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This volume for Stephen Williams had its incep-
tion on an unidentified day in midyear 1989 when it
became known to a few of us that Steve had reached
the decision to retire from Harvard after the 1992-93
academic year. One day Bruce Smith mentioned that
something should be done to produce a volume in
honor of Steve, a thought that I also had in mind but
had not voiced. Some amount of discussion between
the two of us resulted in our contacting Jim Stoltman
at the University of Wisconsin to ask him if he would
take on the responsibility of organizing and editing
such a commemorative volume. He immediately
agreed.

Thanks to some behind-the-scenes intelligence
work by Jeff Brain, a list of students who had
received their doctoraies at Harvard under Steve’s
tutelage was obtained. This list served as the starting
point for identifying and notifying potential con-
tributors of plans for the volume. As can be seen
from the table of contents, there was an outstanding
response from friends as well as former students. It
should also be noted that prior commitments, in
concert with the tight deadlines that we had to im-
pose, prevented a number of others who had hoped
to contribute to the volume from being able to do so.

In seeking a publisher for this volume we as-
sumed that Harvard University, Steve’s home in-
stitution, would be the ideal place, but, we learned
that Harvard University Press has a policy against

Foreword

publishing festschrift volumes. Our next thought
was then to seek a publisher close to the area where
Steve had conducted so much of his field research,
the Lower Mississippi Valley. For this reason, the
Mississippi Department of Archives and History
was approached, and they expressed interest, even
enthusiasm, at the idea if a substantial subvention
was provided to help defray the production costs of
the volume. A number of prospective donors were
approached in this regard, and they responded as
enthusiastically as had the various authors.

The organizers of this volume wish to acknow-
ledge, with thanks, the gracious gifts of Albert H.
Gordon, L.B. Jones, Edward M. Simmons, Doris Z.
Stone, and the Alfred Tozzer family. Their gener-
osity has made this volume possible. We are also
grateful to Elbert R. Hilliard, Director of the Missis-
sippi Department of Archives and History, and to
Patricia Kay Galloway, Archaeological Reports
Series editor, for their interest in and labor on a
volume dedicated to a man who has made major
contributions to the archeology of the state of Mis-
sissippi, to the Southeast, and to Eastern North
America generally, both through his scholarship and
through his support of students and scholars pursu-
ing archaoelogical research in the area.

James B. Griffin
January 1993






PART 1

BIOGRAPHY






1 Stephen Williams, A Career Review

Stephen Williams, Peabody Professor of
American Archaeology in the Peabody Museum and
the Department of Anthropology of Harvard Univer-
sity, was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, to Lois
(Simmons) Williams and Clyde Garfield Williams
on August 28, 1926. His birth was just before or just
after his twin brother, Philip. The twins had two
older brothers. The twins had their secondary educa-
tion at Blake School, where they both played for-
ward on the basketball team. Steve records in his
most recent book, Fantastic Archaeology, that*“Ican
still remember that fall day nearly fifty years ago
when I went into the familiar but still imposing
oak-paneled library at my country day school and
took down a copy of James Churchward’s Lost
Continent of Mu ... .”

With that as a start, he inherited a large collection
of the publications of Ignatius Donnelly on the as-
sumed lost continent of Atlantis. Almost everyone
in Minnesota had some knowledge of the Ken-
sington Stone, which did not become a fraud until
Hjalmar Holand made it his mission in life to trans-
form what surely started as a gag into a travesty of
historical research. However, with his under-
graduate work at Yale and association with Irving
Rouse, Wendel Bennett, and Cornelius Osgood, his
work at Michigan for his M.A. with James B, Grif-
fin, Volney Jones, Leslie White, and Albert Spaunld-
ing, and his final graduate work at Yale under the
same mentors, he acquired his ability to question and
require adequate documentation on archaeological

James B. Griffin
Smithsonian Institution
Washington, D.C.

and historical finds. In addition he had the unusual
experience of rooming in the home of Ralph Linton,
the last Stirling Professor of Anthropology at Yale.

His first formal archaeological experience was
as a student assistant for four weeks in 1947 with a
University of Minnesota group under the direction
of Lloyd A. Wilford. This was during the summer
between his sophomore and junior years at Yale,
which he had entered in 1945 after spending the
prior year in the U.S. Navy.

A now defunct Minneapolis Morning Tribune
had in its Monday, September 26, 1949 issue a
prominent writeup on page 17 as follows:

Digger Traces Indian History. Youth Finds
Bones 2,000 Years Old. He dug day after
day in sun-baked Arizona earth and clay to
discover scraps of information that may
solve the mystery of a “lost civilization.”

A June graduate of Yale, Williams left Sun-
day to continue his archeological research
work at University of Michigan graduate
school . . . . They started to work under the
direction of famed University of Arizona ar-
cheologist, Dr. Emil W. Haury . ..
Williams’ particular project was the restora-
tion of pit house number three, which he lo-
cated by digging in a known Mogollon vil-
lage. In so doing, he turned up what may be
significant bits of information. The house it-
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self was unique . . . . But Williams found a
vestibule in front, which authorities say
marks the first significant variation from
Mogollon architectural pattern that scien-
tists have ever discovered. Williams also
found in the main room a rare hearth, dug
into the yellow-clay floor. Age old ashes
still remained in its depths. Dr. Haury says
it is one of the first well-defined hearths
ever uncovered in a Mogollon site . . . . Wil-
liams said he plans to send much of the bric-
a-brac to Yale’s Peabody Museum of
Natural History (see Figure 1.1).

One might think that after that satisfying ex-
perience Williams would have continued to do
Southwestern archaeology, but that was not the case.
In mid-March of 1949 I received a letter with the
printed letterhead “Stephen Williams,” in which he
referred to a letter Ben Rouse had written me that
one of the senior students at Yale was thinking of
doing graduate work at Ann Arbor and asked if he
could show me a sherd collection he had made from

. . i
INDIANS LIVED IN THESE REUINS ARDUND ("Ill"’l’l TIME

a Middle Mississippi site in southern Missouri for
his senior thesis. At the same time he “would like
very much to look over the University before I
decide definitely about it.” I replied that I would be
available on March 30th. He arrived and we went
over his collection, and he was pleased with my
interpretation of it. He returned in the fall with anew
Pontiac station wagon, in which we drove in
November to the Plains Conference in Lincoln,
Nebraska in one day. It was the first of many long-
distance drives to meetings that we have since
shared, the most recent being in November 1991
from Washington to Jackson, Mississippi.

During his year at Michigan, plans were being
made for excavations at Cahokia and a survey of the
adjoining area as a part of the continuing Mississippi
Valley archaeological survey. Our headquarters in
the summer of 1950 were in the Old Court House in
St. Louis, where the specimens from the excavations
and surveys were temporarily stored. Williams
wished to pursue his interests in Southeast Missouri,
and Edward Scully was sent along with him. During
the summer, they would retum periodically to the

Figure 1.1. Photograph from the Minneapolis Morning Tribune, September 26, 1949, showmg Williams’
participation in excavations at Point of Pines, Arizona, directed by Professor Emil Haury of the University
of Arizona. Photograph courtesy of the Minnesota Historical Society.



Old Court House, and we would go over and classify
the collections they were making. Williams returned
to Yale for his final graduate years and finished his
thesis on his Missouri research in 1954. “An Archae-
ological Study of the Mississippian Culture in
Southeast Missouri,” unfortunately, was never pub-
lished.

One ceramic complex that Williams identified
included sherds that he called Varney Red Filmed.
Its association was with “a variant of the general
Mississippian tradition which was characterized al-
most entirely by plain shell tempered with handles
rare to absent.” He reported that the complex was
identifiable by large jars and salt pans with heavy
red filmed interiors and sometimes exteriors
(1954:30). This complex he called the Malden Plain
phase and wrote that it “is a regional variant of the
Mississippian tradition which ‘feels’ early” because
of the absence of decorated forms, few handles, and
the vessel shapes. Later excavations (1967-1976) at
the Zebree site in Mississippi County, Arkansas, a
representative of the Big Lake phase in that area, has
confirmed that this earliest Mississippian complex
can be dated A.D. 900, and Williams’ belief that it
was early has been substantiated (Morse and Morse
1983:217-222), Neither Williams in the early 1950s
nor Phillips, Ford, and Griffin in the 1940s were
expecting the Varney-Big Lake pottery to be the
earliest true Mississippi forms.

In addition to his field research in Missouri he
spent some time in the mid-1950s studying the col-
lection of Dr. J.K. Hampson in Nodena, Arkansas.
He was assisted in this work by Dixie Hampson and
was subsequently heard to whistle the tune. But his
archaeological interests were much broader than
North America. Thus in the summer of 1955 he
purchased a Volkswagen that was delivered in Paris
and that he used during a three-month period to visit
archaeological sites and museums in France, Spain,
Italy, Austria, Holland, and England, providing first-
hand experience for his future teaching of introduc-
tory archaeology as well as providing balance to
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complement his Southwestern and Southeastern ex-
perience.

In 1954 Steve went to Harvard because of the
guidance and support given to the study of Lower
Mississippi Valley archaeology by Philip Phillips.
The recipient of an NSF post-doctoral fellowship,
he spent 1955-56 pursuing his Lower Valley re-
search interests, and then was appointed a Lecturer
in 1956. He took his teaching responsibilities very
seriously, which enabled him to gradually move to
atenured professorship in 1967 and then an appoint-
ment as Peabody Professor of American Archaeo-
logy and Ethnology two years later. Within the
Museum, he progressed from his first position as
Research Fellow to Assistant Curator to Curator to
Director and then back to Curator. He will retire as
Professor Emeritus. You can’t retire as Curator
Emeritus, the Harvard Corporation forbids.

During his years of formal teaching, Steve of-
fered a wide range of courses from introductory
anthropology to a beginning course in archaeology
(which he created) to courses on American archae-
ology emphasizing the eastern United States,
method and theory, and the history of American
archaeology, which included Jeremy Sabloff and
John Belmont in one year. He also taught North
American archaeology and world prehistory in Har-
vard Extension. During his later years of teaching,
he began to offer a course in “Fantastic Archaeo-
logy” to inform students on how to distinguish be-
tween the genuine and the spurious archaeological
reports in newspapers, magazines, lectures, films,
and books. This resulted in a volume published in
1991 by the University of Pennsylvania Press, Fan-
tastic Archaeology: The Wild Side of North
American Prehistory, which is a remarkable volume
of scholarship. It ranks side by side with Robert
Wauchope’s Lost Tribes and Sunken Continents:
Mpyth and Method in the Study of the American
Indian, published some thirty years earlier, but
covers more instances of frauds, misconceptions,
and persistent stupidity. In addition he was an ad-
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visor and counselor for innumerable students,
whether they were engaged in work in his major area
of research or not, as certified by various Harvard
students in letters excerpted in this chapter. He was
the primary professor for at least 25 completed
doctorates, most of whom have been significant
contributors to archaeological knowledge from
Towa and Wisconsin to Florida and from Maine to
Louisiana.

Williams was an able fundraiser for both the
Museum and for the continuing Lower Mississippi
Valley Survey. Major projects whose financing was
obtained under Steve’s leadership include the Toz-
zer Library and its building maintenance fund, in-
dexing of the Tozzer Library holdings, and the Mar-
garet Currier, Stephen Williams, Margaret C. Tozzer
Endowment. A $450,000 grant from the National
Science Foundation was obtained for the reor-
ganization and preservation of the Photo Archives
in the Peabody Museum. In addition he gave lectures
for the Harvard Alumni Association in fifteen cities
from Baltimore to San Diego, from Bangor to Hous-
ton. He led Alumni tours to Louisiana and Missis-
sippi and three to Santa Fe and vicinity.

Williams was active on Harvard committees,
including chairing the Undergraduate Admissions
Committee for ten years, chairing the Task Force on
College Life for two years, and chairing the Com-
mittee on Non-Departmental Instruction for six
years. In addition he served as a member of the
Harvard Foundation for Inter-Racial Affairs, was on
the standing committee on expository writing and
on athletics, and was a member of the Board of
Adpvisors of the W.E.B. Du Bois Institute for nine
years. He was Chairman of the University Museums
Council for four years and served eight years on the
Advisory Committee, Pre-Columbian of Dumbar-
ton Oaks, where his views on the acquisition of
specimens must have caused some discomfort.

For two years, 1954-55, he did historical and
archaeological research on the Caddo for the
Department of Justice. He was Treasurer of the
Council for Museum Anthropology, 1974-1977; a

member of the Archaeology Conservancy Board,
1984-1988; Editor of the Southeastern Archaeo-
logical Conference publications, 1959-1967; a
member of its Executive Committee, 1982-1985;
and an active member of the Society for American
Archaeology and the Mid-South Archaeological
Conference.

Shortly after his appointment as Assistant
Professor in 1958, he obtained and furnished a ver-
tical flat on Beacon Hill. I remember how proud he
was of it as he showed it to me and my wife on one
of our visits to Cambridge not long after it was
essentially refitted. Steve was married to Eunice
Ford on January 6, 1962, which began a long, for-
tunate, felicitous union. They have two children,
Stephen John, who is in the Navy, and Timothy, who
is a graduate student in the School of Architecture at
the University of Washington, For a number of years
while the boys were growing up, the Williams fami-
ly had their summer vacation on Cape Cod. Among
other activities, Steve was able to continue his sail-
ing experiences and expertise that had begun in his
boyhood around Minneapolis. One change of
scenery was the year they spent in Santa Fe in 1977.
How a man from the land of 10,000 lakes could
become enamored of the Santa Fe environment is
difficult to understand, but as a result, Steve and
Eunice are planning to retire in Santa Fe.

Steve became Director of the Peabody Museum
in 1967 and was anointed a Professor in the Harvard
College. This was after some 13 years of exposure
to the Harvard environment, which might have
served as a brake on taking on such a time-filling
task. He kept a diary of activities, as is his custom,
and entered rather formal statements of his views of
the proper function of the Peabody Museum and its
interaction with the Department of Anthropology.
He prepared a booklet, *“From the Director’s Desk,”
documenting his tenure as Director. An “Introduc-
tion” by the President of Harvard, Derek C. Bok,
comments on the Peabody Museum as an important
part of the instructional and research role of the
university. His initial paragraph reads:



I should like to take this opportunity to
recognize the great progress that has been
made in the last decade under the leadership
of Professor Stephen Williams. These ac-
complishments represent the most eloquent
testimony to the effort and imagination that
Professor Williams has devoted to the main-
tenance and growth of the Peabody.

After commenting on several Peabody programs
augmented in the ten-year tenure of Steve’s direc-
torship, President Bok concluded that, “These are
noteworthy accomplishments. They provide an im-
pressive reminder of all we owe to faculty members,
such as Professor Williams, who are willing to
sacrifice their scholarly work to devote their ener-
gies to enhancing Harvard’s great museums and
cultural resources.” Such moments are rewarding,
but Williams’ ten year period as the administrative
head of America’s most famous anthropology
museum was full of thorns as well as roses, He was
not an absentee officer or one who delegated or
neglected difficult decisions or managerial respon-
sibility. He was engaged in, and oversaw, every facet
of the functioning of that cultural treasure, including
The Case of the Purloined Stela from Machaquila in
Central Guatemala, the development of the Univer-
sity statement on the acquisition of antiquities, and
an active participation in 1967 in Harvard’s science
funding drive, as a result of which the Peabody was
to receive two million dollars. Plans were made for
additional Peabody space of 177,000 square feet, but
promised support was not forthcoming, That disap-
pointment was tempered, however, by a million
dollar gift for the Tozzer Memorial Library, whose
construction, after much travail, was completed in
late October, 1974. This was surely the most impor-
tant addition to the Museum facilities since the
Museum was started over 110 years earlier.

Active field research programs were conducted
by Peabody Museum staff and students in the Near
East, Peru, the Maya area, the Lower Mississippi
Valley, Europe, Chiapas, Brazil, South Africa,
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Kenya, the Solomon Islands, and India. The fruits of
these activities and earlier research resulted in an
increase in the number and rate of publications that
were prepared and issued by the Publications
Department. Other phases of Museum activities,
such as exhibits, lectures, conferences, American
and foreign professional visitors, acquisitions, and
donations, all increased under Steve’s nurture.
Funding for the Museum was always difficult, but
in 1975-76 gifts and special receipts totaled nearly
$520,000, the sixth straight year in excess of
$400,000.

Writing of the fall of 1970, Williams recalled
that the “term started with beautiful golden-warm
afternoons and abomb blast across the street.” In the
fall of 1972 “The summer doldrums, with gentle
breezes and long afternoons, have bypassed
Cambridge this season, too. Every year I look for-
ward to the time when the building is really empty
of both students and research staff, and each year I
find that they are not what fill my days with ac-
tivities. It's Buildings and Grounds, fund raising,
and foundation chasing, and odds and ends.”

Steve took pride in the continuing publications
in the several Peabody series, a number of separate
volumes, and a private-press series, “Antiquities of
the New World: Early Explorations in Archaeo-
logy,” with new introductions by Peabody staff
members and a few by outsiders. In this latter series
a volume of papers by that giant of early American
anthropology, Frederick Ward Putnam, had an intro-
duction by Williams emphasizing the important role
his eminent predecessor had played, particularly in
archaeology, even though he was wrong in some of
his interpretations of archaeological data. While
Steve was pleased at each publication, I believe he
had more satisfaction with the issuance of studies in
which he had some part, such as Phil Phillips’
masterful study of Lower Yazoo Basin archaeology
and its place in Lower Mississippi Valley prehistory
and the magnificent study of the engraved marine
shell funerary offerings from the Craig Mound of the
Spiro site by Phillips and Brown.



8 Archaeological Report No. 25, 1993

In his last newsletter as Director, written in the
winter of 1977, he referred to Gerald Ford leaving
his Presidency for California as follows: “I can now
sympathize with him in many ways I would never
have imagined a few days ago. The decision to step
down as Director was not taken lightly or quickly
after a decade, but the withdrawal symptoms are
evident.” During the first two years of his director-
ship, he was also Chairman of the Department of
Anthropology while the support for amuch enlarged
Anthropology building with a much enlarged eth-
nographic research facility seemed a distinct pos-
sibility. But this did not come about, primarily be-
cause such an expansion was frozen out of the
Program for Science at Harvard when failure of the
fund-raising drive shifted its title to *’Finish the Job.”
It certainly finished the Museum expansion, with the
final stages of the architectural plans having been
completed since March 1971. This must have been
one of the major disappointments of his career.

As museum director, Steve developed and
propounded strong views on the illegal acquisition
of antiquities. These views are given muted expres-
sion in his article in the Saturday Review, October
1972 Science number, where he commented on
cases of vandalism in Guatemala, Mexico, and Peru,
noting that such activity was an old industry in the
Middle East and Egypt and not unknown in the
United States. He wrote: “Legislation has proved to
be quile futile in a climate of opinion that at worst,
condones the looting of sites, or that, at best, only
mildly condemns it. In the United States, with the
exception of a few areas that have special legislation
protecting historic districts, most private property
remains exempt from existing federal or local laws
that prohibit destruction of artifacts or that preserve
monuments of antiquity. For example, a prehistoric
Indian mound on any private farm in any state of the
Union is fair game for the bulldozer or the looter if
the owner agrees.” Individuals who purchase ar-
tifacts excavated by untrained diggers with no
prospect of producing a satisfactory report on their
work are at least as guilty of unethical conduct as the

digger, even if the purchaser places the specimens
in a museum for his greater glory. The situation in
1972 that Williams castigated is not as bad now, with
some recent federal and state legislation now on the
books. However, some of these legislative actions
were not wisely wrought and only serve to satisfy a
strident minority of naive, half-learned individuals,
and politicians.

On May 28, 1958 Steve wrote me that following
the twenty-third annual meeting of the Society for
American Archaeology, held earlier in May in Nor-
man, Oklahoma, he had stopped to make a surface
collection at the Knapp (Toltec) mounds in Arkan-
sas. His comment on the pottery and projectile
points was, “Looks pre-Gibson to me!!!!” At that
time the George C. Davis site in northeast Texas was
being touted as quite early and a point of entry for
people and ideas from Mexico. In the second para-
graph of the same letter he wrote: “I just wanted to
remind you that this graduate student of ours:
Kwang-Chi Chang, was going to be coming to your
place around the 9th or 10th of June. He has a
traveling fellowship to see museums and excava-
tions, I am sure he would like to meet Kamer (Aga-
Oglu) too.” Mrs. Aga-Oglu was Curator of the
Orient in the Museum of Anthropology who became
an authority in Chinese export wares into Southeast
Asia and the Philippines. Chang received his Ph.D.
from Harvard in 1960, was at Yale University for a
number of years, and returned to Harvard. In
response to my request for a statement on his views
of Williams as a colleague he wrote:

I have known Steve for thirty-five years,
and it is difficult to give you what I know
and how I feel in a brief passage. I can say
this: above all I favor Steve for his unwaver-
ing loyalty-loyalty to his friends and col-
leagues; to his institution; and to the highest
standards of scholarship. All who know him
know of numerous instances of Steve’s
loyalty to people he values and respects.
The decade of his stewardship of Peabody



Museum is marked, in every action he took
and every word he uttered as Museum direc-
tor, by his consideration for the Museum’s
best interest. His Fantastic Archaeology,
which has just been published, is the best
testimony to Steve’s firm loyalty not to
people, however famous or distinguished,
but to the standards of scholarly quality by
which their works-anyone’s works—are to
be measured, Steve is a rare gentleman, and
I am privileged to be among his friends.

I know that Steve's appreciation of KC as a
scholar, connoisseur of Chinese cuisine, and gra-
cious gentleman was shared with me, particularly
when Steve and KC were teaching extension courses
at the same time and were able to have periods of
relaxation together over evening meals and on their
way to and from teaching sessions.

Antonio J. (Tono) Waring, Jr. was a native of
Savannah, Georgia who received his college educa-
tion at Yale and his M.D. from the Yale Medical
School. As a young man, he became interested in the
prehistory of the Savannah area and should have
taken his doctorate in Anthropology. Instead, he
became a pediatrician, but maintained an active
participant role in Southeastern archacology, both in
field work and publication. Shortly after Waring’s
death, Williams became aware of the existence of a
number of unpublished manuscripts at Georgia State
College and in Savannah and felt they should be
published in a single volume, The result was The
Waring Papers, published jointly by the Peabody
Museum and the University of Georgia Press (Wil-
liams 1968). This fine volume was a tribute both to
the person and to archaeology, for Tono was gifted
and probably equal in stature to the best in Georgia.
The inspiration and perspiration that produced the
volume is typical Williams in its compassion for an
individual who lived a difficult life but had high
standards of professional behavior.

In the collection of papers prepared to honor
William G. Haag when he retired from Louisiana
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State University, Williams co-authored with John
Belmont a fine study of the typology, distribution,
cultural association, and temporal placement of
painted pottery in three regions in the southern Mis-
sissippi Valley: the LowerRed, Tensas/Naichez, and
Lower Yazoo. This seminal paper corrects earlier
temporal and associational assignments and em-
phasizes the interrelatedness of northwest Florida
and the Lower Mississippi Valley during the years
from about 50 B.C. to the historic period.

In the same volume Williams has a short paper
on the historical continuity of ceramic making in the
Southeast up to quite recent times. Eighteen tribal
societies were still making pottery, and the illustra-
tions featured vessels found by Gregory Perino on
Choctaw sites of about 1840 in McCurtain County,
Oklahoma.

Williams was one of three archaeologists who
formed a committee that produced *“Research and
Reflections in Archaeology and History: Essays in
Honor of Doris Stone.” In this festschrift volume he
prepared a tribute to Doris on her accomplishments
during a long career more or less contemporary with
two other outstanding women archaeologists,
Frederica de Laguna and Isabel Kelly. Steve also
prepared her bibliography with the help of several
librarians. This is another example of his willingness
to participate and contribute to tasks to honor and
support colleagues and students.

Williams’ contributions to the Southeastern Ar-
chaeological Conference have been a continuing
source of pleasure for him, for he has a strong
commitment to its aims and to its changing person-
nel. At the 50th annual meeting “Golden Jubilee” he
gave the banquet address that included reference to
many of the participants in past meetings or who
were influential in Southeastern archaeology. His
mention of these people provides a brief glimpse of
many stalwart workers from the mid 1930s to 1988.

Steve has always had compassion for his col-
leagues working in the Southeast. Robert Stuart
Neitzel was, in many ways, the antithesis of Steve
in dress (most of the time), in imbibing, in public
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behavior, and in seeming not to care what the future
might bring. Steve, however, valued his friendship,
saw through the facade that Neitzel portrayed, and
recognized his commitment to Southeastern archae-
ology. Recognizing that Neitzel was well informed,
an excellent excavator, and a willing instructor to
individuals just beginning their careers, Steve incor-
porated him into many of the activities of the Lower
Mississippi Valley survey, and both benefited from
that collaboration.

One of Williams® strengths was his ability to
interact effectively with collectors, land owners,
tenant farmers, and others who furnished informa-
tion on the archaeological resources of an area. His
behavior and bearing inspired confidence and
opened doors that provided work opportunities for
students and colleagues alike. As Jan Brown has
written me on April 11, 1991, “. . . one of Steve’s
fortes in archaeological field work is getting things
started. Jeff [Brain], T.R. [Kidder], Rick [Fuller],
and myself have numerous stories on the role Steve
played in our projects, especially in getting the camp
started. This was what he always enjoyed most.”
This statement was in a cover letter to me, along with
copies of the letters involving the negotiations for
the Petit Anse Project on Avery Island, a part of the
Lower Mississippi Survey in 1977 under Steve’s
general direction. Those involved were Walter S.
Mclihenny, Edward M. Simmons, Lanier Simmons,
Jeffrey P. Brain, Nancy Lambert-Brown, Ian Brown,
Sherwood Gagliano, and Jon Gibson. The cor-
respondence covers some 36 pages. It was con-
ducted with gentility, friendship, and, eventually, a
feeling of satisfaction.

One of the undergraduate students at Harvard
who became involved in the Lower Mississippi Sur-
vey was Vincas Steponaitis. In his sophomore year
he took a course from Jeff Brain on North American
archaeology and decided to sign up for the Natchez
program for the summer of 1972. In answer to my
request Vin replied:

Having returned from a very interesting
summer in Natchez, I spent the better part
of my junior and senior years hanging
around the Peabody Museum. Steve would
often come up to the Putnam Lab or his 4th
floor office (especially at ‘tea time’) and
chat about Southeastern archaeology. I also
remember being introduced to Steve’s
photographs of, and notes on, various
museum and private collections from the
Lower Mississippi Valley. That’s how I be-
came aware of the importance of these col-
lections, including the Ford and Chambers
material from the Big Black, on which I
subsequently did some work.

But my most vivid recollection is of a con-
versation I had with Steve in April of my
senior year. I had been accepted to two
graduate schools, Brown and Michigan, and
was wrestling with the decision of where to
go. I was more attracted to the Michigan
‘program’ but they had not offered me finan-
cial aid; Brown, on the other hand, had of-
fered a generous fellowship. I remember
Steve saying, “Go to Michigan; Griffin will
take care of you.” With that reassurance, 1
went to Michigan, and Steve turned out to
be right.

Williams shared with me a great Christmas
present that he had received recently from a former
student at Harvard, which came as a most welcome
antidote to certain unpleasant currents that had
developed with some of his associates. Geoffrey
Conrad, Director of the Mathers Museum at Indiana
University, wrote on December 18, 1990:

Dear Steve,

I find myself thinking of you frequently
these days, and I’ve realized that I should



have written this letter years ago. So I beg
your indulgence-I’m slow, but I get there.

What's happened this year is that two of my
junior faculty colleagues have been coming
to me for advice—without ever saying so,
they’ve made it obvious that they have set-
tled on me as a mentor. Finding myself cast
in this role causes me to reflect on how
much you have filled that role for me, and
how much you’ve meant to me over the
years (25 now, if you stop to count them),
While I’ve known all of this for a long time,
I don’t think I've ever acknowledged it
openly or thanked you properly.

So, from the bottom of my heart, thanks for
all you’ve done for me over the time we’ve
known each other. You’ve been a superb
mentor and a true friend, and it’s meant a
lot to me, and what I understand now is that
you not only steered me toward it when the
opportunity arose, but that you'd been
preparing me for it all along-sometimes
through explicit advice, sometimes just by
example. Some of it went over my head at
the time, but I guess it all sunk in in the end.

I’ve been very lucky to have known you,
and I owe you a great debt. I don’t think I
can ever repay you directly, but I will try to
pass things along to the next generation.
Maybe that will count for something,
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was readily evident. His introductory semi-
nar for first-year grad students in archaeo-
logy was meticulously prepared, broadly
based, and extremely enlightening as to the
growth of archaeological theory, method
and practice. He was readily accessible to
students interested in continuing seminar
discussions, and his enthusiasm for archaeo-
logy and archaeological fieldwork was con-
tagious. Moreover, Steve’s bibliographic in-
terests stimulated students like myself to fre-
quent the used bookstores of the Boston
area in the hopes of discovering some rare,
out-of-print (and hopefully inexpensive) ar-
chaeology books.

Another non-Southeasterner who benefited
from the association with Williams is William
Fitzhugh, head of the Arctic Studies Center of the
National Museum of Natural History of the Smith-
sonian Institution. His statement is both longer and
somewhat more formal than others that I obtained.
Its distinctiveness is preserved below:

Around the Tea Table: Some Peabody
Memories of a Putnam Labradorian

There was a time, back in the good 'ol days
when archeologists were real persons, that
Mississippians would regularly beat a trail
north to Alaska. Those days, regrettably,
had passed by the time I matriculated, close-
cropped, at the Peabody in 1970. Coughed
up from the engineroom of the USS

11

Jeremy Sabloff, a Harvard graduate whose re- Peregrine, AG 176, onto the pier at Boston
search is primarily in the Maya area and a former Navy Base, the US Naval Reserve officer
colleague of Steve's on the Harvard faculty, looked up, noted my destination across
prepared a brief comment for this chapter: town, “Harvard, eh . . . we've got enough

trouble down here with Viet Nam busi-
Stephen Williams is one of the most dedi- ness,” and in a flash I was delivered from
cated teachers I have known. When I began four years of impending naval reserve duty
my graduate studies at Harvard in the mid- to full-time graduate student status. On the

1960’s, Steve’s commitment to students other side of the revolving door was Sieve
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Williams. He didn’t know it then, but I had
just come from the Arctic and was planning
to by-pass the Lower Yazoo Basin.

It’s hard to imagine those first days and
months-a sea of graduate students, incom-
prehensible genetics and statistics courses,
social anthropology students speaking some
kind of abstruse William James dialect, but
as my hair grew out the tones began to
sound vaguely atavistic, almost intelligible.
If you couldn’t understand your fellow stu-
dents-the Renato Rosaldos and Rick
Schweders—at least you felt you were on the
same planet with Vogtie. And for Steve Wil-
liams (whose hair was also reassuring: by
mid-semester mine was longer than his),
my disguise was holding. More importantly,
through the good offices of old hands like
John Terrell and Cynthia Weber I found a
seat around Steve’s afternoon tea table.
Here indeed was a haven for the oppressed
and bewildered, provided you mustered up
respectably on the North American Prehis-
tory exam. That done, and as Vogtie’s social
anthropology seminar took off into the
“SocRel” miasma, I discovered the Putnam
lab and its director-by now my advisor—
part of a reassuring new world. Slowly a
sense of identity began to take root.

Steve’s role as an academic advisor had an
immense effect on me, and in later years I
found that his impact left an indelible im-
print also on all of the students he became
associated with. The “became associated
with” is the key phrase, because Steve’s in-
terests and energies were not universally
available. His was not a large coterie, even
in the halcyon days of the late 60s when an
incoming class of Harvard graduate stu-
dents numbered 16 in archeology alone—
granted, most bound for Peru or Belize.

And because Steve was not actively pursu-
ing field studies but was ordering LMS pot-
sherds, uncovering the roots of American ar-
cheology, assuming Directorship of the
Peabody, and professionalizing the tired

and musty field of museology, we were
being offered a graduate career none of us
had expected but which, in the end,
produced a large number of curators and
museum directors.

As the Putnam Lab, re-styled William-
sesque, brought the back end of the
Peabody Museum out of its southwestern
grit-and-cigar era, our group around the tea
table grew closer even while we grew apart.
Unlike so many other graduate experiences—
none at Harvard of course!-that centered on
a version of enslavement to a core program,
we found ourselves hovering around the
periphery of the LMS, regaled by old
stories about the grand masters-Phillips,
Ford (pre-formative), Griffin, and that
turncoat Willey who migrated south. Be-
cause Steve was so involved with the
museum in these days, because of geog-
raphy (Harvard is in New England), and be-
cause many in the program had Ritchie
roots, many of us found dissertation topics
scattered around the periphery of the Lower
Mississippi, like in New England, rather
than in it. This had not been the case with
our predecessors around the tea table-Dave
Hally, Frank Schambach, Mike Hoffman,
and others-who had already taken up the
Southeastern banner. For one reason or
another, our group soaked up those South-
eastern and Archaic seminars but then
headed for the hills rather than the swamps—
John Terrell to Bougainville, Bruce Bour-
que to Penobscot Bay, Dan Ingersoll to the
historical archeology of Puddle Duck in
Portsmouth, N.H. (here Williams was really



keen and way ahead of his field), Tom
Layton somewhere into the Rocky Moun-
tains, Bill Rathje to the garbage dump (via
Mesoamerica and the New Archeology),
Cynthia Weber to Iroquoia and her pipes,
Vince Wilcox to the Heye Foundation via
Fort Shantok, and Dave Browman, Drexel
Peterson, and Kent Day to “higher civiliza-
tions” God-knows where. But throughout,
as we made our way into our chosen fields,
we carried with us Steve’s tidbits and
treasures on the history of American ar-
cheology and ideas about the foundations of
North American archeology.

My course was not to be the pleasures of
Plaguemine or the Tchefuncte trail, dangled
so temptingly before me, but another. That
difficult moment came when Steve asked
me to consider a Southeastern dissertation.
The winged nazguls passed overhead; the
sky darkened momentarily. But fortunately
there were precedents, and illustrious ones
at that, ones who had, in saner, more reli-
able periods in their careers, participated in
real archeology before abandoning the clay
pits for Alaska permafrost. Henry Collins
and his side-kick, that stringbean giant Jim
Ford (who Collins liked to pose with a
stadia rod and the shortest Eskimo on the
crew for effect), and Elmer Harp (Harvard
Ph.D,, even!) had beaten a path to the
Arctic before me; why couldn’t 1?

Steve was gracious, understood. The LMS
could wait, and those paper bags of sherds
and bones weren’t going anywhere fast;
quite the opposite with Harry Hornblower’s
architectural plans for the Tozzer Library
where he and Steve were definitely on a
roll. Thank goodness those young turks—
Collins and Ford-had found their way north
in time for me. With Henry’s prize-winning
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work on the archeology of St. Lawrence Is-
land, and Jim Ford’s work at Barrow, that
system worked out for Southeastern pot-
sherds became a type system for harpoon
heads and formed the basis for a scientific
Arctic chronology and prehistory. Steve’s
only admonishment was about unpronoun-
ceable phase names. Please, no more
Siberian Yupik and Inupiat phase names
and harpoon head types: out with Sek-
lowagyaget, Miyowagh, Ipiutak, Birnirk

(. . . but what about Tchefuncte and Pla-
quemine, I protested?). In short order we
were over the hump, and for the next two
years I found my life enriched by the unend-
ing store of Americana archaeological that
osmosed from those afternoon tea bags.
And I found Steve to be an ardent supporter
as my thesis work commenced, moved into
the Canadian channels, and my interests
broadened to musings about trans-Atlantic
contacts and circumpolar visions. Perhaps
there was life outside the Lower Mississippi
afterall! Even better, near the end, when
doubts overwhelmed me and I was ready to
throw out a third of my dissertation final
draft, he said “press on.”

For a teacher and advisor, I could not have
had better, and through the years I have con-
tinued to learn from Steve’s vast store of
knowledge. More gratifying, Steve served
as advisor and friend for a slew of younger
Arctic venturers, Steven Cox, Arthur
Spiess, and most recently Anne Henshaws,
all infected with northern fever. We, who
did not choose the Mississippi Valley, con-
tinue in one way or another to sit at Steve’s
tea table and to absorb his knowledge of
American archacology, his insights about
the history of our field, his concems about
the preservation of collections and a profes-
sional museology. I will have to leave to
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others to recount memorabilia of the Yazoo,
Gagliano’s meander chronology, those
curious Poverty Point clay balls and
damned “bird-shaped” mounds (SW: “Do
ya see ’em? They’re there in the drawing
sure enough, but not in the dirt”); but I have
benefited greatly from Steve’s work as a
teacher and a friend who introduced me to
museum anthropology and made it matter.
And still the Lower Mississippi pipeline to
the North lives on!

John Terrell, who is Curator of Oceanic Archae-
ology and Ethnology at the Field Museum of Natural
History, wrote me about his association with Wil-
liams while he was a student at Harvard, underscor-
ing Fitzhugh’s discussion of Williams’ willingness
to support good graduate or undergraduate students
in Anthropology:

I first encountered Steve Williams in 1961
toward the end of my freshman year at col-
lege. He had walked over to the Union from
Peabody Museum to talk with students
about majoring in Anthropology. After he
had left us to digest his words, we all com-
mented on how young Williams was. Yet he
was a Harvard professor! We were im-
pressed. And we all feared we would never
rise so quickly to rank in the academic
world.

At that time, I was eaming pocket money
by working evenings at Harvard as a library
assistant. Not long after meeting him, how-
ever, I heard he needed a student research
assistant for the following academic year. I
applied for the job. I got it. I kept it for the
remaining three years of my undergraduate
career.

Steve often told me during those years that
he was surprised how easily I understood

his research instructions and work requests.
He said people usually misunderstand him.
He attributed my ease of understanding to
the fact that we both had twins. It is quite
true that, when we were young, my twin
sister Jane and I communicated with each
other intensely without need of words. So
Steve’s explanation, if one was needed,
made sense to me.

It never appeared to bother Steve that, as an
undergraduate, I was more interested in
European prehistory than in the Lower Mis-
sissippi Valley. (I hasten to record, however,
that I did spend the summer of 1964 in
Louisiana working with him on the Tensas
Archaeological Survey.) Like many other
people, I owe Steve a great deal. He took
me seriously as an anthropologist long
before I deserved such consideration. He
helped personalize a university that was all
too often cold and impersonal. And he kept
a watchful 