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Jackson, MS — Governor Ronnie Musgrove announaa/tbe is making a change in
the position of executive director of the Missigsipevelopment Authority (MDA).

J. C. Burns, who has held the position since Jg2@00, is leaving MDA effective
immediately.

“I appreciate the service J. C. has given to thtestver the past 20 months,” Musgrove
said. “At this time, however, | believe a chang@écessary. It is important for the
citizens and business community of the state te Ifial confidence in our economic
development efforts.”

During Burns’ tenure at MDA, the agency underwerg@ganization that included
changing the title of the agency previously knowritee Department of Economic and
Community Development. In a special legislativessen last year, the Advantage
Mississippi initiative, which revamped incentivaslausiness assistance programs under
the agency, was enacted into law.

Steve Hale, senior policy advisor for economic digwmament on Musgrove’s staff, will
serve as interim director of MDA until a new execetdirector has been named.
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