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Rule 12.1. Introduction to the Standards

Mississippi history dates back to over 12,000 years ago. The vast majority of that history
is unwritten and becomes known only through the archaeological record. Most often,
archaeological investigations in Mississippi occur in response to federal and state laws
that protect archaeological resources. The Mississippi Department of Archives and
History, serving as the Mississippi State Historic Preservation Office (MSSHPO),
developed these Standards to provide a framework for those activities, as well as
guidance for non-regulatory archaeological studies. In accordance with MS Code § 39-7-
21 (2013), the Board of Trustees adopted the following standards to guide archaeological
excavations in Mississippi. These Standards replace the “Guidelines for Archaeological
Investigations and Reports in Mississippi” established in 2001, and as amended in 2012.
Since that date, there have been many technological advances, advances in archaeological
method and theory, and reevaluation of archaeological practices and procedures in
Mississippi. These Standards will reflect those.

The Standards reflect various goals for Mississippi archaeology:

1. Ensure that archaeological studies meet high professional research standards.

»

Identify important archaeological sites that contribute to our understanding of
Mississippi’s pre-contact and post-contact history.

Protect important archaeological sites, or when appropriate, gain information.
Provide significant public benefits.
Develop sound and reasoned public policy on regulatory archaeology.

Keep archaeological studies as cost effective as possible.

NS kW

Increase creativity and flexibility in the conduct of archaeological studies.

Archaeology in Mississippi must result in significant public benefit. As new information
is garnered through archaeological research, it is the archaeological community’s
responsibility to share this information widely. These Standards emphasize public
education and communication with clients, landowners, local governments, community
members, and interested constituencies. The Standards also stress the need for clear and
improved communication about archaeological expectations, methods, findings, and their
value and relevance. These Standards are meant to allow for flexibility to ensure that the
scope and cost of recommended archaeological actions are commensurate with a
project’s scale, level of anticipated impacts, project area characteristics, and the
significance of sites that may be affected by the project.

The Standards emphasize the importance of prioritizing archaeological investigations in
an effort to focus on the discovery and consideration of significant archaeological sites.
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The Standards also emphasize the importance of evaluating the significance of a site as
early as possible in the archaeological assessment process.

These Standards represent a summary of information that has been drawn from other
published SHPO guidelines and practical experience working in the Southeastern United
States. The Standards have been designed to reflect the minimum specifications for the
collection and presentation of technical archaeological information.

NOTE: Survey or data recovery methods that do not meet the minimum standards
described herein may result in additional project costs and delays.

MSSHPO will use these Standards when reviewing Cultural Resource Management
(CRM) reports, and omissions from the procedures recommended herein may be grounds
for rejecting reports, or requiring further field, laboratory, or background work.

The MSSHPO is involved in two major categories of project reviews:

a. Reviews in accordance with federal laws, primarily under Section 106
of the National Historic Preservation Act, referred to as “Section 106,”
and sometimes under Section 110 of the Act. Under Section 106, federally
funded, licensed, permitted, and assisted projects are subject to review.
These regulations are codified in 36CFR800.

b. Reviews under state laws, primarily the “Antiquities Law,” under
Mississippi Code 39.

The MSSHPO offers advice/guidance on projects not falling into the categories of
Section 106 projects or projects involving state, county or town-owned lands. Such
projects include:

a. Projects that are not federal undertakings as codified in 36 CFR 800
but could have Section 106 ties in the future.

b. Projects involving historic cemeteries. With these types of projects, it
is the responsibility of the county coroner to regulate; the MSSHPO
will only offer advice and has no jurisdiction over cemeteries.

These Standards will be reviewed and revised, if necessary, every four (4) years by the
Mississippi Department of Archives and History and a Mississippi Association of
Professional Archaeologists (MAPA) four (4) member committee consisting of one
archaeologist from each of the following areas: academia (university/college professor);
cultural resource management firm (Principal Investigator); Mississippi Department of
Transportation (MDOT); and a federal agency (such as the Corps of Engineers).
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Rule 12.1.1. Environmental Review and Section 106
Consultation Process FAQ

Environmental Review

The MSSHPO has a role in advising federal and state agencies about historic properties
in conjunction with activities that are subject to environmental review. MSSHPO internal
procedures are intended to follow federal and state laws, regulations, and processes
regarding historic properties. There are differences between federal law and regulations
regarding historic properties and state laws and processes regarding cultural resources.

What is the Section 106 process?

Federal laws and regulations, starting with the National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) of 1966, are what drive modern cultural resource practices. Section 106 of the
NHPA requires Federal agencies take their effects on historic properties (including
archeological sites) into account when planning projects. Other laws and regulations have
been passed since, producing a detailed set of procedures that have come to be known as
the “Section 106 Process.” A summary of Section 106 regulations and how to use them
may be found on the web site of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP).

What is the Section 106 bottom line?

The bottom line is: all federally funded, licensed, or permitted projects must be reviewed
for impacts to cultural resources. To initiate a Section 106 review, please use the Request
For Cultural Resource Assessment form and associated guidance unless you have
previously executed agreement documents for project review with this office. If you have
questions about the form or your project, contact the Review and Compliance Officer at
(601)576-6940.

What sorts of projects are federally funded?

Federally funded projects include levees and Clean Water Act (404) permits developed
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and highways funded by the Federal Highway
Administration through the Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT). Federal
funding can also include less obvious projects such as those developed with money
provided by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) through
Community Development Block Grants (CDBG). These grants are administered through
the Mississippi Development Authority (MDA), but since the source of funding is
federal, Section 106 regulations apply. Communities often find that projects such as
wastewater treatment improvements fall under Section 106.


http://www.achp.gov/
http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/REQUEST-FOR-CULTURAL-RESOURCE-ASSESSMENT-2012.pdf
http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/REQUEST-FOR-CULTURAL-RESOURCE-ASSESSMENT-2012.pdf
http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Section-106-Letter-to-Applicants.pdf
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How about federally permitted projects?

The most commonly encountered permits are those issued by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (COE), the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) and the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).
COE permits generally involve projects such as bridges, pipeline crossings over streams,
and projects that involve changes to stream channels or flood plains. FERC permits are
required for natural gas pipelines and related facilities, while FCC permits are issued for
cell towers. Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Rural Development Agency
(RDA), and Federal Deposit Insurance Commission (FDIC) often issue loans and permits
for housing rehabilitation.

Who reviews the projects?

Each state has a State Historic Preservation Office and a staff of archaeologists,
architectural historians, and technical preservation specialists. The Mississippi State
Historic Preservation Officer (MSSHPO) is the Director of the Mississippi Department of
Archives and History (MDAH). A list of staff involved in cultural resource assessments
may be found at the MDAH website at www.mdah.ms.gov.

When should I contact the Mississippi State Historic Preservation
Office?

The MSSHPO should be contacted as early as possible in the project development
process. MSSHPO staff can offer guidance and help to avoid known archeological sites
or areas likely to contain sites. Also, contacting us early will allow us to determine if the
building you are working on is listed or eligible for listing for the National Register of
Historic Places.

How do I submit a project for review?

The MSSHPO will accept project submissions by mail. Projects should be submitted to:

Mailing Address: Shipping Address:

MDAH Historic Preservation MDAH Historic Preservation
Review and Compliance Officer Review and Compliance Officer
P. O. Box 571 100 South State Street

Jackson Mississippi 39205 Jackson, MS 39201

How long does a review take?

By law, the MSSHPO is allowed 30 days for review. Most reviews are completed in one
to three weeks. Projects are date stamped and reviewed in the order that they arrive. If the


http://www.mdah.ms.gov/
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information provided to MSSHPO is incomplete, or if additional information is required
to complete our review, the review period may be extended an additional 30 days, once
the additional information is received.

What is the outcome of a structural review?

After reviewing the photos and scope of work the MSSHPO will determine the
following:

1. The National Register eligibility of the building or structure

2. If found to be eligible, the effect of the project on the building or structure.
If the structure is found to be ineligible for the National Register, the project may
proceed without further review. If the structure is found to be eligible, any work
performed on the structure must meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
the Treatment of Historic Properties.

What is the outcome of an archeological review?

The MSSHPO Archeologist performs a cultural resources assessment, examining
archeological site files, maps, and other background information for the project area. If in
the reviewer’s judgment, the proposed project area is very unlikely to contain
archeological sites, a clearance letter is sent and the process is complete. If, on the other
hand, the area has good potential for containing sites or if recorded sites are present, a
letter requesting an archeological survey is sent.

Who pays for the survey?

In the case of federally funded projects, the responsible federal agency pays for the
survey and for any additional investigations that ultimately might be necessary. Cultural
resource costs associated with federally permitted projects are the responsibility of the
developer/applicant.

What if no sites are found on the survey?

If the consultant finds no evidence of archeological sites, a report describing the survey
investigation is submitted for review. If the fieldwork and report are judged by the
MSSHPO Archeologist to be adequate, a clearance letter is sent and the process is
complete.

What if something is found?

If the consultant finds an archeological site (or sites) within the project area, a
recommendation will be made for systematic archeological testing (referred to as a Phase


https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/treatment-guidelines-2017.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/treatment-guidelines-2017.pdf
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IT investigation) to determine if the site is eligible for listing on the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP). Testing generally involves controlled excavation of several test
units with the objective of determining if the site is significant. At the conclusion of
Phase II testing, two outcomes are possible. If the site is not considered to be significant
and the testing procedures and report are judged by the MSSHPO Archeologist to be
adequate, a clearance letter is sent and the process is complete. If the site is judged to be
significant, then the process moves to mitigation (referred to as a Phase III investigation).
At any stage, consideration can be given to altering the proposed project to avoid
archeological sites.

Who pays for the testing?

As was the case with Phase I surveys, Phase II federally funded projects are paid for by
the responsible federal agency. In the case of federally permitted projects, Phase II testing
costs are the responsibility of the developer.

What makes a site significant?

This is the key question, as not all sites are significant. Significance is determined by
evaluating whether a site is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places,
by applying a set of criteria and criteria considerations to the site. The four criteria are
Criterion A: association with an important historical event; Criterion B: association with
an important historical person; Criterion C: historically important design/construction;
and Criterion D: potential to yield important historical or archeological information. Not
surprisingly, most archeological sites that are found to be significant fall under Criterion
D. For further discussion please refer to Section 3.0: Evaluating Site Significance.

What happens if a site is found to be significant?

If a site is determined to be significant, it is said to be an “eligible” property, meaning
that it is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If the project
cannot be modified to avoid the site, then the damage caused by construction must be
mitigated. This is usually accomplished through major data recovery excavations, which
are designed to recover the information contained in the site prior to its destruction. Plans
for excavation are coordinated through the MSSHPO and the funding/permitting federal
agency through development of a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA). Other alternative
mitigations are also applicable if they are agreed upon by all parties involved.

Who pays for the data recovery or salvage excavations?

As was the case with Phase I surveys and Phase II testing projects, federally funded
projects are paid for by the responsible federal agency. In the case of federally permitted
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projects, Phase III mitigation/data recovery excavation costs or alternative mitigation
costs are the responsibility of the developer/applicant.

Rule 12.1.2. A Brief Overview of the Review Process

1.

Individuals and firms developing proposals for archaeological investigations are
encouraged to consult with the MSSHPO concerning methods and strategies prior
to beginning fieldwork.

In addition, individuals and firms must submit a scope of work to MSSHPO for
comment prior to conducting Phase I cultural resource surveys of 200 hectares
(500 acres) or more as well as prior to conducting any Phase II or III
investigations. These documents should specify the types of cultural resources
known or anticipated to be in the project’s area of potential effects, the field
and/or archival techniques proposed, the projected number of field personnel
required for the project, and the estimated time in the field.

Upon completion of a field project, the draft site cards (for both newly reported
and previously reported sites) are submitted to the MSSHPO. The MSSHPO will
issue site numbers for all new sites within thirty (30) days. Batches of 20 or more
site forms may take longer to receive site numbers. The state site numbers are
required for the discussion of all sites within a project area in management
summaries, draft reports and final reports. Written comments on the draft site
forms will be provided within thirty (30) days of submission. Visit the Site Forms
page for more information.

The draft report is submitted to the MSSHPO for review. The MSSHPO will
provide written comments within 30 days.

After addressing comments from the federal agency, relevant Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices (THPO), and the MSSHPO, the final report is submitted.
The MSSHPO does not accept a report as final until all new and updated site
forms have been accepted as final. The report is considered final when a letter
accepting the report is issued to the federal agency and contractor. A comment
letter will be issued upon receipt of the final report.

The project is not considered final until the collection is curated at an appropriate
facility. MDAH requires submission of a curation statement/documentation
(appendix or otherwise) confirming use of a facility that meets federal standards
(36 CFR 79 https://www.nps.gov/archeology/tools/36CFR79.HTM]). MDAH
furthermore strongly encourages curating collections in Mississippi facilities that
meet federal standards.



https://www.nps.gov/archeology/tools/36CFR79.HTM

Mississippi Archaeology Guidelines
January 2020
Page 12 of 142

Rule 12.1.3. Relevant Statutory Authorities

There are a number of state and federal laws that require identification, consideration,
and possible protection of archaeological sites. Archaeological studies in Mississippi will
generally result from compliance with one or more of the following laws, regulations,
and rules. Other federal and state laws and regulations may occasionally be involved in
an undertaking requiring an archaeological investigation.

1. National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended ( NHPA 1992)

2. 36 CFR 800 (Advisory Council of Historic Preservation’s regulations
implementing Section 106 and Section 110 of NHPA)

3. National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA 1969)

4. Native American Graves and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA 1992)

5. Executive Order 11593, Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment

6. Department of the Interior regulations 36 CFR 60, 36 CFR 63, 36 CFR 66, and 36

CFR 79
7. Mississippi Antiquities Act (Mississippi Code of 1972, 39-7-3 et seq.)

For further guidance, please refer to the Advisory Council’s webpage at: www.achp.gov

Source: MS Code § 39-7-21 (2013)


http://www.achp.gov/
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Rule 12.2. Area of Potential Effects (APE)

THE MSSHPO uses the federal definition of “Area of Potential Effects” (APE) to
describe the maximum area that may be affected by a project. Both direct and indirect
effects to archaeological sites must be considered when determining the APE.

A few examples of project related impacts in an APE beyond the actual construction
limits of the project include:

1. Borrow areas and other sources of fill material.
Disposal sites or waste areas.

New or upgraded access or haul roads.
Staging, storage, and stockpile areas.

Drainage diversions.

Viewshed.

AN

The Federal definition of the APE: “The geographic area or areas within which an
undertaking may directly or indirectly cause changes in the character or use of historic
properties, if any such properties exist. The area of potential effects is influenced by the
scale and nature of an undertaking and may be different for different kinds of effects
caused by the undertaking.” [36 CFR 800.16 (d)]. In defining the APE, the MSSHPO will
consider potential direct, indirect, and cumulative effects to historic properties and all
aspects of integrity, including their associated settings as applicable.

Rule 12.2.1. Determining the Area of Potential Effect: FCC
Projects

Direct Effects

The APE for direct effects is the area of ground disturbance for the tower, including any
proposed access roads, or other construction activity that will result from the undertaking.

Visual (Indirect) Effects

Standard APEs for visual effects have been suggested in the National Programmatic
Agreement (NPA) and will guide reviews by the MSSHPO. However, topography and
other environmental factors may warrant the development of an alternate APE. The NPA
affords the SHPO the right to recommend an alternate APE for any projects. Unless an
alternate APE is developed in consultation with the SHPO, the following APEs should be
used for assessing visual effects:
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Tower Height APE Radius
<200 feet 12 mile
201-400 feet % mile
> 400 feet 1 Y2 miles

Rule 12.2.2. Assessing Effects: non- FCC Projects

Direct Effects

The applicant shall assess the direct effect of the undertaking on historic properties, both
architectural and archaeological, using the Criteria of Adverse Effect (36 CFR Part
800.5(a)(1)). Assessment of effect must be made by a qualified professional and
submitted to the MSSHPO.

Indirect Effects

If an identified historic property is located within the APE for indirect effects, then a
qualified professional is required to assess the effect of the proposed tower. In most
cases, the MSSHPO requires that the applicant conduct a balloon test or computer
simulation to assess the potential visual effects of the tower installation on historic
properties. Documentation must include a statement of effect, explanation of assessment,
photographs of the balloon test or photo simulation, and any alternatives considered to
avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse effects. Submit all documentation to the MSSHPO.
To cut down on requests for additional information and overall review times, the
MSSHPO strongly encourages applicants to assess the effect of the tower on all surveyed
properties in the APE, including those that have not been formally evaluated for National
register eligibility. If you choose to only evaluate effects on listed and eligible properties,
you may receive a request for additional information from the MSSHPO asking you to
conduct another balloon text to evaluate the effect on a property that the MSSHPO
considers potentially eligible for listing. The NPA affords the SHPO the right to request
this information.

Some examples of indirect effects can include projects such as water channel
improvements or recreational areas. Work on waterways such as dredging or bank
stabilizations can increase erosion in other areas adjacent to project areas and outside of
the immediate ROW. Another example of waterway work that can have an indirect
effect are levee setbacks. Sites which are located along the protected side of a levee can
lose that protection if the levee is moved ("setback") from its original location. This type
of construction action can render sites which were formally protected from flooding into
sites which will soon erode away due to abandonment. Recreational area projects such as
trails, day-use areas, or campgrounds can also have indirect effects by providing access to
sites which are not in the immediate ROW.
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Rule 12.3. Evaluating Site Significance

National Register Criteria

In order for proper NRHP eligibility determinations to be made, a site must first be
placed within the proper context. A site must also be addressed at the national, regional,
and local levels for NRHP eligibility. Archaeological sites are most often addressed for
their eligibility under Criterion D. However, sites can be eligible under all Criteria of the
NRHP. Therefore, when addressing an archaeological site’s eligibility to the NRHP, be
sure to address Criteria A-D. An important thing to keep in mind is that integrity is a
consideration and is not Criterion D. In addition to archaeological data and contexts, a
community's opinion about a historic site's significance sometimes warrants consideration
in discerning NRHP eligibility. (See NRHP Bulletins for more information).

Archaeological investigations conducted under federal and regulatory requirements seek
to identify “significant” archaeological sites. A significant site meets the criteria for
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places or Mississippi Landmark status.
Both use the National Register criteria for evaluating significance.

The National Register criteria are:

Criterion A: Sites that are associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

Criterion B: Sites that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our
past.

Criterion C: Sites that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or
method of construction, or that represent work of a master, or that possess high
artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction.

Criterion D: Sites that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

In addition to these criteria, the NHPA also contains seven Criteria Considerations (36
CFR 60.4) that may render a property eligible that is ordinarily considered ineligible for
the NRHP. They are:

A. A religious property deriving primary significance from architectural or
artistic distinction or historical importance; or
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B. A building or structure removed from its original location but which is
significant primarily for architectural value, or which is the surviving structure most
importantly associated with a historic person or event; or

C. A birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if
there is no appropriate site or building directly associated with his productive life.

D. A cemetery which derives its primary significance from graves of persons
of transcendent importance, from age, from distinctive design features, or from
association with historic events; or

E. A reconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable
environment and presented in a dignified manner as part of a restoration master plan,
and when no other building or structure with the same association has survived; or

F. A property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or
symbolic value has invested it with its own exceptional significance; or

G. A property achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of
exceptional importance.

Source: 36CFR 60

Rule 12.3.1. Evaluation Checklist for Archaeological
Properties

SIGNIFICANCE

CRITERION D

Define the relevant context and level of significance (local, state, or
national). This may be done simultaneously with the next step.

Review the archaeological literature (gray and scholarly) pertaining to
sites of this type.

Identify the important research questions/themes that can be addressed by
sites of this type.

Demonstrate what this site could potentially add to that body of
knowledge (e.g. datasets recovered or potentially available).




Mississippi Archaeology Guidelines
January 2020
Page 17 of 142

For CRITERION A, B, OR C refer to Section 3.2. Evaluating Archaeological Sites
under Criteria other than D.

____ Consider all Criteria that may be applicable to the property (Ask, what other
values does the property have besides information potential?) and demonstrate the
strength of association between that event, person, architectural feature, or other
value and the property. A comparative context is useful in these evaluations.

INTEGRITY

CRITERION D

If there has been excavation, demonstrate that the quality of the data (e.g.
horizontal spatial relationships, stratigraphic relationships, etc.) is sufficient to
answer the important research questions identified.

_____ It may be helpful to consider the National Register’s seven aspects of
integrity as they apply to archaeological properties. However, it is not
necessary if a discussion of archaeological integrity is provided. Refer to
Section 3.3. Assessing the National Register Integrity of Archaeological Sites
or the National Register Bulletin, Guidelines for Evaluating and Registering
Archeological Properties for further guidance.

_____If there has been no excavation, demonstrate that there is a high
likelihood that the site retains integrity (e.g. a land-use history demonstrating
that the site has not been subjected to impacts that would compromise its
integrity), and any additional information with regard to determining
archaeological integrity. For example, information such as artifacts collected
or mapping from a walkover survey, identification of above ground features
such as swales, depressions, foundations, or other ruins, and comparison with
historic maps, if possible. Comparison with similar sites or site types may also
provide information on potential or expected data sets. Non-invasive methods
of survey or inventory can also be helpful, such as Ground Penetrating Radar
(GPR), Side Scan Sonar, Soil Resistivity, or other remote sensing techniques.

CRITERION A, B.ORC

It is important to consider the National Register’s seven aspects of
integrity and specifically, how they apply to archaeological properties. Refer
to Section 3.3. Assessing the National Register Integrity of Archaeological
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Sites, or the National Register Bulletin, Guidelines for Evaluating and
Registering Archeological Properties for further guidance.

A NOTE ABOUT INTEGRITY

An evaluation of integrity a/lways comes after an evaluation of significance. Integrity is a
relative measure and its definition depends upon the historic context and significance of
the archaeological property. For Criterion D evaluations, for instance, a property may not
have good stratigraphic integrity, but may still be able to answer significant questions. A
rare site type, for instance, may have disturbed deposits, but may still be eligible because
of the information it contains.

A NOTE ABOUT CONTEXT FOR CRITERION D

The importance of the information, as well as the degree of integrity necessary is
oftentimes related to the area of significance of the property, the amount of research in a
given area and the level of significance (local, state, or national). For instance, a lithic
scatter in some parts of Mississippi may not be significant, while a lithic scatter in other
parts of Mississippi may be.

Rule 12.3.2. Evaluating Archaeological Sites under Criteria
other than D

As with any other resource, context is crucial for evaluating archaeological sites under
any of the Criteria. The context must be based on the Criteria and areas of significance
claimed for the property. The fact that a resource is simply associated with a larger trend
is not enough to make it significant under Criterion A (e.g. not every school is significant
for education, etc.); the association must be significant. Likewise, under Criterion C, it is
not enough for a property to simply exemplify a significant architectural pattern; that
pattern must be significant within a particular context and the property must convey that
significance. Under Criterion B, a property must be associated with the productive life of
the person, or why the person is significant, and the context must demonstrate this
association. A comparative context is needed to make these arguments.

Pre-Contact (Prehistoric) Sites

For Pre-Contact archaeological sites (as well as historical archaeological sites and other
non-archaeological properties), the National Park Service has been moving in a new
direction of late. NPS has been trying to evaluate sites holistically and consider all four
Criteria.
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Criterion A:

A fully excavated archaeological site would not be eligible under Criterion D
because its information potential is gone; however, that site could be eligible
under Criterion A if it can be demonstrated that it is associated with important
events or trends in the history of archaeological or anthropological theory (see
the National Register Bulletin Guidelines for Evaluating and Registering
Archeological Properties). The resource category would still be site, but in the
broader meaning of the term presented in the NR Bulletins. Keep in mind,
though, that a site need not be fully excavated to be eligible under Criterion A
for association with important trends or events. Type sites could also be
eligible for their role in defining a chronology or cultural group. Examples
would include Naina Waiya. The context would have to focus on how the site
defined the complex or time period and the archaeological materials would still
have to have enough integrity to show that connection.

Criterion B:

Archaeological sites could be eligible under Criterion B if they are associated
with a significant person. If that person were an archaeologist, for instance,
the context would need to examine the sites excavated by the archaeologist and
demonstrate why a particular site best represents the archaeologist and his
contributions to the field. A good example would be Pecos in New Mexico for
its association with A.V. Kidder or Ackia and Jesse Jennings. In general, sites
associated with culturally significant pre-Contact persons or deities are
evaluated as Traditional Cultural Properties.

Criterion C:

Sites eligible under Criterion C must “embody the distinctive characteristics of
a type, period, or method of construction, or represent the work of a master or
possess high artistic value or represent a significant and distinguishable entity
whose components may lack individual distinction.” The latter often refers to
districts. The first portion of the criterion could refer to a structure or artistic
expression associated with a specific cultural period or type (e.g. Late
Woodland or Algonquian). The context would need to establish what the
distinctive characteristics of the type are or how it possesses high artistic value
and why this site is a significant example. For example, mounds could be
significant under Criterion C for Architecture because they embody the
distinctive characteristics of building traditions during a certain period of
prehistory. The remains do not, necessarily have to be visible aboveground;
this criterion could refer to a village plan and layout, for instance. In terms of
artistic value, petroglyph sites are works of art that can be easily evaluated
under Criterion C because they both embody the distinctive cultural traditions
of a specific prehistoric period and possess artistic value.
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Contact and Historic Sites

For Contact and Historic sites, it may be easier for the layperson conceptually to
understand the case for significance under Criteria other than D because they may be
more familiar with such resources and, often, may be able to “see” them. Keep in mind,
however, that archaeologists often “see” patterns in the archaeological record that can
convey significance for events, architectural or artistic features, or persons.

Criteria A and B:

For Criteria A and B, keep in mind that the archaeological record is just
another line of historical evidence, equally as important as the written record
or oral history or historic mapping, and so on; therefore, it can be easily used to
support Criterion A or B significance. Documentation and explanation is key
to making the case for historical archaeological sites under Criterion A or B.
Documentation can take the form of photographs, maps, etc. and the preparer
must be able to explain the significance and integrity of the site and make it
clear to the layperson. Areas of significance and integrity are also key to
evaluating an archaeological site under Criterion A or B. In addition, the site
does not need to contain above-ground remains (this will be touched on more
in-depth in the next section on integrity). As mentioned previously, as with
any property being nominated to the National Register under Criterion A,
association with a significant trend or event does not necessarily make a site
eligible; the association must be significant as well. Examples would include
the archaeological remains of Thomas Edison’s laboratory or Jefferson College
and the hanging of Aaron Burr. In addition, Native American sites can be
eligible under Criterion B if the person associated with the property is
individually significant within a particular context. As with all Criterion B
properties (not just archaeological), you must demonstrate the strength of the
association between the person and property and consider what other
properties exist to convey that aspect of the person’s significance and discuss
why this particular property is the best one to do that (a comparative context).
The preparer must evaluate significance first and consider if the property is a
rare example or the only property left to convey a certain aspect of a person’s
productive life. For both precontact and historic properties, archaeological
sites are very important to consider under this Criteria if there are no other
properties associated with a person.

Criterion C:

The above discussion of Criterion C applies equally here. Again, context is
key: identify the distinctive characteristics of the type, period, or method of
construction and demonstrate how this site is a significant example of it.
Examples of historical archaeological sites that could be eligible under
Criterion C include the ruins of a steel mill that clearly embodies the
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distinctive characteristics of the type (see the National Register Bulletin
Guidelines for Evaluating and Registering Archeological Properties). Other
good examples might be the archaeological remains of industrial sites such as
mills, canals, or furnaces where the archaeological remains can clearly convey
or represent a significant pattern of building for a class of resources. As with
any resource, a comparative context and integrity should be considered. While
above ground remains may help strengthen the case for significance (because
they are visible and non-archaeologists can “see” them), below ground remains
may also be eligible under this Criteria. Some properties were intentionally
built below ground (like mining properties, such as the Experimental Mine for
instance).

Integrity

When evaluating archaeological sites under Criteria other than D, an important
consideration (beyond the area of significance), is integrity as applied to archaeological
sites (see 3.3. Assessing the National Register Integrity of Archaeological Sites).
Integrity is relative to significance. Consider what other properties can represent this
particular resource under the context. As mentioned previously, an archaeologist must be
able to read the significance and be able to communicate it through the National Register
nomination. A couple of examples include Windsor Ruins or Bee Lake. Ruins are not
required for a property to be eligible under Criteria other than D; however, they may help
strengthen the case, or be easier for a non-archaeologist to understand.

If a property was not meant to be permanent (for instance, a WPA-era building
that was built for the duration of a project), it cannot be held against a
property if the building is no longer standing, particularly if foundations or
other archaeological features remain.

Under Criteria A and B, the essential physical features during a site’s association with an
event or person must be intact. Setting, Feeling, and Association, as applied to
archaeological sites, are very important. Would the person recognize the property today?
If a property has poor integrity, but it is the only property left associated with that person,
however, the property might still be eligible. Likewise, if you are considering an
archaeological property and the structure once on the property is no longer standing, the
property might still be eligible under Criterion B if the other aspects of integrity (setting,
feeling, etc.) are still intact and there are no other properties associated with this aspect of
the person’s significance that exist.

Under Criterion C, Materials, Workmanship, and Design, as applied to archacological
sites would be paramount. Keep in mind that while Setting and Feeling might require a
person to discuss visible surroundings, other aspects of integrity such as materials,
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workmanship, association, location, and design can easily be represented by below
ground or non-visible (to the non-archaeologist) resources.

Rule 12.3.3. Assessing the National Register Integrity of
Archaeological Sites

The following is a brief overview of how to apply the National Register’s seven aspects
of integrity (location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, setting, and association) to
archaeological sites nominated under any of the four Criteria of significance. It provides
general guidance as to what aspects of integrity are most important under each of the
Criteria, keeping in mind that different aspects of integrity may mean slightly different
things or have more or less weight, depending on the Criterion or Criteria under which
the site is significant, as well as its area(s) of significance. For Criterion D, the research
questions being asked of the site are a very important consideration when assessing
integrity.

For Criterion D, integrity of location, materials, design, and association are generally of
paramount importance. Location is relatively straightforward; if the site remains in the
place it was formed, it can be said to retain integrity of location. The place where the site
formed is important, not necessarily the place where the archaeological remains were
recorded (i.e. redeposited materials). Materials refers to the degree to which artifacts,
ecofacts, and features have survived and is dependent on the research questions being
asked. For example, if the research questions focus on the importance of floral resources
in the diet, the site would need to yield seeds, cultivars, processing tools, etc. to retain
integrity of materials. Design refers to the relationships or patterning of artifacts,
ecofacts, and features. For example, a plowed site may retain integrity of design if the
relationships between artifacts, ecofacts, and features remain as they were historically or
prehistorically. Association under Criterion D refers to the relationship between the data
present at the site and the research questions being asked. For example, if the research
questions focus on status, the site would need to yield ceramics, personal items, etc. that
are indicators of status. Remember, while a discussion of the National Register’s seven
aspects of integrity is helpful in establishing an argument for archaeological integrity
under Criterion D, a nomination does not have to have such a discussion if the property is
only nominated under D. As long as the nomination discusses the level of preservation or
quality of information contained within a district, site, or excavated assemblage in
relation to the important research questions the property can answer, this is sufficient.

For Criteria A and B, location, design, setting, feeling and association are, generally,
most important. As mentioned above, location means that the site remains in the place
where it was formed. For archaeological sites significant under Criterion A or B, design
means something slightly different; it refers to the layout or plan of a site. For example,
if a military encampment site retained its avenues, tent platforms, and general layout, it
would be said to retain integrity of design. To retain integrity of setting and feeling, the
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environment of the site should remain as it was historically. For example, if a site was
originally a rural farmstead and the surrounding area remains a primarily rural,
agricultural area, the site could be said to retain integrity of setting and feeling. For
archaeological sites significant under Criterion A or B, association means something
slightly different; it refers to the site’s relationship to the historic event/trend or person
for which it is significant. For example, a farmstead site significant for its role in an
important battle would need to yield artifacts and features related to the battle to retain
integrity of association for Criterion A.

Under Criterion C, design, materials, and workmanship are most important. As with
Criteria A and B, design for Criterion C refers to the layout or plan of a site. For
example, a stockaded village that represents a significant example of a type would be said
to retain integrity of design if it retains its historic or prehistoric design and layout. For
archaeological sites significant under Criterion C, integrity of workmanship is a reflection
of the builder(s)’s or designer(s)’s skill in producing the original resource. For example,
a house site that clearly shows the hand of a skilled architect or builder would retain
integrity of workmanship, whether there are above-ground remains or not. For
archaeological sites significant under Criterion C, integrity of materials is a reflection of
the elements used to create the original resource. For example, a house site consisting of
well-preserved architectural remains could be said to retain integrity of materials under
Criterion C, regardless of whether the house is still standing or not.

As mentioned previously, this guidance is not meant to produce an exhaustive description
of the seven aspects of integrity as they apply to archaeological sites. The evaluation of
integrity is based on several factors including the Criterion or Criteria under which the
site is being nominated, as well as the Area(s) of Significance. Further discussion of the
aspects of integrity as they apply to archaeological sites is available in the National
Register Bulletin Guidelines for Evaluating and Registering Archeological Properties
and Assessing Site Significance: a Guide for Archaeologists and Historians by Donald L.
Hardesty and Barbara J. Little (Published by AltaMira Press, California, 2009).

Rule 12.3.4. Supplemental Guidelines for Nominating
Archeological Sites and Districts to the National Register
of Historic Places

This guidance is for use in conjunction with the National Register Bulletin Guidelines for
Evaluating and Registering Archeological Properties. 1f we have not commented on an
item in the instructions below, follow the appropriate National Register Bulletin.

Keep in mind that one goal of nominating archeological sites and districts to the National
Register of Historic Places is to increase the “visibility” of archeology for the public;
therefore, the nomination should be concise and comprehensible to the layperson. The
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nomination is not meant to be a technical report; however, the nomination can include a
technical report as an appendix.

In the narratives, do not give exact locational information, unless the location is generally
known or if the locational information should be available for research or education or
tourism, etc. All other information that should be restricted (see National Register
Bulletin 29, Guidelines for Restricting Information about Historic and Prehistoric
Resources) should be placed on a separate continuation sheet. In addition, do not enter
the property owner information on the form. Provide this information on the notification
sheet.

On the form, enter N/A for all categories that do not apply to the site or district.

Writing a Physical Description for an Archeological Site or District

1. Introductory Paragraph: The introductory paragraph is a critical part of the
narrative. Write it so that it can stand on its own as an abstract that reads as a
concise overview of the resource. Provide an overview of the physiography,
general location(s), topography, and setting of the site or district. Identify the
time period or archaeological period of occupation. End the introduction with a
brief discussion of the site’s or district’s integrity, including approximately how
much of the site has been impacted, both by excavation and by other impacts.

2. Describe, in a general way, the physical characteristics of the site or district,
including site size(s) (both the horizontal and the vertical extent), site type(s),
datasets present or potentially present (e.g. artifacts, ecofacts, features) and
absolute or relative date(s). For multi-component sites or districts, describe each
significant component separately, including vertical location(s) and extent(s) for
stratified sites.

3. Describe the current and past setting and appearance of the site or district.
Describe the current setting, appearance, topography, climate, vegetation, and
wildlife. Then, if different, describe the setting, appearance, topography, climate,
vegetation, and wildlife for each period of significance. Include a discussion of
the site’s geomorphology, sedimentation, and soil development, as well. This
description should not cover every period during which the site was occupied, but
should cover only the period(s) identified as significant in Section 8.
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4. End the description with an explanation of the property’s overall physical
integrity. Summarize all natural and cultural impacts to the site or district. In this
discussion, include an overview of all previous research at the site, both
professional and avocational/amateur. Include background research, extent and
purpose of any fieldwork and mapping, dates, and researchers and their affiliation.
You must then assess how these impacts affect the property’s ability to reflect its
significance. If the site is eligible under Criteria other than D, the preparer will
need to discuss each aspect of integrity (as applied to archaeological sites; see 3.2.
Assessing the National Register Integrity of Archaeological Sites)
individually, then summarize overall integrity. If the site is eligible under only
Criterion D, the preparer must discuss the archaeological integrity.

SECTION 8 - STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Significant Dates (Form)

For prehistoric sites or districts, if several radiocarbon dates were obtained,
place them in a table on a continuation sheet. The table should include the lab
number, *C date, and provenience of the sample. For historical archeological
sites or districts, list the significant dates as you would for other properties;
these can be based on artifacts, historic documents or maps, etc.

Narrative

1. Introductory paragraph: Begin the narrative Statement of Significance with
a Summary of Significance. List the Criteria and Areas of Significance for
which the site or district is significant. For each dataset identified in the
Physical Description, briefly explain how it demonstrates the site’s
significance. This information should be expanded upon and justified in
subsequent paragraphs. Identify the Period(s) of Significance and briefly
explain how the beginning and ending dates were chosen.

2. Summarize the property’s history in one or a few paragraphs. For Criterion
D, to establish the importance of the information from the site, provide an
overview of the current state of knowledge for the Period(s) of Significance.
Remember, an archaeological site can be significant under Criteria other than
D. For examples of archaeological sites that are significant under Criteria A,
B, or C, consult the National Register Bulletin Guidelines for Evaluating and
Registering Archeological Properties or 3.2. Evaluating Archaeological Sites
Under Criteria other than D.
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3. Next, for each Criterion and Area of Significance explain why the property
is significant. Compare the property to others of the same or similar period,
characteristics, or association. For examples of other properties used in
comparison, be sure to use their name or site number, general locations, and
brief descriptions. For multi-component sites, treat each component separately
within the nomination.

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

Sketch Map/District Map

For archeological sites or districts, submit two copies of a site plan labeled
with historic name, county and state. Include a clearly-labeled National
Register boundary, north arrow, and scale bar. Be sure to locate all
contributing and noncontributing resources and number/vantage point of each
photo, where applicable. Also submit maps labeled with historic name, county
and state. Include the clearly labeled National Register boundary, north arrow,
scale bar, and location(s) of previous fieldwork.

Black and White Photographs

Submit two sets of black and white photos, properly labeled (How to Complete
the National Register Registration Form, page 64). One set is for state files,
the other for the National Park Service files in Washington, D.C. If a
continuation sheet is used for photo information, the resource name, county,
state and photo number must be labeled on each photograph. Photographs
must be processed according to the National Register’s Photographic
Imaging Policy.

Provide photos of the setting, representative features (plan and profile);
representative wall profiles, if applicable; and representative artifacts.
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Rule 12.4.0. Criteria for Qualified Professional
Archaeologists

Any archaeological investigation in Mississippi is required to be conducted by qualified
archaeological professionals who meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional
Qualification Standards. Archaeological investigations conducted pursuant to federal
and state laws must be conducted by qualified professionals. For additional information
on these standards, see http://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/arch_stnds_9.htm

Throughout the duration of the archaeological investigation, either the Principal
Investigator or Field Director shall be present in the field directing and monitoring the
activities of the Field Crew. To meet the minimum professional qualifications in
archaeology:

The Principal Investigator must:

1. Have a graduate degree in anthropology, archacology, or closely related field,
plus:

2. At least one year of full-time professional experience or equivalent specialized
training in archaeological research, administration, or management;

3. At least four months of supervised field and analytic experience in general North
American archaeology;

4. Have demonstrated ability to carry research to completion.

In addition to these minimum qualifications, a Principal Investigator in prehistoric
archaeology shall have at least one year of full-time professional experience at a
supervisory level in the study of archaeological resources of the prehistoric period. A
Principal Investigator in historical archaeology shall have at least one year of full-time
professional experience at a supervisory level in the study of archaeological resources of
the historic period.

The Field Director/s shall also have a graduate degree in anthropology, archaeology, or
closely related field, and have considerable experience and demonstrated ability to
successfully function in a supervisory capacity. This person should possess formal
training and considerable experience in archaeological theory, methodology, analysis,
interpretation, and report preparation, and have demonstrated the ability to recognize and
evaluate both historic and prehistoric cultural features.


http://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/arch_stnds_9.htm
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Field Crew Member/s shall have an undergraduate degree in anthropology, archaeology,
or closely related field, or possess considerable experience and have demonstrated the
ability to recognize and evaluate both historic and prehistoric cultural features and
artifacts.

Any archaeologist conducting archaeological research (Phase I, 11, and III) should have
access to:

1. Adequate field and laboratory equipment to conduct the survey, excavation, or
other research; and

2. Adequate facilities to properly treat, analyze, and temporarily curate cultural
material obtained as a result of the investigation.

The following requirements are those used by the National Park Service and have been
previously published in the Code of Federal Regulations, 36 CFR Part 61. The
qualifications define minimum education and experience required to perform
identification, evaluation, registration, and treatment activities. In some cases, additional
areas or levels of expertise may be needed, depending on the complexity of the task and
the nature of the historic properties involved. In the following definitions, a year of full-
time professional experience need not consist of a continuous year of full-time work but
may be made up of discontinuous periods of full-time or part-time work adding up to the
equivalent of a year of full-time experience.

History

The minimum professional qualifications in history are a graduate degree in history or
closely related field; or a bachelor's degree in history or closely related field plus one of
the following:

1. At least two years of full-time experience in research, writing, teaching,
interpretation, or other demonstrable professional activity with an academic
institution, historic organization or agency, museum, or other professional
nstitution; or

2. Substantial contribution through research and publication to the body of scholarly
knowledge in the field of history.

Archeology

The minimum professional qualifications in archeology are a graduate degree in
archeology, anthropology, or closely related field plus:
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1. At least one year of full-time professional experience or equivalent specialized
training in archeological research, administration or management;

2. At least four months of supervised field and analytic experience in general North
American archeology, and

Demonstrated ability to carry research to completion.

4. In addition to these minimum qualifications, a professional in prehistoric
archeology shall have at least one year of full-time professional experience at a
supervisory level in the study of archeological resources of the prehistoric period.
A professional in historic archeology shall have at least one year of full-time
professional experience at a supervisory level in the study of archeological
resources of the historic period.

Architectural History

The minimum professional qualifications in architectural history are a graduate degree in
architectural history, art history, historic preservation, or closely related field, with
coursework in American architectural history, or a bachelor's degree in architectural
history, art history, historic preservation or closely related field plus one of the following:

1. At least two years of full-time experience in research, writing, or teaching in
American architectural history or restoration architecture with an academic
institution, historical organization or agency, museum, or other professional
institution; or

2. Substantial contribution through research and publication to the body of scholarly
knowledge in the field of American architectural history.

Architecture

The minimum professional qualifications in architecture are a professional degree in
architecture plus at least two years of full-time experience in architecture; or a State
license to practice architecture.

Historic Architecture

The minimum professional qualifications in historic architecture are a professional degree
in architecture or a State license to practice architecture, plus one of the following:

1. At least one year of graduate study in architectural preservation, American
architectural history, preservation planning, or closely related field; or

2. At least one year of full-time professional experience on historic preservation
projects.
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3. Such graduate study or experience shall include detailed investigations of historic
structures, preparation of historic structures research reports, and preparation of
plans and specifications for preservation projects.

Source: National Historic Preservation Act, Section 112 (a)

Rule 12.4.1. Consultants List

This is a list of individuals who have represented themselves as being willing and
qualified to do archaeological survey work in Mississippi. The list has been compiled
merely as a public service by the Mississippi Department of Archives and History and in
no way constitutes a certified, recommended, or preferred list of archaeologists. It should
be understood that there may be other individuals who are willing to do survey work. As
with any consultant/contract work, fees do vary and we suggest you compare the services
offered.

Archaeological Consulting List (PDF)

Consultants  wishing to be placed on the list should send vitas
to archaeology@mdah.ms.gov.

Archaeologists working in the state must meet the Secretary of Interior’s Qualifications
Standards and the qualifications listed in these Standards.



http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/preserve/archaeology/professional-qualifications/
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Rule 12.5.0. Archaeological Site Types and Historic
Themes

Rule 12.5.1. Definition of an Archaeological Site

An archaeological site is a concentration of artifacts, ecofacts, or modifications to the
landscape that are associated with past human activity and retain their context. An
archaeological site in Mississippi is defined as the physical remains of an area of
concentrated human activity for which a boundary can be established. Under the general
definition, a broad range of site types would qualify as archaeological sites without the
identification of any artifacts. To establish a boundary for archaeological sites manifested
exclusively by artifacts, the recovery of a minimum of three items is needed, related
either temporally or functionally and located within a spatially restricted area no greater
than 30-x-30 meters (98.4-x-98.4 ft.) in size. MDAH will consider exceptions to these
conditions on a case-by-case basis.

Rule 12.5.2 Archaeological Site Types

Site types presented here are to provide conformity in descriptive terminology and are by
no means meant to be exhaustive in scope. Site types are to be used in text descriptions
on site cards and within the body of reports/documents.

Architectural Scatter (Construction Materials)

An architectural scatter represents cultural artifacts and debris that consist entirely of
structural and/or construction materials. This includes: architectural marble, brick,
cement/concrete, cinderblock, fencing (e.g. barbed wire, staples, etc.), flooring (e.g.
linoleum), nails/nail fragments, sewer and water pipes, spikes, roofing tiles, and window
glass.

Ceramic Scatter

A ceramic scatter represents cultural artifacts that consist solely of prehistoric ceramics.

Commercial/Industrial

Commercial/industrial sites refer to sites associated with the production, manufacture,
extraction, transport, marketing, sale/exchange, or storage of a service/goods/product or
range of services/goods/products, in essence the material culture aspects of commerce
and industry. As such, site types can include a wide range of activities, from banking,
early ironworks, and water-powered mills to large modern factories, as well as ancillary
sites and structures such as worker housing, warehouses, and infrastructure.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ironworks
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Mining and other extractive industries

Mining and other extractive industries (Phase I, II, and III) are made up of multiple
components and may have different functions/technological uses to utilize the natural
resource being required. For this reason, not only would this section include mining
resources such as rock, ore, or coal, but should also include activities such as silviculture,
oil and gas, cotton, indigo, catfish industry, and lumber industry. Mississippi historically
has had a multitude of extractive industries that utilize clays found around the state, such
as bentonite, ball clays, fullers earth, and shale. Historic property types under this
classification include: extraction (such as silviculture, gravel pits, mines, natural gas
fields and pipelines, etc), benefication (such as a procession plant to make cement or
brick), and refining (such as lumber mills, oil refineries, natural gas processing plants,
etc.) These types of landscapes make it possible to learn about its historical contribution
and answer questions about regional agriculture, business, commerce, settlement
patterns, ethnic heritage, engineering, labor and laws. The property may be associated
with a significant person in the past, such as LO Crosby with Picayune's lumber industry)
or it may have a distinctive engineering or architecture associated with it. (See NRHP
Bulletin #42 for further information.)

Domestic Scatter

A domestic scatter represents cultural artifacts and debris that consists entirely of
household items. This includes: arms (e.g. bullets, gun parts, etc.), cans, clothing items
(e.g. buttons, buckles, clothing fasteners, etc.), ceramics (e.g. coarse and refined
earthenware, stoneware, porcelain, semi- and porcelaneous wares), currency, electrical
(e.g. battery cores, light bulbs, insulators, sockets, etc.), flora/fauna, furniture items (e.g.
mirror glass, upholstery tacks, etc.), glass (e.g. bottle, container, dish, flask, jar,
medicinal/cosmetic, stemware, tableware, tumbler, vase, etc.), household hardware (e.g.
doorknob, key, lock, hinge, hook, etc.), lids, personal items (e.g. brushes, eyeglasses,
jewelry, pipes, etc.), sewing items (e.g. needle, thimble, etc.), tack (livestock items —
horseshoes, bridle, bit, etc.), tools, toys/gaming (e.g. dice, doll parts, marbles, etc.),
utensils (e.g. forks, knives, spoon, etc.), and writing items (inkwell, pencil, slate, etc.).

Domestic and Architectural Scatter

A domestic and architectural scatter represents cultural artifacts and debris consisting of
both domestic and architectural material as defined above.

Linear Resources (Phase I, I1, and III)

Linear resources are those that manifest as long, narrow individual structures, or as lined
structures (classified by the National Parks Service as districts). These can include those
that are designed to convey something (people, goods, power, communications, etc.)
across long distances, such as roads, railroads, trails, canals, irrigation and mining
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ditches, and transmission lines, and those that are designed to bound or separate areas or
contain something, such as fence lines, walls, and levees. They frequently (but not
always) occur within a right-of-way spanning many individual properties, communities,
counties, states, or even nations.

Lithic Scatter

A lithic scatter represents cultural artifacts and debris that consist entirely of lithic (i.e.,
stone) tools and chipped stone debris.

Lithic and Ceramic Scatter

A lithic and ceramic scatter represents cultural artifacts and debris consisting of both
lithic and prehistoric ceramic material as defined above.

Lithic and/or Ceramic Scatter with Daub

A lithic and/or ceramic scatter with daub/fired clay represents cultural artifacts and debris
consisting of either lithic material and daub/fired clay, ceramics and daub/fired clay, or
both lithics and ceramics with daub/fired clay. Daub and fired clay are created when clay
is hardened by fire. Daub represents mud plaster used to construct wattle-and-daub
houses and normally exhibits stick impressions from the wattle. Conversely, fired clay
lacks the stick impressions and may represent daub, plaster from around the smoke hole
in the roof, or pieces of a hearth.

Military

Military sites refer to archaeological sites associated with military operations, such as
barracks/living quarters, battlefields, encampments, fortifications, foxholes, prisons/POW
camps, staging areas, training areas, trenches, etc. Military sites are easily defined
archaeologically, existing as relatively compact social, cultural, and physical units.
These sites and their occupants exhibit a cultural behavior that is highly structural and
stratified. As a result, they are functionally unique in that they provide a unique
perspective on the behavioral aspects of a culture or cultures in conflict (i.e. at war).
For more information, see The Historical Archaeology of Military Sites: Method and
Topic (2010 — Texas A&M University Press) edited by Clarence Raymond
Geier, Lawrence E. Babits, Douglas Dowell Scott, and David G. Orr.

Battlefields (Phase I, II, and III)

Battlefields are made up of two components- battlefield land and associated sites.
Battlefield land refers to sites where armed conflict, fighting, or warfare occurred
between two opposing military organization or forces recognized as such by their


https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Clarence+Raymond+Geier&search-alias=books&field-author=Clarence+Raymond+Geier&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Clarence+Raymond+Geier&search-alias=books&field-author=Clarence+Raymond+Geier&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&text=Lawrence+E.+Babits&search-alias=books&field-author=Lawrence+E.+Babits&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_3?ie=UTF8&text=Douglas+Dowell+Scott&search-alias=books&field-author=Douglas+Dowell+Scott&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_4?ie=UTF8&text=David+G.+Orr&search-alias=books&field-author=David+G.+Orr&sort=relevancerank
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respective cultures (not civil unrest). Associated sites refers to sites occupied before,
during, or after a battle at which events occurred that had a direct influence on the tactical
development of the battle or the outcome of the battle. A site must be associated with a
battle in order to be considered an associated site.

Mound Sites

A mound is a deliberately constructed elevated earthen structure or earthwork, intended
for a range of potential uses. Native Americans built a variety of mounds, including flat-
topped/platform mounds, rounded cones, and ridge-shaped mounds. Some mounds took
on unusual shapes, such as the outline of cosmologically significant animals, or effigy
mounds. Some mounds, such as a few in Wisconsin, have rock formations,
or petroforms within them, on them, or near them.

Other Site Types
Landscapes (Phase I, II, and III)

It is relatively simple to determine when a building or structure has lost its structural
integrity and any potential significance lies in its value as an archaeological site. More
difficult, however, is deciding when to treat a landscape as an archaeological site.
Abandoned land, when undisturbed by later development or construction, may retain
surface or subsurface features that can provide information important to an understanding
of historic or prehistoric activities. When land historically cleared and cultivated is
reforested, visual qualities of the historic period are lost, yet landscape characteristics,
such as walls, ditches, roadways, streams, and canals, may still be in place and capable of
indicating important patterns of land use or organization.

Landscape archaeology may involve the examination of characteristics, such as walls,
road remnants, trail ruts, foundations, and refuse sites. It may also draw information
from observable patterns of erosion and vegetation. A number of techniques may be
used: analysis of soil stratigraphy; analysis of pollens and other sediments through
flotation and core sampling to determine planting patterns; surficial surveys to identify
remnant vegetation, boundary demarcations, and evidence of land use; analyses of
existing vegetation or plant succession; remote sensing to detect buried walls,
foundations, and roadways; and excavation to uncover buried irrigation systems, canals,
or planting beds.

Assessments of significance are based on well-formulated research design that considers
the historic contexts for the study area. The research design needs to indicate the
landscape characteristics that are represented in the site and the information the site is
likely to provide about the landscape characteristics that shaped an area in history or
prehistory. It must explain how the information will add to an understanding of the
property. The lack of other sources of information, such as written records or intact
properties, generally increases the importance of an archaeological site. Please refer to
NRHP Bulletin #30.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earthworks_(engineering)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frustum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frustum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Effigy_mound
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Effigy_mound
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wisconsin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petroforms
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Plantations, Tenant Farms, and Farmsteads (Phase I, I, and III)

Plantations, Tenant Farms, and Farmsteads are made up of many components (natural
and man-made)- houses, outbuildings, ancillary/dependency buildings (carriage houses
blacksmith shops, commissaries/stores, etc.), gardens, fields, fence lines, tree lines,
roadways, creeks, hills, etc. They can also include churches, schools, and cemeteries.
These components when combined with one another into a landscape, start to develop
context for the human behavior and ideas of that time period. This category of
landscapes includes antebellum plantations, tenant farms (and communities), urban
farmsteads, etc. From this type of landscape it is possible to learn more about issues of
gender, ethnicity, multiculturalism, etc. These landscapes have a "macro view" when
talking about the entire landscape (i.e.: the entire antebellum plantation and/or the
associated community/similar estates and plantations in the region) and a "micro-view"
that can focus on individual elements of that landscape (i.e.: slave quarters). Each one of
these "views" of a landscape can help to answer different questions about human life.

Traditional Cultural Properties (TCP)

The term “traditional cultural property” (TCP) is not contained in NHPA, nor in the
ACHP’s regulations. Rather, it was officially coined in 1990 when the National Register
published Bulletin 38 to provide guidance that interpreted the NHPA as applying to
properties that had traditional cultural significance to communities. Bulletin 38 is widely
utilized as guidance in identification, evaluation, and consideration of effects of federal
decisions on historic properties with traditional cultural significance (i.e., TCPs),
including those of cultural importance to Indian tribes as well as other traditional
communities. Bulletin 38 defines a TCP as an historic property “that is eligible for
inclusion in the National Register because of its association with cultural practices or
beliefs of a living community that (a) are rooted in that community’s history, and (b) are
important in maintaining the continuing cultural identity of the community” (Parker and
King 1998:1).

Like all historic properties, to be eligible for listing in the NRHP, a TCP must generally
be at least 50 years old, and meet at least one of the following four evaluation criteria
found at 36 CFR Section 60.4. In addition to these criteria, the NHPA also contains
seven criteria considerations that may render a property eligible that is ordinarily
considered ineligible for the NRHP.

Some examples of traditional cultural properties would include:

1. A location associated with the traditional beliefs of a Native American group
about its origins, its cultural history, or the nature of the world,

2. A rural community whose organization, buildings, and structures, or patterns of
land use reflect the cultural traditions valued by its long-term residents;
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3. An urban neighborhood that is the traditional home of a particular cultural group
and that reflects its beliefs and practices;

4. A location where Native American religious practitioners have historically gone,
and are known or thought to go today, to preform ceremonial activities in
accordance with traditional cultural rules of practices; and

5. A location where a community has traditionally carried out economic, artistic or
other cultural practices important in maintaining its historic identity.

Rule 12.5.3. Historic Periods & Themes

Agriculture (Farming)/Subsistence

This theme addresses the different strategies that cultures develop to procure, process,
and store food. Beyond the basic studies of site function based on the analysis of a site
location, the tool types from the site, and the food remains recovered, this theme also
explores the reconstruction of past habitats from the perspective of their potential for
human exploitation, caloric studies on the procurement and processing of food, and
subsistence strategies over time within and between neighboring regions.

Agriculture specifically refers to the process and technology of cultivating soil, producing
crops, and raising livestock and plants. Property types for the subsistence/agriculture
theme include resources related to food production such as prehistoric villages, small
family farmsteads (urban and rural), tenant and sharecropping sites; large plantations with
representative or important collections of farm and outbuildings (such as slave quarters,
kitchens, icehouses, etc.), and other agricultural complexes such as agri-businesses; sites
or properties associated with meat or fruit processing; storage facilities; agricultural
fields; animal hunting and kill sites, stockyard, barn, chicken coop, hunting corral,
hunting run, or apiary; fishing facil