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Mes. Kitehell

I was second.
Oh, yes. So you had to come back and...

And go to work. They all got thei

r deg
except one child who died in infanQZy.

———————————————————— was going to Millsaps in

summeyr school, stud{ng to be a doctor, and he
¢ i

drowned in the lake out at.......

Livingtongerrrvr<

T2ek in Jackson.

Mes . kdehell
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JONES :

oIice Livington Park. e
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He was stud&ng_to be a doctor,
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taking summer course in French.
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How many of your brothers and sisters
remained in Greenwood?

The

None. Just one son. Rest of them have a
~

ot
[

dispersed.

That's \OWR c,‘f\(che.é.n?

= Y %= o 1) o

What?

You're talking about your children?

Brothers and sisters too....

Brothers and sisters too? So,you all are
A

just about the only Kitchell's besides Horace

Junior that are....

That's right.

Still in Greenwood. The machine shop, does

S
it still service plantation on a large scale?
fa3

yes, yes., If they need anything, if we

)

an be of service to them, well,we still
~

service them. Lot of them we have serviced



for two or three generations, and a lot of
them have their own shops now and don't need
the services of a public shop.
Mes. k(%’d\d{ | Moagk‘i- tron
woTCE Don't forget the beautiful —-————- that
Charles does.
(o
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, we do a lot of very beautiful/aA I can
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take you round over ftown, you can drive round
o lot of i
over in town, and ————-—- ie very beautiful.
.
o
People, well, they admire thewm very much.
i~

JONES : I see., How many employees does the machine

shop have?

e

KITCHELL: Well it doesn't take too many employees. I

A

other words, you can have twelve, thirteen,
fourteen skilled men and that's all you need.
You can take twelve or thirteen skilled men
and you've got all the employees that youn
actually need.

JONES : Yeg, that's true. Let me as? you this,
during the time of the depression, was the

hop hit very hard?
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can take our books and go back through the
of

vears And get a pretty idea Awhat the good

years were, and what the lean years wero.
Right.

You can alJ;ost tell exactly what a good year

was and what a lean year was.

7
What .

Tshumkng

You mean a good plamnixp vear was and was....

Yes) J'm sure you can. You must have been
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one of the lucky ones who was too young

the first yorld war and too old for the
— = =~
second?
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efore you were old enough to bhe
inducted.
Oh,yes, Aike ROTC?

A A

sixteen when the war was over.

And did you ever have any active military

service?

None whatsoever.

I was in college and had all of the training®
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Hhe extent of .

But that was sll——wr—

Don't forget you operated in two trade

schools.

Yes,
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econd world war, I operated
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two trade schools.
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terans?
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What?

Yes, for veterans. I had something over a

thousand students) #&nd they were appointed

an

to by the Department of Education as sort of

And was that your first involvement in

education?

¥

No, I been on the school board here before

then and chairman of the school board m=—@ -,

I was going to ask you that. At that time
you were chairman of the school beard right

7

aftter the war.

I was chairman of the schoel beard during the

WAY «

Yes., What were the years of your fenure as

chairman?

I don't know exactly. It was along about
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JONES : But you had said that you were chairman of

the school board here in Greenwood ....c.-.

Board of Education.

KITCHELL: That's right.

JONES : I see. Do you remember anything about how

that was received by the community?
KITCHELL: It was hard for them to believe.

JONES : Was there any federal pressure on you and

your school board to desegregate?

KITCHELL: j/WEll, of course it's been so many years

ago, and of course they begin to apply

v

pressure right away. It was done gradually.
I think it was handled about as well as it
could be handled. BRut,it's been a constantdye

~

pressure by the Negroes.
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Right straight from the very beginning, it's

been a constant pressure.

I was just thinking you would probably be in
a position as chairman of the school board to

feel both sides of t

1]

pressure, probably

+hot

more than anybody else would, I think is

b

interesting’ 4m interesting period of time,
Hhose

thae £h2 first years of the desegregation

Kitchell can answer this

question as well. Traditionally is the

attitude in Greenwood been one that was

resisting desegregation and that type of

thing? Did you all have a hard time here

during the period of desegregation?

I don't think it would be too hard. What

would you say,Lynn?
r

I really think that it was accepted as well

as could be expected. There were never any
Ricts  IHhink wrayhe
rodks. ©One or two raids was at the most we

very
ever had. I think it washwell taken care of.
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KITCHELL
We still had the problems.
Yes,
Very definite problems.
Of what sort? In the schoole?
potP= I+

No Zne teacher ﬂarticulariles still in

Sa = 78
courts.

Hhrat's

T know it'le 3+ 5 delicate issue. T was

just interested in your view point of it.

eeing

0

how you were the chairman of the

~
school committee that during that year. T+ must
have been o
I think they were trying to press the shin®
Cowk
forward at a time when we wergiqu1te ready

*%W%

I think they would have accomplished

more if they had let the &hiwk kind of taken

A
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Right.

But, they didn't. -&d%lghere's one Negro who hos
A =
<€-persistenk in beiﬁg extremely forward.

An€; I never got anywhere pushing myself

anywhere I wasn't wanted.

Well,let me ask you this. What types of
things did you all accomplish during the

years that you were chariman of the school

Well, in the first place, we built 31l of

N’
these schools that you see around here. Now,
L ~

today they couldn't be built.

Was this all with the money that came out at
the end of the second world war)flﬁr were

asos
they scheols built in the E}j&&es?

They were schools that were built along about
that time. Ada4 today those schools couldn't
be built.

Why?

Just like their own private schools, they
ﬁ
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tell them to build their own.

Yes. Wonder if Delta Machine Works will stay
in your family? Do you all have any
grandchildren who are interested in carrying

on the work there?

I don't think so.

Don't think so?

Are any of your grandchildren here in
Greenwood, living? I guess you have to.....

HORaLi_

Har®s has one son)but I don't think he's
A

interested.

What do you think will eventually happen to
the Machine Works?
Oh, T think it will be sold and parcelled

out.

And then what will happen to the lathe, T

wonder .
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I'd like to see it given to the State
Department of Archives, but it would be

tremendous for you all to move it.
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Right. It would take another Star of the

West to get it out of here.

on the tape. {[I] appreciate the lunch and

everything, having me in your house.

'

Well, I've been delighted to be.....

onhwdamd;n~

Have you been out to sl 2
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JONES . N
~
Mes . bld\d{ Vo wodl heoe o oo Haak somedimse
JOraE» You missed something. That wss—goed.
JONES : I'd like to.
KITCHELL: If you've got.....

Mes. kd-d!\el(
ForcEs

KITCHELL: If you've got time, after we've been to the
I'd be happy to take you over

machine shop,
there,

Okay. Maybe we can do it.

JONES :

END of TRPE



