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Right, okay.

I have written questions down here and I don't know which are

pertinent and which are not.

You know) you might begin by just going through that to just sort
~

of warm up and ask a few of those questions.

'/Okay, I don't know whether to call you Gordon or Slater or ...

Why don't we just call me Slater.

OkayJthat sounds good. In Moreau's notes of June 11, 1934)he
h ~

mentions a young man by the name of Everett ~Richardson. Who was

he and where did he live?

It seems to me, I don't know, as I recall we did not ever work

together, as I recall. I think that what happened vthat Richardson
--Bl!fl ~:~ 0-1\0\. ~.fibi

left at the same time that I came in ~ fill~cJ.thatslot That's~ ;.

my thinking. Wasn't that the time that I came up on that motor-

cycle?

I think that that is probably true because there is all that

material on Plymouth that is recorded by Richardson in that year

as well. He presumably went on to that WPA job and you came in

and took his place.

I believe that is how that came about: I really never had any

direct contact with him; that ..1 know of.

All right, I don't know whether this is of any importance or not) 0- ~
II t. ,3\ tn~'/

but I was curious, on J;fne the 13th) you left Jackson and started ~d ~'tJ)' COP,/Ogh
" pfOter.te S c.oOe

" (1 It" 7 ..
out for West Point and you paused in Philadelphis and then came'

on up through Noxapater, Lewisville and then clear over to
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Ackerman and then Sta)~ille. Was this the only highway? Or was

it the only good highway?

Maybe it was the only one that I knew at the time. Possibly it

was the better route.

Well, it seems like an extremely round about way, but then there

is no easy way to Jackson today. Let's see here, you went on to

the John T. Broggan Place. Do we need to talk about that?

If you wish. Go ahead.

It seems like some other time might be better for that because it

is an important site in itself and I would like to learn more

about it because it is an interesting mound sitting over there.

Now where is this?

That's the one sitting over south of West Point, the West Point

Mound.

Is that the one that we were involved in with the WPA?

Yes.

Time has just sort of •••

When I first saw it, I said that's a i'1oodlandmound. How can it

be a Chicksaw burial moundi) but you know I was from Missouri and

since then I have noticed all through here up the Tombigbee Basin

you do find nice Woodland mounds on ~elatively high, somewhat

broad extensive second 't.errace s, There is one south and east of
NOTI

rt>is (l,(1terlsl may b
·v "e'" '1y copvrllJh

h h ld f h d ,I r U. S.COOfi.T at seems to 0 true 0 t e moun s

Amory. It's a huge mound, but it is the same kind of conical
rnou.nc:t.

shape that we have there.
{\

eLlon/[
over here -ca. <'theYazoo Hill as well.

l!.ollic.aJ
terraces, big cini£al mounds.

They are on the broad secon:\t1DAH
ht.\pl~

We had thirty-five WPA~S at the time that we were working

I
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on there. That was the only time that we weren't on the end

of the shovel.

You were writing then?

That's right I was called a supervisor.
:..JV~~

i-uf. . c-'"
Yes, I know, I noticed somewhere in here it,~aid you had five FERA

,. I'

workers and then some other day a couple of days later)why;they

had- here's six;and someplaoe:they said there were a huge number-
"I don't recall quite how many there were.

What are the dates that you are talking about right now?

About June 18, 1934, this is the J.T. Broggan

a skull that was found, about seven feet from

recall in this mound if there were any evidences of log tombs,

log lined tombs?

No.
~hlA.ry .•

This would not be like the ~ Mound?

Not that I recall.

That would be kind of interesting to see if •••

Moreau was the one who was diagraming that thing and setting it

off in five foot cubes, but I don't recall having seen anything

like that.

Moreau might be a good one to corner for something like this too.

I'm sure that he would, he really would.
3ci'

We've them going up then in July, about the middle of July to
/I

NOTICe
This materiel mllV M
protecteo bv t;opyrh;!1t

1&'1\'ITlt" • -, u..~, "',
Lyon's Bluff and being told the old story about the Chickasaws

and the Choctaws wiping out the Chocchuma on the site.
Hv).J-

Well, I want to saytthat thinking and that leigend particularly
MDAH
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still lives very strongly here in this community.

I thought •••

That's what we talked about on the way up here.

We talked about that coming down here.

Okay) what page is that?

We are on page 10 (Chambe~ Journal J.
f.. ~~o\.';J"- \-h'-. V A

Let's see)oh,yes,~Ygot -t.Q, Sca l.es ,' meeting)I guess that's W.W.
) /I I>

"He was a collector who
{<t3'i

here in Starkville and died during the time between ~- and

Scales, do you recall meeting him? lived
1'135
~.

We have the Scales Collection here in this building.

I remember that name)and I do know that we made several trips
/I

in here.
c.

We would like very much to know what sites that Scal~~collected off o~·

~ Now, some of the material in either his or the Chapman
1\

Collections are not east Mississippi, but the vast majority of the

collections are 6"cterist~what we find here in east

Mississipp~ ~o we think they are local collection~ ~ncluding

this red jasper bead that wewer,e just looking at. There is a

man from West Point ~whO has another bead in which the eyes

are made very much like this one. I kind of think that that

is a local bead, a local find out of ,the Scales Collection.

I wish that I had brought that frame with me. Of course) that is
1\

out of this area.

Okay, Friday July the 13th you set up your camp under a tree

on the village site.
NOTice

This material may he
protected bv CQP\'rlght

, itle 17lJ.:'. r, ·'Al.tree,It seems to me) if
II

I'm not positive.

I'm not mistakenjthat was a walnut
A If,
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It wouldn't have been a pecan tree sitting out in the middle?

Well, maybe it was right out in the middle, but it wasn't too

too far off.

I think that we've got the trees right here and the camp site

right here marked on drawing #1 from 1934.

I would say it was about)maybe a hundred yards from where we
J.. 6\AJ

were working on that mound back ~~ here somewhere. I don't know

what the scale is on this. Wht.J's +-h~ su-l~~

Well, it is just a quick sketch map. I think that you will
+ha-t-

find it interesting the tree is still there. I'm certain that's
f\

the tree and it is a beautiful tree.

How about the cedar tree on top of the mound? Is it still there?

It is not there, but the roots are still in place. We can

zero in within)I would say probably)three feet from your points
~ A

of measurement, perhaps even closer.

That's definitely based upon the cedar tree, the curves in one

of these drawings. It shows the stump of the cedar tree. Yes,
A
,~(.l-

this is drawing #9.

Yes, it's a little on the south side of the mound, a little south

of dead center of the mound. That's correct.

This is drawing #9. It shows the ce~ar tree root and everything

as related to this.
..,r----

Okay, I think that there are still :~emnan~of this pit in

the top of the mound. NOTICE
This matenal may be

• t u. by copyright
law (Title 17 U. S. Code).

I was going to ask you that. Did you all try to excavate

mound? MDAH
I felt that that wasNo, we have not dug in the mound at all.

I
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too big of a task.

Because we never did get to undisturbed soil. The mound appeared

to me to be about eight to nine foot. We went down as I remember

almost fourteen, fifteen foot and we never yet got to undisturbed

soil.

Well, that mound is not nearly that high.

I know it's not. We continually ran into ashes or carbon or some-

thing like that.
--~--"\

The first season that we dug on the site we did dig ~~it

on the south side of the mound beyond the toe of the mound and
thv'\.t

we found around four and a half feet of fill,.-

It would be the same situation as at Fatherland where you hLU:L a: 10+ of ["i-tRa....

have a l~t of settrt~ material on top of the site, making the

mound seem lower ~before.

They were apparently deliberately filling around the mound to

level that plaza area and make it wide and broad before it

dropped off. I think that they are deliberately filling in here

around the sides of the mound. This is interesting if you

are finding, you know,if the mound has actually been filled
"in around.

There were layers of fired clay.

That mound was built pretty early then when the site was there.

It is not a late mound. It's an early feature of the site

I would think.

then, OTtCE
Th s" material may b

protected bY coPVngh )
law (Tl~161 7 U.S. Code

after
5kvtl Cl.flJ'L

I was noting here, you~ talk about

you make camp fuere
f,

making camp and
of

was the appearance sherds with
I

the day

nail imprints such as you have down there [at
fl

these thumb ~ADA H
a~Oining )able Je

1\

I
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You might want to walk down there and have a look. They are

in fact similar. You can just hold on to the cord and you can

go right where it is.

Yes.

Wait a minute.

Okay?

All right, let me use my long arm. Is this the sort of stuff?

This is what we call Parkin Punctated, but we have several

varieties here.

Let me hold this for you.

Okay, that verifies that without too much trouble.

Here it is Parkin Punctated with the notched end.

Okay.

This is the point where you had your famous wisdom tooth

extracted.

Do you remember anything about Dr. Noggle?

No, I don't, but did you know him?

No, sir I've never met him, but I think that we are going to this

afternoon.

I had even forgotten his name.

Rufus Ward from West Point is going to bring him over or is going

to try to bring him over.

This is your life!

How about that!
NOTice

Well, don't tell him wha t I said about th is material may be
protected by copyright
''lWCTitle n~ •aftermath.

I think that pain is the usual thing with a wisdom tooth extraction.
(j.y,D

I believe that Dr. Noggle said that he had a skull ~hat you fellows
~

I
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had given him and he was go Lng to try very hard to locate it.
a..nO- hI- is f.joit-.'a .fo \oRL"'2 it b'( ,

He closed his office out about six years ago)~ Well, we'll have

to wait and see on that. Were there any other questions on

that page?

Well, I was going to ask there is one thing that we have been

trying to track down and have really failed to do. Now) we all
;.

know because it is always mentioned in the notes that Moreau

wrote regular reports to Dr. Rowland, but we can '·tfind them.

Have you ever asked Moreau about them?

We have. I think that it was asked in his oral history interview,

and he was just under the impression that they should be in

our files.

Well, they should have been.

We found a few things that look like fragments of them and certainly

there are letters ext~t from Dr. Rowland in which he $ites details

of your work that he only could have gotten from those reports,

but we have not been able to track them down.
hCt-s I:H.Ln

Well, something~misplaced between there because he was very

meticulous about it. That is one thing that Moreau really
SUlRy onE. of

kept up with, ~~the pictures and every time

he made a diagram before we were able to move

we had anythingG)
{I

anyj{thing in the

excavation, and made detailed notes on it. It was my under-

standing that those went into Dr. Rowland.

Apart from this material here, which of course is extremely meticulous,
~

the notes that were taken on the burial ~ actually on the draw-

ings are very very thorough and of course the photographs, the

ones that I had given you examples of, ..the
n

originals- he always
{\

5~·1-
H
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wrote everything on the back. The record is complete as far as

it goes, but I think that we are just going to have to do a

heavy search in the Archives and see ifI we can't turn up his

weekly reports.

I think so too.

I hope that they show up.

I certainly hope so.

Do you have any certain area that those are supposeito be in?

They should be in one given record group. That is the record

group which is that one that pertains to the Department of Archives
)and History, but whether they are in fact among Dr. Rowlands
f\

correspondence or whether they are filed in another file is hard

to say. We are just going to have to look very hard.
ybu- i\a..v~

Has anJbo~~looked in the private manuscripts?

Yes.

This sort of reminds me now ...

Is this drawing #3?

Yes •

.•• that we felt like there was a child buried with one of these)
1\

if I remember correctly.

That is that second skull.

When I saw that that sort of broke that barrier.

I told you you would remember.

NOTICE
This material may be

1...0.< A' V copvr;qhtWell, I would say he is probably correct in that respect ue d
law (Title 17 U. 5. Connl.

we found several cases where we suspected some kind of retainr [)J\~

I had forgotten that, ~ +V~n~~R

burial, something on that order.
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These are burials #2 and #} in Pit #5. The photographs are on

page 5 of this little container of photographs.

Pit 5, but I don't see that second skull unless that might be

it at that point right there. Could that be it, that little

darker portion?

That might be it and it didn't turn up. I'm just trying to

figure out what direction these were taken from.

And this is Pit #5.

These are original photograph being refered to that Mr. Gordon

brought along?

Yes, these are some that I had.

Yes, I can't quite place these burials with that one photo-

graph here though.

Wait a minute turn it upside down.

It might be a completely different picture.

Is there a date?
14 ?,£';

Oh)this is ~ the next year.
f\

Oh)this is the following year.
1\

July question mark 1935.

These don't quite match,you see.
tif3't !l

~ that you had
}

Now,I see here in this other photograph on this page, August
It

11, 1934, Pit #5 burials 111 to #4 facing northwest. ••
MR.~fI.

Including photographs of your esteemed self,,, That's you.

This in August of these two burials together.

Really? / NOT'CE
Thi materIal msv b .

rotecteCl ov CQPVI?

~~W ITltlM t1AH'Yes.
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You've got these burials here as if they were in very shallow

pits.

They were. They weren't, that overlay was not over eighteen inches.

Okay, this fits very well with what we had found, particularly ~ 6ff)

more or less off to the edges of some of the house mounds. Is

very shallow pits, sometimes with as many as four individuals)
~

just rather sloppily thrown in you might say.
p\cLc..t:.cL pos"Lh6nS0

Is that right. Well, these seem to be all in ~~

Yes, these seem to be all rather nicely placed.

They were almost in a ...

Yes, in a line, )fhese burials #1 through #4.

Were there a lot of items buried with these burials.

None!

Just virtually nothing.

Virtually nothing.

Okay, that fits pretty much the pattern that we have also.

About the only thing that we found was in that I guess garbage

dump or whatever~~ ~e were just amazed that there was nothing

particular with the burials.

The oNly one~seems to have anything really outstanding
+hl 312.~G\J"

is ~ alligator skull burial.
r cLo likl "tI--.a.;f on l. (}...ncl:...

I like that on~~I like my theory on that too.

That is an interesting theory.
NOTICE

Now)these let's see, these pf.ts that you dug along the edgeirhismateflalmaybe
(\ protected Dy COOYright

law !Title 170. S. Code).of the bluff, there were little burials there}more or less
"sort of washing out ••• MDAH

You know) as I recall they really weren't pits. We just happened

"
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to see these bones poking out and we just sort of dug in

just enough to remove them. As I recall we didn't sink any
tcVD't.. of tn'<-

pits down there on the. creek bank.
(I

You just uncovered some burials?

Yes, but as I remember we didn't go to any big extent then.

What he is saying •••

It was just sort of like picking something out of a formation DR

outcrop. More or less picked out what was sticking out and

that was about it, as I recall. Our main project was up there
1\

and we had our hands full)just the two of us.
f\

What he is saying about skeletal material washing out of that

bank or being exposed along that bank)fits very closely to
/I

eyewitness accounts that I have been in contact with in regard

to the kids that started the digging in 1965 out there. Apparently
ho-vC

there were five or six burials exposed and there ~been

dozens of burials dug up down through the years along that

bluff edge.

Where was that? Down here?

Right down here.

That's right down here, that's where we were. We never did do

anything back around in here.

No, and there is a tremendous midden back in there. Now, he's \) Tl C E
!W; fT11'tllrial may be

talking about on the very east end of the site overlooking tb~ tee by copyright
la (Title 17 U.S. Code).

creek, the very eastelEn edge of the site.

Have you done anything in here?

No, sir we have not done an~ing in there. There is a small

MDAH
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