COMPLETE BOTH SIDES AND PLEASE MAIL OR FAX TO THE ADDRESS ON THE NEXT PAGE. THANK YOU!

TEACHER NAME  ___________________________________________________________________________

SCHOOL NAME & ADDRESS  _________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL (OPTIONAL) _________________________________________________________________________

TOTAL NUMBER OF STUDENTS_____________           GRADE LEVEL _________________________________

LESSON TITLE ______________________________________________________________________________

1. In your opinion, did this unit elicit better than average student response; if so, how?

2. Which segments of the unit exceeded your students’ attention span?

3. Will this unit be of assistance to you in developing future classroom activities; if so, how?

4. How did this unit add to your earlier teaching on the same subject?

5. Would this teaching unit be handier to use as a:
___multi-day unit   ___multi-week unit   ___other

6. Were the activities and lessons appropriate for your students?  How?
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Please rate the following lesson materials and activities by circling the appropriate number.
4=excellent, 3=good, 2=average, 1=inadequate

Directions and Notes        4 3 2 1
Curricular Connections       4 3 2 1 
Student Worksheets        4 3 2 1
Interactive Activities        4 3 2 1
Historic Images         4 3 2 1
References and Resources       4 3 2 1

Activity One       4 3 2 1
 Overall Unit       4 3 2 1

We would appreciate any additional comments on this teaching unit and any suggestions for 
improvement.  Comments may be entered in the space below. 

Museum Division
Mississippi Department of Archives and History

P.O. Box 571, Jackson, MS  39205
Phone: 601-576-6800    Fax:  601-576-6815

outreachprograms@mdah.ms.gov


