Lesson Five: Coming Home

Objectives:
Students will learn about the benefits and challenges facing veterans returning home, particularly the educational and
home loan benefits provided by the GI Bill and post-war housing design, and suburban sprawl.

Materials: GI Bill Fast Facts; Internet access; Veterans Going Back to School worksheet; Veterans and Home Loans; Post-War
Housing Fast Facts; Newspaper Articles (three articles total); GI Subdivision Map; Map Packet (three maps total); Jackson
City Limits; Lesson Five Quiz.

Procedures:

Activity One: Veterans Going Back to School

1. Have students review GI Bill Fast Facts.

2. Go to http://www.nationalww2museum.org/learn/education/for-students/national-history-day/gi-bill-of-rights.pdf
and read the Education section of The GI Bill of Rights and How it Works published in 1944. Then read the same section
of The Amended GI Bill of Rights and How it Works from 1945 (included).

3. Have students compare the two pamphlets and then complete the Veterans Going Back to School worksheet.

Activity Two: Veterans and Home Loans
1. Have students review GI Bill Fast Facts.
2. Distribute the Veterans and Home Loans worksheet and complete the math questions.

Activity Three: GI Dream Homes

1. Have students review Post-War Housing Fast Facts.

2. Distribute the Newspaper Articles about the Tripps Crossing GI Subdivision and the GI Subdivision Map.

3. Conduct a lottery within the class to match each student with a lot. This can be done by writing the names of students
and lot numbers on pieces of paper and placing each in separate containers. Then draw a slip from each at the same
time to create a match. Or you may have students pick the lot they would have purchased for their dream home.

4. Then, using the image and description of the first home constructed in the subdivision, have students design and draw
their own dream home.

5. When all homes are completed, display them on the classroom wall in the layout of the subdivision with the street
identifications.

Activity Four: The Start of the Suburban Sprawl

1. Have students review Post-War Housing Fast Facts.

2. Distribute the Map Packet and the Jackson City Limits worksheet to students.

3. Using the maps and the worksheet as a guide, conduct a class discussion about the cause and effect of migration to the
suburbs. Ask students to relate this subject to their own hometown. Do they live in a city or a suburb? Where do most
of their local population live and work?

Extension Activity:
The GI Bill Today: Have students research Gillespie V. “Sonny” Montgomery, the Mississippian responsible for revising

the GI Bill in 1984. Why was the issue of veteran benefits so important to Montgomery? How has the GI Bill changed since
then to provide benefits for veterans?

1



GI Bill Fast Facts

o Necessary because after World War I veterans only
received $60 and a train ticket home. In 1932, at
the height of the Great Depression, World War
I veterans marched on Washington to demand
bonus pay; they were kicked out by U.S. troops.
o Formally titled the Servicemens Readjustment Act
of 1944 but better known as the “GI Bill.” It was
signed into law by President Franklin D. Roosevelt
on June 22, 1944.
o Offers four major areas of assistance:
o Education and job training
o Guaranty of loans
o Unemployment allowances
+ Job-finding assistance
o In 1947, the peak year for the GI Bill, forty-nine
percent of college students were veterans. By 1956,
when the GI Bill ended, out of the sixteen million
veterans who served during World War II, 7.8 The Springboard. From The Camp Clinton POW WOW, vol. 2,
million had used their benefits to attend college or no. 13, April 13, 1945. MDAH Archives and Records Services.
other educational training.
o Between 1944 and 1952 veterans received nearly 2.4 million home loans.
o Less than twenty percent of funds reserved for unemployment benefits were used by veterans.
o In 1984, Mississippi Congressman Gillespie V. “Sonny” Montgomery revised the GI Bill. It was updated again
in 2008 and continues to provide funds for education and home loans to veterans of the armed forces.
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NAME: DATE:

Veterans Going Back to School

Go to http://www.nationalww2museum.org/learn/education/for-students/national-history-day/gi-bill-of-rights.
pdf and read the Education section of The GI Bill of Rights and How it Works published in 1944. Then read the
same section of The Amended GI Bill of Rights and How it Works from 1945. Compare the two pamphlets and
then complete the following questions.

1944 1945

What is the minimum number of
days you had to serve on active
duty to be eligible for educational
benefits?

How many years after the end of
the war are benefits available?

How much will the Government
pay the school per year?

What does this fee cover?

What does the Government give as
a living allowance if you are single?

What does the Government give as
a living allowance if you have one
or more dependents?

What is the maximum number
of years the Government will pay
veterans for their education?

Will the Government pay for
apprenticeships or other on-the-job
training courses?

Why do you think the various changes were made?
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NAME: DATE:

Veterans Going Back to School Answer Key

Go to http://www.nationalww2museum.org/learn/education/for-students/national-history-day/gi-bill-of-rights.
pdf and read the Education section of The GI Bill of Rights and How it Works published in 1944. Then read the
same section of The Amended GI Bill of Rights and How it Works from 1945. Compare the two pamphlets and
then complete the following questions.

1944 1945
What is the minimum number of |90 90
days you had to serve on active
duty to be eligible for educational
benefits?
How many years after the end of 7 9
the war are benefits available?
How much will the Government $500 $500

pay the school per year?

What does this fee cover?

Tuition, laboratory, library, health,
infirmary, and other similar fees;
books, supplies, equipment, and
other necessary expenses, not
including living and traveling
expenses.

Tuition, laboratory, library, health,
infirmary, and other similar fees;
books, supplies, equipment, and
other necessary expenses, not
including living and traveling
expenses.

What does the Government give as
a living allowance if you are single?

$50

$65

What does the Government give as
a living allowance if you have one
or more dependents?

$75

$90

What is the maximum number
of years the Government will pay
veterans for their education?

4 years

4 years

Will the Government pay for
apprenticeships or other on-the-job
training courses?

yes

yes

Why do you think the various changes were made?

The Government was very concerned about ensuring that the 16 million veterans of WWII would have access

to a job or education after the war rather than face massive unemployment. Extending the length of time
educational benefits could be used and providing a larger living allowance for veterans and their rapidly growing
families encouraged more veterans to take advantage of this particular aspect of the GI Bill.

20



NAME: DATE:

Veterans and Home Loans

The GI Bill of Rights and How it Works explains that the government will guarantee one-half of a loan (up to
$2,000) made by a bank for the purpose of buying or constructing homes, farms, farm equipment, or business
property. On the guaranteed part of the loan the government promises to pay the interest for the first year as long
as it is not over 4 percent. The loan must be repaid in full within twenty years. The government also promises
that if you are unable to repay the loan in full it will pay back fifty percent of the loan up to $2,000.

With these facts in mind and the charts below, complete the following math problems.

Population Average Home Values (Unadjusted for Inflation)
1940s 1950s 1940s 1950s
United States | 132,122,446 152,271,417 United States | $2,938 $7,354
Mississippi 2,176,000 2,179,000 Mississippi $1,189 $4,159
Homeownership Rates

1940s 1950s

United States |43.6% 55.0%

Mississippi 33.3% 47.8%

1. a. How much did the U.S. population rise or fall (in percentages) between the 1940s and 1950s? How many
U.S. homeowners were there in 19402 What about in 19502 How much did homeownership rise or fall (in
percentages) between the 1940s and 1950s?

b. How much did the Mississippi population rise or fall (in percentages) between the 1940s and 1950s? How
many Mississippi homeowners were there in 1940? In 1950? How much did homeownership rise or fall (in
percentages) between the 1940s and 1950s?

c. What was the ratio for Mississippi homeowners to U.S. homeowners in 1940? What about in 1950?
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2. There were sixteen million veterans after World War II and between 1944 and 1952 they received 2.4 million
home loans. What percentage of veterans received home loans?

3. In the 1940s, how much less (in percentages) did an average house in Mississippi cost compared to an
average house in the United States? What about in the 1950s?

4. What is the increase (in percentages) of average house costs in Mississippi between the 1940s and 1950s?
What about in the U.S.?

5. a. Suppose you use your GI Bill Home Loan Guaranty to purchase a house for $4,159. You place a down
payment of $500 and take out a loan for the remainder. How much of the loan is guaranteed by the
government?

b. The interest on the loan is four percent annually. How much interest is charged the first year? How much
of the interest is paid by the government? How much is paid by you?

c. What if the interest rate is six percent per year? How much interest is charged the first year? How much of
the interest is paid by the government? How much is paid by you?
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6.

a. You and your spouse are both veterans. One of you served as a pilot in the Navy, the other as a WAAC in
Europe. After the war you each decide to use your GI Bill Home Loan Guaranty to purchase a home at a cost
of $5000. You place a down payment of $500 and take out a loan for the remainder. How much of the loan is
guaranteed by the government?

b. The interest on the loan is four percent per year. How much interest is charged the first year? How much of
the interest is paid by the government? How much is paid by you?

23




Veterans and Home Loans Answer Key

la.
152,271,417 - 132,122,446 = 20,148,971
20,148,971/ 132,122,446 = 0.1525
15.25% increase in U.S. population between 1940 and 1950

132,122,446 x 0.436 = 57,605,386 U.S. citizens were homeowners in 1940
152,271,417 x 0.55 = 83,749,279 U.S. citizens were homeowners in 1950

83,749,279 - 57,605,386 = 26,143,893
26,143,893 / 57,605,386 = 0.4538
45.38% increase in U.S. homeownership between 1940 and 1950

1b.
2,179,000 - 2,176,000 = 3,000
3,000/ 2,176,000 = 0.0013787
0.138% increase in Mississippi population between 1940 and 1950

2,176,000 x 0.333 = 724,608 Mississippi homeowners in 1940
2,179,000 x 0.478 = 1,041,562 Mississippi homeowners in 1950

1,041,562 - 724,608 = 316,954
316,954 / 724,608 = 0.4374
43.74% increase in Mississippi homeownership between 1940 and 1950

lc.
1940:
724,608 : 57,605,386

1950:
1,041,562 : 83,749,279

2,400,000 = 16,000,000 x Z

2,400,000/16,000,000 = Z

0.15=7

15% of veterans received home loans between 1944 and 1952
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5a.

5b.

2938 - 1189 = 1749
1749/2938 = 0.595
An average Mississippi house cost 59.5% less than an average U.S. house in the 1940s

7354 — 4159 = 3195
3195/7354 = 0.434
An average Mississippi house cost 43.4% less than an average U.S. house in the 1950s

4159 - 1189 = 2970 difference in cost
2970/1189 = 2.498
There was a 249% increase in average Mississippi home costs between the 1940s and 1950s

7354 — 2938 = 4416 difference in cost
4416/2938 = 1.503
There was a 150% increase in average U.S. home costs between the 1940s and 1950s

4159 - 500 = $3659 total loan
3659/2 = $1829.50 loan guaranteed by the government

Total Loan:
3659 x 0.04 = $146.36 total interest paid in first year
146.36/12 = $12.20 interest paid monthly

Guaranteed Loan:
1829.50 x 0.04 = $73.18 interest paid in first year by government
73.18/12 = $6.10 interest paid monthly by government

You Pay:
146.36 — 73.18 = $73.18 total interest in first year by you
12.20 - 6.10 = $6.10 interest monthly in first year
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5c¢.
Total Loan:
3659 x 0.06 = $219.54 total interest paid in first year
219.54/12 = $18.30 interest paid monthly

Guaranteed Loan:

The government will only pay up to 4%.

1829.50 x 0.04 = $73.18 interest paid in first year by government
73.18/12 = $6.10 interest paid monthly by government

You Pay:
219.54 - 73.18 = $146.36 total interest in first year by you
18.30 - 6.10 = $12.20 interest monthly in first year

6a.
5000 - 500 = $4500.00 total loan
4500/2 = $2250.00 but the government will only guarantee a loan up to $2000.00
2000 + 2000 = $4000.00 loan guaranteed by the government
4500 - 4000 = $500.00 remainder of loan that you are responsible for

6b.
Total Loan:
4500 x 0.04 = $180.00 total interest paid in first year
180/12 = $15.00 interest paid monthly

Guaranteed Loan:
2000 x 0.04 = $80.00 interest paid in first year by government (one loan)
80/12 = $6.67 interest paid monthly by government (one loan)

80 + 80 = $160.00 interest paid in first year by government (both loans)
6.67 + 6.67 = $13.34 interest paid monthly by government (both loans)

You Pay:
180 - 160 = $20.00 total interest in first year by you
15 - 13.34 = $1.66 interest monthly in first year
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Post-War Housing Fast Facts

« Nine million servicemen and women returned to civilian life after World War II. This resulted in an all-time-
high marriage rate in 1946 followed by all-time-high birth rates through 1964. Today, people who were born
during this period are known as Baby Boomers.

o Approximately five million housing units were needed immediately after World War II, yet housing
availability was at an all-time low. A lack of money during the Great Depression and a lack of materials
during and immediately after the war had brought the home construction industry to a standstill. This
caused many returning servicemen and their new families to move in with relatives, friends, and even
strangers. They lived in all manners of housing from subdivided houses and sub-let apartments, to old
military barracks and Quonset Huts.

o Before the war, many Americans
never could have afforded to own their
own home. New government policies
encouraged banks to make home loans
by insuring them against financial loss
and provided mortgages of twenty or
thirty years. The GI Bill also guaranteed
servicemen mortgages and the chance
to buy a home with no down payment.

o In the 1950s, approximately six million
new single family homes were built,
accounting for eighty-one percent of all
new residential construction.

o The post-war dream homes and the
families that built them demanded
space. The homes were bigger than ever
before, on large, irregularly shaped lots,
physically separate from neighboring
homes, and further from city centers.

o The grid-pattern of streets found in so
many planned cities (including ]ackson’ From The Camp Clinton POW WOW, vol. 2, no. 13, April 13, 1945. MDAH

S : Archives and Records Services.
Mississippi) were abandoned in favor

of long blocks and curving streets that
followed the natural lay-of-the-land.

o The post-war period not only saw an increase in homeownership but also car ownership. During the 1950s,
car ownership increased from 39 million to 74 million. By 1960, eighty percent of families owned at least one
car and fifteen percent owned two or more. Carports became pivotal elements of new homes.

o The new interstate highway system was begun in 1956 and allowed Americans to travel longer distances at
higher speeds. The convenience of entrance and exit ramps into and around cities meant that individuals
could work in the city, live in the new suburbs, and quickly and easily commute between the two.

o The price of gas remained low. During World War II, gas cost between eighteen and twenty-one cents per
gallon. The price increased by one or two cents every few years, costing thirty cents per gallon in 1964 (the
final year of the Baby Boom). The steadily low cost of gas allowed people to afford a daily commute between
home and work.
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Newspaper Article One

From The Jackson Daily News, November 21, 1947. MDAH Archives and Records Services. Used with the permission of The Clarion-
Ledger.
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Newspaper Article Two

From The Jackson Daily News, September 5, 1948. MDAH Archives and Records Services. Used with the permission of The Clarion-
Ledger.
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Newspaper Article Three

From The Clarion-Ledger, October 31, 1948. MDAH Archives and Records Services. Used

with the permission of The Clarion-Ledger.
30



*S2I1AIIS SPLOIFY PUD SIANYILY HVAW

31

dvp uoisiarpqng 19




Map Packet

City of Jackson Mississippi, Chamber of Commerce Map
May be viewed online at http://zed.mdah.state.ms.us:81/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.

ry_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20jackson%20chamber%20of

Jackson, Mississippi, 1979 Map
May be viewed online at http://zed.mdah.state.ms.us:81/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail. pl?biblionumber=69624&que-
ry desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20jackson%20and%20kw%2Cwrdl%3A%201979
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http://zed.mdah.state.ms.us:81/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=69608&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20jackson%20chamber%20of
http://zed.mdah.state.ms.us:81/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=69608&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20jackson%20chamber%20of
http://zed.mdah.state.ms.us:81/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=69624&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20jackson%20and%20kw%2Cwrdl%3A%201979
http://zed.mdah.state.ms.us:81/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=69624&query_desc=kw%2Cwrdl%3A%20jackson%20and%20kw%2Cwrdl%3A%201979

City of Jackson Mississippi, Chamber of Commerce Map. MDAH Archives and Records Services. 33



Jackson, Mississippi, 1979 Map. MDAH Archives and Records Services. 34



NAME: DATE:

Jackson City Limits

Using the maps found within the Map Packet, answer the following questions.

1.

Identify the date of each map:
a. Chamber of Commerce Map
b. Jackson Mississippi Map

The Chamber of Commerce Map shows Jackson’s city limits in two different years. What are they?

Using streets and landmarks, what are the city limits (north, east, south, and west) for Jackson in each of the
following years?
a. 1928

b. 1949

c. 1979

Name one major feature that was outside the Jackson city limits in 1949 but inside the city limits in 1979.

Locate the Municipal Airfield on the 1928 map. Does it change at all through the years?

What type of roadways are missing from the 1928 and 1949 maps?
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7. Inthe 1928 and 1949 maps a different type of transportation dominated. What was it? Is this type of
transportation still available on the later maps?

8. 'The Chamber of Commerce Map shows numerous parks, cemeteries, and golf courses — designated green
spaces. Consider the following green spaces. Are they preserved in the 1979 map?

a. Municipal Golf Course

b. Livingston Park and Cedar Lawn Cemetery

i. What new attraction appeared in the Livingston Park area between 1949 and 19797

ii. What institution disappeared from the Livingston Park area between 1949 and 19792

c. Riverside Park

i. What new attraction appeared in the Riverside Park area between 1949 and 1979?

d. Why do cities add green spaces into their planning? How do green spaces impact people’s daily lives?

9. List the years that the following institutions appear on each of the maps.

a. Millsaps College and Memorial Stadium

b. Bellhaven College

c. Farmer’s Market

d. State Fairgrounds
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e. Veteran's Hospital

i. Why do you think a Veteran’s Hospital was built between 1928 and 1949?

ii. Can you locate the Veterans Hospital on the 1979 map? How has it changed?

f. Choose one of the institutions above and explain how it improves the quality of life for Jackson residents.

10. Locate the Tripps Crossing GI Subdivision on each map. How does its placement within the city of Jackson
change throughout the years?

11. Post-war suburbs replaced the formal grid layout of cities with curving roads and an irregular layout. Using
the Chamber of Commerce Map compare the city as it was in 1928 to what it was in 1949 and locate one
example of this phenomenon.

12. Name the suburbs that appear on the 1979 map. What does the appearance of suburbs on this map (as
opposed to their absence on the 1928 and 1949 maps) tell you about how cities change?
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Jackson City Limits Answer Key

la. Chamber of Commerce Map 1949
1b.  Jackson Mississippi Map 1979

2. 1928 and 1949

3a. 1928 North: Municipal Airport, Woodrow Wilson Drive, Ridgeway Street; East: west of Riverside Park,
Pearl River; South: Raymond Road; West: Clairborne Avenue, Municipal Airport

3b. 1949 North: north of Northside Drive; East: west of Riverside Park, Pearl River; South: McDowell Road;
West: Veteran's Hospital

3c. 1979 North: County Line Road (the Hinds County limits); East: Pearl River; South: south of Lake
Catherine and Swan Lake, Brookwood Country Club; West: west of Big Creek and the Waterways Experiment

Station
4. Mississippi Basin Model / Waterways Experiment Station, Lake Hico
5. In 1928 and 1949 it is named the Municipal Airport but by 1979 it had been renamed its name to

Hawkins Field. As city limits pushed westward they caused the Airport to become more a part of the city.
6. Highway system, including Interstates 20, 55, and 220.

7. Railroads, including the Illinois Central Railroad (ICRR), the Gulf, Mobile and Ohio Railroad (GM&O),
and Gulf and Ship Island Railroad (GSIRR). The railroads are still present on the 1967 and 1984 maps but less
emphasis is put on railroads and more on the highway system.

8a.  Municipal Golf Course 1928, 1949, 1979

8b.  Livingston Park and Cedar Lawn Cemetery 1928, 1949, 1979

8b.i.  What new attraction appeared in the Livingston Park area between 1949 and 1967? The Municipal Zoo
8b.ii. What institution disappeared from the Livingston Park area between 1949 and 19792 The Old Ladies
Home

8c. Riverside Park 1928, 1949, 1967, 1984

8c.i.  What new attraction appeared in the Riverside Park area between 1949 and 19792 Golf Course

8d.  Green spaces beautify city living; they provide clean air for residents; allow citizens a connection to
nature.

9a.  Millsaps College and Memorial Stadium 1928, 1949, 1979

9b.  Bellhaven College 1927, 1949, 1979

9c. Farmer’s Market 1928, 1949

9d.  State Fairgrounds 1928, 1949, 1979

e. Veteran's Hospital 1949, 1979

9e.i. The recent war would have necessitated a network of Veteran’s Hospitals across the state and country to
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provide ongoing medical care to veterans.

9e.ii. Can you locate the Veterans Hospital on the 1979 map? How has it changed? The hospital has moved to
Woodrow Wilson Drive where it is located near civilian hospitals.

of. Answers will vary.

10. 1928: outside the city limits; 1949: about 1 block within the city limits; 1967: about 1 mile within the city
limits; 1984: about 3 miles within the city limits

11. See blocks 8B, A4, and F2.

12. Clinton, Richland, Pearl, Flowood, and Ridgeland. The presence of these suburbs help show that since
the 1940s, people have begun to have an increased desire to live outside the city in more suburban areas. This
usually allows them to own larger, more modern homes with larger outdoor spaces. Oftentimes it is cheaper for
people to live in the suburbs than the city or to obtain better schooling for their children. Since more people live
in the suburbs a growth of schools, shops, parks, and entertainment venues are built to accommodate them. An
increase in roadways and other forms of public transportation are built to allow people to commute into the city
(or from suburb to suburb as they grow).
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NAME: DATE:

Lesson Five Quiz: Coming Home
Choose the best answer from the multiple choice questions below.

1. The official name of the GI Bill
a. GI Bill of Rights
b. Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944
c. Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1945
d. none of the above

2. 'The GI Bill did not provide for
a. education and job training
b. guaranty of loans
c. unemployment allowances
d. unlimited government assistance

3. 'The GI Bill was deemed necessary because veterans of what prior war had felt they were treated unfairly after
their military service ended?
a. Civil War
b. Spanish American War
c. World War I
d. Korean War

4. In 1947, the peak year of the GI Bill, forty-nine percent of were veterans.
a. homeowners
b. college students
c. business owners
d. unemployed Americans

5. What is the name of the Mississippian who updated the GI Bill in 1984?
a. Phil Bryant
b. Ross Barnett

c. Sonny Montgomery
d. Theodore Bilbo

6. 'The GI Bill states that the government will guarantee one-half of a loan up to
a. $2,000
b. $3,000
c. $4,000
d. $5,000
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10.

People born between 1946 and 1964 are known as
a. Post-war Babies
b. Cold War Babies
c. Baby Boomers
d. Generation X

An increase in home ownership also led to an increase in
a. home break-ins
b. furniture sales
c. larger families
d. car ownership

Because post-war dream homes were larger than early 20" century homes, they were built in
a. the city
b. the suburbs
c. the country
d. none of the above

An important adaptation to suburban sprawl and increased car ownership was the building of
a. airports
b. bus lines
c. interstate highways
d. subway systems

Use a separate sheet of paper to complete the short answer questions below.

1.

The G.I. Bill helped make a college education attainable for more Americans than ever before and helped
promote college as “the next natural step” after high school. Is college after high school still the next natural
step today? Why or why not?

Explain how the G.I. Bill helped the U.S. stave off an economic depression similar to that of the 1930s.

Re-examine the Camp Clinton POW WOW of April 13, 1945. Why would a war make people more desirous
of a home, a family, and an education?

Explain how home loans to veterans helped promote suburbs and car ownership.

41




Lesson Five Quiz: Coming Home Answer Key
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