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ATTORNEY GENERAL MIKE MOORE ANNOUNCES THE ARRESTS OF EIGHT (8)
INDIVIDUALS FOR CHARGES RELATING TO MEDICAID FRAUD

Jackson, MS - Attorney General Mike Moore today announced the
arrests of eight (8) individuals on multi-count indictments for
charges related to Medicaid fraud. A1l of the indictments were.
returned by the Hinds County Grand Jury in the June Term. "AtL a
rime when our Medicaid program can least afford 1it, these elght
individuals abused the system to satisfy their own personal greed, "
said Attorney General Mike Moore.

Arrested this week were:

1. Hugh Carl Franklin, 11 County Reoad 205, Oxfoxd,
Mississippi

2. Roscoe %. Word, Jr., 175 Richardson Road, Ridgeland,
Mississippi

3. Josiephine R. Hawkins, 5030 South Drive, Jackson,
Mississippi

4. Harvey Beasley, 3904 Longwood Drive, Jackson, Mississippi

5. Klaus Raphel Tate, 5580 Tiki Lane, Jackson, Mississippi

6. Anetha Brown, 6551 Abraham ZLincoln Drive, Jackson,
Mississippi

7. Sandra F. James, 228 Lake of Pine Drive, Jackson,
Mississippi

8. Dr. Frederic Dunn, 3904 21°°F Street, Gulfport,
Mississippi

Roscoe Z. Word, Jr., owner of River Oaks Convalescent Center,
Clarksdale, MS, and Hugh Carl Franklin, manager of the Center, were
charged with submitting costs reports to Medicaid which falsely
claimed Word's personal and farm expenses as nursing home expenses.
The indictments charge that Franklin and Word submitted cost
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reports which included dog food, range cubes, fencing and fence
gates, automobile repair, oil changes, tires, gasoline and
insurance for personal and farm vehicles, items used at an
apartment complex owned by Word, payments to Word and his family
members for board meetings when no such meetings took place,
payroll payments to Word’s father-in-law who did not work at River
Oaks, electronic farm reports, galvanized roofing, water coolers,
ammunition, no fishing signs, refrigerators, golf balls, alarm
system at Word’s home, landscaping at Word’s home, painting at
Word’s home, dry cleaning of Word’s clothes, Word’s personal tax
accounting, Word’s civic contributions to local high school, and
food items taken from the facility for Word’s personal use. Word
and Franklin face up to 15 years in jail and/or a total of $150,000
in fines each if convicted. Both Word and Franklin turned
themselves in on July 9, 2002, and each was released on a $3,000
pond. The investigation into matters involving River Oaks is
continuing and more charges are possible.

Josiephine R. Hawkins was employed by the Division of Medicaid as
a transportation provider in the NET (non-emergency transportation)
Program. Hawkins was indicted on five (5) counts of Medicaid
fraud. Hawkins is charged with billing Medicaid for twenty-five
(25) trips which she did not make and was paid for 3,653 miles
which she did not drive. Hawkins’s case was referred to the
Attorney General’s Medicaid Fraud Control Unit by the Division of
Medicaid after a supervisor verifying doctor’s appointments
discovered the patient had been discharged from physical therapy
several months previously. Hawkins faces up to 25 years in jail
and/or $250,000 in fines if convicted. Hawkins turned herself into
the Hinds County Jail on July 9, 2002, and was released on a $5,000
bond.

Harvey Beasley, Klaus Tate and Anetha Brown were each indicted on
nineteen (19) counts of Medicaid fraud in connection with a scheme
to bill the Division of Medicaid for prescription eyeglasses.
Beasley and Tate are owners of Community Optical, located in the
Jackson Medical Mall and at Metrocenter in Jackson. The
indictments state that Beasley and Tate purchased Medicaid numbers
from Anetha Brown, a former employee of Argent Healthcare Financial
Services, a contractor for the University Medical Center. The
indictment states that Brown stole Medicaid recipient information
from UMC and then sold the information to Beasley and Tate.

Beasley and Tate, in turn, billed Medicaid for prescription
eyeglasses for each recipient who never received the eyeglasses.
The investigation surrounding Community Optical was the result of
a referral to the Attorney General’s Medicaid Fraud Control Unit by
the Program Integrity Division of the ivision of Medicaid.
Beasley, Tate, and Brown face up to a total of 95 years in jail
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and/or a total of $950,000 in fines if convicted. Beasley, Tate,
and Brown had previously been arrested in May on these charges and
their bonds are $19,000 each.

Sandra F. James, a registered nurse, was arrested on five counts
related to Medicaid fraud. James, while employed as a contract
nurse for the Mississippi State Department of Health, contracted
with the Division of Medicaid to provide services to pregnant and
postpartum women and infants. James was employed to conduct
nursing visits in the homes of the Medicaid eligible mothers and
infants and conduct physical assessments and appropriate referrals.
James submitted documentation indicating she had completed home
visits as required, when in fact, she did not. The indictment
states that the Health Department relied on James’s documentation
in making its billing to the Division of Medicaid representing that
services had been rendered. James’s case was referred to the
Attorney General’s Medicaid Fraud Control Unit by the State
Department of Health after supervisors there received reports from
patients that James did not make follow-up home visits. James faces
up to 25 years in jail and/or fines up to $250,000 1if convicted.

Dxr. Frederic Dunn, a Gulfport dentist, was indicted on nineteen
(19) counts related to Medicaid fraud in two separate indictments.
Dunn is charged with filing false claims for unauthorized services
and unlawfully receiving or attempting to receive unauthorized
payments from the Medicaid program. One indictment 1is based on
Dunn’s billings to the Division of Medicaid for services he did not
perform. Dunn had billed Medicaid for live tissue bone grafts that
he did not perform. In the second indictment, Dunn is charged with
intentionally billing Medicaid for gum trimming procedures when he
knew the patients did not qualify for under the Medicaid program.
Dunn faces up to 57 years in jail and/or up to $190,000 in fines if
convicted. Dunn was arrested on July 9, 2002, and released on a
$19,000 bond.

No arraignment dates have been set for the individuals charged.

"This should be a message to those individuals who are abusing the

Medicaid program, that we will find you, and Yyou will be
prosecuted," added Moore.
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