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Analyzing Primary Sources worksheet

Teacher’s Discussion Guide

Ingalls News, vo. 1, no. 17
December 3, 1942
Published for the workers of the Ingalls Shipbuilding Corporation in Pascogoula. During 
World War II Ingalls employed over 12,000 workers (men and women, white and African 
American) and constructed over seventy ships requisitioned by the U.S. Navy.

The Ordnance Observer, vol. 1, no. 12
December 29, 1943
Published for the activity duty and civilian personnel stationed at the Mississippi Ordnance 
Plant in Flora. Built in 1941, this was Mississippi’s first ordnance plant, constructed at 
a cost of $15 million. The plant manufactured and bagged gun powder and stored it in 
underground bunkers which are still visible today.

The Greenwood Gremlin, vol. 2, no. 18
June 17, 1944
Published at the Greenwood Army Airfield, home of the Army Air Forces Pilot School 
(Basic), by the Public Relations Office. The base also had four runways, a railway that 
transported supplies and cadets, 375 buildings (including a 170-bed hospital), several 
hundred apartment units, and a group of WASPs (Women’s Airforce Service Pilots).

The Camp Clinton POW WOW, vol. 2, no. 2
November 10, 1944
Published for the camp garrison at the U.S. Army Prisoner of War Camp in Clinton. 
Approximately 3,000 German and Italian POWs were held at Camp Clinton and they 
played an important role in building the Mississippi River Basin Model for the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers.

Workplace Culture
On the World War II Home Front in Mississippi

Resource Packet

Materials: Workplace Culture Resource Packet (contains Analyzing Primary Sources worksheet, Teacher’s 
Discussion Guide, and four newspapers).

Directions:
1. Use the Workplace Culture Resource Packet to help students understand the lives of different Mississippi 

wartime workers.
2. Divide the class into four groups. Print on legal paper and distribute one newspaper to each group along with 

an Analyzing Primary Sources worksheet. Give students time to analyze their newspapers and answer the 
worksheet questions.

3. Upon completion, give students time to share their findings. As a class, compare the different types of 
Mississippi wartime workers.

4. Use the Teacher’s Discussion Guide to help discuss with students how workplace culture was changing in the 
United State during the early 1940s.
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NAME:  ____________________________________________________________________  DATE:  ________________ 

Analyzing Primary Sources

Use the questions below to help analyze and interpret your newspaper.

1. Name of Newspaper ______________________________________________________________________

2. Date of Newspaper _______________________________________________________________________

3. Where was the paper published? ____________________________________________________________

4. Who were the primary readers of this paper? __________________________________________________

5. Choose one national news story from the paper and summarize it in 4-6 sentences. ____________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

6. Choose one local news story from the paper and summarize it in 4-6 sentences. _______________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Why would this story be of interest to readers? _________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

7. Choose one cartoon from the newspaper and describe its message. _________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

8. How do the readers of this newspaper support the war effort? _____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

9. What sort of entertainment was available to the readers of this newspaper? ___________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Teacher’s Discussion Guide

Use the suggestions below to help students analyze the newspapers and identify examples of how workplace 
culture was changing in the United States during the early 1940s. 

Ingalls News, front page: “Ingalls Employees Remember Pearl Harbor.” The shipyard is commemorating the one-
year anniversary of Pearl Harbor. How common are commemorations like this in the workplace today?

Ingalls News, page 2: “Remember Pearl Harbor.” What is the message of this article and why is it important at a 
company such as Ingalls?

Ingalls News, page 4: “OPA Officials to  Enforce Registration and Eviction Rules.” Why would rent control be an 
important issue in the Pascagoula area during World War II?

Ingalls News, page 5: “Nursery Schools for Working Mothers Planned.” How did employers adapt to the influx of 
women in the workforce?

Ingalls News, page 5: “Buses for Office Workers to Start...Rides.” Why was public transportation and carpooling 
important during World War II?

The Ordnance Observer, page 2: “Post Theater Program.” The film Holiday Inn, which debuts Irving Berlin’s 
famous song “White Christmas” is shown at the base theater. What impact did this song have on GIs serving far 
from home during World War II?

The Ordnance Observer, page 3: “Year’s Most Attractive Visitor.” How did visits from film stars and other 
celebrities impact the moral of American troops?

The Ordnance Observer, page 6: “November.” Why would fathers be especially excited about the prospect of 
higher allotments?

The Greenwood Gremlin, page 2: “Compromise GI Bill Assuring Education.” Why would this topic be of interest 
to servicemen and women in early 1944?

The Greenwood Gremlin, page 3: “Cash War Bond Purchases Hit All Time High of $20,000.” How does the new 
GI War Bond differ from previous war bonds?

The Greenwood Gremlin, page 5: “A Bomber’s Eye View of Europe’s Invasion Coast.” What major invasion does 
this map illustrate?

The POW WOW, page 9: “The Bars and Stripes.” The biography of S/Sgt Max Eichhorn states that he received his 
“Greetings” on February 14, 1941. What are the “Greetings?”

The POW WOW, page 12: “Enlistedmen’s Dance...Officer’s Dance.” Why would these two groups have separate 
dances?

Religion plays a prominent role in many of the newspapers. Sports results are also prominently featured. Why do 
you think this is so?

Many of the newspapers offer brief snippets about the personal lives of locals, such as who is getting married, 
who is going on leave, where former colleagues are stationed now, etc. Why would this news be of interest to 
readers?

Jokes and cartoons appear throughout the newspapers. How was humor used to maintain the moral of American 
troops?
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