
    


  
        
      Skip to main content
    
    
    




  
    









    		
		      





  
    






  
    
      






        	
      Research
          
	
      Collections
          
	
      Explore Mississippi
          
	
      Historic Preservation
          
	
      Events
          
	
      Teachers & Students
          
	
      Government Records
          
	
      Careers & Volunteering
          
	
      About MDAH
          
	
      News
          
	
      Contact
          
	
      Donate
          


  





  





  





		

    			
			





  
    






  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      






    
    
                    
        









  
















                

                    
        









  
















                

                    
        









  
















                

      

    




    

  
          










  





  





			





  
    






  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      





  
          
        














  





















      

          
        














  





















      

          
        














  





















      

      







    

  
          










  





  





		

		
		
			





  
    






  
    
    
          
          
  





  






			
				
					
							
	
	
	
	
	601-576-6850
	News
	Genealogy
	Contact
	Donate


					

				

				
										
						





  
    






  
    
      





	
	    
	    
	    
	
	
	  
	    




	
      
      Research    
    





  
    





  





  




  






  
    
        






            






    Image

              




  











          





  Discover your story.


Some of our archives are viewable online; others, only in person. Explore all the ways MDAH can empower you to find, preserve, and share your Mississippi stories.


Research Resources



      



  

























  




  






  
    
        






            Digital Archives

Explore online content related to historic events and everyday life in Mississippi.


Genealogy

Get to know our resources, then visit our reading rooms.


Catalog

Most of our records are at the William F. Winter Archives & History Building, and not online. Search descriptions of items you might like to see in person, such as books, manuscripts, photographs, or newspapers. 


Historic Buildings & Sites

Search our online database of Mississippi's historic places.
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  Collections

Learn more about the most extensive collection of archaeological artifacts, archival records, and historic objects that span 13,000 years of Mississippi history.  


Research at the Winter Building

Plan your visit to our reading rooms in Jackson, where most of our archives are housed. 
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  Order Historical Images

A quarter-million photographs, postcards, maps, and more, available for reproduction.


Make a Research Request

Engage MDAH staff for one hour of intensive research on your project.


Reference MDAH Publications


	Heritage of Mississippi Series
	Journal of Mississippi History
	Mississippi History Now
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Objects help us tell stories


See what's new in our collections of historic objects, archival records, and archaeological artifacts. Learn how to add to them with your own material or objects. Schedule an appointment to research in our archaeology and historic objects collections.


COLLECTIONS



      



  

























  




  






  
    
        






            Archives Collection

View historic manuscripts, photographs and documents online and at the state archive. 


Archaeology Collection

Schedule an appointment to research our extensive collection of prehistoric and historic artifacts. 


Historic Objects Collection

Schedule an appointment to view an artifact in our historic objects collection, search the collection or talk with our collections staff about adding to Mississippi’s story with a donation of your own object.


Donate to the Collection
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Visit places that tell stories.


Experience Mississippi history at more than a dozen destinations made available to the public by MDAH.


See all


Event Rentals


Book your next event at one of MDAH’s four distinct venues.


Click Here



      



  

























  




  






  
    
        






            Locations


	Eudora Welty House and Garden
	Grand Village of Natchez Indians
	Historic Jefferson College
	Manship House Museum
	Merci Train
	Mississippi Civil Rights Museum
	Mississippi Governor’s Mansion
	Museum of Mississippi History
	Mississippi Mound Trail
	Old Capitol Museum
	William F. Winter Archives & History Building
	Windsor Ruins
	Winterville Mounds



      



  

























  




  






  
    
        






            Find Traveling Exhibits


Learn about our traveling exhibits and how to bring one to your organization.


 





Find Historical Markers

Locate a particular marker or plan a trip to see them all.
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  Tell your own story.


See how the Historic Preservation professionals at MDAH can help Mississippi communities and federal Tribes preserve historic architecture and archaeology.


Preserve History



      



  

























  




  






  
    
        






            Archaeology


	Archaeological Research and Records
	Archaeological Reports Archive
	Archaeological Survey
	Curation
	Permits
	Professional Qualifications
	Abandoned Cemeteries





      



  

























  




  






  
    
        






            Buildings


	Mississippi Landmarks
	National Register
	Historic Resources Inventory Database

Preservation Planning & Development


	Certified Local Government
	Tax Incentives
	Grants

Federal Compliance

(Section 106 Reviews)
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  Order State Historical Markers


Public Notices


State Historic Preservation Office
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History Is Lunch: Julie Kabat, “My Brother’s Story of Freedom Summer” 










March 20, 2024, 12:00 pm


 - 




1:00 pm







At noon on Wednesday, March 20, 









Read More...








    









Mississippi Historic Preservation Professional Review Board Meeting  










March 21, 2024, 1:00 pm


 - 




3:00 pm







At 1 p.m.









Read More...








    









Stickball and Games  










March 22, 2024, 3:00 pm


 - 




6:00 pm







Join us for Stickball and Games at 3 p.m. on Friday, March 22, at the Grand Village of the Natchez Indians.









Read More...












    

  
          










  






















  




  






  
    
        






            Events


Find upcoming programs and events that explore Mississippi's many stories.


See All Events


Special Programs


History Is Lunch

History Is Lunch is a weekly lecture series of the Mississippi Department of Archives and History that explores different aspects of the state's past. The hour-long programs are held in the Craig H. Neilsen Auditorium of the Museum of Mississippi History and Mississippi Civil Rights Museum building in Jackson.


Speaking of Mississippi Podcast
Speaking of Mississippi features interviews with authors and experts about the state’s landmark moments and overlooked stories.
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  Stories help us learn.


Inspire students from K-12 to college to connect with Mississippi history. Explore all the educator resources available through MDAH.


Teachers & Students


 



      



  

























  




  






  
    
        






            Traveling Trunks

Bring history to life in your classroom.


Field Trip Guides

Download ready-made guides for seven historic destinations.


Mississippi History Day

An exciting competition for middle and high school students.


 



      



  

























  




  






  
    
        






            Distance Learning

Video series highlights topics found in our museums for teachers and students.


Mississippi History Now

An award-winning reference publication for history projects, papers and reports. 


Learning Lagniappes

Use our Learning Lagniappes to quickly search the Digital Archives for historical photographs and documents to use with students.  


Professional Development

Check out our workshops and networking events for teachers.
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  Manage Records with confidence.


MDAH provides free and low-cost services to help state and local government entities comply with Mississippi laws on records management.


Government records management



      



  

























  




  






  
    
        






            State Government


	Public Notice
	Retention Schedules
	Archival Transfer
	Management Guidance
		Electronic Records
	Legal Guidance


	State Records Center
	How to Send Your Records to the State Records Center
	Off-Site Lease

 



      



  

























  




  






  
    
        






            Local Government


	About
	Services
	Retention Schedules
	Disposal Authorization
	Grant Program
	Standards
	Public Notice
	Email List
	FAQ's
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  Be part of our story.


See all the ways you can help preserve and share our history through volunteer, internship and career opportunities.


Careers & Volunteering



      



  

























  




  






  
    
        






            Volunteer Opportunities

Check open positions at specific locations.


Volunteer Applications

Adults, college students, and service groups can apply online.


Volunteer Locations

Our archives library is only one of many locations we operate.


Active Volunteers


	VicNet
	Volunteer Handbook
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  What can MDAH Volunteers Do?

Explore roles for public, behind-the-scenes, and even virtual e-volunteers.



      



  

























  




  






  
    
        






            Careers

See current employment opportunities.


Internships

Gain academic credit and résumé-worthy experience.


Fellowship Opportunities

MDAH offers emerging scholars the opportunity to work in the most extensive collection of Mississippi-related materials.
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  It’s stories that connect us.


Whether you are interested in discovering a Mississippi story, preserving it for future generations, or sharing it with others, see how MDAH can help.


About MDAH
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History Is Lunch: Julie Kabat, “My Brother’s Story of Freedom Summer”
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Mississippi Historic Preservation Professional Review Board Meeting 
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March 18, 2024









Elbert R. Hilliard, 87, Former Director of MDAH, Dies








    









March 11, 2024









Two Mississippi Museums to Host Passover Freedom Seder April 11
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  Who We Are


	Administration
	Archives and Records Services
	Historic Preservation
	Programs and Communication

Museums


	Eudora Welty House and Garden 
	Mississippi Civil Rights Museum 
	Museum of Mississippi History
	Grand Village of Natchez Indians
	Historic Jefferson College 
	Manship House Museum
	Mississippi Governor’s Mansion
	Old Capitol Museum
	Winterville Mounds



      



  

























  




  






  
    
        






            News


Articles and Publications


Board of Trustees


Bid Opportunities


Annual Reports


Partnerships


State Flag Commission


Event Rentals


Book your next event at one of MDAH’s four distinct venues.


CLICK HERE



      



  


























  












	  

	





  





  





					
									
				
			

		

	
	
		
				
					





  
    






  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      






      	
	
	
	
	


  
    
                    
        









  
















                                
                                                    









                                    

                            

                    
        









  
















                                
                                                    





Welcome to The Mississippi Department of Archives & History


By preserving Mississippi's diverse historic resources and sharing them with people around the world, MDAH inspires discovery of stories that connect our lives and shape our future.
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Welcome to The Mississippi Department of Archives & History


By preserving Mississippi's diverse historic resources and sharing them with people around the world, MDAH inspires discovery of stories that connect our lives and shape our future.
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            Empowering people through Mississippi’s many stories.


That’s our vision at the Mississippi Department of Archives and History. We are here to help you explore and discover your Mississippi stories.



You can use this website, and our reading rooms in downtown Jackson, to:


	Research historical records, archival collections and special publications
	Discover historical sites and museums to visit all around the state
	Check out upcoming events, including our History is Lunch series
	Preserve Mississippi’s historic buildings and archaeological sites
	Download field trip guides, lesson plans, and teaching units
	View regulations for managing state and local government records
	Find out how to volunteer, donate, and more



      



  











  
      News & Events

    
      
      






            Find the latest news, upcoming programs, and special exhibitions at the Mississippi Department of Archives and History.


News & Events



      



    

  









  








  







  











	
	  
	  	    Research

	  	  
	  	    
	      






            Discover your story. Search the ultimate primary resource of Mississippi’s historical documents, photos, videos, and more.


You can use our online collections, and the extensive resources at our reading rooms in downtown Jackson, to build your family tree, create an engaging presentation, or simply explore your Mississippi history.



      



	Get Started
	    

	  	















	
	  
	  	    Explore

	  	  
	  	    
	      






            Real stories, real places. Set out on a hands-on history adventure and discover the people and places that shaped your Mississippi.


MDAH welcomes curious visitors of all ages to more than a dozen museums, historic sites and cultural attractions throughout the state.



      



	Go Places
	    

	  	















	
	  
	  	    Preserve

	  	  
	  	    
	      






            Tell your story for generations to come. Mississippi is rich in architectural and archaeological history.



      



	See How
	    

	  	









  





	      

	      	    


      




    		
		      





    






	

  
				  Donate

		  
		






            Leave a lasting legacy. Help preserve and share the stories of Mississippi. Discover the many meaningful ways to give to MDAH.



Donate to a Collection Financial Donation



      



	



	













	

  
				  Volunteer

		  
		






            Be part of history. Volunteer with MDAH and help us preserve and connect Mississippi’s rich historic resources with people around the world.



Volunteer



      



	



	












		

             





    






	
	  
	  	    Teachers & Students

	  	  
	  	    
	      






            Stories are for sharing. Help your students explore their Mississippi history from K-12 to college.


Discover ready-to-use field trip guides, professional development opportunities, a host of classroom resources and information on Mississippi History Day, our history-themed student competition.



      



	Education
	    

	  	















	
	  
	  	    Religion Initiative

	  	  
	  	    
	      






            Learn about the role of religion in Mississippi history and culture. Made possible by a grant from Lilly Endowment’s Religion and Cultural Institutions Initiative, MDAH offers programs through its religion initiative that range from free group tours of the Two Mississippi Museums to research fellowships in the archives.



      



	Learn More
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Elbert R. Hilliard, 87, Former Director of MDAH, Dies









3/18/2024









Former director of the Mississippi Department of Archives and History (MDAH), Elbert R. Hilliard, died on March 17.  He became the fifth director of MDAH in 1973, after starting with the agency in 1965. He retired in 2004 after thirty-nine years of public service. Hilliard was named director emeritus of MDAH and continued to support the work of the department.









Read More









                  









Two Mississippi Museums to Host Passover Freedom Seder April 11









3/11/2024









The Mississippi Department of Archives and History (MDAH) and the Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life (ISJL) will hold the Mississippi Freedom Seder on Thursday, April 11, at 6 p.m. in the Craig H. Neilsen Auditorium of the Two Mississippi Museums.

Inspired by the 1969 Freedom Seder in Washington DC, where hundreds of people of all backgrounds gathered to explore and celebrate freedom in the context of the Civil Rights Movement, this event invites participants to the Passover table for an evening of commemoration, stories, and community.  









Read More









                  









Eddie S. Glaude Jr. Book Signing and Discussion at Two Mississippi Museums on April 4









3/8/2024









In partnership with the Mississippi Book Festival, the Mississippi Department of Archives and History (MDAH) will host Glaude with Pamela D.C. Junior, former director of the Two Mississippi Museums and member of the Foundation for Mississippi History Board of Directors, as event moderator.  









Read More









              

          
                  









Mississippi Makers Fest Returns to Two Mississippi Museums May 11









2/29/2024









Mississippi blues and Grammy award-winning artist Christone “Kingfish” Ingram will headline the free 2024 Mississippi Makers Fest—a music, food, and arts festival sponsored by Nissan—at the Two Mississippi Museums from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Saturday, May 11. Additional musical performers include Hud & The Hurricane and American Blonde. 









Read More









                  









Mississippi Historical Society Meets, Awards Prizes









2/26/2024









The Mississippi Historical Society held its annual meeting February 22-23 in Oxford to honor its 2024 award winners, including the best Mississippi History Book, the lifetime achievement award, teacher of the year, and awards of merit.










Read More









                  









Mississippi Civil Rights Museum Places in 2024 USA Today Best History Museum Contest









2/26/2024









The Mississippi Civil Rights Museum (MCRM) placed fourth in USA Today’s 10Best Readers’ Choice Travel Awards contest for Best History Museum in the United States. MCRM placed among 20 prestigious American museums, such as the Heinz History Center, the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center, the National Air and Space Museum, and the Cincinnati History Museum among others.    









Read More
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History Is Lunch: Julie Kabat, “My Brother’s Story of Freedom Summer” 










March 20, 2024, 12:00 pm


 - 




1:00 pm







At noon on Wednesday, March 20, 
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Mississippi Historic Preservation Professional Review Board Meeting  










March 21, 2024, 1:00 pm


 - 




3:00 pm







At 1 p.m.









Read More...








    









Stickball and Games  










March 22, 2024, 3:00 pm


 - 




6:00 pm







Join us for Stickball and Games at 3 p.m. on Friday, March 22, at the Grand Village of the Natchez Indians.









Read More...












    

  
          










	  	  
	

	









  







              		
			
				
		      





    







  
        Get our News


Subscribe to the MDAH Weekly Update and the Mississippi History Newsletter to keep up with all the latest news, upcoming programs, and special exhibitions at the Mississippi Department of Archives and History.
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