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This is Daisy Greene interviewing Mrs. Beatrice
Huddleston who lives at 4387 North Harvey. The date is December
28, 1976. I usually call Mrs. Huddleston Miss Bea, so if I
say Miss Bea, transcriber, I mean ¥rs. Huddleston.

- What's your birthday, Mrs. Huddleston?

HUDDLESTON: January 23, 1900.

GREENE: When were ¥ou born... I mean where?

HUDDLESTCIV s ”Longwood, Mississippi.

GREENE: What ﬁas your maiden name?

HUDDLESTON: Jackson, Beatrice Jackson.

GREENE: And your mother's maiden name? -

HUDDLESTCN: Betty Clark and then she married .

- Sam Jackson.

GREENE: What about your education?

* HUDDLESTON: Well, I first went to’'school at -
Silver Lake. They call it Longwood, Mississippi, and from
there I went to public school at Winterville under Mr. and Mrs.
'Connerly. My last school days were at No. 2, when we lived at
Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Johnson's.

i GREZNE: Now you have 4 or 5 boys?

HUDDLESTON: I have four, but I am the mother
of six.

GREENE: Where are they now® Give me an idea of
what they are doing. NOT|cE
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Huddleston 2

HUDDLESTCN: Well, my oldest son, Alva, has made his
home in Yazoo City. He's a mortician and manages a funeral
home there. My second son, Perry, is a mortician also. My
third son, Samuel, died at eleven months old. He choked while
eating pecans. The next son, Arthur, is in education. He works
at the "White House'" and is Assistant Suﬁerintendent in
Greenville Public Greenville Public Schools. Roy, ny fifth
son, was a twin and is Band Director at Greenville High School.
His twin brother, Ray, was killed in a car accident in 1953, just
fourtéen days before Helfinished.
GREENE: That Qas Alcorn, wasn't it?
HUDDLESTON: Alcorn College. Yes.
GREENE: Your husband was connected with the AFRO,
wasn't he? | .
HUDDLESTCN: Yes, he was. He was, in fact, the
founder qf'the'Afrd-American Sons and Daughters.
" GREENE: What's his full name? N .
HUDDLESTON: Thomas Jefferson Huddleston.
GREENE: What gave him the idea td start the Afro?
h HUDDLESTON: Well, I think the idea came from an
organization that he worked with, the Woodmen of the World.
I'm not‘sure but I think... he always ca}led it a dream.
He had always’dreamed that he could do something that would
be helpful to our race.
GREENE: What year was this?
HUDDLESTCN: 1928.
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GREENE: Afro-American Sons & Daughters?

HUDDLESTON: That's what it was called...
Afro-American Sons & Daughters. It went on. several years before
the hospital was built.

GREENE: It was something like insurance?

HUDDLESTCi: It was like insurénce at first, and then
they set aside the quarters that you paid until énough quarters
accumulated to build the hospital. At the tinme...

GREENE: When did you say this organization started?

HUDDLESTOH:>'1928.

GREENE: At thét time blacks were not admitted to
Blue Cross. o h

HUDDLESTONll: Oh, no, no, no. There wasn't any Elue
Cross at that time. | ,

GREENE: I remember that many insurances were
restricted to blacks.

* HUDDLESTOIl: That's right. B .

GREENE: Well, just what rolg did this Afro hospital
play in the lives of blacks?

HUDDLESTCH: It was an organization apd a hospital
Atogether. It played a wonderful role helping our black people.
The peoﬁie, patients, went to the hoséita}... sometimes they
hadn't been there over a month; sometimes they just got in
énd left. We had a wonderful doctor there, Doctor L. T.

Miller from Yazoo City, Mississippi. Doctor Fullerlove worked

along with him. Then this hospital meant everything to our
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people, and having a good doctor meant much more. It saved
several homes, people in distress. This organization went out
of it's way to save homes that otherwise would have been taken.

GREENE: You mean the houses were mortgaged?

HUDDLESTON: Right.

GREEZNE: And the Afro saved their homes? Were the
premiums within reach of the poor?

| HUDDLESTON: Too much so. I think if they had paid
more, it would have been better tor the organization. Some
paid fifty cents for,a“$150.00 policy, with hospitalization;
Seventy-tive cents a monéh for a $200.00 policy with hospital-
ization; a dollar for a $300{OO policy, witﬁwhospitalization.
The next was $500.00 for which memﬁers paid only $1.25 a month.
Also, we had, I think, only two $1,000.00 policies; one of .
. those was Mrs. Lizzie...

Mrs. Lizzie Gordon carried a $1,000.CO policy with
the Affo-imerican Sons & Daughters. She was the only one in
Greenville. I think there was one in Yazoo City to carry a
- similar policy.

GREZNE: Well, you said some paid fifpy cents a
rménth.

" HUDDLESTON: Right.

GREENE: Did that entitle them to hospitalization
and an operation, it necessary?

HUDDLESTON: Whatever.

GREENE: Delivery of a child?
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HUDDLESTOIl: Whatever.

GREENE: And then when they died, they got how much?

HUDDLESTON: $150.00.

GREENE: $150.00 and it was within their reach.

EUDDLESTCN: That's right.

GREEKE: Do you remember the membersnip at it's peak?
Do you have any ideat |

HUDDIESTCN: I'm sorry.

GREENE: How was the money collected? Was it sent
to the office? |

HUDDLESTON: No; they set up.what was called lodges.
You know, I would have a lodge;.. that's what~they called it ...
then there would be one in Leland.. or over two hundred and
firty. They were numbered; our lodge was number 35 and all -
"through the state of Mississippi. At the different lodges the
tinancial secretary would collect the money and wbuld make two
reports, one on the fitteenth and one on the last of the fmonth.
She got ten percent of the amount collected.

GREENE: That didn't leave very much for the
'organization to operate on?
| HUDDLESTON: That's right.

GREENE: And you told me aboﬁt the difterent types
ot policies...
| HUDDLESTON: That's right.

GREENE: Do you think, now that the hospital is

closed, that blacks miss it more now than they would have, had

J'w."'»?‘\“
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it closed twenty-five or thirty years ago?

HUDDLESTON: Well... in a way they don't, and in a
way they do. Because, it was a feeling of belonging, you
know, this is my hospital.

GREENE: I see.

HUDDIESTCON: It made them stronger.

GREENE: I remember they used to have éhcwers annually
for the nospital...

HUDDLESTON: That's right.

GREENE: ... to turnish the hospital. At one time
there was a nursing class at the,hosﬁitél. |

HUDDLESTON: They did. It didn't last too long.

GREENE: Do you have any idea how many nurses
graduated from the hospital?

HUDDLESTON: About twenty, maybe, or a little more.
It might have been moore. ' |

GREENE: Did the community of Yazoo City do anything
to prolong the hopitel's life?

HUDDLESTON: I don't think it did.

GREENE: Do you remember how many beds the hospital
had?

HUDDLESTCN: There were quite a. few. They had an
annex, blg annex. There were quite a few beds, out I don't
know the exact number.

GREENE: Do you remember the storm? How people went

to the hospital and stayed in the halls?
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HUDDLESTCII: I remember.

GREENE: What has happened to the property?

HUDDILSTCII: The property has been sold. Harold
Fouche of Yazoo City bought it. It's sad to look at. Weeds
are grown all over it.

GREENE: ANow, Mrs. Bea, you are the successor of
John Straughter, our first black mortician. Are'you follow-
ing in his footsteps?

HUDDLESTCIi: Yes. ~

GEEENE : And;lat one time your husband had a number
of tuneral homes all over the state. How meny did he have?

HUDDLESTON: He had eighteen. ’
GREENE: Eighteen?Y 1In the state? ‘
HUDDLLSTCH: Yes, in the state. And now, fhere's.
- Lezington, Rolling Fork, Columbus, Greenwood, Clarksdale,
Kosciusko and Batesville,

" GREENE: And they are oftsprings ot what your -
husband started. But your funeral home is independent. Yours
~ is Bea's Century Funeral Home.

HUDDLESTOi: That's right.

GREENE: Tell me, 'rs. Bea, just how do these burial
insuranc;s operate? | .

HUDDLESTON: The Burial Association operates on...
it's just a small fee per month, It's a family policy, you

know, the head of the family, wife and children, however it

is.  They pay according to their age, and the highest payment
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for a person seventy years old is only $1.75 a month.

GREENE: A month? Does that include his family?

HUDDLESTON: No, you see they pay according to their
age. For a child, say, two months old the fee would be
twenty-five cents per month. If the child never gets out of
the organization, if he lives to a hundred, he still pays that
quarter. . |

That'!s different from the first policy. In the
first policy, a baby paid ten cents and the amount increased
accorging to age, and ﬁent up to fifteen cents, then thirty-five
cents which 1s as high as 1t would go. 'If you didn't get out,
you just paid that thirty-fivé cents. But ifwyou got out of
the organization and then came back, you paid according to
your age. That's the way it goes. '

GREENE: What's the advantage of belonging to a
burial... What group of people especially does the burial
association help? : c

HUDDLESTCON: It helps the family help themselves.
In fact, the Burial Assoclation started to stop the people,
,especially rural folks, from tearing down cotton houses and
.making bpxes to bury the dead. They ;ined them with cloth.

GREENE: Lined them with what?

HUDDLESTON: With black cloth.

GREENE: I didn't know that.

HUDDLESTOCi': Well, that happened. That's been going

on especially in the rural. Somebody would die and they didn't

3 material may be
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have any lumber, so they would just tear off the cotton house,
you know, and make a square box and line it with black cloth.
They would have the burial that day because. they didn't embalm.
But, the Burial Association broke that up, and it was for the
poor pecple. After other people saw how‘nice it was, everybody
was getting insurance.

GREENE: Now, suppose at the death of a member the
family is not satisfied with what the Burial Association
offered? . -

| HUDDLESTCH: If a person isn't satisfled, as most
times they aren't, out of respect or'whatever you call it,
but they know they have sometﬁing, They knoﬁ that they've got to
have a funeral... you know what I mean. The burial association
is going to pick up the body, they will embalm it, and put it
in a casket and bury it. That's complete, but if a person
wants a better.funeral, and knows they've got $135.00 or
$150.00, or sometimes $300.CO... you know they've got that much,
The policy is like cash money. They add .to whatever the burial
gives and get whatever they want.

GREENE: You were telling me about supplementing the
burial... '

HUDDIESTOIl: That's right. And that could go up to as
high as you want.
| GREENE: At least you've got something to work on.

HUDDLESTOIl: You're protected.

GREENE: Sure.
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EUDDIESTCI: The burial associatlon here is a
different thing altogether. The branch at Greenville started
with Ray, Roy and my Uncle Willie. We were the first members.
then mama joined, then all the rest. We had to do so much,
had to get so many members before we could have a Funeral Home
here in Greenville. We were just about a year soliciting
menbers.. People around here joined with us. This Funeral Home
opened September 26, 1936.

GREENE: Your dread came true. Where did it start?

HUDDLESTON: Right here. This is the house.
Originally, St e thrée room house.

GREENE: Well, you were the inspiration of a Burial
Association in Greenville. , -

HUDDLESTON: Right.

GREENE: How many members do you have now?

' HUDDLESTON: Just so many, we are doing quite well...
" GREENE: liow, you have been one of the high officials
of Elks? What was your title? '

HUDDLESTON: For one thing, I was Financial Secretary
, of the Daughter Elks here in Greenville for twenty-three years,
'and now‘I am a District Deputy of the Elks, and I'm President
of the past state President of the Stéte of Mississippi. I'm
also Advisor to the State President of the Daughter Elks.

GREENE: Well, what's this plaque with the gavel for?

HUDDLESTON: I was honored in Jackson, Mississippi.

They gave me a box of gifts and loads of things and around
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«250.C0 in cash. They gave me an Elk collar, made of money.

GREENE: A what? |

HUDDLESTON: An Elk collar... Well, this was made out
of fives, tens and twenty dollar bills - & small collar.

GREENE: When was that?

; HUDDLESTOLi: That's been three years ago.

GREEFE: Another hqppy moment in your life.

HUDDLZSTON: I was too happy. It really got me ---
it did something to ﬁe. “For two weeks or more it looked as if
I was lost --- it did something to me. The money collar was
made in my son's florist next door, but I knew noth;pg about
it. They tolcd me how they'd laugh and hide it when I came in.

GREENE: And the money was woven into the collar? '

HUDDLESTCN: Right.

" GREENE: It must have been a pretty affair. D%d you

have pictures?

HUDDLESTCH: It was beautitul. We had pictures.

GREENE: Miss Bea, what role do the Daughter Elks

HUDDLESTON: Well, the Daughter Elks just have a small
death benefit. They help educate children with scholarships.

It's an organization that helps distressed brothers and
daughters.

GREENE: How do you mean they take care of the

children?®
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HUDDLESTCii: You know, by donations-and sponsoring
oratorical contests.

GREEIIE: I have been to their oratorical contests.
Were they sponsored jointly by the Daughter Elks and the
Brother Elks?

HUDDLESTCIi: Yes.

. GRELNE: I see.

HUDDLESTCI: Then at naticnal conventions, you see,
the children that participated in the oratorical contests
here ére always considéred. The state winner always gets a
scholarsnip. Winners frém Arkansas, Louisiana and Missis-
sippi compete. If a child wins ih Mississipﬁi, it one wins
in Arkansas, iif one wins in Louisiéna, they have a contest
among themselves, you know. The winner from that contest goes
- to national convention where he or she will somﬁete for the
national scholarship. You see what I mean?

| :GREENE: Yes, the winner receives $1,000.CO. That's
the national contest.

HUDDLESTONi: Right, right.

GREENE: If he wins on the local leve;, how nuch is
he scholarship?

" HUDDLESTON: $500.CO. '

GREENE: You played an important role in our

community politics too, Miss Bea?

HUDDLISTOW: Well, not as much as I would like to,

but I have ... what part I've played I've liked it.

NOTIC
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GREEI'E: Didn't you run for a seat on the Greenville
City Council?

HUDDLESTCIT: I did, I did. I enjoyed it.

GREENE: Now, coming back to the Elks... judging
from what you say, the Elks is as much a social outlet for
blacks as it is for financial security. |

HUDDILESTOIl: Oh, yes, it is.

GREEIE: What happened to the parades they used to
have? *

_ HUDDLESTG;:Y'They still have parades. If there is
ever a state'associatioﬁ here, there'll be a parade. The

parades, not even at the National level, are not what they

used to be, but they still have parades. g
GREENEZ: How do you account for that? .

HUDDLESTCII: People getting older... arthritis.
But we‘hgd'a wonderrul parade in Miami, Florida this year. I
mean it rained and rained so until water filled the street,
but they carried on just the same. It was beautiful.

GREENE: Do you know anything about the fire in
’ which many elderly people were burned?

HUDDLESTONi: Where, Jackson?

GREENE: Here. Some kind lédy’was keeping old
people in her home.

HUDDLZSTON: Oh, yes. Over here... wasn't it in
the paper? I don't know her name...

GREENE: 1Ir you can't think of her name, did you

MISSISSIPPI DEDPT AC ADCLINIF
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know any of the patients who were burned?
| HUDDLESTON: I buried some.

GREERE: You buried some of them?

HUDDLESTCIl: Carrie Weaver! She was just buried not
too long ago.

GREEINE: Do you have any idesa hbw the fire started?

., HUDDLESTON: I don't. Carrie Weaver - she and her
husband ran the home. And I'll tell you who else helred there...
He was Ike Daniel, but they called him Sockey 3ill.
" GREENE: He assisted them.

HUDDLESTOX: Right.

GREEIE: It's quite dirferent for ééed people now.
It's better since they receive Medicare. .

HUDDLESTCIl: Right. ,

GREENE: How long have you been in business,
Miss Bea? - | - g

- HUDDLESTOI: Since about 1929 for the Afro’and,

September 1932 with the burial assoclation and Iuneral home.

GEEENE: Tell me what you consider outstanding
changes for the improvement of blacks. ‘

| HUDDLESTON: Business is better and churches are

better aﬁd schools are better... | )

GREEWE: Now, you said schools are better, the
éhurch facilities were better. Can you think of another one?

HUDDLESTOli: Well, voting, the right to vote.

I remember about voting. I paid poll tax... well, when I
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first owned property I paid poll tax. Somebody asked ne,
"Why do you pay poll tax? You can't vote." I said, '"Well, I
Just pay so when the time comes to vote, I'll be ready."
I just spoke out. Well, Mr. Garrett did the same thing.

GREENE: You knew lMr. C. H. Garrett?

HUDDLESTON: Way back and sure enough, when things
did open and we could vote, you had to wait two years, but I
didn't have tc wait because I had paid all along. And it does
mean a lot. -

GREZXE: When you went to register, what did you
have to do in order to vote?

HUDDLESTON: When I went to register, I didn't have
to do anything but just sign my name. That's all. -

GREENE: Some people had to read a passage and write
. an interpretation ...

HUDDLESTCIl: Well, that's all.-I had to do, Jjust
sign my ﬁame. ,, .

GREENE: John Straughter was thg first black
- morticlan in Greenville, Miss Bea how mény @do you have now?

HUDDLESTON: Five.

(Turned tape)

GREENE: You said there were five black morticians
in town. Who are they, Miss Bea? ’

HUDDLESTON: Watson's Funeral Home, Edwards and
Evans Funeral Home, Brown & larion Funeral Home,

Stephenson-Dillon Funeral Home, and Bea's Century Funeral Home.
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GREENE: How many are headed by women?
HUDDLESTCX: Three.
GREENE: That's Mrs. Dorothy Edwards, Mrs. Ruby

Stephenson and you.

(This concludes the tape of
Mrs. Beatrice Huddleston)

. I . . —
(Transcribed by Vivian Broom)
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