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Lesson Four: Preservation of Mississippian Native American Sites

Objective: Students will determine if they are modern-day historic preservationists. Then, after analyzing 
primary source documents, they will be able to identify specific instances of preservation at Winterville Mounds.

Materials: Am I A Preservationist?; The Women Behind Winterville; Primary Source Document Collection (7 
total); Analyzing Primary Sources.

Activity One: What is historic preservation?
1. Distribute Am I A Preservationist? to students and have them complete the worksheet.
2. Take a poll of the class to see who is a historic preservationist and what has qualified them as one.
3. Next, brainstorm as a class about important historical sites in your community and how to become involved.
4. If endangered, students can practice their persuasive letter writing skills to convince their local community 

leaders to help preserve the site.
5. If time allows, students can volunteer their time to help in the upkeep of the site. This could include 

performing yard or garden work, painting, cleaning, or any other site-specific project organized with the site 
staff.

Activity Two: Preservation and the Public
1. Distribute and read The Women Behind Winterville.
2. Break students into groups and give each group one document from the Primary Source Document 

Collection (there are seven documents total). Also give each group one Analyzing Primary Sources 
worksheet. 

3. After students have analyzed their sources, share and discuss them as a class. Do these documents show that 
people today care about preservation? Why or why not? 

Extension Activities:

Prehistoric Archaeology and Mississippi Traveling Trunk: Borrow the free Prehistoric Archaeology and 
Mississippi Traveling Trunk which shows how archaeologists use artifacts to reconstruct the day-to-day lives 
of Native Americans, who left records of their societies in the form of art, tools, archaeological structures, 
artifacts, etc. Artifacts—real and reproduction—in the trunk provide examples of things found in excavations of 
prehistoric settlements: an atlatl, antler billet, dart, ceramic bowl, clay cooking balls, and stone spear points and 
arrow points. An archaeologist’s field box shows the tools used to unearth artifacts such as these.

See the following link for more information http://mdah.state.ms.us/new/learn/classroom-materials/traveling-
trunks/prehistoric-archaeology-and-mississippi-traveling-trunk/or contact the Outreach Programs Coordinator 
at 601-576-6997.

Preserving Personal History: Ask students to interview a parent, grandparent, sibling, or other family member 
about an important family event such as a wedding, birth, or vacation, and write a one-paragraph summary 
of the event to share with the class. Or, have students locate a scrapbook or baby book at home to analyze and 
interpret as a historical artifact.
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NAME:  ____________________________________________________________________  DATE:  ________________ 

Am I A Preservationist?

Read the statements below to find out if you’ve helped preserve the buildings, sites, and stories of a community 
– your own or someone else’s! 

YES NO

I have taken a tour of a house museum or historic site.

I have shopped in local stores on Main Street.

I have volunteered at a historic site or museum.

I have volunteered at a community event.

I have stopped to appreciate great architecture.

I have detoured from my planned route to follow historic site markers.

I have written or called a lawmaker asking that they support legislation to save a historic site 
or building.

I have researched or read materials about the history of my community.

I have helped clean up or improve a historic site, historic home, community or park.

I have informed authorities about the discovery of an archaeological site.

I have visited the website of the National Trust for Historic Preservation to learn how I can 
help preserve my community’s buildings, gardens, and history.

 

Congratulations! If you’ve answered YES to any of these questions, you are a historic preservationist! 
Visit the website for the National Trust for Historic Preservation to learn more at

http://www.preservationnation.org/ 
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The Women Behind Winterville

A Desire to Preserve and Protect History: 
In 1939 Mrs. Paul Gamble, a Greenville 
Garden Club member, recognized the need 
to preserve and protect Winterville Mounds, 
a Native American site featuring over a 
dozen large earthworks. With the assistance 
of her garden club, along with the Alice Bell 
Garden Club, the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, the Benoit Community Club, 
and the Greenville Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, she raised the funds to purchase 
the property. The Greenville Garden Club 
then gave the property to the city with the 
stipulation that it forever remain a park.

Planting Trees for Posterity: Following 
World War II, Greenville’s City Council 
officially placed the mounds under the 
supervision of the Greenville Garden 
Club. Over 300 native trees were planted 
and historical markers were placed on the 
highway.

The First Official Roadside Park: In 1955, 
the Mounds became Washington County’s 
first official roadside park. Mrs. Frank 
Robertshaw, the Garden Club’s roadside 
chair, envisioned “a park of national interest.”

A Museum is Born: In the 1960s, Mrs. 
Robroy Fisher collaborated with the 
newly formed Winterville Mounds Park 
Association to plan a museum. Mrs. Fisher, 
a Greenville Garden Club member, designed 
the museum and cataloged the artifacts. 
Opening on March 2, 1969, the museum 
is one of the largest devoted to Native 
American archaeology in Mississippi. Mrs. 
Fisher wrote of the project, “the restoration was a labor of love, and literally thousands of ‘woman-hours’ were 
devoted to the project.”

Today, members of the Greenville Garden Club continue to support the programs at Winterville Mounds 
through funding assistance and volunteer work.

The women of the Greenville Garden Club are immortalized within the 
museum exhibit at Winterville Mounds. MDAH, Winterville Mounds.
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Primary Source Document Collection (7 total)
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NAME:  ____________________________________________________________________  DATE:  ________________ 

Analyzing Primary Sources Worksheet

Use the questions below to analyze and understand your primary source document.

1. Identify the following information:
Title of Source: __________________________________________________________________________

Author: ________________________________________________________________________________

Date: __________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is this source about? _________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3. Who (if any) experts are interviewed in this source? What information do they give the reader? ___________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4. Does this source take a stance on being for or against the preservation of Winterville Mounds? What clues 
lead you to this decision? __________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

5. Does this source show that people care about preservation? Why or why not? _________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________


