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This interview is being conducted by Jerry Young
with fv:r.James Chow on February 24, 1977 at Mr. Chow's
store, next door tQ Lucky Food Store Number One, at
1837 East Alexander in Greenville, Mississippi.

The first thing, Hr. Chow, that we are supposed
to get on our interview is some biographical information
about you. The things that we need first of all are where
you were born, wna t date you were born and who your parents
were.

CHmv: You want 'me to tell you.
YOUNG: Yes, sir.
CEOVl: Well, I was born in Canton, China and I

came over to the United States the first part of the year
1926. I came from Seattle, Washington direct to Greenville,
Hississippi, and I've been staying here ever since.

YOUNG: Sir, you were born in Canton, China?
In what year was that?

CHOW: I was born in 1910, June sixth.
YOUNG: June 6, 1910 and you came from China to

Seattle, Washington.
CHOH: This is a'port, you know, the ship came

there. We had to land at the port and then came on by
railroad.

YOUNG: Can you tell me why you came from China?
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Page Two - Ch ovr

;CEOVJ: Hy daddy and my uncle were all here and they
sent for me to come to Greenville. They were already here in
bus iness, 'vith the Joe Go\,[Hue grocery.

YOu~~G: So you came from China to Seattle on the
boat and then you took tr.erailroad from Seattle to Green-
ville. You came here to help with Joe Gow Nue.

ChOW: I stayed with them, stayed with my daddy and
my uncle.

YOUNG: And your uncle was?
CEm{: Joe 'I'uck , That was his -name, My daddy's name

Chow 1tlai,C-h-o-w W-a-i. Chow and Joe just the same it's just
family.

YOlJNG: That's interesting. So, Chow Wai was your
father and Joe Tuck was your uncle and Joe Gow Nue was your-

CH~I: It's j~st a trade name for the store, a
trnde name.

YOUl'W: All right. S,O, you came to Gre.enville to
he~p in the family business Can you tell me about what'you
did in the business? How you operated? .

CEmV': I came here in 1926 and I stayed here during
the flood and in 1928 I left Greenville. I went to Memphis
to school and I stayed in Hemphis for .three years and I went
back to China in 1931. When I came back in 1932 I've been
staying here.

YOUNG: All right. S,o, you stayed in Greenville
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Page Three- Chow

during th~ flood and you left in 1928 and went to Memphis to
school. Can you tell me the name of the school and what you
were studying?

CHOH: \<lell,I was just a young boy. I take a
little grammer school and junior high.

YOUHG: vlent to grammer school and jl..Uliorhigh school
in Hemphis for three years and then you went back to Hong Kong
and can you tell me why you went back?

CROy!: Yes, my mama and my brothers still Iived there.
I went home to visit my mama and my family, my grandmama. I
had a pretty good family at home so I just went home to see the
family, and I came back here in 1932 in January.

YOUNG: So you came back from Hong Kong in January
of 1932. Did you lring your family with you, your mama ••• ?

CHO\'i: No, my mama didn't come in until 1941, my
mama and my four brothers - they didn't come in until 1941.

Yom~G: But they all did come, your mo~her and four
brGthers came in 1941. Can you tell me what you had to do to
get them in this country?

CHOvJ: Of course, at this time Japan and China were
at war and they tried to get out of that part of the country.
So, my daddy sent for them and they came over here.

YOUNG: Was there any problem with the immigration
officials in getting them into this country?

CHOW: There was no problem because my daddy was
already a merchant here and he had no problem bringing them
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Page Four - Chow

over here ~ The reas on they came in sola te my mama 'vanted
the children to have more education in Chinese before they
came over here to study. ThLs way, of course, they sent my
brother - I got two, one five and one is seven when they
first came here.

YOUNG: Did your daddy make periodic trips back to '
China himself?

CH01,l: rio , He went back in 1932 after I came back
and he came back in 1934. He did spend two years in China,
that's the last trip he made to China. ~

YOUNG: And he came b~ck in 1930?
CHo\f: Thirty-four.
YOUNG: And he didn't see his wife until 1941?
CHo\f: No.
YOUNG: 8:0 that explains how your f'amd Ly got here

and th~ dates that they got here.
I would like to ask you this •••you said that you

st.ayed in Greenville during the flood of 1927 .Gan you tell
me wha t it was like to live in Greenville then?

CHOW: 1tlell,at that time, I do not know too much
of the language. You know , the English language. Of course,
I tried to pick up little by little f~om different people I
met and they tried to talk'to me and so I just learned h~T

to talk. At that time I went to a lady by the name of Mrs.
B. L. Burford •••

YOUNG: B. L. Burford?
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Page Five - Chow

'CH01;i:Yes. I went to her house every morning. She
taught me for an hour, you know, how to read and to write in
English. In fact, I went to her in 1926 and 1927 and also a
p~rt of 1928, she taught me for three years.

YOUNG: She taught you from 1926 •••
CEm'lL I came here in 1926.
YOUNG: 1926, 1927 and part of 1928. How many hours

a day did she teach you?
CHOH: She taught me an hour.
YOUNG: One hour a day.
CEO':!: I went to her house and she taught me.

-.

YOUNG: 11m Just curious, how much did it cost to
be tutored in English?

CHO\I]':vle11 , of course, it I S not much not like that
much.

YOUNG: And then when the flood came what did you
do - the 1927 flood?

CHOW: I just stayed in the store. Of course, at
the corner of Washington Avenue next to 'the levee the ground
was pretty high. Of course, I had to walk in the wa ter
every morning. The wa ter was knee dee p, ,This was the highes t
ground, you know, in the city. Of course, they built a little
bridge from the levee to the front of our store and people
would come there, you know, and we would supply them with what
little food they got at that time because the people just need
something to eat. We had to give them. There was no water to
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Page Six - Chow

drink the ;first two days until they bring some water from
Vicksburg by barge... Greenvil.le had a hard time. Every-
body's in a panic.

YOUHG: You stayed in the store and there was
probably a wooden bridge, kind of a sLdewa.Lk•••

CHO\ll: They built a sLdewaLk from the telephone
office to the post office, you know, and in front of our store
and then we built one to go inside the store where the people
could corne in and wa.Lk and everything.

YOUNG: Well, did you do a fairly good business?
CROH: He just cleaned. the store out of everything

we had up there for the people needed something to eat and we
had to let them have it.

YOUNG: So you got through the 1927 flood in satis-
factory condition. Let me go back ••• You told me that you were
educated both in I1emphis and you were tutored in Greenville.
What did the other Chinese do for education?

CHOtV': \'Jell,of course , at that time - the people
in the school they don t t admit the Chdrie's e to their school.
We feel like we 're mis trea ted so whenever- we had a chance we
would get out of the state of Hississippi and Greenville and
go somewher-e else, you know, to get educated, that t S why.

YOUNG: So, you ,.,ereforced to depend on either be-
ing tutored or to go out of the state to receive an education.

CHOVI: Of course, Nrs. Burford, she was very nice.
She met me at the church. I went to the Baptist Church.
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Her husband is a secretary ,of the YHCA, vlashington County YNCA.
Theyvlere real nice and. kind and talked to my uncle and asked
if I come to their home and let his wife teach me. So, that's
h 0\'1 I did it.

YOUrTG: Vias the actual teaching done at the church
or at her ~ouse?

CHOH: They asked me to come to their house so that
she cculd help me and teach me. At her home.

YOUNG: I see. Hr. Burford was at that time the
secretary of the YHCA?

CHm'i: Yes.
YOUNG: Do you remember where their house wa s?

CHm-J: Her house, at first they were living in the
three hundred block of South Broadway and then from there she
moved to 408 or 418 Arriold. I used to get the street car here.
They used to have a street car here and I wou Ld get off at
Washington Avenue and then I would walk.

YOUI\"G: You caught the street car and then you walked
part of the way to her house.

CHOW: Yes.
YOUNG: Can you tell me this ••~ I know that the

Chinese were not admitted to the schools. How would you say
in the early years your relations were with the caucasians in
general?

CHOvl: Hell, at this time we had the feeling that we
are not \-lanted,in a way 0 But, we tried not to:'mix,you knaw,
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- ChOvT

':iiLi. the cauca s Lans , uct tn business, we had to do it Ln

bus Lnes s , but ue just dLdn t t associate \vith eacr. other too

~uch. We were afraid, we get the word they don't treat us

rig~t, so He just afraici, you know, not feeling too close to

then that \vay.

:::OU:':,-G: So you came into contact \".ith caucas ians in

business because it was necessary and not socially in othe r

. ~"iorc1s.

C!"::'U,}: Socially, in other worris .

T'Je-' 1 t.hen• .-L -'-, :"'.4. ,-, . ..!. this "'.true "lith canc2..sians,

what about your relationship wi-th the black people?

C:-=O;'!: ~'!ell, of course, most of the Y01.mg children

raised after t:1G late hrer:.ties, the young generation had

:-.L.othi!.-~Gto do Hi t.r. it e i t~er because the only purpose they

come oyer here was to 1tiorlr. and try and make a living. They

really don I t care for intermarriage, you know, with the

bl ack race. They don't want it.

YODNG: So, also, it was necessary to deal with the

bl.acks in business but there was no, they didn't Ivant inter-

marriage.

That brings me to an entirely different subject that

I want to ask you about and, that's the Chinese. cemetery. Can

you tell me when it was es ta blished and why it was es ta blish-

ed?

CHO'.tI: All right. The old Chinese cemetery - that

vTaS before my day coming here - they had one that used to be
NOTICE
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ll.... 'J...' dC8.__ 2Q ••• ~ney use to call it the Poor Douse, down bel ow,

It \{as jus t a small plot of ground, jus tall Chi:1ese people

bur ied there. Unt il 1927, the late twent.Le s , the Chinese

peo~-::lehave been raising money to send home to help General

Chiang- i\:ai-Shel-: to -urri te the country. We \'lere going to use

tha t money to buy a plane, you knOV1,to fight the viar lords

in China, so ve find out wheri Chiang Kai-Shek get up as far as

Hangchow and the party vIas s pli t, one to the left and one to

the right, whLch was Chiang Kai-Shek in the right wing and the

left w i.ng was comnuni st - there's a max-up, \'le hold this money

here, ve don't send it bacx because ve don't go for that, com-

muni.s t 'llay• ',1e turned around and used that money to buy a

cemetery, what we have riow , today. That's way back in the

early t\venties.

YOUNG: So, the money. that was used to buy the ceme-

tery wher-e it is located, whtch is off S.outh f'lain Street, was

money originally raised to send back •• ~

CrI01tl: To help finance Ghiang Kai-Shek, General

Chiang Kai-Shek to unite the country.At that time China was

divided under different Har Lords, each one control so many

provinces and they tried to unite the country back in 1927 •

That's when ve first started.
.

This money was to be used just

for that, to help them, a~d finally we found that the country
".

would soon be split and then the party was split so we just

kept this money here.

YOUNG: ~'JovI, tell me something. I know that you
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P2ge Ten - Chow

saLd that' the nlace ':Therethe Ch ine se buried their dead before
they .had the present Chinese cemetery was at the Poor House?

CHm·]: By the Poor House. It wasn't a real plot of
land, just in the woods , you know , but they still had a place.
Well, -I would say it was a pretty good size. They got quite
a fe'd people buried there.

YOUHG: Yes. Is that close to wher-e the present
Poor Eous e is now?

CHm'j: Hell, it's real close. They used to have a
wooden bUilcii!1gthere, they tore it dovm;' they built a new

one. I think it is the same place, just right close to it.
YOUNG: Now the Coun ty Poor House is on Nill Road,

I thinl~.
CEO'vl: I-Ull Road, that's right. That's the way we

had to go out j\IillRoad: and then we took a turn to the left -
we had to go through the woods to the cemetery. Of course,
this has been abandoned for so many years.

YOUNG: I see, but are the graves ••• ?
CHOH: There are still many graves in there.
YOUNG: Can you see the markers?
CHOi'I: Yes, they got markers Lns f.de , the fence up

too. At this time, way back in the forties, Hr. Frank Chu
Lin, he was the one that worked out there. He kind of
remodeled it, the whole cemetery and also the old one he put
all the fence up and make it look real nice.

YOUNG: This is something that I've heard, I don't
NOTICE
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kn ow if it is true but you can tell me. In the present

ChLnes e cemetery is there any separation of chris tians from

non-christians?

CHU,!: H0, as long as they are Chinese they were

buried there free with no charge.

YOUNG: I see. There was no charge for the ground.

CHOTd: No charge for the ground.

YOUNG: All right. N01.v,I want to get back to

education also. There was at one time a Chinese school here.

CHOH: Yes.

YOUNG: Can you tell me please when it was organ-

ized, who was responsible' for opening it?

CHOH:Well, I don't remember that long. We did

have one little school on O'Hea and North Theobald, a small

house. You kl10\1, I LmagLne they got quite many students at

tha t time, fifteen or twerrty , There wer e some Chinese people

who wouId come from as far as Beulah every day, 10U know, just

to-school, with some children. Of course, at that time we

didn't have many families, ve didn't have many children -

just a very few, so they all came on down here to school.

YOUNG: Hid the people ••• did the children from

Beulah drive in every day?

CEm'l: They drove here every day and go back every

day.

YOUNG: And you would say that the most people

they had was maybe twenty at one time?
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Page 'I'we Lve - Chow

;CHOH: I'light not be that many. It was probably less.

YOUNG: But you don't know about when it was organ-

ized?

CHU,I: I don't remember. It was during the thirties.

YOUNG: During the thirties. And, who organized it?

CEO':!: Hell, I cannot remember. Some of the people

older than I tried to get the Board of Education in Greenville

to help out. In this way - we told them you don't a l Low us to

go to the white schools and our children don't want to go to

black schools so they felt they would give us a little place,

little house, for class rooms and this is how it started. I

don't remember - it might'have been my uncle - in those days •••

YOUNG: But it was the Ghinese people?

CHOvl: Yes. All Chinese there. I think my uncle

was a part of it because he was the oldest and had been here

longer. Of course, I was young at that time, you know•.•

YOUNG: Do you know any of the names of the teachers

vrho taught there?
- .

CHmv: I don't remember. I kriow one lady, I remem-

ber Miss Witt. She used to live on Poplar Street. I

couldn't think of her first name, Miss Witt.

YOUNG: But her name was Witt?

CHOVJ: W-i-t-t-, l-1iss Witt.

YOUNG: W.as there a Nrs , Hamilton who taught there?

CHOW: I think Mrs. Hamilton taught a little later.

Of course, I don't know Mrs. Hamilton too well but I know
NOTICE
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1·1iss~-litt;you know, and I knew her family too.
YOUNG: Hho owns the building and the land at this

time?
CEOW: Which one?
YOmiG: Where the school was?
CEm}: I don't know , it was just a little one room

shack, that's all.
YOUNG: But it is still ••• ?
CEOld: No, they closed that down , I think the build-

ing •••they have condemned it, a good many years ago they tore
it down. It was just a little ~hack. Finally, I do know
that ve had one up there on Nelson. See, we the Chinese people
we, I think we bought it, lot. We put up the building, it's
a Chinese school. We teach the Chinese class and when ve move
into that school we tea~h English and Chinese.

YOUIxG: Here there two buildings and one building
that was on O'Hea and

CH0\1: Well, they found that the bud LdLng was too
old so we built one later.

YOUNG: The first building was provided by the
Board of Education, then the second buil~ing is the one that.
was bought by the Chinese people. Is that building standing?

CHOW: It's still there. Yes, it's still there
right next to the old Trigg school, right across the street
from the old Trigg school.

YOUNG: Right across the street from the old Trigg
NOTICE
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school. NOVi, let me ask you this - who owns that bUilding?
CHOt,l: 'vlell,actually now it belongs to the Chinese

Cemetery Association. In other words, we haven't been paying
tax, you i~10W, for t~at building, after that you know we were
admitted to the public schools, and have never used it, any
more. It used to be that we teach a Chinese class at that
time. We had a Chinese class, after that an English class.
The students would come up, we had a Chinese teacher, so he
taught the Chinese language for many years. That school

~closed, probably during the war, in the early forties.
YOUNG: Do you know the name of the teacher who

came and taught Chinese?
CHOW: Yes. Doctor Wu, W:-u, Doctor T#,U.

YOUNG: Doctor viu taught Chinese.
CH0\1: He was superintendent of the Chinese Mis_sion

and the school and for many years in the school at that time,
you know, and the Chinese Iv1ission. He and his wife taught
the Chinese class. We hired a Chinese teacher when we first
came over here.

YOUNG: Whatever happened to Doctor Wu?
CHOW: He went ba.ckto China after the second war.

He was sent here by the government to study but since the war
started he couldn't go home until war over, so they went home.
They went back to Canton, I think about forty-six or forty-
seven. They go home to teach school again, I think somehow.
I don't know wha t happened to them.

NOTICE
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Page Fifteen - Chow

YOUNG: Well, he w:as sent here by his own govern-
men tand then when the 1••res: broke out he couLdn 't get back.
When he could go back, he did go back.

CEOH: Yes.
YOUNG: It's interesting that you say that the build-

ing and the land where the Chinese school was belongs to the
Chinese Cemetery Association.

CHOVl: Yes.
YOUNG: Another question too, back in the earlier

"'days, was the Chinese New Year celebrated' by the Chine commu-
nity? Is it still celebrated?

CEm-I: Well, the Chinese people in the South, Nissis-
sipi especially, don't know too much about the Chinese Neiv
Year, they not celebrate like the people on the west coast and
the east and New

.York some of the cities like Loscoast
Angeles, you know, but the people here they just go the
American way more than they do the Chinese.

YOUNG: All right. Now, was the same thing true of
Christmas customs?

CHOW: People do the same as the American customs.
YOUNG: Gifts wer e exchanged among the Chinese just

like •••
CHO\V': Yes.
YOUNG: All right. Now, before the Chinese were in-

cluded as a part of general activities in Greenville, what
sort of social activities were available to people, for the
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Chinese pi:?ople?
CEOvl: \'iell,actually, we don't have any social

activity around here, except the church. That's all.
YODNG: You mean the Chinese Hission.
CHm,,: Yes.
YOUNG: The church gave you a chance to be together

socially.
CHm'l: Yes.
YOUNG: I hope you don't think this question 1.S im-

proper but I would like to ask it. W.as gambling ever a common
practice among the Chinese?

CEm'i: Gambling", you know, the older generation
had no family in here. They have nowhere to go. Some places
they want to go they don't accept them. So, they had to get
drunk with a few of the old co~trymen who got together.
They've got nothing else to do except to keep together, you
kn ow , for recreation or for money or they just g~t together
to.keep gambling more.

YOUNG: They did enjoy gambling but it was because
they had no families. It was just something to do.

CHOVJ: Yes.
YOUNG: Were there ever any 'crimes committed be-

cause of gambling?
CH01tl: No, not any Chinese people would do that

thing.
YOUNG: What would you say about have there ever
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{

been any crimes committed by Chinese against Chinese that
you can think of?

CHO':!: Vie don I t have such a thing in here because
we have too few Chinese in here but T,1edid have tte so-called
Tong ~"nold days, just a f'ew members - not many, and most
people not belong to them so it finally goes out in here.

YOUNG: You mean that there was a Tong in Green-
ville that had just a few members.

CHOT.'l:A f'ew members one time.
YOUNG: I'm not familiar with f't at all. Can you

tell me just a little bit about'what Tong is and what they
did?

CHOW: Well, Tong just a few members get together
like a party. Of course, they get together where there are
people gamblir:.g,tbis fs wher-e .they used to have the place
in here. You knov , how all the single men get together.
They get together and play in here. That's the ~nly thing,
you know , Tong I s like a club. In English , it's just a club.

YOUNG: Now, inooigration. Was immigration ever a
problem? Was it ever hard to get people to this country?

CHOW: Yes. The problem is th~t in that time they
.tried to keep the Chinese from coming to the United States,

you see. They used every way they can to keep them from
coming. That's why our menfolk come in first and we send for
our wives later. The law was harsh. There was no way they
could get around it, you know, to get the people here like
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they wan ted - the family, tt~echildren and the wife.
YOUNG: If a Chinese ••• Well, for instance yourself,

was it hard for you to come here?
CEm!: I,\[ell,in a way it was hard at first. They held

me in,'the detention center for thirty days. You know, they had
to question my identity and question all the witnesses that
knew me and finally, I stayed at the detention center for
thirty days. Some people stayed there longer.

YOUNG: But they held you in detention center, was
«;your father actually t~ere?

CHOH: No. My father'was still here but they sent
an Lnmigration Officer from New Orleans to question him , they
out there questioned me, so it all .•• we say the same thing
so we know everythir.:.gto come out the same.

YOUNG: But was there'any paper work involved before
you left China? I mean, did the Immigration people know that
you were coming?

CEO\I}":Yes. We just sent them in, you know, this
passport. W'e applied for the passport so I came with a
passport.

YOUNG: So, you came with a passport?
CHOVl: Yes.
YOUNG: Did any people ever get into this country

illegally, did they ever ••• ?
CHOH: Oh , yes. You make the law so harsh so the

people had to get by it. When they want to come to a free
NOTICE

MISSISSIPPI DEPT. OF ARCHIVES & HISTORY

ThiS material may be

protected by copyright

law (Title 17U.S. Code).



Page l\Tineteen- Chow

country the had to get eve:z;-yway they could to get over here.
You can't blame them. There are some seamen, they dodge the
sh i p , you know, they come over here. Yes, t.he r-e are quite
many over here.

Yomm: There must have been a shortage of Chinese
women too.

CHOW: Yes~ there are, because they try every way
the law, to try to keep them from coming over here.
YOm~G: Did any, for instance, if a young Chinese

man came tc Greenville and he worked in a business he could

to keep

send for his wife and children 'and they could come but the
officials would make it very difficult?

CEO,:l: Yes, they made it so difficult.
YOUi'JG: Do you know if anybody was ever turned

away ana sent back to China?
CHOH: Oh, yes, quite many people got sent back.

They sent them back, yes.
YOUNG: So, some of these Chinese people actually

came to this country and then were turned around and sent
back?

CHOW: Yes, sent back.
.YOUNG: Letts switch from the past a little bit to

the future. From your personal point of view, what part do
you see the Chinese playing in the future of Greenville and
of this country?

CHOH: Well, of course, they say Greenville .•• we
NOTICE
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get aLong t real goocinow for the last twenty years. The
people, you ~JlO1.{, we uncierstand each other better too. He
all he.ve a better unders tanding. 80, people 1.veget togetter,
we have the chance to talk to each other. Everything seems
to be -much better •. After the schools, the Chinese were
admitted to the schools •••

YOUNG: 80, really, you think the Chine~will play
the sane role as anybody else.

CHU,Ij: Yes, yes, yes.
YOUNG: 80 things are much better for the Chinese

n ow , Could you please tell me why you think, what you think
the reasons are why things have changed - why everything is
better? ~1hat happened, in the beginning the Chinese wer e not
accepted ••• wha t happened to make them accepted?

CHO\tJ: You say i.vhatmake them accepted?
YOl~G: Yes, sir.
CHOW: Well, since the second World \Na~, of course

we had served the country like everybody else and were denied
the privilege of the school and, you know, most everything we
were denied the privilege. They didn't let us have what
others had. So, afterthe second World War everybody get
sJ~pathy and understanding, we were fighting side Qy side of
each other, then that the law became gradually changed. That's
why they gave us the chance to go to school and our families
could ••• even if the immigration law changed it would give
us the chance to bring family over here. That's why after that
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everything chariged , you know, since the second World War.
YOL~~G: You see the second World War as being your

chance to prove by fighting side by side, then things changed.
CHO'vI: Yes, side tw side. We were allies at that

time -inthe war, so this is what made the people's attitude
change considerably since the second \Io}'orldWar.

YOUNG: I see. Now, you told me what it was like
> during the first ~{orld 'war but have you ever heard anybody

speak about what the Chinese who were here in Greenville dur-
«;

ing the Civil War did?
.

CHOW: No, no. I don't believe anybody ever did,
that has been quite a long time since the Civil War.

YOUNG: All right. Then let us touch on this last
topic. You mentioned earlier the Chinese Mission and the
t.act that it provided a social 'outlet for you in addition to
it being a religious organization. Gan you tell me about when
this was organized and who started it?

CHml[: WelJ., I wish I had the picture. Nr. Ting
took the picture from my album. You know we had about six or
seven of us and my uncle, Joe Tuck, Mr. Hai (Min Sang) and
George S,uand Nr , T.ing and I had my uncle in there, Mr •Frank.
Chu Lin, Mr. Mee Sun, which were the uncles of C. W. Sidney •••

YOUNG: The uncles of C. W. Sidney.
CHOH: Yes. I think this is about all that we

started with. We just started with six or seven. We had
started with the clas s with the teacher, D. L. S,immons. NOT ICE
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YOU};(-: VIhat vTaS pis name?

YOUI\G: D. L. SLmmons ?

C20'.'·J: Yes. He was very nice. Of course, he

movedT'r-om here to'JacksoL. to be in an insurance, some kind

of an insurance cor.pany , When we s t.ar tcc at first, this 'Has

i:lhen "IoJehad a class and, of course, his w i.f'e was very nice

too and taught us how to sing Church hymns, you know. It

was way back in 1935 or 1936. I don't remember the particu-

lar year nor just when I:Ie first started.

YOUNG: But it was in'the middle thirties?

C~Im'l: That's right, the thirties.

YOUNG: All right. Was it the idea of the Chinese,

your idea to organize this •••

CHO\'I: It was' our idea- to try to keep the people

corning, it was the only decent place we could meet the people,

particularly these American people, to go to church and \ve try

to 'build und er-s t.and Lng better. You know, a better place to go,

so that's why vIe feel like the church is necessary. The people,

it's better to -understand, you know, and • ••

YOUNG: :''lhere did you hold your meetings?

CHO~'l: The First Baptist Church, in a wing of the

First 3aptist Church.

YOUNG: All right, so you met in the First Baptist

Church, you organized this 11iss ion yourself. N0\01, before the

tape began you were telling me about the baptism? I would
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like for you to tell me about that again. Who was baptized?
CRUll: Wher..I first carnehere in early twenty-six

my uncle took me to church, Sunday School and Church every
Sunday morning, so \vhen the time come for me to be baptized
he asked ne if I wou l.dn I t be taptized. I said, Yes, I said
okay, so I been baptized in April, 1927. He also told me he
was baptized a year earlier. He was probably the first

. Chinese to be baptized in the First Baptist Churcr..and I was
the second one.

".YOUNG: And his name was?
CEOVI: Joe Tuck.
YOUNG: Joe Tuck was probably the first Chinese to

be baptized and you wer-e probably the second.
CEm,,: Yes.
YOUNG: And you were baptized in April, 1927.
CEm-!: Yes, right before the flood. Doctor Charles

Henderson was the pastor at that time.
YOUNG: How many members did you have at the most?
CEOH: At the church? Well, of course you mean the

Chinese l·lissior..?
YOUNG: Yes, sir.
CEmV': We~l, I cannot remember hOYTmany members.

Of course it not too many. Of course, they come to the
church but are not a member of the Baptist church. Of course,
at this time with the help of Mr. Kern Pratt and Mr. John
Davis.

MISSISSIPPJ DEPT. OF ARCHIVES & HISTORY

NOTICE
This material may be

protected by copyright

law (Title 17U. S. Code).



Page Twenty-four - Chow

YOUNG: Kern Pratt?
ClIOH: Yes, this is the way ve organized the

Cl:inese l-lissior:,they helped us.
YOUNG: And Hr. Jo:b..llDavis.
CrImI!: Er. John D. Davis. Yes. They vei:e really

the bigges t help to the ?'lission for because without their help
vie \'louldneed. to... you know

YOUNG: All right. Hr. Chow, do you have any parti-
cular item wh l.chyou wou Ld like to include in this tape as

",part of the Chinese history in Greenville that I haven't
touched or.,something that you think should be included?

CHO\<J':Of course, you know, I have been here so
long and so many fal!1ilies,you know. In fact, you know, when
I got a little bit up in age my memory is not so good and
there ~s something that I could· have skipped too, you know,
because you see so many people and deal with so many people
every day, you just can't remember. Sometimes, I get con-
t'us'ed, v'le have a real nice I·fissionbut when we started we
didn't aLl.ow

('phone interrupts)
and now that our members have increased and many more people
come to church, you know, ~s we go along, but at first we had
just a men's class, then we had the ladies' class, then a few
years later we got a few children and we could have a children's
class. He were kind of growing, you know, for quite a f'ew years
at the church.
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Y0Ul,~G: All right. That's fine. Thank you,

FINAL by V.B.
5/18-77

. (End of Interview)

( Transcribed by Vivian Broom )
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Alexander (Street), mentioned, 7
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Broadway (Street), mentioned, 7
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Canton, China, 1, 14
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Chinese: Education, discrimination, 6, 7, 20; school,
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16; crimes, 17
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Chinese Mission, 14, 16, 21-24

Chinese New Year, celebration of, 15

Chinese School, organization of, 11, 12; teachers, 12-14
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Christmas, customs, 15

Civil War, mentioned, 21

County Poor House, 10. See also Poor House

Davis, John, supporter~ Chinese Mission, 23, 24

First Baptist Church, Chinese meetings," 22; Chinese bap-

tism, 23

Flood of 1927, 2-5, 23

General Chiang Kai-Shek, 9
_____ 'Min Sang), 21Hai, Mr. "'.

Hamilton, Mrs. _________ , teacher, C~nese School, 12

Hangchow, 9
Henderson, Dr. Charles, pastor, First Baptist Church, 23

Hong Kong, 3
Immigration, problems of, 17.-20

.
Jackson (Miss.), 22

Japan, 3

Joe.Gow Nue, grocery, 2

Kai-Shek, General Chiang. ~ General Chiang'Kai-Shek

Lin, Frank Chu, 10, 21. See also Chinese Cemeteries

Los Angeles (California), 15
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Main Street, mentioned, 9
Memphis (Tenn.), 2, 3
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New Orleans (La.), mentioned, 18

New York, 15

O'Hea (Street), 11

Poor H~use, 8, 10. See also County Poor House, 8, 10

Pratt, Kern, supporter, Chinese Mission, 23, 24

Seattle, Washington, 1, 2

Sidney, C. w., 21

Simmons, D. L., teacher, Chinese Mission, 21, 22

Street Car, mentioned, 7 ".

Su, George, 21

Sun, Mee, 21

Theobald (Street), mentioned, 11

Ting, Mr. , 21-----
Tong, club, 17

Trigg School, mentioned, 13

Tuck, Joe, uncle, 2, 21, 22

Vicksburg (Miss.), 6

War Lords, 9

Washington Avenue, 5, 7
Washington County, 7
Witt, Miss , teacher, Chinese School, 12, 13-----
World War II, 20, 21

Wu, Doctor , teacher, Chinese School, 14; 15;'-----
superintendent, Chinese Mission, 14

YMCA (Washington County), 7
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