
L E A R N I N G  L A G N I A P P E :  E D U C A T O R  E X T R A S

Mississippi Department of Archives & History 1L E A R N I N G  L A G N I A P P E :  E D U C A T O R  E X T R A S

S
T

U
D

E
N

T
 E

D
I

T
I

O
N

F O N E R  ( T H O M A S ) F R E E D O M  S U M M E R  P A P E R S
Z / 2 3 1 2 . 0 0 0

http://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/foner

This collection consists of correspondence, a voter registration plan, photographs, and news clippings 
from Thomas Foner’s work as a volunteer with the Mississippi Freedom Summer Project in 1964. The 
collection documents his work with the project and contains substantial information about the conditions 
faced by volunteers during the summer.

Subjects that can be addressed within this Digital Archive:

•	 Civil Rights Movement (national and statewide)
•	 Voting rights 
•	 The murder of James Chaney, Andrew Goodman, and Michael Schwerner
•	 Political activism and political activists
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Directions: Use items from the MDAH Digital Archives entitled Foner (Thomas) Freedom Summer Pa-
pers found at http://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/foner to analyze and interpret the following items. For more 
information about Freedom Summer, explore https://snccdigital.org/events/freedom-summer/ and https://
mshistorynow.mdah.ms.gov/issue/The-1964-Mississippi-Freedom-Schools

Note: Navigate to items by going to http://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/foner, selecting the noted series, click-
ing on the first picture, and then entering the desired item number in the box below the image.

Questions: 

1. Select Series 3 and navigate to Item 13. This is a photo of a large group of people outside of the 
COFO office. 

a. Based on clues in the photo, explain who the people could be and what could be happening. 
Pay attention to the chalkboard in the background and the packages on the ground.

b. What is the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party?

2. Select Series 3 and navigate to Item 17. This is a picture of three signs, read the descriptions below 
the photo. 

a. The second poster refers to the three Freedom Summer workers (James Chaney, Andrew 
Goodman, and Michael Schwerner) who disappeared during the early days of the Freedom 
Summer Project. Their bodies were found several weeks later buried in an abandoned dam 
site.  Why would “pull the lever down” as seen in the photo be relevant to their work in Mis-
sissippi?

http://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/foner
https://snccdigital.org/events/freedom-summer/
https://mshistorynow.mdah.ms.gov/issue/The-1964-Mississippi-Freedom-Schools
https://mshistorynow.mdah.ms.gov/issue/The-1964-Mississippi-Freedom-Schools
http://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/foner
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b. What Mississippi laws does the third sign oppose? Use Foner’s letter in Items 12-15 in Series 
1 and the transcribed letter below.

3. Select Series 2 and view Item 1 and Item 2. These photos describe a program for voter registration 
in Canton. 

a. Describe the process used to increase voter registration. 

b. What major obstacle do the activists face? Why would this pose a major problem?

c. Why would high school teachers make a good target?

d. What is Foner’s definition of success?
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Foner Letter Transcription

[Note: Governor Johnson’s name is actually Paul Burney Johnson Jr. There is no evidence confirming 
President Lyndon Johnson’s relation to Governor Paul Johnson.]

Dear Mom + Dad,  
I am going to relate to you, the among other things the incidents that have occurred in one event-

ful day in one area of Mississippi. Allen Dulles, Dick Gregory and James Farmer arrived in Jackson 
today, and I was part of their COFO escort. They left for Meridian soon after. Also today two children 
in our area were poisoned by candy thrown fro from a white man’s car, one died. Two COFO volun-
teers were jailed on a trumpted [sic] up rape charge. Forty M-1 rifles and one thousand rounds  of am-
munition were stolen from the local National Guard Armory. As I write this letter a Negro church is 
burning down the street; the fire department is nowhere to be found. Two other volunteers have just been 
arrested. Last night a Negro Freedom worker was shot by white hoodlums. He was taken to the white 
University Hospital where he was released a few hours l about an hour later with the slug still in his 
head. Also last night Reverend Smith’s house was shot into at about 1:30 A.M. by white men. The Negro 
guards fired back as the men got into a city [unintelligible] truck. As you can see there is what is tanta-
mount to a race war going on down here. This is but one area, and but one day in this long hot summer. 
It is heartening news to hear that the North is mobilizing a strong protest movement in our defense.  

A letter from the president of the Jackson Mississippi Junior Chamber of Commerce has been 
brought to my attention; It says is it says in part “how could anyone vote to give our Federal Govern-
ment such power?” It is interesting to note against this report a report on the powers the Mississippi 
legislature has given the state government. The legislature has passed bills to prohibit the distribution of 
leaflets calling for economic boycotts; to prohibit picketing of public buildings; to allow police to restrict 
freedom of movement of individuals and groups, to treat as adults juveniles arrested in civil rights cases; 
to sterilize parents of two or more illegitimate children. These are bills to outlaw economic boycotts 
of economic businesses that discriminate, to outlaw passive resistance in demonstrations; to bills to ille-
galize freedom schools and Community Centers, to punish teachers, parents or civil rights workers who 
“entice” minors “to violate the laws and ordinances of the state” by participating in civil rights activities; 
to revoke the charter of integrated Tougaloo College etc. This is just a partial rundown of Mississippi’s 
efforts to curb the activities of her “happy” Negroes and their supporters. Apparently this power exer-
cised by the state government doesn’t worry the local Jaycees. It also seems that these new bills or the 
not-so-new wave of terrorism hasn’t worried the Justice Department or any other Department of our 
Federal Government. I realize that this is an election year and that Ly President Lyndon Baines John-
son doesn’t want to upset his cousin Governor Paul Baines Johnson but that hardly seems reason enough 
to let innocent people get killed, or turn up missing in a “democratic” country. Mississippi is as integral 
a part of our United States as any other part is. None of us are free while Mississippi is a carbon copy 
Union of South Africa. This is why I have definitely decided that I shall stay in Mississippi after the 
summer is over to work for the freedom of our no country, my freedom, and your’s [sic] as well as the 
Negroes [sic] freedom.  

There is a place in Mississippi called Liberty 
There is a department in Washington called Justice 

My address has not been changed, and will not be changed. Start sending me my traveler’s 
checks. show this letter to the kids at the camp so that they can gauge what is happening here.  

Love, 
Tommy
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