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This interview is being conducted by Jerry Young
with Mr. James Chow on February 24, 1977 at Mr. Chow's
store, next door to Lucky Food Store Number One, at
1837 East Alexander in Greenville, Mississippi.

The first thing, Mr. Chow, that we are supposed
to get on our interview is some biographical information
about you. The things that we need first of all are where
you were born, what date you were born and who your parents
were.

CHCOW: You want-me to tell you.

YOUNG: Yes, sir.

CHOW: Well, I was born in Canton, China and I
came over to the United States the first part of the year
1926. I came from Seattle, Washington direct to Greenville,
Mississippi, and I've been staying here ever since.

YOUNG: Sir, you were born in Canton, éhina?

In what year was that?

CHOW: I was born in 1910, June sixth.

YOUNG: June 6, 1910 and you came from China to
Seattle, Washington. r

CHOW: This is a port, you know, the ship came
there. We had to land at the port and then came on by

railroad.

YOUNG: Can you tell me why you came from China?
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Page Two - Chow

CEOW: My daddy and my uncle were all here and they
sent for me to come to Greenville. They were already here in
business, with the Joe Gow Nue grocery.

YOUNG: So you came from China to Seattle on the
boat and then you fook the railroad from Seattle to Green-
ville; You came here tc help with Joe Gow Nue.

CHOWd: I stayed with them, stayed with my daddy and
. my uncle,

YOULG: And your uncle was?

CHOW: Joe Tuck. That was his mame. My daddy's name
Chow Wai, C-h-0o-w W-a-i., Chow and Joe just the same it's just
family;

YOUNG: That's interesting. ©So, Chow Wai was your
father and Joe Tuck was your uncle and Joe Gow Nue was yOUT e

CHOW: TIt's just a trade name for the store, a
trade ﬁame.

YOUNG: All right. So, you came to Greenville to
help in the family business Can you tell me abdut what you
did in the business? How you operateﬁ?

CHOW: I came here in 1926 and I stayed here during
the flood and in 1928 I left Greenville. I went to Memphis
to school and I stayed in Memphis for three years and I went
back to China in 1931. When I came back in 1932 I've been
staying here.

YOUNG: A1l right. So, you stayed in Greenville
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Page Three- Chow

during thé flood and you left in 1928 ahd went to lMemphis to
school. Can you tell me the name of the school and what you
were studying?

CHOW: Well, I was just a young boy. 1 take a
littlg grammer school and junior high.

YOUIIG: Went to grammer school and junior high school
in Memphis for three years and then you went back to Hong Kong
- and can you tell me why you went back?

CHCW: Yes, my mama and my brothers still lived there.
I went home to visit my mama and my famiIy, my grandmama. I
had a pretty good family at home so I just went home to see the
family, and I came back here in 1932 in January.

YOUNG: ©So you came back from Hong Kong in January
of 1932, Did you mring your family with you, your mama... ?

CHOW: No, my mama didn't come in until 1941, my
mama and my four brothers - they didn't come in until 1941.

YOUNG: But they all did come, your mother and four
brothers came in 1941. Can you tell me what you had to do to
get them T this country? -

CHOW: Of course, at this time Japan and China were
at war and they tried to get out of that(part of the country.
S0, my daddy sent for them and they came over here.

YOUNG: Was there any problem with the immigration
officials in getting them into this country?

CHOW: There was no problem because my daddy was

already a merchant here and he had no problem bringing them
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over here. The reason they came in so iate my mama wanted
the children to have more éducation in Chinese before they
came.over here to study. This way, of course, they sent my
brother - I got two, one five and one is seven when they
first came here.

YOUNG: Did your daddy make periodic trips back to
China himself?

CHOW: ilo. He went back in 1932 after I came back
and he came back in 1934. He did spend two years in China,
that's the last trip he made to China. “

YOUNG: And he came back in 1930%

CHOW: Thirty-four.

YOUNG: And he didn't see his wife until 1941°?

CHOW: No.

YOUNG: So that explaips how your family got here
and the dates that they got here.

I would 1like to ask you this...you said that you
stayed in Greenville during the flood of 1927. Can you tell
me what it was like to live in Greenville then?

CHOW: Well, at that time, I do not know too much
of the language. You know, the English language. Of course,
I tried to pick up little by little fromldifferent people I
met and they tried to talk to me and so I just learned how
to talk. At that time I went to a lady by the name of Mrs.
B. L. Burford...

YOUNG: B. L. Burford?
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;CHOW: Yes. I went to her‘house every morning. She
taught me for an hour, you know, how to read and to write in
English. In fact, I went to her in 1926 and 1927 and also a
part of 1928, she taught me for three years.

YOUNG: 3he taught you from 1926...

CHOWL I came here in i926.

YOUNG: 1926, 1927 and part of 1928. How many hours

- a day did she teach you?

HO4: She taught me an hour,

YOUNG: One hour a day. N

CHOW: I went to her house and she taught me.

YOUNG: I'm just curious, how much did it cost to
be tutored in English?

CHOW: Well, of course, it's not much not like that
much.

YOUNG: And then when the flood came what did you
do - the 1927 flood?

CHOW: I just stayed in the store. Of course, at
the corner of Washington Avenue nextffotthe levee the ground
was pretty high. Of course, I had to walk in the water
every morning. The water was knee deep. This was the highest
ground, you know, in the city. Of course, they built a little
bridge from the levee to the front of our store and people
would come there, you know, and we would supply them with what
little food they got at that time because the people just need

something to eat. We had to give them. There was no water to
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drink the ‘first two days until they Briﬁg some water from
Vicksburg by barge... Greenville had a hard time. Every-
body's in a panic.

YOUNG: You stayed in the store and there was
probably a wooden bridge, kind of a sidewalk...

. CHOW: They built a sidewalk from the telephone
office to the post office, you know, and in front of our store
:'and then we built one to go inside the store where the people
could come in and walk and everything.

YOUNG: Well, did you do a fairdy good business?

CHOW: We just cleaned the store out of everything
we had up there for the people needed something to eat and we
had to let them have it.

YOUNG: So you got through the 1927 flood in satis-
factory condition. Let me go back... You told me that you were
educatéd both in Memphis and you were tutored in Greenville.
What did the other Chinese do for education?

CHO4: Well, of course, at that time - the people
in the school they don't admit the Chinese to their school.

We feel like we're mistreated so whenever we had a chance we
would get out of the state of Mississippi and Greenville and
go somewhere else, you know, to get educéted, that's why.

YOUNG: So, you were forced to depend on either be-
ing tutored or to go out of the state to receive an education.

CHOW: Of course, Mrs. Burford, she was very nice.

She met me at the church. I went to the Baptist Church.
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Her husbaéd is a secretary of the YMéA, Washington County YMCA.
They were real nice and kind and talked to my uncle and asked
if I come to their home and let his wife teach me. So, that's
how I did it.

YOUI'G: Was the actual teaching done at the church
or at her house? |

CHOW: They asked me to come to their house.so that
she cculd help me and teach me. At her home.

YOUNG: I see. Mr. Burford was at that time the
secretary of the YMCA? *

CHOW: Yes.

YOUNG: Do you remember where their house was?

CHOW: Her house, at first they were living in the
three huncdred block of South Broadway and then from there she
moved ?o LO8 or 418 Arriold. I used to get the street car here.
They used to have a street car here and I would get off at
Washington Avenue and then I would walk.

YOUNG: You caught the street car and then yoﬁ walked
part of the way to her house, .

CHOW: Yes.

YOUNG: Can you tell me this... I know that the
Chinese were not admitted to the schodls. How would you say
in the early years your reiations were with the caucasians in
general?

HOW: Well, at this time we had the feeling that we

are not wanted, in a way. But, we tried not tomix,yocu know,
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with the éaucasians. ffot in business, we had to do it in
business, but we Jjust daidn't associate with each other too
gquch. We were afraid, we get the word they don't treat us
right, so we Jjust afraid, you know, not feeling too close to
then that way.

YOULG: So you came into contact with caucasians in
business because it was necessary and not socially in other

words.

CHGJ: OSocially, in other words.

YOUEG: ell, then this was trd% with caucasians,
what about vour relationship with the black people?

CzGl: Vell, of'course, most of The young children
raised after the late twenties, the young generation had
nothing to do withh 1t either because the only purpose they
came over here was to work and try and make a living. They
really don't care for intermarriage, you know, with the
black race. They don't want it.

YOUKG: ©So, also, it was necessary to deal with the
blacks in business but there was no,'théy didn't want inter-

marriage.

That brings me to an entirely different subject that

'

I want to ask you about and that's the Chinese. cemetery. Can
you tell me when it was established and why it was establish-
ed?

CEOW: All right. The old Chinese cemetery - that

was pefore my day coming here - they had one that used to be
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called...zthey used to call'it the Péorlﬁouse, down below.

It was just a small plot of ground, just all Chinese people
buried there. Until 1927, the late twentles, the Chinese
peorle have been raising money to send home to help General
Chiang nai-Shek to unite the country. We were going to use
that noney to buy a plane, you khow, to fight the war lords

in China, so we find out when Chiang Kai-Shek get up as far as
- Hangchow and the party was split, one to the left and one to
the right, which was Chiang Kai-Shek in the right wing and the
left wing was comnunist - there's a mix-up. We hold this money
here, we don't send it baclk because we don't go for that, com-
munist way. We turned around and used that money to buy a
cemetery, what we have now, today. That's way back in the
early twenties.

YOURG: ©So, the money. that was used to buy the ceme-
tery where it 1s located, which is off South Main Street, was
money originally raised to send back... |

CHOW: To help finance Chiang Kai-Shek, General
Chiang Kai-Shek to unite the country.At that time China was
divided under different War Lords, each one control so many
provinces and they tried to unite the country back in 1927.
That's when we first started. This money was to be used just
for that, to help them, and finally we found that the country
would soon be split and then the party was split so we Just
kept this money here.

YOUNG: dow, tell me something. I know that you
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said thatzthe nlace where phe Chinesé buried their dead before
they had the present Chinese cemetery was at the Poor House?

CHOW: By the Poor House. It waan't a real plot of
land, just in the woods, you know, but they still had a place.
Hell,;I would say it was a pretty good size. They got quite
a few people buried there, |

YOUNG: Yes. Is that close to where the present
Poor Louse is now?

CHOW: Well, it's real close. They used to have a
wooden building there, they tore it down, they built a new
one. I think it is the same place, just right close to it.

YOUNG: How the County Poor House is on Mill Road,
I think.

ChOW: IMill Road, that's right. That's the way we
had to go out Mill Road and then we took a turn to the left -
we had to go through the woods to the cemetery. Of course,
this has been abandoned for so many years.

YOUNG: I see, but are the graves... ?

CHOW: There are still manf'gfaves in there.

YOUNG: Can you see the markers?

CHGW: Yes, they got markers inside, the fence up
too. At this time, way back in the forties, Mr. Frank Chu
Lin, he was the one that worked out there. He kind of
remodeled it, the whole cemetery and also the old one he put
all the fence up and make it look real nice.

YOUNG: This is something that I've heard, I don't
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know if ié is true but you can tell ﬁe.’ In the present
Chinese cemetery 1is there any separation of christians from
non-christians?

CHOJ: 1o, as long as they are Chinese they were
buried there free with no charge.

YOUKNG: I see. There was no charge for the ground.

CHOW: No charge for the ground.

YCOUNG: All right. Now, I want to get back to
education also. There was at one time a Chinese school here.

CHOW: Yes. N

YOUNG: Can you tell me please when it was organ-
jzed, who was responsible for opening it?

CHOW: Well, I don't remember that long. We did
have one little school on O'Hea and North Theobald, a small
house. You know, I imdgine they got quite many students at
that time, fifteen or twenty. There were some Chinese people
who would come from as far as Beulah every day, you know, just
torschool, with some children. Of course, at that time'we
didn't have many families, we didn't have many children -
just a very few, so they all came on down here to school.

YOUNG: Did the people... did the children from
Beulah drive in every day? '

CHOW: They drove here every day and go back every
day.

YOUNG: And you would say that the most people

they had was maybe twenty at one time? NOTICE
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‘CHOW: ight not be that many. It was probably less.

YOUNG: 3But you don't know about when it was organ-
ized?

CHOJ: 1 don't remember. It was during the thirties.

YOULG: During the thirties. And, who organized it?

CiOvW: Well, I cannot remember. Some of the people
older than I tried to get the Board of Education in Greenville
to help out. 1In this way - we told them you don't allow us to
go to the white schools and our children don't want to go to
black schools so they felt They would give us a little place,
little house, for class rooms and this is how it started. I
don't remember - it might have been my uncle - in those days...

YOUHG: But it was the Chinese people?

CHOW: Yes., All Chinese there. I think my uncle
was a part of it because he was the oldest and had been here
longer: Of course, I was young at that time, you know...

YOUNG: Do you know any of the names of the teachers
whao taught there? -

CHOW: I don't remember. I know one lady, I remem-
ber 1{iss Witt. She used to live on Poplar Street. I
couldn't think of her first name, Miss Witt.

YOUNG: But her name was Witt?

CHOW: W-i-t—t—,vMiss witt.

YOUNG: Was there a Mrs. Hamilton who taught there?

CHOW: I think Mrs. Hamilton taught a little later.

Of course, I don't know Mrs. Hamilton too well but I know
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Miss Nitti vou know, and I knew her family too.

YOUNG: Who owns the building and the land at this
time?

CEGW: Which one?

YOUIIG: Where the school was?

Ch0W: I don't know, iﬁ was Jjust a little one room
shack, that's all,

YOUNG: But it is still... ?

CHOW: o, they closed that down, I think the build-
ing...they have condemned it, a good manjayears ago they tore
it down. It was just a little shack. Finally, I do know
that we had one up there on Nelson. See, we the Chinese people
we, I think we bought it, lot. We put up the building, it's
a Chinese school. We teach the Chinese class and when we move
into that school we teach English and Chinese.

YOUNG: Were there two buildings and one building
that was on O'Hea and )

CHOW: Well, they found that the budlding was too
old so we built one later. | R

YOUNG: The first building was provided by the
Board of Education, then the second building is the one that
was bought by the Chinese people. Is ﬁhat building standing?

CHOW: TIt's still there. Yes, it's still there
right next to the old Trigg school, right across the street
from the old Trigg school.

YOUNG: Right across the street from the old Trigg
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school, ﬁow, let me ask you this - who owns that building?

CHOW: Well, actually now it belongs to the Chinese
Cemetery Association. In other words, we haven't been paying
tax, you know, for that building, after that you know we were
admitted to the public schools, and have never used it, any
more. It used to be that we teach a Chinese class at that
time. We had a Chinese class, after that an English class.

. The students would come up, we had a Chinese teacher, so he
taught the Chinese language for maﬁy years. That school
closed, probably during the war, in the éérly forties.

YOUNG: Do you know the name of the teacher who
came and taught Chinese? .

CHOW: Yes. Doctor Wu, W-u, Doctor Wu.

YOUNG: Doctor Wu taught Chinese.

CHOW: He was superintendent of the Chinese Mission
and the school and for many years in the school at that time,
you know, and the Chinese Mission. He and his wife taught
the Chinese class. We hired a Chinese teacher when we first
came over here. o

YOUNG: Whatever happened to Doctor Wu?

CHOW: He went back to China after the second war.
He was sent here by the government to'study but since the war
started he couldn't go home until war over, so they went home.
They went back to Canton, I think about forty-six or forty-
seven, They go home to teach school again, I think somehow.
I don't know what happened to them.
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;YOUNG: Well, he was sent here by his own govern-
ment and then when the war broke out he couldn't get back.
When he could go bacik, he did go back.

CEOW: Yes.

YOUNG: It's interesting that you say that the build-
ing and the land where the Chineée school was belongs to the
Chinese Cemetery Association.

CHOW: Yes.

YOUNG: Another questionvtoo, back in the earlier
days, was the Chinese liew Year celebrateé by the Chine commu-
nity? Is it still celebrated?

CHOW: Well, thé Chinese people in the South, Missis-
sipi especially, don't know too much about the Chinese New
Year, they not celebrate like the people on the west coast and
the east coast and New York some of the cities like Los
Angeles, you know, but the people here they just go the
American way more than they do the Chinese. '

YOUNG: All right. Now, was the same thing true of
Christmas customs? o

CHOW: People do the same as the American customs.

YOUNG: Gifts wer e exchanged among the Chinese just
like... |

CHOW: Yes.

YOUNG: All right. Now, before the Chinese were in-
cluded as a part of general activities in Greenville, what

sort of social activities were available to people, for the
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Chinese péople?

CHOW: Well, actually, we don't have any social
activity around here, except the church. That's all.

YOUNG: You mean the Chinese Mission.

CHOW: Yes.

YCUNG: The church gavé you a chance to be together
socially.

CHOW: Yes.

YOUNG: I hope you don't think this question is im-
proper but I would like to ask it. Was gambling ever a common
practice among the Chinese?

CHOW: Gambling, you know, the older generation
had no family in here. They have nownere to go. Some places
they want to go they don't accept them. So, they had to get
drunk with a few of the old countrymen who got together.
They'vé got nothing else to do except to keep together, you
know, for recreation or for money or they just get together
to.keep gambling more. | |

YOUNG: They did enjoy gamﬁiiﬁg but it was because
they had no families. It was just something to do.

CHOW: Yes.

YOUNG: Were there ever any crimes committed be-
cause of gambling?

CHOW: No, not any Chinese people would do that
thing.

YOUNG: What would you say about have there ever
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been any c}imes commnitted by Chinese'against Chinese that
you can think of?

CHOW: We don't have such a thing in here because
we have too few Chinese in here but we did have the so-called
Tong in old days, just a few members - not many, and most
peorle not belong to them so it finally goes out in here,

YOUNG: You mean that there was a Tong in Green-

;, ville that had just a few members.

CHOW: A few members one.time.

YOUNG: I'm not familiar with it at all. Can you
tell me just a little bit about'what Tong is and what they
did? '

CHOW: Well, Tong just a few members get together
like a party. Of course, they get together where there are
people gamblirg, this Is where they used to have the place
in here. You know, how all the single men get together.
They get together and play in here. That's the pnly thing,
you know, Tong's like a club. In English, it's just a ciub.

YOUNG: Now, immigration. Was immigration ever a
problem? Was it ever hard to get people to this country?

CHOW: Yes. The problem is that in that time they
tried to keep the Chinese from coming to the United States,
you see. They used every way they can to keep them from
coming. That's why our menfolk come in first and we send for
our wives later. The law was harsh. There was no way they

could get around it, you know, to get the people here like
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they wantéd - the family, the children and the wife.

YOUNG: If a Chinese... Well, for instance yourself,
was 1t hard for you to come here?

CHOW: Well, in a way it was hard at first. They held
me in, the detention center for thirty days. You know, they had
to question my ldentity and question all the witnesses that
knew me and finally, I stayed at the detention center for
thirty days. ©Some people stayed there longer.

YOUIIG: But they held yoﬁ in detention center; was

‘.

your father actually there?

CHOW: No. My‘father;was still here but they sent
an Immigratiocn Officer frém New Orleans to question him, they
out there guestioned me, so it all... we say the same thing
so we know everythirg to come out the same.

YOUNG: But was there any paper work involved before
you left China® I mean, did the Immigration people know that
you were coming? _

CHOW: Yes. We just sent tpem in, you know, this
passport. We applied for the passport Qo I came with a
passport.

YOUNG: So, you came with a paséport?

CHOW: Yes. |

YOUNG: Did any people ever get into this country
illegally, did they ever... ?

CHOW: Oh, yes. You make the law so harsh so the
people had to get by it. When they want to come to a free.d : .
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country tée had to get every way the& could to get over here.
You can't blame them. There are some seamen, they dodge the
shir, you know, they come over here. Yes, there are quite
many over here.

YOULIG: There must have been a shortage of Chinese
women too.

CHOW: Yes, there are, because they try every way
to keep - the law, tc try to keep them from coming over here.

YOUNG: Did any, for instance, if a young Chinese
man came tc Greenville and he worked in & business he could
send for his wife and children 'and they could come but the
officials would make it véry difficult?

CHOW: Yes, they made it so difficult.

YOUNG: Do you know if anybody was ever turned
away ana sent back to China?

CHOW: Oh, yes, quite many people got sent back.

They sent them back, yes.

YOUNG: So, some of these Chinese people actually

came toc this country and then were turned around and sent
back?

CHOW: Yes, sent back.

YOUNG: Let's switch from the past a little bit to
the future. From your personal point of view, what part do
you see the Chinese playing in the future of Greenville and

of this country?

CHOW: Well, of course, they say Greenville... we
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get alongzreal good now fc; the last.twenty years. The
people, you know, we understand each other better too. We
all have a better understanding. So, people we get together,
we have the chance to talk to each other. Everything seems
to be;much better.  After the schools, the Chinese were
admitted to the schools ... ”

YOUNG: So, really, you think the Chineszwill play
; the same role as anybody else.

CHOW: Yes, yes, yes.

YOUNG: ©So things are much better for the Chinese
now. Could you please tell me why you think, what you think
the reasons are why things have changed - why everything is
better? What happened, in the beginning the Chinese were not
accepted... what happened to make them accepted?

CHOW: You say what make them accepted?

YOUNG: Yes, sir.

CHOW: Well, since the second World War, of course
we had served the country like everybody else and were dénied
the privilege of the school and, you khow, most everything we
were denied the privilege. They didn't let us have what
others had. So,afterthe second World War’everybody get
sympathy and understanding, we were fighting side by side of
each other, then that the law became gradually changed. That's
why they gave us the chance to go to school and our families
could... even if the immigration law changed it would give

us the chance to bring family over here. That's why after that
NOTICE
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everything changea, you know, since the second World War.

YCUNG: You see the second World War as being your
chance to prove by fighting side by side, then things changed.

CHCW: Yes, side by side. We were allies at that
time in the war, so this is what made the people's attitude
change considerably since the second World War.

YOUNG: I see. Now, you told me what it was like
during the first World War but have you ever heard anybody
speak about what the Chinese who were here in Greenvillé dur-
ing the Civil War d4did? )

CHOW: No, no. I don}t believe anybody ever did,
that has been quite a long time since the Civil War.

YOUNG: All right. Then let us touch on this last
topic. You mentioned earlier the Chinese Mission and the
fact that it providéd é social outlet for you in addition to
it being a religious orgsnization. Can you tell me about when
this was organized and who started it?

CHOW: Well, I wish I had the picture. Mr. Ting
took the picture from my album. You kndw we had about six or
seven of us and my uncle, Joe Tuck, Mr., Hai (Min Sang) and
George Su and Mr. Ting and I had my ugcle in there, Mr.Frank
Chu Lin, Mr. Mee Sun, which were the uncles of C. W. Sidney...

YOUNG: The uncles of C. W. Sidney.

CHOW: Yes. I think this is about all that we
started with. We just started with six or seven. We had

started with the class with the teacher, D. L. Simmons. . 1, c¢
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&OUNG: What was his name?

CHOW: D. L. Simmons.

YOUKNG: D. L. Simmonrs?

CHOW: Yes. He was very nice. Of course, he
moved , from here to Jackson to be in an insurance, some kind
of an insurance conpany. When we’startec at first, this was
when we had a class and, of course, his wife was very nice
. tco and taught us how to sing Church hymns, you know. It
was way back in 1935 or 1936. I ddn't remember the particu-
lar year nor just when we first started. |

YOUNG: But it was in the middle thirties?

CHGW: That's right, the thirties.

YOUNG: All right. Was it the idea of the Chinese,
your 1ldea to organize this...

CHOW: It was our idea to try to keep the people
coming, it was the only decent place we could meet the people,
particularly these American people, to go to church and we try
to 'build understanding better. You know, a better place to go,
so that's why we feel like the churchiié necessary. The people,
it's better to understand, you know, and ...

YOUNG: Where did you hold your meetings?

CHOW: The First Baptist Church, in a wing of the
First Baptist Church.

YOUNG: All right, so you met in the First Baptist
Church, you organized this Mission yourself. Now, before the

tape began you were telling me about the baptism? I would
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like for iou to tell me about that again. Who was baptized?

CHOW: When I first came here in early twenty-six
my uncle took me to church, Sunday School and Church every
Suncay morning, so when the time come for me to be baptized
he asked me if I wouldn't be taptized. I said, Yes, I said
okay, so I pbeen baptized in April, 1927. He also told me he
was baptized a year earlier. He was probably the first
! Chinese to be baptized in the First Baptist Church and I was
the second one. |

YOUNG: And his name was?

CEOW: Joe Tuck. |

YOURNG: Joe Tuck was probably the first Chinese to
be baptized and you were probably the second.

CHOW: Yes.

YOUNG: And you were baptized in April, 1927.

Cli0W: Yes, right before the flood. Doctor Charles
Henderson was the pastor at that time.

YOUNG: How many members dig you have at the most?

CECQW: At the church? We113 af course you mean the
Chinese Iission?

YOUNG: Yes, sir.

CHOW: Well, I cannot rememﬁer how many members.
Of course it not too many. Of course, they come to the
church but are not a member of the Baptist church. O0f course,

at this time with the help of Mr. Kern Pratt and Mr. John

Davis. NOTICE
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;YOUNG: Mr. Kern Pratt?

CHOW: Yes, this is the way we organized the
Chinese llission, they helped us.

YOUNG: And Mr. John Davis.

CHOW: Mr. John D. Davis. Yes. They were really
the biggest help to the lMission for because without their help
we would need to... you know ..

YOUNG: All right. Mr. Chow, do you have any parti-
cular item which you would like to include in this tape és
part of the Chinese history in Greenvillé'that I haven't
touched on, something that you think should be included?

HOW: Of coursé, you know, I have been here so
long and so many families, you know. In fact, you know, when
I got a little bit up in age my memory is not so good and
there is something that I could have skipped too, you know,
because you see so many people and deal with so many people
every day, you just can't remember. Sometimes, I get con-
fused. We have a real nice Mission bpt when we started we
didn't allow o
('phone interrupts)

and now that our members have increased and many more people
come to church, you know, as we go aléng, but at first we had
just a men's class, then we had the ladies'class, then a few
years later we got a few children and we could have a children's
class. We were kind of growing, you know, for quite a few years
at the church. NOTICE
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"YOULG: All right. That's fine. Thank vou,

hr. Chow.

(End of Interview)

( Transcribed by Vivian Broom )

FINAL by V.B.

; 5/18-77
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