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CC: What I've said lots of times, I cuess, loel was raised right here

y =
Red. Bad d
e

above this ree® Baptist ¢hurch was the only church in the surrou:dings.

Well, as the children would grow up that was usually the only
church they ever went to; where they lived the closes;)because
they had no way of going, you know. Well, my mother and grandmother
Gentra’s

Miss (& +'s) mother, they was raised close to the Church of
Christ and no way to go on a walk...

DB: Is thét up at Bay Springs?

CC: Well, it is now but there'ra?|one further back, way back, well
I forget the name of it,22;¥;’bitty_ church,but they got to
going to Bay Springs because that was for every denomination,
you know, and everybody could meet, anyone that wanted To
f@fﬁt}\there. Well, that got closed. Now, they lived way over,
almost to Booneville, when my mother was born and they went to
the Church of Christ over ﬁhere. And then, you know, this Bay
Springs cotton mill come along. Well, people got to kind a moving
to it. Just kind a like they are to this job up here now. And then
they got to going to the Church of Christ; they called it the

Church of Christ but mMethodists and all denominations preached

there.
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What was the nearest church to that one up there?

To Bay Springs?

Bay Springs, What was the nearest one?

Wwell, I guess that #1d Friendship was, do vou reckon? Is it
about as o0ld as Bay Springs?

Well, the Prentiss Baagaggmwhw»wn;up there...

Way up t&=re on (F+ee=trez Creek.

F=t=s=Te That's where, |+ wused to be down where that graveyard

¥a, Yeah. : New Macke k\creck ‘
Anc then they moved it up there where that oldJ(ﬁezﬁﬂétéizgfsiggggu

That®s about a mile north of Bay Springs?

He miglt know...
VI can't tell you much about it now since they tore it up se bad_ 2a

Ginno g\‘aht}‘}/
Well he knows where Jim%u;igh;sqwas at.
J

Yeah.

You cross +he G¢N}$"“&¢ up there.
Gmno Bramde

Well you cross JFimtsmsghtls)... Did you see that cemetery?

There's a big cemetery up there. A lot of people buried there.

And I believe the church got burnt thergjand they moved it on up
'Pa.o(QV\J

pretty close to {Paydery—in there. And then over here in Friendship,

that was a Methodist Church, on Number Four over there out, it's

: ?"‘- ) -~ NOTICE
about three mile‘west of Bay Springs. This material may be
MD AH protected by copyright &
Bay Springs. law {Titie 17 U.S. Code), i

Did you ever hear whether the factory workers went to church or not?
Oh, I know I didn't. Probably they did, you know, a few,but I tell ya,i
my mother, I've heard her *“alk about them having to walk. If there

was churches they was far apart, you know, and they'd walk and she'd

AN

a—

\télk about they'd sit down in the shade and fan with their bonnets,
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IC;-E%ey wore their bonnets, yYou know, to church andg they had to walk
@ good way. I think the churches must have been Scattered,you knoy/
pretty bad,but there wasn't a lot of people in here either at

that time just ...

P\-\m’n:{:
'C: My Daddy he belonged to {Prestiss) Baptist Church,and he'd go up
ande that's between Denvis  aqud_
here to Providence, tratle srenrty-~mimates) from Belmont ,and he

belonged to the New Hope Church back over in Prentiss Countz)and
they was raised about two miles back west herg}and they'd go up
there and they'd stay all night with somebody, you knoy)and...

C: They used to visit a lot.

C: My Daddy had a cousin up there,and I don't knoy,and they had sone

+he -l-h;\—al_;%
more folks but I remember lots of timeﬂéoini up there hizm fourth

4ou_r+.k./ gumAnj l;'v M QL1 '1'-(1\6[\"
Sen . ~ =5 was “skexe-foot -washing day. Everybody
+hat

tried to Imake beisé)you know, and we'd go up there in a wagon
and stay all night with some people up there and...
D

’>: Just as a matter of interest, what is a Hoot washing day? Show
A Y

my ignorance.

4
o

Well, they just washed feet in that church. I never did see it...
‘'t ...Well, I don't know they qof it out of the Bible somewhere {or
nother'}..that was their béigé;eq,and in May all around they
washed feet up here at Providence P My Daddy went up there a
whole lot. He'd go in a buggy or ride a mule, horse, something or

other up there.

¢ Who did the washing?

Just each family washed each others'feet.

They be a'sitting on a long bench, you know, or a pew or something,
yYyou know... g
NOTICE\

. : Thus material may be
: They'd ftie), I forget what 2... MDAH ascted by copyright

_ ‘aw (Title 17 U.S. Codeh
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3C:

Someone there'd wash your feet and way I understood it, then you'ad

wash the next one's feet. Wasn't that the way they digr

whoever‘d,w

NC:

iC:

iC:

B

#==~ Xash your feet @4 he'd wash his feet...
I think that's the way they done {it}.
Did each church have a regular ninister or did the man go around
from...?
Well no, most of the time it'd just, once a month. I know in
Providence... .
+alking

Now that's just out of Dennis, what he's teIiimyg about...just across
the railroad.
That was the third Sunday in May and thenﬂ second Sunday in May

N o
was at 01d (@gﬁéﬁg;3§Creek, called it,and the fourth Sunday in May
was at New Hope over there. My Daddy he joined there at New Hope
and he'd go over there on that day especially.
At the interdenominational church at Bay Springg)did they ever have
a minister there?
Well, now not that I know of unless it was just a certain Sunday
that one denomination preached. Then maybe if a other denomination
had a day{thatil they wanted they'd bring a minister. If the;agia
just regular, well they did I reckon, but it was a, every Sunday
Iwhetherl it was the same denomination I thinks the way it was,
yYyou know.
when you were living down here at Moore's Mill back then, did you
eéver go up there to church?
Oh yes, we went t7Ehurch".dJell, it kinda went dead at one time,

but several year before me and Noel m====3F married; we married

{in} '28, well they (kindly) got it straightened out. Well, you

This material may be

orotected by copyright

know Ellis Wright at Belmont, you know him... MDAH NOTICE®
¢ 1aw (Tisle 17U S Code)
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NC:

CGe

B

No, he didn't know him.

Well, I mean he knows of him, Wright's on that.

Mm hmm.

The hotel where you all stayed is his widow you know. So after he
bought all that land in there from odds and endi,w%ll, he wanted to
fix the church house up and he did, and he helped #:é;; get up lumber
for the men, my Dadday and all of them helped make the benches. So
several year before we marrieq)well they fixed it back up and Ellis
Wright,he belonged to the Church of Christ and so after that fix-up
I don't reckon there was® any other denomination preached there. But
they could I reckecn now because {it'si Supposed to if they wanted
Lo, but.cx

You say they made furniture. What kind of furniture did they have?
They just made benches-pews... 3 ‘
How was it laid out in the church?

Let me see, that was a big,o0ld house. Well, they had a string went

down the side, down the middle and this side. There was three rows.

It was a big, o0ld house...

NOT
+he _ Mooy
Down in what we callYAmen Corner... ’VIDAH :;:e:;::;:-c::;";:‘
They was benches in.,. =_. law (Title 17 U.S. Code,.

They went this way, I mean, fprobablyi to the otherJon‘ down where
they'd see preachers, se@,they turn the benches about, I4say, twenty
feet that way, they'd face preacher's, you see.

Between {'em}. I, for 1thel last few Years up there before everybody
moved away and sold their farms, after Ellis-got to buying the land.
A lot of people moved to town you know, Belmont and about. But back
beew year before we marrled they'd have meetings there through

the gummer and #Falll about like now,and the old house was, it was iy

NOTICEN™

Thie material mav b8
~ht
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just a huge house and a lot of tinmes didn't hold all the people that
was there.

This is the Masonic Ledge you're talking about?

Under it, there was a church under it though, building on it, But
there was crowds.

When they Zfirst decided to build a church in the community, did the
members of the community share the cost of the materials and stuff
or provide the materials?

Mm hmm, Yeah.

I don't know nothing about Bay Springs. I think this one o0ld man built
that building, didn't he?

Wellnmo)hemtjhadeJ ® I imagine, that was way back before auvdijlr
Thesea

He was a rich, old feller. (Laughs)

Was there another building before that Masonic Lodge? Was there
another Mason's building?

Wﬁil, it used to be on this side of the creek. When it was organized,
(3¥=2===s on this side of the creek.

Where was that located at? Do you know?

I don't know just where it was ateees but..s

I noticed in your book where, that you got us, I reckon. No,it's

fthatd... Be/meat | Te”:’ Martin's Lock. ..

NOTICE
(Isn't that) 2... IV!DAH This material may be
protected by copyright

Belmont, Jerry Martin book, wasn't it, it said b B tiz U B-iCon

burnt the cotton mill up there, Well anyway I read it in some of
these books. Now, what T was getting back about the lodge building
being on this side now, it was told, and I don't know what book it's

in, T read it that this man did burn out Bay Springs and that's how
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CC: come the building on the other side so, I heard my mother tell that.

I don't know why this man did burn it but all my life it was told

he did and then it was in this book I read) and he probably must havg)

and that's why they moved it all on the other side. 'Cause it was

batter building place my mother said. It wasn't rocky like it was

on this side.

)B: It was a better place to put up a building.

>C: Mm hmm. More smoother and better, right. L

iC: An old store:: house used to be therg)j;;; tore # down.

J3: Do you remember anybodyiwho used to live in the store house.

iIC: Yes, a few.

:C: Wﬁll, not really just, somebody just messing around...

IC: 0ld Man Parson, John Parson, he lived in it and run a little store
there.

)B: What would he sell in the store?

IC: Just a few_grocerieﬁ)and he didn't sell very much. He was an old man.
My Daddy run the store right down herg)and he'd come down there and

buy most of his stuff.

B: So Parson's would get hlis stuff down here and carry it up.

v oo - MDAH meNOTCE,.

; protected by copyright
C: He was real old and he carried... tew (Title 17 U.S. Codel

C: He had an old mule om=the awd busyy:r+ @ Znd he'd lead the old
mule, He'd walk.

C: Slap your head off you . spoke to him. (Laughter) He was ill. He was
real old, you know, and we was afraid of him %ause we worked the
fields up there around it, you know, and sometimes that older a
brothers, brother-in-law or something would want us to go out

to the store and get us something to eat when we would be a'resting




Tape j\c}s/ide 1
4 & [1#He bit
CC: out in the shade and we wouldn't go 'cause he was ls===s.,,Why he
was I reckon, in a way but he was just kind'a olg, you know anélet
his temper. We was just afraid of him. He never%féayi nothing t; us
buts ..
JB: How did he have the store laid out when you'd go in there?
2C: Well, it was just a big, old, huge buildingjyou knoy)and it was
just like it was back in the Z#Nelsoni time; big, o0ld counters

and big, old stair steps go up, fireplace and chimney. Well, he

just had what little he had just sitting up on the far end of the

counter there close to where they eat and slepg)they just had a
litkle bitty... 2.

'B: How old do you think you were when he.was running the store there?

'C: Him?

B: How old do you think you were ?

C: Me?

B: Yeah.

C: I guess I was about fourteen, sixteen. 2I believe aboutf...

B: How many years did he live in that store? Do you remember?

C: Oh,not more than a year or two. He didn't stay there a bit over

two year did he?

(@]
.

I don't remember either... .
_ driftedo en
He just, old feller he just kind'a Arifir—ggrrd=x+2) . He didn't

(W]
o

stay no place much. He was old. He didn't live too long after he
tleft} up there. He was just a... !\ADAH . izg;':asb.

e > \
>: What happened to the store thgn after he left? | .-",‘.:fib;;?gyrcliz;).

()
(1]

Well, you see Ellis Wright owned it and mostly now, Ellis just
He'dl just haul..,

kept lumber stored in: 1%, 1%E$é=§hstahaﬁ%iLast time I ever seen

it before people went tearing up the place, Ellis had lots of

lumber. All along he would build a new house on the place, kind'al

e e, e
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you know, and it was just full of lumber...

A lot of it was stoled out of there.

Yeah, a lot of people did get, hé& had a lot of pretty cedar lumber,
you know, aad on,it was real pretty. Now I think a lot of that come

up hauled off)and he didn't know about it,you know, and it just finally
like the lodge ‘building was up there--pecple would just go in and

it was such pretty, wide plank you know, {dressed$ on one side and
people liked it because it was pretty, and they'ad just, they said,
would just go in and get it, a lot of it was hauled away. And then

finally, I reckon, he quit using it much and then people just do

like they did the lodge building. They just go and pull off such

things as they wanted,and then, I believe, that somebody, they said,
there was a chimley (chimney), big, old pretty rock, it had a

fireplace in the store, and then the fireplace was in a little, smaller
room back there. Mr. Parson Zand} them usecd that for a kitchen and
bedroom, I don't know what is was for for the store, but there was

a little fireplace back there,and I think somebody just._tore that

chimney down, hauled the rock off, ain't that what they toldz

They was such pretty, they just so pretty and smooth...
Well, the people just go in there and they pushed that chimley (chimney)i§ |
down. It was, the rock was %}hewedf out, you know, and they was |
just as smooth ...

(they) big and square.

-..as the prettiest chimleys you. ever saw.

You mean they didn't use any mortar or anything between the rocks?

Oh yeah, mm hmm. NOTICE

M DAH 7= material may be
oh they _ i vizcied by copyright
iew (Title 17 U. 8. Coda),
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Something.
Yeah. What was tlie building made out of? What kind of wood? Do you

know?

)

Just pinejlwasn't i+ —
Mostly pine.

Pine.

Big, old pretty, it looked like pretty pine, you know, %we} used to,
there was pretty lumber to what they are now. (This)...
How wss the building laid out? Was it one big room in there or?
Yeah, just one fgreatl] ¢ old, big,.That road down at this

end, facing, there was two doors there)and there'd e the steps to
walk up in them doors, and then you was in the store, and then the
counters was on both sides, and you'd get a way on down {at} that
endjtwell{}there was some awful, big, pretty stairs. They was'
wide...
So the front doors were the doors facing out to Highway 42
Yeah, they facing. They facing the old road, is that what we

callz
Yeah (mm hmm) .
0ld Highway 4.
Hmm, yeah.

But they wasn't...

The back doors were set up on a porch?

iE;=a4aofe£—asu the T,

C:

No, they wasn't, they was just big, old rock steps, to walk vy to
\ NOTICE

Open' the door... M DAH "ie material may be

. otecte ight
Well, they had a door on the east side. ,awﬁ;l:f;gogr&,.

Yonr
Yeah there's a door &yt=m) way and one this a way to go in the store.

Okax,so the door on the east side would be the back door?

e —— A Rl e
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Well it would be on that end from... é:gg

It was on the east side, 'bout half way Z£tof the building, you
might say.

One of them.

And then on the other side, the one that come in this room that
Clara was talking about...

You a,frea.c(\jn kwow abouk, @

It was on the west side...

ﬁggih side Pz

And the other two doors, - they was double doors, they was on the

North side.

But now they dwasn'tji...

So what side was the front door on, the rorth side?

Mm himm.

Why would they have two front doors?

Well, just to taking stuff in the Store, unloading, you know, stuff...
Was it like a double door or were there two separate doors?

Mm hmm.

(Two) separate.

Two separate doors.

No, no, they would just open here, rigHTtogether... ¥ but now
there wasn't a window in it. A NOTICE
& material may be
Reall ?VI DAH scted by copyright
e o (Title 17 .S, Codeh

Hm mm?; I reckon that's why they had the big, old doors where you
could see. They wouldn't...

Did they have any types of lights--kerosene lights,or anything,in
there or?

Well they probably did at night but, I don't know, they might a used

Pine iknot{ 1lights way back. They had that big, old fireplace.

e
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NC: Ah, guess they did.

CC: But anyway there wasn't a window in that old store.

NC: §There wasn't, theyi...

DB: Was there an upstairs?

CC: Mm hmm, zeah)big upstairs.

DB: How was that laid out?

CC: Well, it was just like the bottom floor. Well, now there might have
been a winder (window) upstairs in the end, I call it, way I'm a
setting, it was setting this a way with the road, the two doors
right at the road. Then you go way on down at the lower end and
go up the stairs, plum on up,and I believe there was a winder
in this end of the building up there.

SP: Above the doors.

CC: Mm .umm, above the doors, but there wasn't no side windéws, the end...

DB: What'd they use the upstairs for?

CC: WEll, just storage, I think. I think I've heard my mother say it

way back, theyubuy hides, or fur, or something like that and they
would hang a lot of that up there to keep it until they got it
moved. I don't know what they done with it.

SP: What kind of hides did they have? Do you remember?

cC

Well, what was it--possum?
NC: Yeah some.

CC: And a....

NC: Cowhide.

CC: Yeah, that's what I was trying to think of. Kill beef I reckon, you

know, and they'Qq a.... A
Vi DAH NOTICE"
3P: Would they sell the hides then to people or ship 'em out? M“”“T“”“?L
twcted by copyrigl
2C: Yes, they... - \litle 17U.S. Codep
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NC: (Or) shipped ‘'em out,
&?%?ﬂﬂﬂ———————-\§__,,~%%3.
*€xr>Most of that went to Eastport.

DB: From your earliest recollections of Bay Springs area,was there
ever a Nelson store running there?

JC: No, huhn uh.

2C: I__"Nelson, you {knowj] when Nelson run (===5) the store?

J{C: Yeah, but we didn't {ever]y remember it.

2C: No, I thought you meant the name Dwes

OB: That would have been before your time.

2C: Oh yeah, my mother just wasn't plum grown when he run the store...
2

)B: Now did the people who were factory workers shop at that store?

2C: Well, they did if they had anything they could use, you know, 1t
wasn't like it is now, tbutf...

iC: (anuugmk) ¢ everything...

2C: You couldn't buy, I mean, little snacks to eat and things 1like
that of couse, but,I guess, material and shoes and things like
that I guess they...

JB: How would they buy stuff at the store? Would they trade for it or
would they? :

2C: Well, if they had the money ,now,they would, I guess, use monex)but
now my grandmother she wasa., always carding and spinning and

s-making socks and gloves and she couldn't hardly keep socks and

gloves you know. Now I think she'd take 'em there at the Store,
or maybe,Mr. Nelson's the only one I ever heard 'em talk about.
He would want 'em and I don't iknow} what she got for 'em,but she
would knit 'em, fix 'em and carry ‘em, Eo she probably traded it

lotted it out in groceries and things they needed... 2
and snuff, you know.
JB: Yeah.

°C: Now just such as that, people just didn't, well anybody that had
the (unwtellisible Yand was fortunate to have money to start with, I
don't guess they had to trade it out,but anybody like my grandmotheg
a widow woman, and a small child like my mother,probably,she just
traded, I guess, a lot of hers, for something they needed, maybe.

)JB: Which of your relatives worked at the factory, if any?

°C: Well, just my mother's sister, Miss Gentry's mother, you was
talking about.

’B: Miss Gentry's mother.

°C: Mm hmm. Now that's all that I remember myself.

B: Did you ever hear any stories of what she did at the factory?

‘C: NoyI don't. Because I did hear 'em say something one time about...
she would run a spinning wheel,but it was a lot bigger arrangements
than they had at home. I don't know, could it'd a run by water,
the one she?

IC: Yeah...

‘C: I think maybe the one she used, it did. ... (Zig)

IC: They spun and ¥wovel wool there. But I don't think they ever made
any cloth there.

‘C: At Bay Springs, I don't know.

'B: So if they spun it.but they didn't make cloth,what would they do

with the threads and the? NOTICE
IC: Well they'd just fbundle¥ it up and ship it somewhere. . This material may be
'B: Did any of your folks ever work at the factory? &ﬁ l\f{;mwmmbvmmwmm

'C: No, no %¥they didn'tf. law (Title 17 U.S. Code)
‘C: T guess Noel showed him when he was here last Spring, the coverlet
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~C: that his grandmother made.

5P: Oh really.

ZC: Did she make it at home?

iC: 1Mm hmm.

2C: I %can} remember my grandmother's old loom, and she made a bedspreads,
well, they called 'em counterpins (counterpanes), you know.

5P: Count pins?

ZC: Counterpin.

iC: Counterpin.

2C: And she made them and she made old wool blankets)you know, out of «..
she'd just card and spin the tkread herself now, it wasn't bought.
And she'd make blankets. That's all we ever seen 'til we was all
about grown, you know, them old wool striped blankets we fhadj...

5P: Did they used to make the looms ,or did you buy that, or what?
2C: Make looms? Fhemselves,

5P

c

: Yeah.

: Well, I guess one my grandmother and my mother used,I guess, an cld
homegmade &% {onef. I can remember a little bit how it looked and I
can remember my Daddy, sometimes something would happen and he'd
get out and make whatever they needed and put to it,and it would
be put together with great, old, big wood pins, you know.

’P: About how big was it? Do'you remember?

2C: The loom?

5P: Yeah.

°C; Well, I tell ya I can't, I know just how it looks. I can see it.
It set in a side room,and my grandmother set up on a bench nearly
this high,and the loom part would go plum on up. When we could
get a chance and they didn't know it, it was a real monkey bar
for us to climb on. (Laughter) But we didn't get to climb on it
if they noticed it though because they had these great, long,old
things that split up falil} in{just{)l don't know what they looked
like but...

: Warping bars.

‘C: Staves or something. Yeah, they called ‘em warping bars. And I can
remember my grandmother would be a weaving the cloth,Tbuty we could
hear that old loom going way out in the yard and she'd just always
tknocking! this ways,so I don't remember just how fall} that
looked...I remember that, (t==%¥.

[C: They had pedals they worked with their feet, you know, just
something or o+ther. e \

‘C: And all that was old wood,and it made a lot of noise, yo%}nowJ
it wasn't%very quiet machine. It was real noisy,..you could hear
it banging around.

'P: Was that what they called an overshot weave, what it made or not?

You ever heard tiat term?

: I don't knov. I don't know what overshot is?

: Do you remember any of the patterns they used to have,or did they
make patterns from different colored yarns {some} ?

‘C: Well, now I don't know. They had, maybe these things they called
fingers, or warp'bars,3 something. They called that design,or
something; because their stuff was different color.

P: Right.

‘C: They'd have different colors of thread. And they'd call that a
desigq)but I??ﬁst barely remember a lot of, just mostly here im 1omy
2% talkl,course I didn't give it a lot of thought back then.

I didn't now that it would ever be quit. I thought it'd go
on, I reckon. NOTICE
B: How many people raised sheep around these parts? This material may be
M D A H tected by copyright
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Well, T guess lots of people did. My Daddy did. I can remember
when they'd run the sheep in the lower lot, where they put

‘em, when they wanted to shear 'em, you know.

That's up on ¥GinnBranch}? .

Well, yeah, he had sheep there,and then he moved on up towards
Belmont, and he had some there and, so a...

Do you remember when they stopped raising sheep around here? 2.
No. Well I just remember, they just kind'a drifted away and everyé}ﬁj;i
quit having 'em. I don't know why they did. :

That is pretty. ot it ,
You can show him the {widthi% He can have better eye to what T'm.:-
9 Now there was three widthc ot +hd. @

¢And} your grandmother did this?
His grandmother did that one.... Now what they tell me that top-
side your looking at is all wool, and ncw that inside--wrong side —
is cotton. Now I don't know how but I can remember, I keep a
moth ball in it...
therets—ehnree 3k,

Right and these were sewn together after it was on the loom.
Mm hmm...Now here it is right this<fawayi...
Mothshdot in it lots of time,but I got it in moth ball but they....

i+'s ® so old.
But it's still in good shape though, it {really is}.
Well, T guess to be a way over a nundred year old.
I've been offered a hundred dollars for it...My mother give it to
me 'fore (before) she died.
Well hang on to it...
We keep it on the bed in the wintertime and ny mother used to
always...Say ® everybody always used 'em in col{ weather and
then store 'em in hot weather on account of the moths. But they're
so old. Now them old blankets my grandmother made,I think there's
some pieces of them here but, these. (== thopcthey was used, you know,
there wasn't plenty of sheets back then, fer(for) winter use...
I know, my mother had, I don't know how many of them yarn blankets
fshe} had, fbutf several, if you can get in between them and go to
bed, you could sleep warm . #
I'S hate to get in them o0ld scratchy. I never could stand them. T

I like ‘'em.

I can remember. And they'd knit us stockings, they called 'em ?

scratchy ones. ? They made us warm.¥...

Did they ever make burlap }out of it tooj?

No, not that I remember, they didn't.

You were telling me the other day that used to have cotton bags for

ricking cotton.

Mm hmm, yeah. They'd buy material for that, you know, B It just
awtul P big, 0ld white stuff and...

That's from Belmont they'd buy it?

Yeah, Belmont, Booneville, some place and, then one time, it

got scarce and we had a lot of cotton, nearl d".plum over the country

here,and people come here they didn't have’ﬁﬁg—sacks,and I think

it's just kind'a like overall, kind'a like the denim or something

Noel got somewhere, He's a-working and I made four or five out of’

it, we called 'em old blue-pick sacks. People that would come and

didn't have enough sacks, you know. We used them old burlap

sacks +hat ®2 we'd get feed in. NOTICE' ~
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NC: They wasn't burlap, just heavy... like cloth, you know, move than B
blue denim... ' .
DB: What was the best kind of bag or basket % to pick cotton?
CC: Well, that regular old {picki-sackin' we called it is what.
DB: That was the best? \
CC: Mm hmm,but I don't know the name fof it}. We just called itsturf (X®
make #picki-sacks out of, \
NC: Well they got to  making them out of, you could buy 'em,adreu'j!
made out of,,,what’d you call that?
CC: What are you talking about?
NC: You know we had some of, 'em here.
£Guly R
. END O,‘Bd SIDE 1
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DB: How long would it take you to fill up a sack?

NC: Well, I never did pick over two hundred pound a days myself, and
I don't know, they had some that pick four hundred pound, in
along there. Clara used to pick around three hundred pounds
a day. But I just never could pick.

SP: How much did a bail of cotton weigh about?

NC: After it's ginned?

SP: Uh-huh. _

NC: Oh around five hundred. They tried to get 'em five hundred pound

bale (e—Gay).

DB: How much would it weigh before it was ginned?

NC: Well, it'd depend on the variety of cotton. And about...

CC: I was gonna (going) to show you. Now this is what they called
counterpin now that my grandmother made and this (just) a, that
wide you see. I don't know (whether) anything cny“ wider than
that or not (that) they ever made. But that is just fold¥..._.
There's some more of 'em somewhere but I don't know what $=5. cver

went with 'em. But anyway them's just plain o0ld counterpins and
was talking about the o0ld striped blanket. They!re wore out, but
I'm still a keeping 'em just cause there's... Some of ‘em, look
better than that.I don't know whatever went with 'em. There's
some that my mother. here, you can tell thcy's been used, but
now, they was. Now that's what I don't know how they all managed
the different colors of thread in 3there[)but...

DB: Did they make their own dyes?

CC: Ah, I think they did. I think I'wve hecard 'em talk about getting a,
well, I know I have, getting aZbapki, walnut, and red oak, and
sui) as that, and making their dye. Carry it out to the pots &% aud_
Make 2

SP: Did they ever use any kind of berries or anything? Do you know?

CC: Yes, they used berries, was it alders ¢ or elders. Yeah they
used berries,but I can't remember. I can just remember it very

well but I just forgot how it was, but now they used 'em. They'd
go off and, walnut, they used walnut. You know that's a terrible
stain. You can get that on your fingerg. And I know walnut,and
cherry,and red oake I {&& rememberg Zhem three kinds, I...

SP: Do you remember how they used to make the dye from that or not?
CC: Well, they boiled that bark ina pot of wateinn the wash pot}and
then,they would boil it good. They'd lay that out ané“%hey'd
have” their material wet and wring it out (of) water, and then
put it in that ppt, of water. And I guess they Xboiled}! it, I guess

they did becauségﬁgd it boiling when they take the bark out.

SP: And then they'd leave it in 'til it was the color they wanted
to get it.

CC: I guess so, as dark as they wanted it. And lot of times, now,

a pot of that would dye right smart ‘'cause it was, if it was
certain kinds real color, deep color and walnut,best I can
remember, I can just see somec? +t—@® it was real dark brown.
And then the red oak,I'd call it more of a, I don't know what
you call it hardly now, the color, but it was real oranggy—
reddish, strange looking color, I don't know what'd you call
it.And cherry was a pretty color too. But: that's the only
three bark that I can remember,but I think it was these old

long berries, falder barkf!. Is that what that is ¢ =R NOTICE
™ - ‘ This material may be
&% 'Ya'all know what I'm talking about? MDAH erotected by copyrigne
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Couldn't hardly cut it, could you? The one I'm talking about is
what grows around and has these long 2tagsf not the blueberries.
Is this hedge apple, ironwood youre talking about?

Might be something like that.

I don't know.

No, you know what I'm talking sbout iloel. It's elderberries and
faldersi had these tags, I think. Now these little long. Why I've
seen chillen (children) chew them tags. I never did,but I was
always afraid of things,but I've seen chillen chew them. 3Alderd
tags now is what it is,’and that dark bark, you knock that first
top side off. Well it's a real yeller(yellow), the inside bark,
and now they used that 3toof.

What ahout {if} they wanted to get some*hing like a blue or a
purple? What would they use?

Well now/I don't know_about that. Actually, I've thought about
that. I've' seen some wayback before these old blankets, they

had one was awful pretty'and it had a purple %in it3. T}

was more purple than this is blue, some way, but T don't know
more {or} nothing how they got, where that come; from but I guess
it was some kind of...berries, {I imaginei.

I imagine they did sort ofllike making tpaintsi now, vou know,
put so much Tofl each one Yn and make a different color.

They might have done that.

I guess they mixed some of that and made a different color.

And I don't know, we might have told David, we might've told

him when he was here beforq)nowt,I can remember when my
grandmother used to get out, August I thinks when she'd get

out and dig a butterfly root for tea for us all through the
winter to drink and she'd pull up a little, old green weed,
pretty high, you'd walk around and tromple on it and wouldn't
know what it was and it smelled, . Rudocod. Well, she'd pull a

lot of that up and put it in Lgﬁzie;) slipshgyqu;y it for
winter to make tea and it was called (F%ﬁn?FGé)S I'd know it

if I was to smell it,but I wouldn't know the weed unless I

did smell it,but we'd drink a bunch of it.

Had a yeller(yellow), what do you call thafz

(Beem} Ehat is butterfly root.

{Nol, Well nowvsSGmething {that? dug the roots for Isore mouthi.
Yellow root.

Yeah, yellow root.

But I %fwouldn't} know that either... We was raiced on a lot of that

but I wouldn't know 'em myself
-
But now there's a fever weed out, used to grow u) and down here

by the barn, and my mother's been here a lot of times.and she'd
have a bad spell with her kidneys and she'd have us to go ané cet
her some of that fever weed and get the, I thinkg -]
{madet out of the roots ot t, @ for a tea. And then I guess, did
you all. ever drink Sassafras tea?

Oh yes. 2

That's good. Ain't nothing o4 @ good with that. I don't see
how ansbody drinks sassafras, We did, We had to,but I never
could see no convenient time to drink it myself,but we had %toi.
Did you all ever have any, what they call #Shumakej tea, made
out of sumac?

Well, I know that bush but I never {didf drink no tea fout of itd.

Yeah. 'Cause people up in Virginia, Kentucky make a tea out of

that and sweeten it with honey. NOTICE
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Out of the berries.

The berries,

Uh-huh.

Well, I never...

You boil the berries 2nd strain them and you get a sort of pinkish
colored liquid)andsaEwEaftes like hot lemonade.

Well, I thought (Ssmec  was poison. Now you see I'd know that
bush. Well, Gﬂé{,l know these...

Well, there's some here they claim is poison, they 2causedi... e
These herbs around, they're, I guess, for all kind of medf.cine
but we just don. t know about ?

Was there anybody that lived in the area that knew a lot about
the use of herbs and stuff?

Wellg now, there used to be old people in here, real old ones,
that tell a lot of things to use 'em for, I reckon, they did

know what they was talking about.

Did they have a name for ;gm?

Well, no I don't reckon,(ebi maybe they just tell something,{thati
it was good for so ané so. Now we had an o0ld man that lived in
here and he was, you know, kind of old. (Interruption) (Adiee Ssmeonc
enters). What I started to tell you about this old man, he was
real oldyand one of my nephewswas real sick when he was about,

I guess, three or four vyear old, he'd vomit and vomit and they
went to the Doctor, got medecine+me or ¥wl@ and it wasn't helping

a bitjand he'd just walk, just a-holding hisself and cry with
hiis stomach,and so this o014 man, he lived up kinda' in the woods
there and he happened in there and he was crying--they told him
what all they done and everything,and it wasn't doing any good.
And he said,well I can tell you what is dworms! what's a Qothering
him’ and he said, ‘if you'll get this elder, now that's whats got
the berries on it, and make him a tea,out of that inside bar
scrape the top bark off, and he says, he'll be essy by the time
he drinks half a cup of it'. Well his Daddy was sitting there and
he said, 'Well, you go with me', said, 'I'm afraid I'1l1l get the
wrong thing'. And they went out>=, gone just a little bit and

come back with it and he wittled the top bark off,and this old
man, he said, 'Now le: me show you', says 'Don't scrape it up',
say, 'You scrape that down on that papar,because if you scrape it
up he'll vomit it upy and he scraped that down and got up there,
oh,we was just a-boiling water and getting that tea readyyand it
lccked after it got boiled, it looked kinda', just a little bit
milky looking, you know. Well, he drank that and I don't reckon
'til today he ever had another spell like that. And we've all
laughed and made little bit, just fun about it in a way, but now
that's a scary yarn but that's the truth. Now we'd never

heard of that and his Daddy, he iwas} afraid to go get the bark
hisself, I mean, (booish) limb, and now they just whittled that
black bark off, and then just scaped it,of course, it just real
fine stuff, you know. And now I don't know if he was just '8 get
well or that's what happenci.

When somebody got sick in the family, how sick did they have to be
before you called the doctor? Did you try other remedies before
You called him or nct? ’

Well, you just done all you thought you could. You done a whole
lot. Everything you could think of.

Yeah, they'd try all those home remedies they could think of.

And then there wasn't too many doctors back. ‘3
¥ NOTICE\”
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Bay Springs Oral History PRoject
Interview with Noel & Clara Caveness
September 10, 1979

Interviewed by Dave Barton &

Steve Poyser

Tape &%ide 2

(Only asterisks transcribed)

W&
NC: And—thenr—a,—there-wash't—+eo marydoctossyeeck. WE had an old
Daﬁm’<&dﬁ¢i) » lived up here about three miles and he rode horse,
on horseback, all the time. .
DB: Was he a dentist or a doctor?
NC: Doctor.

SP: He was a doctor. +hat -

NC: And he had a boy'was a tooth‘dentist.;/////A:IHe got killed
right out there...B=m his boy did, ' S 7

CC: And the rest of his boys was outlaws.

DB3: What happened? How did-he get killed?

NC: Well they was pretty mean boys. (Background noise) And a, they
was a store across the bridge out there and &s=% broke in that

night i it was

CC: That's where Mr. Wilison-is now.

SP: HM,MM:

NC: And they fkind of ai..ﬁe claimed he walked up on this stuff
there, but he'd had more than he & . And I always thought
he shot hisself. He had two caddys tobacco. I don't know

' e whether you all ever remember seeing tobacco in caddys, about
X ight inches square.
ch\goxes. :
NC: Boxes, packed in there good, you know.: And he had um, about two
of them and a lot of other stuff, you know,and he was just
loaded. And a, getting that up on his shodider better, I think
he pulled the trigger and shot himself, —{Sutside-meise) through Here
here somewhereS. He lived a little awhile. I believe that, always
believed there was somebody with him for it was {rain} that
night and this, this first house, right down here where %hef
woke him up. Her brother lived therednd_a, he didn't have no
dirt or nothing on his clothes and he'd¥had to crawl back
down there, they said. And I think he shot himself.

CC: Aciidentlg a
NC: Y3, (2==4) accidgnt. 5o _
C€: Yes,the did. y nobody'fI’ ever know: because he just...

He was a, up in the hall there at the door,and he woke my SR

brotggr up, and he told him'to get up he'd been shot?so he

was, gone and got from the front steps to the hall door, you

know. And they got up and my other brother was there too

and they got him in and of course, there wasn't no cars and

had to do everything horseback,andas 2= they called the doctor

and called up-anddown the road and so um, he died a few

minutes after they got fhim) in  the house. Nobody ever did
NG know now, he just appeared there at that door and woke them up. >

: Well ... :

CB: v aij he ... f
NC: S e his brother was with him. ;
DB: You said the (feleted) boys werepretty rough,were there other ,

roughnecks living in these parts? f

NOTICE\ | |
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Yeah there were some in here.

How about up at Bay Springs?

Well, there was lots of fighting going on there when they had

the old soldiers reunion. They'd get cut.,. = - < !
Have you r.et the IFinchesi? at Tuka 2 since you've been

here this year or last year? Jesse Finch or {Barry{ Finch. Well,
Jesse's eighty-six year old and he was up here yesterday. He married
one of Noel's cousins and he was talking about, a long time ago

there at Bay Springs at the reunion, old soldier's reunion. He

said that he remembered these men had had an awful fight and one

of them was just cut all to pieces and he just didn't believe

he'd livq,but he did live to be a real old man, and he's buried i
out here at this cemetery. But,he was talking about what all )
happened at Bay Springs, you Know, way bTack.

Well, they couldn't move him. He had to stay there a day or two
before they could move him, what Jesse was saying.

Yes, as far as I can remember pecple said Bay Springs was a

rough place, way back or. account of the cotton mill and so

and so wewtdoT- (mereiwed) ® o ben thera,

Were the people who lived up there, were they married or, like

the factory workers, did you ever hear if they were®... bk

Well, I reckon, all the houses there was around there, E%e most

of them was married, I think....{Butf there wasn't an awful lot

of houses there, close around, you know.

Did the people own those houses or did they move around? Move in
and out {off{ th sg hcuses? Tlve

Well, I guess tﬁé most of 'em owned them. I'heard my mother say
theys just little, maybe a log house 522? £he side room, and

maybe just one big old log cabin thing, and that was the only,

you know, for everything. I guess they owned their little... 7
Were there a lot of renters up there?

Well, I don't think so. They didn't @tendl a lot of land.

There wasn't too much farming going on back in them days)here.

Just & little small patches.

Where did they have farms up there Ly Bay Springs? What areas

up there did they ..farm?

Well, I just don't know.

‘lell, across the {GinnBrancheed is, 2# I guess,about all the farming
land looK™to me like there could be around Itherei.

Well, there had been some farm land up there.

I couldn't see nothing.x ol ¥ ‘e

You know, back going é%egdBoonewLwaf{,up on that hill out there

in that level out there. I imagine that would have been farmed

in time.

Is ithat toward Marietta Springs?

Yeah, uh-huh going...t

So west, west of Bay Springs.

Go up, just up th2 hill from "ay Springs. I can rgmeeger there's ;
some level ground out there, and there wasn't no iézg;ng'much on that, | f @
and I imagine that they f#tendedi that inttimed. e
Did you ever farm up there by Bay Springs? A
No,yI didn't. Her Daddy and all of them did. They cleared up the
land there to cut the timber all around Bay Springs.

- NOTICE | &
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you was here before, couldn't you?

Yeah. Plum

Well,it was all them fields back that way, come on up to the top
of that high hill, you know, going towards Booneville,

What kind of cropisy did they have planted in there?

We planted cotton in every bit of it. It was new ground after
they cut all that big pine, oh it was awful pretty pine.

How old were you when that was?

Oh I was seventeen, sixteen, seventeen, about grown, al 3} of
us. But we liked it. Just after they cut all the timber off,
hauled 'em off,and the sawmill was in there, just that way
from Bay Springs. We could pile all the pine limbs and things.
We tried to fill up all, ibutdl there was a lot of deep gullies
in there, you.know, and Ellis Wright had bought that and had
all the timber cut off and he wanted it.

Do you remember who ran the sawmill up there?

It was Cyrus Gilbert's mill, from Belmont. I think <¢Ceivim) (;nhfdh
Whitehead was actually running the mil;)but it belonged to +he
Gilberts,and they was... \

Did Hubert Davis ever have amill out there?

Not out there at Bay Springs>

He logged--his brother did, Mac Davig)and Hubert he logged all
the time.

There used to be a lot of s%ymills in hTere when people first
went to cutting this old g¥8%s timber, you know.

Did your Daddy rent out therg)or did he own the land that the
cotton was on?

We rented it from Ellis Wright.

I see,and where did youlive? Where was your house?

We lived then, when we was addoing that, we lived just a, you know
up here across Rock Creek, that first, only house there are from
Rock Creek to Bay Springs.

That's the Kennedy's house?

Kennedy's, that's the, mm hmm.

You lived at that house. :

That,we was first ones that lived in that house.

Do you remember when that was built?

No, &#=Tought to, I was grown, but I don't remember now, it must
have been..,.

Do you remember how old you were about that time?

No, not more than fourteen, somewhere along there probably. I
can't remember. Sixteen.

Y&'all lived there when you got married in 1928.

Yeah, but I just don't remember how long we been.., 2

Did you rent the house or did you own it?

Yeah {Forest} Wright, that was Ellis' first wife, her mother,
she owned that,but when she divided her land up with the Allens,
and her daughter IForest’ Wright,well, that'swhat fForest} got,
she got up thereyand Allens got this end down here, |

Well, who were the other people 4hat lived up there around Bay
Springs? Now you lived there in the twenties. Who else lived up
there Sorth of you?

Wellfme sister and her husband and my oldest brother lived in

siald)

the next two houses, .the other side of our house. Hg
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CC: going towards Bay Springs, on the right hand side, .you can still
see the part of the house.

DB: Part of the ¥barn¥ there.

CC: Mm, part of it's standing out there, it's kindﬁei growing up, but
you can see it (o= pretty well and that was, I guess, one time
called ah Lord, I don't know, if's old, the Ashleys_lived there
and the Tiptons, then Jack's father—-in-1law: Mr..JegéﬁeHarris
owned it until Jack and the Wrights got a hold of it. So it's
still in the Wright's hands, you know.

DB: Did anybody live right around where the lodge and the store were?

CC: No,not in old times they didn't. Now, of course across the road
out there now going towards that cemetery HNoel was telling you
about. How Ellis built that house and there was a lot of different
ones lived in and out in it in the last few years. 4SigrstomrsS and...

DB: They were renters? S<mfjs

CC: Mm hmm. Yeah they all rent it from Ellis.

NC: Hubert Davis.

CC: Hubert Davis lived there awhile but he was renting. He didn't never
own it he'dsjust living there in Ellis' house. He's sawmilling and
moving around ang,but they'sti=ew) lots of different families
lived around Bay Springs in time. A lot different names, different
places. .

DB: We're interested in cotton farming. Maybe you could tell us
how you used to set up your, get started every year. What was
the system that they used to use for cotton farming? I mean what
kind of a cut would you give to the, say if you were a_renter versus

being a\ owner? Preparak

NC: Well, you mean how they <f=r=e=3} the land and everything?

DB: Well that,plus how the arrangements.

CC: How they'd trade a...w‘#H2==-

NC: Well now, cotton was in"a fourth.The landowner got a fourth and the
fbropertyj got two-- a, let me see now... may—it-eut—leoud.

CC: Third and fourths .

NC: Well, corn was third and fourth, and the cotton was, he Qcotton,

Corn was third and the corn was fourth. Fovrth pound or fourth
dollar out of every.., all of I+ .==md !

CC: Well now listen, if he was a-renting land from you, this Fall, 3
whenever if he made four or five bajp 1% of cotton, well how
many bail¥ would you get out of his crop. That's what he
wants to ‘fgetl.

DB: Yeah, that's what I'm interestedlin}.

NC: wWell, they would just, this cropper, the one that was raising,
he would just go fand} carry it Fto thef gin and have it ginned,
then carry it and sell it. He'Qd get a fourth out of it, I mean,
three fourths, and.a landowner get a fourth. And they just generally
settledup when they sold the cottonn. @

CC: Well now, if he made four bails of cotton on his rent,well then

how much would you get out of them four bdﬂfg of cotton? NOTICE |
NC; Well he'd just get a fourth out of it. \ This material may ba
CC: Well I mean how much... MDAH Arectad by copyrig

NC: The landowner'{get one bailehnd he'd get three. qum17u34bg¢
CC: Well, that's what I mean... Well that's what he's trying to get at, b4k
just exactly what it would be.
DB: And how did the corn works? ‘F
NC: You got everpmimsse...Well a lot of 'enm they gatheredfand throwed it
in the wagon and you'd get every third load. l
CC: (Laughs) That was 5= ==—==SRNEN T I i
NC: And you'd pulled it and throwed it on the ground, you got every ?5
third pile. Picking it Up off the ground. That's way lots of 'em y
I
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1and own ev'do his
would do it. Then ﬁhe endlerd go pick = up off the ground and,
but on the AHCK/ ® place up here ,they paid, 'em so much for

hauling in the rent they‘Z calldit. We alwaysﬁmmthMQ& when
thecv%>waseawn) Q. we d pick it up.
What about if he were a sharecropper now instead of a renter?
Would the proportion be different?
That'd be ke halves
Half and half.
Mm hmm.
One day for yourself and one day for somebody else.
So you have to pay a third of the corn and a quarter of the
cotton.
Mm hmm.
How come you had to pay more of corn than you did < otton?
Well, I don't know why but that's as far back as I can
remember and before too I guess, that's the way they {done} it.
Alice, can yougive us any history of anything? You was like us
raised on the farm. all T evev kvowed about
No, what you was telling was aZrs=irt k3222
Well, that's the way about all farmers know it.
Do you remember that; a third of the corn and a quarter of the
cotton? .
Mm,yeah.
Well now, that's the way psople like Noel's father lived out
here on the farm and he'd just go ahead and pick up his rent
and take it. Go out here in the corn llttle where you pitched
it and throwed it in the middle. Nellvrenterdolck up two little
heaps and then Mr. Caveness have one«: left, you know. Well now,
Wright and Allens farm up here,they didn't fool with it that
way because they'd just sold their rent, you know. Well, way WewaMJ
do on their place, we'd just go in there and just pull it 3a<m1_&'
the—haek = the load, youknow. And they never did fool with that
cause that took up a lot of time {dibbing) that away and so
weldjust put it and Fggﬁi-lt in the wagon and did it like that.
We never did do it that much.
It saved a lot of hondlin’ #h¢ corn to do it like that. YIf}
somethlng. & @ over\in,\
We'd pull the éeﬁga# ik pullstuch better,and haul it the
next morning. And,you could haul it better in the morning
than you could ia the evening.
We never did go at it the easy way. We always went the hard
way. We'd get out there morning, just pull all morning and
all day, and then we'd do fodder that way. Pulling fodder off
of the corn stalk,we ust went right on pulling just like it's
o @ ® and but now M Caveness was a old and %kindly§ farmer
than we was. He wanted everything done the right way,and we
didn't do it that away. We just took it. We had...
Did he rent to people, your father?
Mm hmm.
Where were his plots that he rented?
Well,this is one that used to be a rent house,right here. You
llved here when you got marrled didn't ya Alice?
e moved here, we rewted 2 k=we
YCQ.‘\) Fey "NWV )
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NC: They've made Crops g here,and this first one and lanother}. Ang
there's some houses down below the store down therg)and them down

there. '
A:Whd'eyal3z using this 3}wined bottle here for s
CC: No-go ahead and use it Alice.
A: (um‘wl’e!h)fbh) kd

CC: Yeah, go right on.

D3: We're interested in the different things you did at different
times of the year. Ma~vbe if vou could start with January and tell
us the different kinds of things that you would do during the
differen seasons, like working?

CC: Well, noﬁg'll tell you what little, way it was to me now. You know,
well,we'll start in January. Well, most of the time when Janijary
come along we'd begin.

END OF TAPE 24, side
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And then March come along you lodkd, 2 back then, you would
)
f;ke 4o Pla.ak ssmc¢ P early corn and then some cotton, you know,gf'n‘; goured
crop. May come along you'd plant your watermelons and just on and
on.
Vo wewt o hoein’ ne May. 2maghes
And you'd go to chop it, what they call chopping cotton the first
time. And from then on, well, you'd get your crop made and then
it was time to go‘ﬁ geedlin’ dry peas and dry beans...
When you say you, you méke your crop made; what d'you mean by
that? .
t
Get it where you could quit working (s==3.
Okay.
Lay it by...

Is that lay it by?

Mm hmm.
amd_ ~ NOTICE
Lay it, let it grow up then be to blg to work. This material may be
protected by copyright .
When did that happen? What, what month was that? law (Title 17 .. Code

Well, my Daddy used to tell us if we'd hurry up and work hard, he'@d

say, ' we'll be throughé;]the Fourth of July', Euat gs back in MDAH
mule days, you know, and they could plow and do a lot better job

théh you do your tractors. Hmm. We were through early and then

we'd have a, maybe a Few days kind a, lay and rest and then we'd

have to get out #;:;;ng fruitihpdsmhasdmb 2 {made}l foff} woof

hunting {muskadines} things, it was just all the time there's

sometking to do. And then by the last of August, course now there
Ldlw

was a fodder e&a:aqaug time, to save fodder along in July and August.
|+ wou.\ ‘LJ ' .
And thenVstart sorghum makingjso+a ® making sorghum, molasses and
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CC: then it would come along and you'd start the cotton-picking and
that was last.
DB: When was that? .
hmepmknkz
CC: You'd start picking sometimes last of August, well we hae=sr
TEoes—with a bit},ihquw#) but September and part of October
hady suslk to )
‘Lﬁaﬁt &5 be getting through with cotton by then. And then course
o I-} gtk
\unmTellisteie
the corn was' 2 ,and along in August there's a time you had to
save your hay. Wel%)there just wasn't no (dle 4/me ®. There's
just something to do all the time on the farm. Don't never farf..s
don "t e
DB: What would you do in late October and November? o)
3&-{}1?"1*\)
€
CC: WEll now, late October sometimes you wasn't through (get—ng=tF).
You had a little more scattering cottoq)they called its,to pick.
But November you's probably dw;)ﬁ but back then, what we're talking
'bout now,you had to go to laying up your winter wood, saw wood,
and f{stovel wood and go to school. Work all you could before and
after school. Then hog-killing time. My Daddy always waunted_ ¥
kill our hogs in November and then thaﬁ?ould come %toff} and by that
time Santa Claus would come.énd the next thing was Spring, starting

the cotton again. That's just kind a the way it was. Actually, there

wasn't no time to waste back then.

w%%ge_— REFER—TO=FHNSER PSR FACES
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/Q/ﬂzzb) Bay Springs Oral History Project
Interview with Noel & Clara
’ Caveness

September 10, 1979

Interviewed by Dave Barton &

Steve Poyser
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(Only asterisks transcribed) '

How about sawmilling? What time of the year would they do
sawmilling? '

Allthe time. ¥mee Yeah,ellticHme,

Most time a, they'd start....

Now sawmilling, That, that'd . just go on like we was

farm and.. sawmill that's all we had to do,and if it was
possible, the year round. Make any difference how ho*t the
weather‘gg how cold, nothing about it. If it's possible vou
had to get it. You, sometimes the timber would be froze and
th2y'd have to wait a few days, something like that. But most
of the time,as a rule,you ha”d to stay with it pretty close,
if you could, you know.

How many years did you move around with the timber?

Well, you mean,um,well, I don't iknowl how many times a

year, just whenever yod&cut out a let = you'd have

time for something else and more but...

But, I mean how pany-years did you as a family?

Well, we a, I guess...we followed it about fourteen, fifteen

years.
Me and Clara, we sawmilled about twelve,fifteen years. I sawmilled
before we was married. whe e

Wherever the mill and the timber, that'snyou had to go you couldn't
a...Back then there wasn't cars every three steps like they are

now. You just had to,hkind of stay with your job. Just move to

it and sit down. Wedkid a little garden started sometimes,and

the time come the timber's gone, well, you had to mpve on..Eisd+ﬂwt
something else. But it is allright. I guess saw (Widows) about

as contented as,um, you could live because it didn't matter

whether you ever straightened up much or not because you'd

sod@n be gone further and um, we didn't have very much with

us. We'd just a, carried a bedding and a few dishes and

clothes and things like that. We called it just Ibatchingl

along. We kept a, lot of times c2ooked for some mill hands !
and a=, and theydjust have them little bunks built where they g
could sleep out in the yard somewhere,and they'd have their own &
beds and things. They'd eat with us but thev'd do their own
sleeping fectdetioa (un;u{’glh\s;UL) #

Were they bachelors,usually?

No, most of, some of>them single boys and some of them was a
married men, but they didn't move their families.AKkot of times,
they'd have children in school, you know, and they didn't move
famili=s,'a, too much. There'd be a good many familieg)but
maybe there'd be smaller c¢hildren. [t
Was there somebody always in charge of the sawmilling operation? ﬁ
Well,. '’ most tlime§ if they sawmillygall year ,ycu did. i
Say like, were you ever a "-manager of . a sawmill?
Yes, when we was in Alabama, and he ...

NOTICE
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I gwent up there with him,amf . -~ I done” the logging and
Seeing after 4he will, gl .
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DB: Did you have one of those skid engines?
NC: Skid motors)yeah.
DB: Skid motors... Was it a tractor?
CC: And they ,Ojjai-« w*lﬁm trucks awd_ P wmules fos .
NC: (Sorry? or Sir?) .
DB: Was it a tractor?
NC: Well, it'd just a motor part...
DB: Tractor motor yeah.
NC: Yeah....
o

CC: Well, it's a lot of difference now th¢n the way people used to

sawmill. They've got so many more convenience to what they had

then.
Iy work_
NC: 1+ts ¢ al1 hard, just hard weed. There's a mill down below here,

+sdoy
I guess it's running, runs every daynauh. 3 2=t. I wish you all could

see that. It's more modern, and you don't have to handle the lumber

like you used to dido, 2

SEE INSERT PAGE 5
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Mr. Caveness you were telling me the other day the ‘i
various men thatvresponsible for working in the mill 4
and their various jobs. Could you go through that one
more time for me? The various men that worked there at
the sawmill and what they didﬁ%q

Hmm. Y&* well now the way their,” when I was sawmilling,
a...There would be a bunch of hands that'd go cut the
timber and the loggers and take it up there to the mill,

and then a, be cacriage the sawyer, he's the one
that'd run the Vv (eame}. And a, and there'd be a
{p=XE=r} over there, and a block setter...and then it'd a,

Course, some of them had a edgers and some didn't. And if 4
they had a edger theydflitch itj*two inch flitches, and
a, (Noise) fcmtjes At and then it'd go through i
the edger. Now,Stripmsed, and then ... had a dummy line,yMLkan, 1
©===x way out on the ... a, the lumber be'd loaded on

this dummy and I'd ca it out and unload it and, and

each Ri=r=ft {lengthf I%ggfwas a , most of the times where

we, I worked at, it didn't make no difference about the
width. It's the length is what kept, try to keep separated.
Hmm, mm. :

And a, and the truck come in and pick it up,carry it to a,

to aiplanerss.

UhFQWhat was a flitch? You called it.

Flitch, ya. Ah,_just¥two inch flitch, had bark on two sides...
Oh, I see. ‘

Called a flitch.

Okay.

Then, the edger, it had two saws on the edger and you run it
through there and it cut both sides off when you run it
through.

..uh, huh.

That would finish the board?

Ye,” that was ~ finished.

just left rough after they sawed it.
Well, there used to a planer right over there and a, they,

I don't know, they stayed there three or four year I guess.

Then they haule?ﬁumber to {Belmonti alter it wag | adedrege=im dress2d_ and [oa
boxcarg *
Uh, huh.

You said the other day that there were three different kinds
of mills. What kind of mills were they? Or two, or three
different kinds of mills.
A block.? Wasn't one of them a block or not? Where they used
to make barrels? Wood- fov' barrels?
Ah, must have been a steam mill, wasn't it?

don't remember. I thought it was a block mill.
Said something about a block mill. They used to square them
off for barrels. Was there just one kind of sawmill or
were there more than one? abouX .
Well, they'd, all of its done k¥ the same way,but som%/gg,ﬁT“ﬁ“'
them be bigger and some steam mill and some (trsckmg)mills
But the block, oh, I guess yod talking about the man
that's setting the blocks. Is that it?
I was just woudering. What kind of, were there different

kinds of sawmills that turn out different product. Or dig, NOTICE
This material may be,

srotected by OODVW
MDAH ey
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DB: could that sawmill, one kind of sawmill do everything?
NC: Ya, make just abCdbut any kind of lumber.

SP: Uh-huh.

DB: It's just dependent on how you set up the?

NC: Well, well a, let's see. Seem like I got some pictures
here of some millsbut I don't know where the;!re at.

road Carriage .
That blocksetter that 3ies=€ the .. -/ f Theaqnm5< went

backwards and forwardﬁ)and this blocksetter he, when he
got back, back from the last saw, he'd set up, if you
wanted a inch board, or two inch, he'd set up two inche%)

or incﬁ)and it go through and then‘it got on the other
his
side. He'd come back,and he'd make i set again, and

3 DA

whatever he wanted.
SP. Hm, mm.
NC: And a, that must have been about that blocksetter.

SP: That must be. What about drying the lumber? Did they ever

it
season'Yor anything after it was cut?

Yeah
NC: ¥==, lots of people did. Stacked it.
SP: Uh-huh. And how long would you have to let it set before it

was dry?
you kvow
NC: well, iﬁ%gepend on the weatheg, and=gi, hot itHsoon dry in
a, weather 1like this.
SP: ¥az Yeah .
NC: And a, but they, they got out of that mostly, about dried,
dried ya, my uncle used to run a mill down here. He had a
: k‘\f\y ‘H\ﬂt wag
steam mill and theyddry Lkilsr it, <had—i#2 in W.W.I.
Fhey’d_
Andvpék shé>posts, you know, up pretty high)and they

stacked the lumber up on i&:»jﬂﬁﬁﬁ*' and they'd stand

avother 4
lumber or slab or something o&si+ all around and keep
Unhdev
the fire e@a it..
SP: Uh-huh. JOTICEN
. erial may b@
NC: And the smoke go up through it and dry. MDAH ciod by copyright
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Yeah a Qousin)
NC: ¥a. There used to be #, when. the=mext==ng frun} a mill

back thq other side of Bay Springs about two miles. f0Oni
wriaht's
2 - . . \n
(thE===Se=s) timber. Cut it up and,um, they®had had a lot
down here under these bluffs in Bay Spring§)and they took
and. ruu a_
the caterpillar alsmg=tHFe cable and pull, they'd just go
down and cut the tree down and trim it up and drag the
g -?V’iidl‘lllg (Fot o/
whole tree out. Then, they'd saw it up right tdewn ™~ on
uh
fthe 1line}, « And wm, we hauled it on over there ltof
ol teet

where we was at. We'd cut ewver  tes=e there, in one place

on thst h.)r‘;s‘d’ rigifeterngthey Placa i
DB: Hmm. Well, did they ever set up a skid engine out there at
Bay Springs?
you kMouJ_)
NC: No. They, just a caterpillar and muuﬂer“%P% ¥ what pulled
the logs out...
DB: What was the closest skid motor up there? .-
NC: Will now the mill was, one of these a, well, it was skid
motor. |
DB: Where was that? Where was the closest skid motor to Bay Springs?
Closest mill?
NC: Well, when Mac Davis cut that timber out there around Bay
Springs he had two {of} these old—timégFord tractors. He had
two of them hooked up and they pulled the mill with that.
DB: Where was that? '

NC: It, one was down on the Bluffs just below the o0ld church there.

That's all tore up, up there now I guess where it {wasY at. NOTICE
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Is that where they call Lover's Leap?
1}

Down below % ® down there.

Down below there.

Mm hmm.

MDAH
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Well, there was a sawmill right there at Bay Springs, wasn't there?
Yeoh, ?“:?'

¥a, there's, way back :HQYM&Q\

Y= Yeah,

¢
Oh ;;% They pulled (powered) that with water, then.

Yae Yeah
Back, when they were)‘”ijaJ|4Ms cen
Did you ever hear how it used to work or not?

No.

How they'd take the powér off the,..

Off the water?

The water.

Well, they had a big head, just a dam, you know.
Hm, mm.
4

And d=Z=eie back water way up and then thex)(pause) they,
they had a water wheel and they'd turn this water loose
and it'd go maybe down a chute;::?éomething or other to
this a, a, water wheel. And that'd get it started o=
turning you know.

Hm, mm.

And just ...

Was it a up and down water wheel or was it sideways ...?

[] 3 1 u
... well, I don't know whether it was a overshot mill or NOTICE\ |

his material may be | i
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i

just a plain a, a, going through a box.

Hm,mm. And then how was the saw powered off of that? Do you

know? e | M DAH

Well,they'd, they'd a (power)r this wheel. In‘fact, it would

shatt shatt
turn a big shag. You see, have a big, long sk=s pull it {alongf
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haul,
(=D it along.

Hm, mm.
sh ML{-
And a, it'd just get that {maind st=xn running)and it just turned

the whole thing.

Hm,mm. So the, the saw itself was run off of a belt,lik?)

which attached to the main shaft by pulley.

No, it was on there.

Oh, it was on the, the shaft itself...
we,

NC:«You put a, put a, what you had a split pulley,Ycalled it. You

SP:

could just put it up, "and tighten it up anywhere you
wanted to on that shaft.

¥a. Yeak

NC:Then, it had a belt running to the sawmill...

SP: Right.
NC: Jhe  manolvel of the saw.
SP: What was the belt made out of? Do you remember or not?
NC: Well, it was fiber and a, haéy:fi’in it, you know, just
stuck together.
DB: Did you ever see one?
NC: ¥a, Yook
DB: Where was that?
NC: Tve got one out here, I think. Um, belt a, just like a/l 5¢fff :
Some of them be, maybe that wide and a, ten inches, eight
inches. Then they got on this late model, they used ‘v ”
belts.
SP: Hm,mm . ‘ —y
NC: Like on, on a car, you know. . Ng:,',fs.‘,\.
SP: Right. MDAH méf-}fﬁ"?m;
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Fan bl
Hm, mm.
Did your father ever tell you any stories about the mill up
there? How it used to run?
No=Ss=i-get eightyrerarry——\UN /InFell /5 /'é/c>,
Hm, mm. |
And there was WheaT up there g¢pn }\l;r 3[0Q aal.
What happened when the saw blade got 'dull? Who sharpened it?
Well, the sawyer generally sharpened...
Was there any special tools that he useé)or not?
Ya. Um, he have a, a, what you call a swedge. Ikgot one
of them out here. I'll show you here. What they , they fixed
+eeths '
the (&=F=F with.
Hm,mm. Now how did this work?
Well, they a, there Jas one side of that would Leuno , I
mean, #hey'd a, they'd hit this with a hammer right {here{)
00T A
put it over the tubes
£ Yeal, +he Foo¥A,
Hit it with a hammer and that'd spread J;EEEDQ}—orffhe~tuhaLL\Q
Uh-huh.
And then on this side here, it'd put a square edge on it.

I see. NOTICE

This material may be
srotected by copyright
law (Title 17 U.S. Code).

Then bring it up square.
Right.

On the side a, this, this side, a, would always a get, you'd
MDAH
get your corners off, off h&s teeth,and they would a, it'd go,
‘) +tue Luf}:‘lét‘
a-/%ad”UJ it wouldn't cut threueh am=tt. And then they'd have to
shut could
set it, set down and a sometime you'Y just file it,and then
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again you had to put theséE?rners back on it, if you didn't
ithjust £z§§§§{@a&.

Right.

And a ...

And how often did you have to do that gusuallyi°

Oh about a, they generally swedged maybe twice a day.

Twice a day.

Yeak :

¥=, sometimes a, it justy ou<} ., 1f your logs were
dirtx)a)you had to file it pretty often.

Cause it would dull the blades of thé saw.

Uh-huh.

How many board feet could you go through in a day? Jﬁmmmwt
Um, I guess some of the mills cut eighteeq,twenty-fiveyfeet
a day.

Good g h'rsﬁk ,

How did you get paid when you were working in the mill? 3pid{
you get paid by the board foot or by the hour?

By the hour. Well there's some mills that a, would a,.§§5é512
hkejowf} so much a thousand, you know.

Uh-huh. How much would the rqifs be by a thousand?

Well, I don't know. I heuvcr 'Vlwork. n o he that way.

50 you started about 19202

Yeak

T Adone 4 earlier than that.

Uh-huh. How much did you get paid when you first started?
Well I don't remember. During the Depression I worked for

a2 nickel a hour. And if I got eight hours I got fifty cents

ldl'l"f
So 1+ wrl uSEk—jusE)and get eight hours I got a five cents

ve
a@ hour. That was when -‘)?g was %= Depression though N’DAH

Use
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DB: s Yeah: i ok
NC: == —dam, (V0T 0,10 &)

SP: Hm,mm.
DB: How about in the fourties? How much were you making?
1
NC: Oh, well it, it'd be some-mills ’PcuL)th‘é +La4,\_, Hl‘\:r.s.or_m(
But actually, a, that a,law come on and had to pay so much
6
Gut.
SP: Hm,mm. )

QMI.W{'A‘;‘S:HC

NC: Ah, it'd just pay according to the , You see, whatever
the gele was
SP: Hm,mm.

NC: But when that law took effect.we just a, getting about fifteen

Otum&
cents a;@our. Just, just é¢eeeer=$my)} to what you could do at

the mill, you know.
SP: Hm,mm.
DB: Did everybody get paid the same. The people out sawing?

hivedo
NC: No. No. The blocker had a £ewsd)y sawyer, the blocker and a

7
yaerv '
a, sawyer get mcre. And the edger,generally get more.
DB: That's agent?
NC: Edger. One doing the edger.

SP: Hm,mm. Let me ask you Mr. Caveness; after they cut the tree

down....How did they get it from where the tree was into the

mill?
B , |
NC=4§%¥-i¢—ea££beomdﬂ h *
3 #x) mules or truck, ems haulit, ;
|
SP: Uh-huh.Was there a wagon they put it on, or not? . Y
NC: Hm, mm. | NOTICE) ~
DB. . \ aerial may b@
* What'd they call that wagon? MDAH vod by copyright :
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NC: Durgan [
| pB: Durgan.
o thak
NC: *¥*a. Used to, I rememberéwheﬁﬁiédurganf as far back as I can

remember; they called them durgans.

sp: What'd they look like?

NC: Well,they'd just a, had bolsters on it {&E=2% you see. You
Sayw +hese here

+=mwedrwith-your wagons there,
SP: =< }/f’afk,

NC: Well, they'd put— what you call a bolster on it, up even with
their, the)or the ;:;2;, as high as it was, and then usejékids
and roll them up on that, see.

SP: Uh-huh.

NC: {This§¥ level ground, you always had to load them with mules
bk +h€j”“‘
ess if (yes on a hillside you could a, load 'em along skids.

SP: Uh-huh.

 NC: Just roll them up.

SP: And how many mules did he usually use per wagon?

NC: Well most time, later years, just two.

D,
SP: Uh-huh.
77 ! le Y4 quideo

NC: But they (1. | way back yonder . /Aﬁ*j(éL o

W
to a wagon.
SP: Hm'm_l ) \
(u“\ﬁaulsllblg)
f NC: Where Zthey} got the big logs, you know, posssse—3] .
. SP; Y Yed\;

:* NC:

And a, and a lot of others done by steers. And there'd be

about three to four yoke of steers to a wagon. NOTICE

¢ Uh-huh. ‘ HQDAH "“ naterial may be

. sated by copyright
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Well just awdifferent lengths. It's whatever, they?s kind of

sold the lumber you know (55 1b%f gradf)and the length of

it, sometime the longer lumbe:vﬁring more. And a, a welkhauled !
lots of it twenty-four foot. And é)ég;f {youl! ju==% couple

your wagon out, you see, had a long coupling pole and you'd

couple it ouf.

Hm, mm.

And load.

Was it a dangerous job? Did people get injured a lot?

Well, they didn'%x too many get hurt.

It was hard work though wasn't it?

»@ak was

x,it"hard work.

Hm,mm. About how many people, how many men worked out as a

team in cutting the trees.

Well, monst time there'd be just two.

Hm, mm. \

Then um, it was {owing) to how much lumber, T wmeaw. what the

mill cut, you know. And they had to put on hands to take!

care of that.

Were there more than one team out in the forest at the same

time?

Uh-huh.

And about how far apart would they be when they were cutting?

Do you remember?

Not too far. Oﬁ)a way down a, all this logging around Bay h
Springs, over here, we used trucks. We had a two pair of :
mules. I had a pair and':ousin' had a pair. ms:ag:;‘\g:?zt |
nm R

“1DAH
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SP:
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SP:

NC:
SP:

NC:
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And a, he'd haul close around the mill with a wagon, you know.
pmce

And we'd haul, haulvﬁgood ===].

Hm, mm.

We, we'd {bunched) it with two mules and then a, we had a,

most of the time two mules, two people driving {with} this

logging, this one mule from {Hammel] . We'd just a fsinglei

them out.

Hm, mm. _ hel}h@(« laa.o( load_+he +ruck ,
And most time I he=teg—Iog-thueka
Hm, mm.

?;ck auk loadm\s Place_g
And iea=taet Iive=JFoaded{(place).

Hm,mm. What kind of saw did you use to cut the trees down, remember?
Qut '

Cross- (=== .

Was there any specific name for it?

No.

Like a Simmons. Did you ever hear of that? Sims?

Yea&\, The
=. Tha#g was different names.

Uh-huh.

Yeah

=&, there was a, I don't know, Black Diamond)I believe)and
Simon.

Uh-huh. And were the teeth arranged on the saw in any particular
way or not?

No, they was all about the same.

Uh-huh. A%d they was all, all teeth that went across the

saw? A
Hm,mm. ... MDAH NOTlCE
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they was all barred together.

Uh-huh.

Then they had the drag.

Uh-huh.

It was & V—shap:ed on the end. That's what took the dust out.
Uh-huh.

UG53~ I got an old one out there...

4

Do you.

in the Ik=&%e house.

And then how did you trim the branches off the trunk?

Well, most times a, they just knocked them off the (back).
Any particular...

... with a axe?

Sorry?

Did you have a name for the axe?

ngl, just a, double-bit mostly, that's a what they was called,
a double-bit axe.

Hm,mm. And then you dragged the, the trunk over to where the,
the wagon was or the truck and loaded up from there and then
took it into the mill?

Hm, mm.

How many people would work on the wagon team?

one. NOTICE

This material may be

Just one. ) oratected by copyright
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Hm, mm.

So you'd get the log from the woods to the mill-what happened
then?

Well, he'd just unload 'em and a he'd just go back to the wood,



NC:
SP:
DB:

NC.

DB:

NC:

SP:

NC:
SP:
NC:

SP:

NC:

SP:

;14%1——;)7 ,, 40

'Tape 2 Side 1

p

d

just afbackward and forward}.

Hm, mm.

And how many people worked at the mill?

wWell, it's on the ezéé;i of the mill. A, I believe, let's
see; one,two, -three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine
about elevensrtwelve men. If there's a, thatsabout what they
used 1in a, this mill up, we cut out of up here.

What were the different jobs that the men had?

Well, there was a,whd:+hij called A , pole-roller and a
third one; he stood theré and helped them a, a sawyer turn the
log. Then a, all, I mean a, log-{setterf and sawyer and the

tripper, he took care of all the lumber that come off of

the saw there and he put it on a, to, to the edger and there

+stev—
the edgermaw wag XWe tripper and a, stripped () and

+otev . -
slab- (&Eewed} == and the ldummy-roller}. Then the,LmH*dhyLk) used,

maybe one man at the back end{would} handle the lumber. And then,

volled
the, a,one that 3==2> the dummy, he'd be, come back when he got

unloaded and he helped 1load it on the dummy.
Hm,mm. And fmeanjto say after the lumber was all cut they loaded

it onto railroad cars, you said, or not?
was

No, they,' trucks.
Trucks, and then they'd take it over to the...

Railroad. _
17
. A
Uh-huh. And what kind, what would they put on, what kind of cars
would they put it on the railroad?

A boxcar.

A boxca{)and what kind of engine did they have on the train? _ )
This material meay bé
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+hese
NC: Well, just ¥ locomotiveS way back yoncer.

sp: Uh-huh and what'd they look like, you remember or not?
NC: Huh?
f sP: What'd they look like?
l NC: Well just, ypu saw a, like passenger trains.
SP: Hm,mm. How many, do you remember how many drive wheels they had
| on them or not?
NC: No. I don't.
SP: Were they very big or...
NC: Oh yes, big.
SP: Uh-huh.
NC: They'd carry maybe a...

Taﬁ@?’b)

END quleE 1
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NC: And they'd have to gqum them to make new teeth. And a, and theyk

frrestatotmre them jngin+eu This, a, most time now they're
; B i
all 1nserted-\\\

~————

e ra——

tooth saﬁ]
. Spr—Tmr—hT. i

‘ -
n;éggg;’buy your collars and vour teeth and all.

s . e ——ee

o~
- (37448 dilil e

DB: mm—irmm. I see.

DB: You call it insert tooth? I've heard (o
NC: Inserted.
SP: Yeah. Now, you had a lot of sawdust and stuff from sawing.
Did they ever do anything with that or not? oOr just pile it
/‘up\and leave ig)or what?
NC:\ “3\11\st leave it.
SPQ Did it ever catch on fire or anything?

NC. Yeah.

e ——

SP: Did they ever try to put it out?

NC: No if there wasn't nothing around it'd hurt they wouldn't...

SP: Let it go.

NC: You couldn't put it out £{t'ga just be fire® 7

DB: Were there ever any big fires around here in the?...

NC: Yeah, lots of times the woods. Way back in the wood burn over
every year. (2}’ But they got a, passed a law that a, it'd be
q8, it's a....They had a fine. They cathq ya, if you set the

wWoods on fire. NOTICE
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Was there any big fires like, any special year that you
remember a big fire?

No, when they burn lem off every year, let 'em burn off, lots
of people wanted them burned off. f?brfjthey, to use as

pasture....

Crop land or pasture?

Pasture.

R .

And then bring more grass up, you Know.

You say pasture. What kind of animals would they pasture out?
Well, they'd, mostly cattle.

Cattle.

And a, an old gentleman used to live right up here and he had
a bunch of sheep, he kept out in4%ﬁeep%’gésture for them.

Lot a, they used a rail fences way back then.

DB: What kind of cattle {do—er did}People have around here? What
species?
NC: Well they just mixed. They'd um, Jerseys.
DB: mm hmm.
NC: Just, they just old/ﬁ§crubf/;ow. Just}/bg)just cow, you see.
Just, people didn't care about up, breeding 'em and a getting
a (uw»%%ellijib/c) L7
O&. vmm hmwe H3
SP: Then they had,Athey had Jerseys they were dairy cow, milk cattle
weren't they?
NC: mm, hmm.
SP: And did every family usually have one or not?
NC: Most of 'em. i This ,,:g;;,rggb.
“SPr—tfr=huir: MDAH  rorecrea by copyrign
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DB: How many hogs would a family have?

NC: Well it'd just depend. This old maniMoore} up here a, every
winter he'd take his, what they call to the hill, %&ight}"
acreﬁjandzs he just let them run out and he'd go to feed
'em a little every day or two, you know.

SP: Uh-huh.

NC: And you could hear him calling them hogs a long way.

DBT I=ugh.

en
SP:Yﬁ° was, did they butcher hogs?

NC: Yeah.

SP: When was the best time to do that?

NC: November 's the best time.

SP: Whyf Why November?

NC: Well, it's a generally um, better weather, I mean.
CC: Good QEnd?/ary...cold.

NC: Dry-cold, you know...

CC: What they used to say.

SP: Uh-huh.

DB: Not as many flies.

NC: No, no. Well they's have a warm spell they'd put a-%§ﬁoke+//

in the smokehouse.

CC: People had a, had a idea of using hickory tree bark, hickory [

limbs for hickory smokes what they wanted. .. 
NOTICEN " ' |
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NC: I never did like that smoke myself.

SP: Do you remember how they used to dress out hogs? Did vou
ever do that or not?

NC: Oh yeah, I've dressed so many....

; SP: Did you used to ever cure them with salt?

NC: Mm hmm.

SP: And why would you use salt?

NC: Well it'd dry the meat out. Dry all the blood and everything

,fSﬁt of theréTf/

SP: Uh-huh. And then they used to hang them up?

NC: Yeah, a, yeagjafter they'd cured, they'd a sack the hams

{ keep the , we called themcégzg;} a, #Ereepersf’out of it.

| SP: Uh-huh.

NC: And a, and the, where there was no joint they wasn't hardly
S$tiothing$¥ bother there. They just hang it up.

SP: Uh-huh. And h&&{ong did it hang before it was?

NC: Well, G ¥idlandor mainlyy they just let 'em hang 'til
they used them up, you know, ffheytd}’just go in cut a
slab off.

SP: Uh-huh.

NC: And the hams ;they'd sack them and a, a,%theny the flies wouldn'+
get to them.

SP+—Yeah,

Ve :—Beores

)

NC: Boy that was good old meat when it got about a year old. OQ)
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Uh-huh. Did they ever use pork skin for anything)or did they
throw that away ,or not?
Most times throw it awaxjor make soap-grease out of it.
Uh-huh.
Now did a any.of the white folks eat chittlings or was that
just black folks eat those?
Well they, a, I never did know of ne white through this country
to eat 'em. But a they do now. They go over to the restaurant
and get a, order ‘'em ouE)but I'll never eat any.
Mm hmm. . _ ;
These niggers live down Adams' place, they get them, they have
to kill €&} hog. And they take everyone §E§G§§§i/
Uh-huh.
They said ?
Mm hmm.
What other, what, what all parts of the hog would you use
now? You take the hams and the bacons and, and what else?
And shoulders.
Shoulder.
And...
Ribs, liver and lights, backbone, (laughs)...
Good...
Brain, lot of people eat the brain.
Brain?
howneg,
-..But we never did save 4£eme} of ours ourselves. But everybody, |l
nearly,eat 'em but us... ol

T NOTICE\ ™"
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SP: Uh-huh. : :.

NC: I's, I don't know I've always been pretty, I don't know what'd
you cali itsse

cCs Unlvtt“lLd{’I.gl‘b[e) - .

NC: Particular about my eating.

SP: (Laughs) you and me too.
Lt (Talks Ivv) bQij\’au.hJ.-un;n‘f‘tl‘)Sllb’e>

NC: Well I, I don't...

CC: Why don't you all come on and talk in here:zhey're getting
hungry. They didn't have no um, breakfast, dinner.

NC: A, I didn't care about a ribs or backbones. (Interruption) (took off)
(running) (but) you could see part of ‘em.

DB: What was it like working in a cotton gin? What kind of work did
you do?

NC: Well, a, the cotton, a, they drove it up on the scales, wagon
and all, the truc%;?ﬁ%até&efo And they weigq?d it and then a, -
it was Pqued¢ 2 of £ by suction)andAQent up in the gin. :
Went through the cleaners and a, if it was damp, wet cotton it'd
go through the drjer and a, well, most all of it went through

the dryer ,but they wouldn't have the heat turned up high enough,

too high. Then it went around, this gin here just had three

; b

heads, gin heads and they would, go up through all these cleaners
and everything and it'd come : back and go through the gin heads
and the seedSwas took out. Then it went up, back in and through

ale box
the condenser into the, in the press, press%hung%ﬂ-éaﬁébex; you g

e i e

might call it. Then when it, it was ginned, this double-press !

a, they'd turn the press, you know_ and tie that cotton out with
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What kind of ties did they use?

They would be a, a steel I guess you'd call it. And then they

had a bag-ﬁénd%( put on it. And a, roll it out from, from

there, out of the press. The press would open up, you know,

and a, and a; two big doors on the sidg)and they'd open down

and a, on the backéide they would but the other side they, just

a, 4oh{7had a door, it just swang back. And then a, oh)I believe
it's later when they, thez)both doors swung back and you'd tie

that out, puffthé:ties,;ff%% it had five ties, I believe, on it

and theny 4it'd}“push ‘'em through>and then back through and
there's,tie it ouE)and then you lift the press up and then the
_éggi would role out, you know. And they'd put the bag in the back,
hang it in there 2 before. he'd close the doors, then he'd
close the doors up and then he's ready for another-égéé. And you'd
roll the bd?bgof cotton out, Vbighed 1ts And then a the weight was
carried into the office. And a I'd give the man, you know, take

his seed cotton from his,&iint?/ﬁeight of his bail and then g#that's}
amount of seed he had in that bgzg)yOQ§noy)and they paid him

so much a hundred for the seed.

Did you say the seed, they'd get paid for the ginning?

Yeah. They, they paid, take pay out of it, seed for the ginning.

There's a usually enough seed to pay for the ginning?
Yeah, most time ' it was.
Do you ever remember when there wasn't?
Well,sometimes a, it might not but most time it would.
Uh-huh. Do you remember back in the old days before they had
i NOTICE
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Mm hmm. . :.

How'd they used to get it upstairs in the gin?

Well they, in baskets.

In baskets.

Mm hmm.

Carry it up in baskets. Do you ever remember them having to use

their feet to press the cotton down?

No,not in the gig)they never did. Oh yeah, I think, they'd get

in there and tromple, if they wanted to, but a...My grandaddy
Waddfe

up there at 4th%%ei)he had a gin and my Daddy worked at it

a whole loE)and a, in them days,they had a, they just wanted

gin, they had a, a feller had to feed the first one that they

had and, then it goes to the press. Then they'd a, raise the

7 PRy R e
B s B L e

press, you know, up and put the cotton iq)then let the press

back down and pack it for the press)then it'd come back up

Sl e gl E

and they'd put more in.

I see.

EESRIPO S

Qlors 'U"r/'/\)
And my Daddy worked nearly every #Ffall}¥ at the gin <(ether)

my Grandaddy.
How old were you when they got the suction devices in?

Ohy I guess I was eighteen or K%wenty%’&ears. I can remember the

Yoy NOTICE'
old, old gin my Grandaddy had up there.” They had two gin heads This material may be |

or od! by copyright
when we worked 'cause(ZWn#H@mh) ? and they used pitch forks : .SAhmmg

AtakingfF it there. Them old 63£¥é%§£§&) = my grandaddy |,
‘ MDAH

put in there. The seed fell down behind and you had to take a
Inta H
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NC: they, and they had a,_iﬁeaasf/;retty high up)and they had -
' r bale
big, fat (an+ahsw/c) # bait the cotton out on thaF)
and they put {'em there*f Most of 'em, they'd pick up the cottog)

maybe, they'd wait and get it, carry it home and they'd carry it

[V ]

to (Boonville) or(BEigg;gi a, Belmont, anywherg)and sell it
and a...

DB: Where did they have gin hcw&oLf F the o0ld days? What towns
had gins?

NC: Well, Belmont, I believe . -:-::% Dennis had one, Tishomingo,
Red Baz)and there's one'§ut in at Golden one timé)but q,u*fellery/
%étt:fﬁatterson?;here at Belmont bought out the ginv%ﬁhen he wasf/
in town. Golden, they moved down to Belmont.

DB: They had two gins at Belmont...

NC: Mm hmm.

DB: at one time.

NC: Hmm.

DB: And there aren't any gins around here anymore are there?

NC: No, thaer=—= I think you have to go to Cherokee to
get 'em, é;ii gin now, maybe, thatk about the closest. I imagine
they got one at Corinth, maybe, I don't know that they have.

SP: Mm hmm. '

DB: How 'did you get paid when you worked at the gin?

NC: So much a day.

DB: How much did that come out to when you started?

NC: we11, a, it varied to 2/how much time you got in. £

you had to worked.overtime as L Jdil 7 Aow Sa‘f iore. I believe
- NOTICE
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NC: I ever got Mn;n"‘e//;j;/a/e).?‘-/
Unid: Mm hmm.

NC: And that's from early to late....#IF had to work, He'd a
have to put on a night crew and,um, &~ Aalways
wanted me to work on the night crew,and I had to work twenty-
four hours. Worked through the day shift and then go on through
the night shift and you get sleepy (laughter), a4/

DB: A1 imaginéf{

NC: Before we put on a night crew we stayed umﬁﬁaﬂgék) Zwe
caught up,then we'd comé home, I would. Then get up, get back
up there was six o'clock.

DB: When you put the cotton into the heads did they have brushes
inside that would separate theflint}” from the...

NC: Yeah, they knocked, knocked that a, brushes knocked it off the
Xéawsf/in there. Run through there and it'd knock the cotton off
the saw and the suction in there%ﬂouldfgick it up and carry it
back up in a pipe and back over through the condenser and then a,
a, in,i%of/the ngg boX.sa s |

DB: If you had your Qﬁalot ,E/Mould you father work in a cotton
gin or out in the woods cutting, cutting timber?

NC: Well, if it wasnt the hours wasn't so long I'd rather work in
the cotton gin. See if you, if you get two good hands, you
could tie-bg;grthe cotton out in a very few minutes. Then you'd

' ; bale baoles
be done 'til there's another ah, bai¥ come on. 'Bout three bails
an hour's about what the average, a, this gin run with three
gin heads.

. | NOTICE) ~
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NC: On the gin head, yeah. Would, a, when I'd go on a night shift I

generally have to go on the heads up there. Feed those.XéllT/up

and then, when‘X{heyf/run and got all that cotton out you'd raise

the heads then they'd turn the press and we'd just, as soon as

they got the press turned,we'd start it right back_}éhenf( Let

the heads down on it,{éo inY/the gin.

SP: Mm hmm.

DB: How many other people did it take to operate the cotton

gin?

w
NC: Well, there's about five of us,a, in the gin house; N@en it got

really crowded but a...

DB: So you had two on the gin heads what did the other three do?

uhloadllu.- +he wagm,
=~ =¥ and feeding it,

NC: Well, they, they'd a, one of 'em

+he cotton, off. And be four in the housg)and then sometime you'd

put five in the house,but the last feller at & Patterson sold

out,AXEourse#/his health got bad on him. And a,they, he wouldtsss)"

work with three men in the house. I worked a little for him and

#’so I didn't like .it. It's too hard. You had to

feed the (overflow) and keep the

ties

all,a, you had to

put your buckles on the, on the ties and then you (ratted) them

and a, and '(ﬁn)roll your bag: and spread it out and have it

ready and then ié&just too much for three men in there. Patterson,

I liked to work for him. He, he didn'p}/try to work you to death.

You tell him you need another hand and a he'd put him in there Xﬁhd

you'd get it?{:..

SP: 'Bout when did the cotton play out around here? When did people

stop growing cotton?

NC: Ah,ten, fifteen year ago ... £

MDAH
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And why, why'd they stop ? Do you know?

Well they'd just,fﬁick%f/the expense to it and a, labor. You

couldn't get nobody to pick and there wasn't many cotton pickers

around at that time.

Mm hmm.

And a, I‘}/dbn't-knOW'whgther they just got on(ﬂnbﬁemle) ¥ and a,

one man could work %a wee%ff?’(;nkﬁydywc) bbeans{}and then they'dqd

have their own a, a combine you know.

Mm hmm.

And a, it'géust cost more money to it.’

Mm hmm. :

And the insects got bad and the bole weenl 3§g£;ﬂ the cotton a whole

lot. And <(,m.:4+¢lh§;£fc.)? it, it'Sjust lots of expenses to it.

Yeah.

Back in the old day§)when they grew cottoq)did they ever do crop

rotation?

Yes, uh-huh. Some places...

How did they do that?

Well, maybe just a, plant cotton in certain patch one year

and next year put in corq)thenLX€tart back¥,

Mm hmm. |

But a, they had a, Some good land they ought to,%iet ‘emfg

rotate. |

Did they ever £’have to, ever have to fertilize cotton much or

not?2 I
NOTICE '
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Well, no, a, they used it about ever since I can remember anything
about it.

Mm hmm.

They didn't put too much.... but they got up,XéraduallyTjthey

used a lot of fertilizeg)and make it a lot more.... I raised,

out here in the (flash) back here, I raised a #ittle-overy a

hggf. That'sY¥morefover a g%ii to the acre.

Mm hmm.

Xﬁlmostf/ény of 'em make a b%g%‘to the acre but a, this Aout hereZ’
we had ... . - % We saved the barnyard fertilizer, put

it out. And a.... 2 o ‘qﬁ/: make cotton. And then there's

some years, it a lot better than it was the others. |

Back in the o0ld days how much did they used to get per acre? Cotton?
Weli, I was out, when I was §3¥‘growing up about, I'd get it less
than a, half bﬁﬁ% - an acre. They just didn't fertilize it Eche s « &
Hmm. .

My Daddy never did raise too much cotton.

What kinds of insects and ofher™ 2AStuffy eat off cotton?

Well, bole weevil was the worst thing. And they had what youméalled
a hopper.

Isn't it,/like a grasshopper?

A, similar to that. And they, they was pretty bad on it. You had to
Poison it,,&éfter 'eﬂff I remember when there was no bole weevil
in.fﬁeréff/But a, when they got in here they ate up a lot of
cotton.

When did they come? How old-were you when..you remember?

Ah, I guess I was ten or twelve year old. NOT'CE
S D H "n material may be
. . 34 A so 2cted by copyright
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NC: Well.... they was, they wasn't very large. They had a, round back ;
kind g)and a, brown,and they had a bill where they done their
puncturing thereifg....thev're square, had a round bill, and
they'd lay a egg in there,and it'd fall off theref:and then
the bole weevil come out of that after it fall ofﬁ)or it might
come out before it fall off....things were bad..Xéhey had wings
or somethingf{

SP: Were they native to this country or were they brought in from
somewhere else once?

NC: They ?ﬁereT/brought i”n from Texas.

DB: Oh!

SP: ‘oh!

NC: Mm hmm. Immigrated, I reckon from Texas ... \:::Effjust. Little
by little.

SP: Yeah.

DB: Was there ever any diseases of the pines?

Well...

‘52'.-..

BXE

Not too bad. 'Bout the only thing that'd bother that is a, a,
'\ arouhoL

if a tree got llghtln struck or somethlng 'in a certain time of

the year, didn't die and a, and get the, a, insects ... >
. 8 Q..l' S i /‘ﬂLt

SP: Did you ever get {gauls) or anything on 'em)or any kind of (b¥oed)

or anything?

NOTICE
NC: Well some spots are black. M DAH Thif n:a;erbial may‘b;t
. protected by copyrig
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would :
NC: But they, you used..certain kind of fertilizeg)andvhelp that. il

SP: Uh-huh....

DB: Back in the old days when you were a boy um, do6 you ever remember
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your Mama making ash cakes in the fire?

2 IQC:.
Yeal cooking on the fire“(pipes}. They have a oven they bake
bread in.

Wwhat'd they call that oven? Remember?

lm...

DB : ADid thef?/have a name for it?

NC:

CC:

DB:

NC:

SP:
NC:
DB:
NC:
SP:
CC:
NC:

LC3.

NC:

DB
NC:
DB:

NC:

Clara, what'd they'd call them a, where they used to bake bread

in the fireplace?

Well they just called it the ovens. Them old, big, deep ovens with
legs on ‘em.

Called it Dutch Oven ever?

Yeah, bu«t #2/that was%n't¥ a Dutch Oven, but they had legs about
so long on it.(ges-Fw"l:S)

Mm hmm.

Then they had a solid 1id with a top.

Uh-huh.

liad a place on tog)usually.X'oker usesd o raise your topf<

Did you ever hear 'em called a spider?

(Laugh)

No I never did. Don't remember.

What were the kinds of food did you used to eat bcack in those
days?

Well just, peas and what, whatever they could raise. Had collards,

turnip salads.

Is that what they call a poke salad? NOTICE
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little patch sowed out there now.

Uh-huh.

And a...

Mrs. Caveness, did you ever make ash cakes?

What?

Did you ever make ash cakes?

Don't reckon I know what it means.

That's where you used to take corn meal and mix it up and then put
it directly in the coalg)and then it would get like a, get like
charcoal on the top of it}and then it would cook in there and then
you'd just beat off the charcoal off the top of it.

No, no...

No, I never did do that but a, I haﬁe a, well we have %ourselves¥ 2~

APlace it thefgﬁust place it therez/kight over here.

SP:

CC:

Unid.

CC:

DB

Okay.

We have a, you know, a, would do our'taters, I mean, sweet'potaters

like that.

(sigh)

ACan't stand that fly) um, we'd a, I remember we would be a,

raking leaves in the, here in the yard, and we'd a put

sweet potaters in there and rake your leaves and‘burn.énd then

when the a, fire would get out or we thought they had enough

burning we'd roll the potaters out and um, peel that off, peeling,

and they was real good +o 2/us AkidsT £ They would

be really Aariz 2/ on through)but they'd be soft way around ,

and eat that.And then;ﬁ‘middle was kind of firm but it's, it

wasn't don?)but it was good. We'd eat that way anyway. NOT!CE\ ‘
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Well I think a only way we ever had, they had a cellé{) they
called iﬁ)under the floor here, §aiee fhe plank here at the
fireplace and go down in the c.ellar and pick up a bucket of
sweet potaters and set 'em up here on the floor. And then
they'd take fem and wash 'em and bake 'em in the oven or stove
whichCever one they aimed to bake 'em ig)you know. Sometimes it'd
be in that old oven sitting on the fireplace and sometimes it'd,
they'd have, they put 'em in the stove#bake...
You talk: about good cornbread, that was, put them on the oven
and place them on the fire, I mean, have it up close to your
andﬁmnx) #—==xxmns and that was good. They'd put fire under it
and #it'd cover 1id} or coals, you know, whatever, ., ,Q/End'
that was really good. And I don't know whether you all ever eat
any, whatﬁgg%gcall shortnin' bread or not, have ya?

Cracklin' bread...

Mm hmm.
(una;awlq(l.j;élc) Q/X{:akes?f
Yeah . B
We called it cracklin' so... -
I love cracklin' bread.
Long time ago.
Thats what we call leather britches.
Mm hmm. NOTICE
his material may be
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Mn hmm.
Well I've heard that but I, I reckon that was Rfrom%/;hortnin' bread,
wasn't it?

Well, the leather britches were the beans, ﬁged to take the beans
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and leave 'em in the ggé:and string 'em up on thread and gﬁgné them. :.|

Yeah. .

20

And then they get all brown and shriveled up,“then you take 'em

down and soak them overnight like (===®f¥ you do with regular e

dried beans. }

Mm hmm.

And then cook 'em with ham and have that &m§ cracklin' bread.

(Laugh) .

You mean you dry it, you, you would hang up these....beans...

Hang up, just like a whole green bean.

Mm hmm. ;

You just string 'em on a piece of thread and hang it up, like in H

the rafters.%ét Jem dry in the g;§7and they'd get all brown and

shriveled up. Then yod?ust take 'em down and separate 'em and soak

'em overnight and cook 'em with ham, i

Oh, well I, I never seen any cooked like that.

Well, how do you make the cracklin' bread?

Well a, I guess he can tell ya better about that than I can(laughs).

Well give me your recipe let's see if you make it the same way.

Well, a now, what, now I don't like cracklin' bread. I never did.

And I don't yet. But a, course back when everybody killed their

hogs um, they would save their cracklins' and what was, a, they

didn't wggﬁzzifool with making bread. Now a lot of people grind

'em ug)but most of my brothers and sisters and mother and them

that did like iﬁ)wel%)they just a, take this whole cracklin', you I

know, just like you {rendered”your lard and um, they didn't cut '

the skin. They'd pick . out chunks, it was a, didn't have no NOTICE
: This material may be 5
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Mm hmm.

And they'd just throw them big old chunks in the‘Xﬁealf/;nd a, stir
it ug)and put if in the skillets and cook it and just be big old
gobs, so big sticking all over that bread. Well now that's the way
they liked it.

Mm hmm.

Just like that,but I never did like it. I didn't never like cracklin'
bread, Did you-ﬁggi?

Yeah I likedit.

Well, I never did.

(Laughs)

Ah...

Hmm I

w

My Daddy , 2 he, he (;hM#cijk> ‘}Vtook, maybe
when theyk%funning4/out the lard, they'd put the skins separatg)

and then... |

Then you just...

take sausage, put it in the sausage mill and 2£henf/grind it up. And
that was good.

Now, didn't none of my brothers, they, they didn't want it ground...

Well, there's lots....

They wanted them chunks of meat. J;l’(
)
Co
Lots of people wanted that meat in it.‘eéggé I never did like them
cracklin' . ) NOTICE
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Did you ever eat any cracklin' bread? 1ﬁ{)/\f{ protectsd by copyright

Cxu:.n'fe///;g:é/:)- —
#Well}; I don't think we, I did have some cracklin' in the deep

freeze. Seem like I give it to somebody here while back. I‘%knOWf/

lay (Title 17 U.S. Codej.

|



H;nn-.-----------1;;II1z;%;E1;zTlllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.’

Tape 2 Side 2

CC: we wouldn't eat 'em)but I saved 'em and I thought somebody diéjand I ..
think I give 'em to some of the kids herelxéhhile back¥ ..
SP: Do people down here eat pigsfeet at al%)o%é?t?
CC: Well...
SP:,fDO$f.. -
CC: A lot of people likes pigfeet. I've never tasted one myself. (Laughs)
But I do hear a lot of people talk about them.
Jnid: I love.
Unid: I love it.
CC: And then they just can't get enough of a hog jowl' and black-eyed
peas. New Year'g) I believé%)when they cook them.
SP: Right.
DB: You were telling me the other day that they used to make piles out

in the yard with straw and dirg)and did they put turnips in there

or potatoes or something?

CC: Yeah. Um, @m,hff//’s;‘;/c) 2 here, R
Last, two, three years ago she had /ofs o# ,ﬁlturnips over
here. 2 she told me one day(;n4+mﬁ§2k) 52/
turnips (;“Ark”g;b@) here}{and he says, 'if ya'all want
any' he said, ' go out there and get 'em'. Well, we didn't want
'em. We had 'em up here in garden. 250, one
evening he was over here (H@¥@SJ 2 -and he brought us.'

END OF TAPE b, S/de 2
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