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V1 ;C}'IY OF ·N~T-CHEZ, 
Saturday, October 1, 1803. 

ELEVEN PRESENT, VIZ. 

' I • .J , ( i ~. A , 

1. ISAAC BRIGGS, 
2. Vv. C. C. CLAIBORNE, 
3. WILLIAM DUNBAR, 
4. JOHN ~~D~RSON, 
s. JESSE GREENFIELD, 
6 . .DAVID L,A TTIMORE, 

' • '7. FERDINaND L. CLAiBORNE, 
:JO m · s: JOHN GIRA~LT, J 1 

. 9. BENJAMIN FARAR :1 ,·1 • .IO{I . , . . 
10. ISRAEL E . 'TRASK, J1.c ~u •. m 

I . Jt. LE~IS ~~R.R. . ,· 
· .-w. C. C. ·Cl~ibofl}e, ·,.a\ *e x;.equest of ~he 'pe:. 
sons present, ,takes tlie cha1r. . , 

The'forrl:l of a 'constitution ~s .previously prepar
ed by lsaac 'Briggs, W. C. C •. Claiborne, Willijlm 
Dunbar, John Henderson, David Lat-timore, 1'John 
Girault, and Lewis Kerr, is present'ed. 

. Seyeral ,amendments are .tJlereto prop,osc~ and 
adopted. .; ' . · .... 

0 • ,, " j) ' • • • ' n mo.ttcn., 
. ResolVJed, That the constitution as pre:;ented and 
amended, be, and is hereby dec1ared to be a ~on
.stitution, for tne purposes therein set forth \n the 

· w~rds following, viz . ,, , .. ~. . . . ,, 

\ >I rl f 

~ ;!- {' .., 
do 5, 
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(s: .. ~OO'ST-ITU't';ION 
.·.rei, [ '\ :. : r ·~·_ ,\ \ .~ 

OF THE 

' ~ I " 

W~!>~sp l!'!ID~s are 'hereunto subscribed, be
ing desirous of ,a}-Qing; _ ~s much ·as may be in our 
power, the ~clv;ln~e!Jl~~ -of a~icu!ture, and other 
~seful arts If! · gus country,· ,do he~ by, associate 
ourselves for tha~ purp-qse. W ~ conte~late with 
respect and, a_dm1ration. the success o( th~ s.eYeral 

. soeie't~es in Eilh>p~·rufd~tnerica, which ·havebeeu 
estabhshe~ for th.e_impt6Veinertt'df mankind.ih-tlle 
arts and scierice's.;' .. btii \\"e. hive · at ·th'e s'ame1 time 
to-lament th:~ drs~n'ce a:t \vhich we a're placed from 
those s~c~et1e·s, 'atid ' the . extreme i(np'robabilit!y· of 
OUr,,deriVJng at least anyc~d~al advantages from 'their 
valua:ble· labo)-s-: • ~ 'Of"tfie c ·nature of ·out: climate 
and the capabilities of our soil mo.st of-the inba-· 

• bitants. ~have had but. short experieiice • 'arrd it is 
li r: '~.) •• (' ' ' . t , ~r~·~ore r'~-8$0pable t o presu mt:· Urnt ,thei'r ~know. 

1l~dg~,in ge~~ra:6~ ... thJose hell_ffi; ·fS,~mp~~a. · · 
TJ:ie. various 6tltet n'atura~ re-soiirces· .Of l:mman 

convemence also, in which 'tl{e r eotmtry · is •sup
posed to abound, have never been systematically 
explored. 

The discoveries hitherto made have been for 
th~ most part accidental, and the knowledge ob
tamed has seldom been satisfactorily detailed, and 

~c o > 
never yet colle8ed intb a 'booy for general infor
mation::. -1\,nd being <;luly impressed '~ith this 
truth; tlia."t'J ~y science on1l can manki'rtd attain 
·anyceftain-b'r~phfe8 e11joyqieht of the ·munificence 
of .na~~e, w,t;. propo.se to , employ onr jQ.ili( ~itorrs 
w1th assidufttand z~al,_ .'in learning liow'tp 'smooth 
soine & th'Ose ''P.a'ths whicfi lead to true national 
·,vealfu ·~nd'ql~dividuar·-tdffithrt,' and in ·whic'hJthe 
ban<1 -rif1 f~bot is at tli~ ga:rrre:- 'time released from 
more than half its toil. The acquisition of -useful 
knowledge and its-dissedtination among our fellow 
citizens, therefore, coustitute. our primary object. 
Tne collecfio~ 'of useful"''8oo~s ·accordingly pre
·sen:ts \t~~tf fiht among lhe mt!ans of :accotnplisn
ing rt\e :grlUU:I ' Jends or oul- 1n$titution ; and · we 
:con'fide'rifly \ tle\y on tlie~arly'- establisltment · df a 
public'~ibr~ry, 'Under th~' direction of our-Society. 
In dur .records likewise ·we · trftst will be found at 
le~st'a 'faithfUl -repository 1Cir·· such communications 
fn ~atpra! ~si~nce and t1{2 useful art~ as the Ie.am
eli, the cu~ti<ms, or the industrious· may contribute. 
Among our principal objects we also pledge our
selves mutually for the. sihce{e cultivation of so
cial harmony, and ther~for~ declare all inquiries 
o:r disc'u~sion~ involving re1igious or political con-

·~troversy'to b.~ foreign 'to' the, principles ?f our ' a.s
. -sociation ; a1ld ho1~ it a s~cred duty to o~selves 
and tlie courrl:ry for whose benefit we assoCiate, to 
· glia~.<r i-i'th . tfi~c~si'ng _v.igilance against thqse feuds 
· whieli are:too '\veli known to-1\ave an unhappy ten
~lency to pfsq~giini~e all hum"::m instituti?ns. By 
these m'eab-s and a f::tithfut.'discharge of -the duties 
which we ha~ 1heteby vMui1tarily· un-deHa'ken, "''e 
indulge an hu~f?lf ~Hl.e~tatiot~, that under the 
protection of Divine Provtdence and the ausl?ices 

· of pat~fo1ism~· tlie S0ci&y .may' eve lcmg"•bbcome 
esseU:fla11y ii\-sti!umtbtal' to. the ~ general weal : A rtd 
,ve do"heri!by.:publisl{ anll declare the follilwing :H'

ticles..as composing the constitt;tion of the Society . 
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ARTICLE L 

The Society shall b~ entitled " The Mississippi 
Society, for the Acquirem~nt and Dissemination 

• J l* i" 

of u seful knowledge." · , 
And the objects of the institution are n ereby 

ueclared to be, the cultivation of ~ocial ha~mony, 
and ihe acquirement and disseminatip~ ,9f useful 
inforUtation in naturalscien~e, and prll;narily agri
culture. 

ARTICLE II. " , ' 

The Society shall con&ist of thlf. 1n1dersigoec.t 
members, and such othe~s, as sha11 h.e're'after b~ 
admitted according to the constitution. ~hd laws of 
the Society ; and from among the . members there 
shall be elected annually, and as often at other 
time~ .. as vacancie$ .: sq;U .respective•r. pccur, a 
Prestdent, and at least one Vice-Prestdent, a 
Treasurer and a Secretary, to serve for one YFar, 
and ~~ch other officer-s as the Soc~ety shall from 
time to time appoint by Jaw .. 

ARTICLE HI. · 1 

Persons residing at such a distanc~ from 'the 
place where the Society sha.ll meet, that their per
sonal attendance would be impossible or inconve
nient, h1-1t who may nevertheless contribute by 
useful communications or otherwise to l'romote 
any of the objects of the institution, may be ad
mitted under the denomination of " Correspond
ing Members," to enjoy all the priVileges 'of mem
bers save that of voting or ballottin.g: w. • 

ARTICL-e IV. 
4- •• )' t. • 

All of&eers shall be.eleeb:d by balJot, ~qd a con
currence of a majorityJ df.the mell).bers. :p-esent 
shall be necessary to. the elcetiro.n of every offl,cer • 

. .... 

• 

• . ... . 
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ARTICLE V. 

· l?erson~ hereafter to be admitted membtts or 
co~~sp9nding members shall be previously bal~ot
ed for . and the·concurrence or three fourths of the 
members present shall be necessary to the admis-
sion. of ~r.y candida~e. " 

ARTICLE VI. 
On «motion to expel any member, or corr-es

ponding' ,me'nlber~ the sense of the society shall 
be taketi by ballot, and the .concurrence of three 
fourths of tQe mempers present shall be necessary 
to such expplsion, and no motion of that nature 
shall be irltradut~d by less than three ·metnbers. 

, ARTICLE VII. . . , , . 
The meetings· of the Society shail beheld at such 

place and places within the present limits of the 
county of Adams, as the Society shall appoint by 
law : And there shall ~~eld one annual meeting 
on the first Saturday in Odober, when such officers 
as are to be eleCl:ed annually shall be chosen, and 
three other meetings quarterly on the days following, 
viz. the first S.aturday in January, the first Satur
day in April, and the first Saturday in July, in 
each year, and such other .meetings as the Society 
shall by law or othen\·ise appoint or provide for. 

ARTICLE VI~I. 

Each member shall be ·assessed to contribute 
annually to the support of the institution a sum 
not exceeding six dollars, to be paid in four equal 
instalments at each annual and quanerly meeting. 
And ~my member who shall become in arrear to 
the Society in the amount of one whole annual 
contribution, shall forfeit all the privileges of a 
member of tho Society and all right and interest 
which he shall or may have acquired in any proper. 



ty attached to the Sat"Qe,~~P)"o-v·~de<;l such delinquent 
shall have. been ,pre-viou.sl~ notijied in , ~uch ~~l}ller 
~s shall p~ presc.t:ibe~j1by, l~~ :?£ -~·1,1'<;~ ~~~~h?Jn~ 
fo_rfei~n:' f\nd shall ~~e~cs~t~e.less ~~~~e;~ ~~ ~a~ uP. 
h1s arrears. . . . . • ,.r 

. ART1CI:.E' IX. . c-. ., ' 

The Society shall ~~av~ fu!l J?ower' a't '·att<times 
hereafter to make-such bye laws as to them shall 
appear necessary ft:om time: to \iree, f.to. ~fll'l:Y• 1~to 
eftC:a .the objeB:s of ~th~ ~ns~i~ut~Pe-. a<;~ordil,l& to 
th.t; Pf1nciples contain,ed 11? th1s co~tlJutlqn. · . 

. J\,llT!~LE sX.~ . - --,-- ~ , . . 
These articJes may 6ct1\m.endeq on:the motio,n qf 

not less than three me.q1bers, PFq':~~eft . th!lt ~tb~ 
same be concurred in by at least two thirds of the 
members present at an 'annual ot lJUarterly mc:et
ing, ana likewise sanCtioned by· tl)e concurrence 
of at least two thftlc\5 :of. the. . memllers, preseat a.~ 
the next ensuing annual or quarterey meetil!g (as 
the case may be) an~ iu.~ other manner and a~ no 
other times or meetmgs whatsoever. . 

1. ISAAC BR~GGS, . 
2. WILLIAM' C. C. CLAIBORNE, 
3. WILLIAM DUNBAR, 
4. JOHN HENDERSON, . L · 
.S. JESSE GREENFIELD, . ,:t ' dk !.J 

6. DAVID LATTIMORE,) · 
1. FERDINA~D L. CLAIBORNE~ 
a. JOHN GIRAUL T, 
9. BENJAMIN F 1\Rt\R, 

10. ISRAEL E. TRASK. 
11. PHILANDER SMITH, 
12. ADAM TOOLEY, 
13. JOSEPl{ MACREARY, 
14. SAMUEL 1.\lUGGS, lvNIOR, 
15. JOSEPH .]lRIGGS, .. . 
10. HORE BROWSE TRIST, 
l7. LE.WlS K~R& . 

- ..._ 

• 
.L 

( ~ . ) 
On motion, 

.. R:sol'Ved, '.J;hat the Soc~ety do proceed to eleGl: a 
prestdent, two vice-presidents, a treasurer and a 
secretary to serve for the ensuing year. 

A ballot is accordingly held and the following 
members are eleCl:ed, viz. · ' 

ISAAC BRIGGS, Prtsident. 
WILLIA~ C. -~. CLAIBQRNE, 1 Piu-Pre.-
WILLIAM DUNBAR, 5 sidmts. 
JOHN HENDERSON, Treasurer. 
LE~IS KERR, Secretary_. 

OB:ober 8th, 1803. Ordered, Th.at the society 
do proceed to ballot for the election of an assis
tant s~cretary, and a librarian and curator. A 
ballot is accordingly held, and the following mem-
bers are elected, viz. · 

JOSEPH BRIGGS, Assistant Secretary. 
JOHN GIRAUL T, Librarian Ei Cf!rator. 

BYE-LAWS. 
' 

Passed 8th October, 1803. 

I. 
Each member of the society shall subscribe six 

dollars yearly, to be applied by the society to such 
purpose as they shall direct; and no member shall 
be entitled to a vote on any occasion who shall be 
in arrears to the society. · · 

II. 
Every member hereafter to be chosen agreeablJ. 

to. th~ laws of this society, shall pay ten dollars ad
misSion-money! and also sub.scribe for the yearly 
payment of SIX dollars before he is entitled 
to any vote in the business of the society at their 
rneetmgs. 

B 
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III. 
No person shall be hereafter admitted a member 

or corresponding member of the Society, unless 
he shall be proposed at one meeting and ballotted 
for at some ensuing meeting, and unless there be 
at least eight members present at the time of such 
proposal as well as at the ballot ; and there shall 
intervene at least six days between such meetings. 

IV. 

. Ther~ shall be t~~Jollo~i~g officers of the So
Ciety, VIZ. one !'restdent, two- VIce-Presidents, 
one Treasurer, one Secretary, one assistant Se
cretary, and one Librarian and Curator, who 
shall be eleC\:ed on the first Saturday in October 
in every year, and as often at other times as va
cancies shall occur, between the hours of 2 and 6 
in the afternoon, and no election shall be held un. 
less eight members be present. 

v. 
The President is to preside at all meetings, to 

preserve order, to regulate the debates, and to 
~tate ~nd put questions agn eably to the sense and 
mtent10n of the members ; he is authorised to call 
by public notice extro:t meetings of the Society, 
when he shall conceive them expedient ; he shall 
nominat<: and appoint the members to compose all 
standing and other committees; and he shall, as 
far as may be in his power, superintend the affairs 
of the Society generally, and encourage the seve. 
ral officers and other members of the Society in 
all things to obey the laws and zealously to pro
mote the objeCts of the institution. 

VI. 
The Vice. Presidents shall, in the absence of 

the President, execute all the duties of the office. 

< • 

-"' 
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VII. 

The Treasurer shall receive the subscriptions of 
the members and all other monies which shall be. 
come due to the Society, and shall pay the same 
ao-reeably to th~ir orders certified to him by the 
P~esideut, or other member, who was in the chair 
when the order was made. 

The Treasurer shall keep a regular account' of 
all monies received and paid by him as afore$aid; 
.and once in every year or oftener if required by the 
Society, he shall render an account to them of the 
stock in his hands and the disbursements made by 
:their order, and shall deliver to his successor the 
books -and all papers belonging to them, together 
with the balance of cash in his hands. • 

VIII. 
The Secretary shall , with the aid of the assist

ant Secretary, take the minutes, and read all , let
ters and papers, and copy into the proper books all 
such letters, papers and essays as the Society may 
think tit to preserve on record ; and the Se
cretary or assistant Secretary is to give notice to 
new members of their eleC\:ion, and agreeably to 
the·direC\ion of the Society to write and answer 
lette.rs, and in general to manage all matters of 
correspondence. 

IX. 
The Librarian and Curator shall receive and 

keep in good order at such place as shall be pre
scrtbed by law or otherwise, all books, manu
scripts, maps, draughts, drawings, paintings, 
engravings, papers, mathematical and other in
struments and apparatus, specimens of natural pro
duCtions of the animal, vegetable or fossil king
dom, antiques, coins, medals and all other mat-
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ters and things belonging to the Society, which 
shall be committed to his care, to class and arrange 
tht:m in their proper order, and keep an exaa list 
of them with the names of the respeCl:ive donors 
in a book provided for that purpose. 

x. 
The Society shall meet on the first Satw:c;Jay of 

every month at the hour of 10 in the forenoon, 'or 
such other hour as may be appointed by the last 
adjournment, and at ~uch other· ~imes as ,t;he ·SO'
ciety may by adjournment appoin~r ~he Pre$ident 
direct in virtue of his power: but no meeting sha:ll 
have a power to proeecd to any business .unless a't 
least five members be present, and the place of 
meeting shall always be where the last precedmg 
meeting shall have been helu, unless changed by 
a resolution of the Society. 

XI. 

No part of the Society's stock shall 'be disposed 
of nor shall any new laws hereafter be made, un
til the same have been proposed at one m~eting, 
and art agreed to by two thirds of twelve or more 
members present at the next meeting i And no 
motion to alter the constitution of the Society 
shall be proposed at any meeting unless there be at 
least twelve members present. 

XII. 

• No question shall be put on a motion unless it 
be seconded, and the de,termination of any questi-

~ on shall be by ballot if requested by three mem
bers. In case of an equality of votes on any 
question, the same sball be referred to ~other 
meeting. 

--

J. 
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ME MEERS elected since the institution of the 
Society. 

1803. 

· G. E. PENDERGRAST, 15 OcT 
STEPHEN MINOR, } 

JOHN ELLIS, • 
SA 1_\iUEL . POSTLETHWAIT ,i 

A:NDRE V\.,. MARSCHAl-oK, 
ABNER GREEN, 1 

· WILLIAM CONNER, (> 5 Nov. 
WILLIAM SCOTT, I 
ALEXANDER ROSS, J 

.JOSEPH P ANNILL, ~ 
·~EQRGE POINDEXTER, 12 Nov. 
SETH LEWiS, 

I 

' . CORRESPONDING MEMBERS 

1803. 
\VlLLIAM LATTIMORE, 15 Ocr. 
JAMES MADISON, } 
ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON, 
SAMUEL L. MIT CHILL, 5 Nov. 
THOMAS MOORE, 
HENRY TOOLEY, 
JOHN SIBLEY, 12 Nov. 

1804. 
. SILAS DINSMORE, ' 4 FEB. 

AN ACT 

,To incorporate the Mississippi Soci.ety for the Ac
quirement and Dissemitzation of Useful Kno'UT• 
ledge. 
WHEREAS certain persons lately associated 

themselves in this Territory, for the laudable pur-

- --
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pose~ of cultivating harmony, and of acquiring 
and disseminating useful information in natural 
science, and primarily agriculture ; alld whereas 
the members of that society have presented a pe
tition to the Legislature, setting forth the na~ure 
and Yiews of this institution, and praying that the 
same may be incorppr'-ted by law. 

SEc. 1. Be it enacted by the Legi~laticve 
Coutlci! and House of Repreuntati'Des of the Mis
sissippi Terrztory · in General Assembly concvened, 
and it is hereby macted by the authority of Jhe 
same, That Isaac Briggs, Wjlliam C. C. Clai. 
borne, William Dunbar, John Henderson, John 
Girault, Lewis Kerr, Joseph ' Briggs, David Lat. 
tiniore, Joseph Macrery, Jesse Greenfield, Fetdi
nand L. Claiborne, Benjamin Farrar, Israel E. 
Trask, Philander Smith, Adam Tooly, Samuel. 
Briggs, junior, Hore Browse Trist, John Ellis 
and William Connor, members of the said society, 
and such other persons as shall from time to time 
hereafter become members of the same, according 
to the constitution and laws thereof, as the same 
mav have already been, and shall · he.reafter be or
dained or enacted, shall be and are hereby consti
tuted and declared to be one body corporate and 
politic in fact and name, by the title of " THE 

MxssiSSIPPI SociETY FOR THE: AC<tUIREME:NT 

.AND DISSE:P.UNATJON OF USEFUL KNOWLEDGE•,, 

and by that name they and their successors afore• 
said shall hnve l>erpetual succession : and they 
shall have a common seal which they may change 
and alter at their pleasure; and that by the same 
name they ahd their successors aforesaid shall be 
-persons capable in law, to purchase, take, receive, 
hold and enjoy to the use of them and their succes
sors, all manner of real estate in fee sitnpl~, or 
lesser interest in real estate, and the same to 1ease, 
release, sell, alien and convey at their p1ea5ure ; ' 

....... ------------------- l 

J ---
.. 

,.,., 

t 
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and all manner of goods, chattels and personal es
tate in like manner, to purchase, receive and en
joy, and at their pleasure sell or otherwise d.ispose 
of, and that by the same name they and their su~
cessors aforesaid, shall be persons capable ~nd h
able in law of suing and being sued, pl~admg a?d 
being impleaded, in all manner of acbons.' SUitS 

and controversies in la.w, equity or otherwise, as 
far as corporations from their nature may be so ca
pable and liable, according to the usual course of 
law. 

SEc. 2. And be it further e11acted, That the 
said ~ociety shall be in ~11 things gove~necl by such 
constitutions bye-laws and resolut10ns as may 
·have already heen and shall hereafter be ordained, 
enacted, made or' passed for that purpose in an~ by 
the said Society. Pro'Dided, That.sur.h constitu
tions bye-laws rules and resolutions be not re
pugn~nt to the ~onstitution of t~e Uni.ted States, 
or the ordinance or laws. of th1s terr1tory, or of 
such state as may hereafter be ereCted, wherein 
the sa1d Society shall be. . 

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That this 
shall be, and be deemed a public aa, and no~ice 
shall be taken thereof as such in all courts of JUS

tice and elsewhere, and it shall and may be given 
in evidence on the trial of any issue or otherwise, 
in any cause without being specially pleaded • 

WILLIAM CONNOR, 
Speaker of the House of R epresentaJifJes. 

JOHN ~LLIS, 
President of the Legislati'De Council. 

APPROVED, November 18, 1805. 
/ \VILLIAM C. C. CLAIBORNE, 

Go'Vernor of the Mississippi Territory. 
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