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Lesson One: The World at War

Objectives: 
Using a combination of maps, newspapers, radio broadcasts, and newsreels students will receive a basic overview of World 
War II and how it was reported to the American people. Students will also learn how propaganda was utilized by the 
government to ensure each American contributed to the war effort and create their own propaganda related to current 
event within their community.

Materials: The World at War; Teacher’s Propaganda Discussion Guide; Reporting the War Teacher’s Resources; Reporting the 
War Worksheet; Internet access; Lesson One Quiz.

Procedures:

Activity One: Where the War Happened
1.	 Distribute the The World at War map to students.
2.	 Have students use their social studies textbooks or any other resource of your choice to complete the worksheet.

Activity Two: Reporting the War
1.	 Use the Reporting the War Teacher’s Resources to choose one newspaper article, one radio broadcast, and one newsreel 

for your class to analyze.
2.	 Part I: As a class or in small groups, have students analyze the three news reports, using the Reporting the War 

Worksheet as a guide.
3.	 Part II: As a class, in small groups, or as individuals, have students choose one type of reporting and create a newspaper 

article, radio broadcast, or newsreel about a current event in their family, school, or community.
4.	 The Mississippi Department of Archives and History would love to see your student’s World War II inspired newsreels! 

Contact the Outreach Programs Coordinator at 601-576-6997 or outreachprograms@mdah.ms.gov for more 
information.

Activity Three: Wartime Propaganda
1.	 Use the Teacher’s Propaganda Discussion Guide to introduce your students to the meaning of propaganda. 
2.	 View and discuss examples of World War II propaganda with your class using the provided online resources.
3.	 Have students identify a current event occurring within their family, school, or community and create a propaganda 

poster either supporting or opposing the event.

Extension Activity: 

The War Online: Visit the website http://www.pbs.org/thewar/ to access film clips, interviews, photos and more used in 
Ken Burns’ documentary The War. The “For Educators” tab provides access to lesson plans, brief classroom activities, and a 
search and explore feature that allows students to create their own World War II primary source collection using resources 
from the website.
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Reporting the War Teacher’s Resources

Many radio and newsreels from the World War II period are available from websites such as You Tube and 
can be found with a simple Google search. Below are specific suggestions from the Internet Archives and other 
online resources that are appropriate to share with students.

News Parade of the Year 1942 (1942) from Castle Films, 9:27 
Newsreel of the war related events across the globe during 1942.

http://archive.org/details/NewsParadeOfTheYear1942

WWII News and Related Sound files from 1942
•	 Track #8: 1942-06-04 MBS Captain William Graves on the Battle of Midway, 1:53

A broadcast by radio personality reading a first-hand account.
•	 Track #9: Battle of Midway Island Special Broadcast, 20:13

First-person accounts by military personal involved in the battle.
http://archive.org/details/WWII_News_1942

US Carrier Fight for Life (1942), 4:41
Newsreel of the Battle of the Coral Sea and Midway, film footage from carrier flight deck.

http://archive.org/details/UsCarrierFightForLife

1942 Radio News (1942)
•	 Track #40: 1942-06-04 CBS News of the World AM Edition, 12:37

War news from around the world.
•	 Track #41: 1942-06-04 MBS Captain William Graves on the Battle of Midway, 1:53

A broadcast by radio personality reading a first-hand account.
•	 Track #42: 1942-06-09 CBS News of the World AM Edition, 13:34

War news from around the world.
•	 Track #43: 1924-06-10 CBS News of the World AM Edition, 13:25

War news from around the world, opening with results of the Battle of Midway.
http://archive.org/details/1942RadioNews

Voices of World War II: Experiences from the Front and at Home, University of Missouri – Kansas City 
Library Digital Archives
A variety of audio clips on this website focus on a wide-range of World War II related topics, including the 
various theaters of war, conditions on the home front, news reports, and music.

http://library.umkc.edu/spec-col/ww2/main.htm
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From The Hattiesburg American, 
June 5, 1942. MDAH Archives and 
Records Services. Used with the 
permission of The Hattiesburg 
American. Continued on next 
page.
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The Hattiesburg American, June 5, 1942. Continued from last page. 
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From The Natchez Democrat, June 7, 1942. MDAH Archives and Records Services. Used with the permission of The Natchez 
Democrat. 
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From The Columbus Commercial 
Dispatch, June 7, 1942. MDAH Archives 
and Records Services. Used with the 
permission of The Columbus Commercial 
Dispatch. 
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From The Hattiesburg American, June 8, 1942. 
MDAH Archives and Records Services. Used with 
the permission of The Hattiesburg American. 
Continued on next page. 
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The Hattiesburg American, June 8, 1942. Continued from last page. 
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DRAFTFrom The Tupelo Daily Journal June 
9, 1942. MDAH Archives and Records 
Services. Used with the permission of The 
Tupelo Daily Journal.
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From The Tunica Times-
Democrat June 11, 1942. MDAH 
Archives and Records Services. 
Used with the permission of The 
Tunica Times-Democrat. 
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NAME:  ____________________________________________________________________  DATE:  ________________ 

Reporting the War

Part I: Using the questions below as a guide, analyze the content of the newspaper article, radio broadcast, and 
newsreel to determine the quality of news reports given to the American people during World War II.

1.	 Who is making the report? ________________________________________________________________

2.	 What is the main purpose of the report? ______________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 Where was the report made from? ___________________________________________________________

4.	 How soon after the event did this report occur? ________________________________________________

5.	 What is the tone of the report? ______________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________

6.	 Why would the American people be interested in this story or event? _______________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________

Part II: Using what you have learned about reporting during World War II, choose a method of reporting 
(newspaper article, radio broadcast, or newsreel) and report on a current event in your school, family, or 
community.
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Teacher’s Propaganda Discussion Guide

Part I: What is propaganda?

Propaganda is communication designed to influence people’s actions or thoughts. Because its purpose is to 
influence its audience in one particular direction (to support one political candidate or to purchase one type of 
clothing) it is one-sided and does not present different opinions, statistics, or choices that are opposed to its own. 
Propaganda appeals to its audience in three ways. First, it calls for an action or opinion on the part of the viewer. 
Second, it maintains that the action or opinion is morally right. And third, it gives the viewer the impression of 
belonging to an elite group, being important, or feeling good.

Propaganda has commonly been used during wartime. During World War II, the Office of War Information 
distributed propaganda to the American people to boost their moral, encourage them to save resources, 
buy war bonds, and volunteer for military service. This propaganda took the form of newspaper articles and 
advertisements, radio broadcasts, newsreels and movies, and posters.

Many special literary and visual techniques are used in the creation of propaganda. Some are listed below:

Transfer: using the authority of the nation, state, or science to validate a cause or viewpoint. 
•	 Example: Uncle Sam, representing the United States, saying “I Want You” to enlist today or a swastika 

crushing a church below the words “We’re fighting to prevent this.”

Testimonial: a famous or trusted person agreeing with a viewpoint or promoting a cause or product. 
•	 Example: World champion boxer, Private Joe Lewis stating “We’re going to do our part…and we’ll win 

because we’re on God’s side.” 

Bandwagon: gives the idea that “everyone else is doing this or agreeing with this, why not you?” 
•	 Example: A woman, with her arms full of fruit and vegetables, adamantly proclaiming “Of course I can!” 

or Rosie the Riveter proclaiming “We Can Do It!”

Fear: propaganda that warns its audience that if a certain action comes to pass or if they don’t do a specific task, 
disaster will occur. 

•	 Example: A young mother with a baby in her arms and two grasping hands moving towards them, one 
with a swastika on it and the other with the Japanese rising sun, and the words “Keep these hands off! 
Buy Victory Bonds.”

Plain Folks: a claim by propagandists that they are “just like you.” 
•	 Example: A family in their Victory Garden with the words “You can use the land you have to grow the 

food you need.”

Name-Calling: this links a person or idea to a negative symbol. 
•	 Example: An image of an American alone in his car with the shadow of Hitler next to him and the words 

“When you ride alone you ride with Hitler! Join a car-sharing club today!”
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Glittering Generalities: the use of words so general that they can be interpreted by different people as different 
things. 

•	 Example: Norman Rockwell’s series of the Four Freedoms.

Card-Stacking: the use of half-truths or selective disclosures. 
•	 Example: Price control comparisons between 1918 and 1944 that give basic statistics but without any 

variables.

Humor: using humor to poke fun at individuals or ideas. 
•	 Example: Bowling pins that look like Hitler, Mussolini, and Hirohito being knocked over by a bowling 

ball. The text reads “Bowl them over – more production.”

Word Play: uses catchy phrases to grad people’s attention. 
•	 Example: “Loose lips sink ships.”

Symbols: words and images that elicit strong responses from people. 
•	 Example: A swastika with the words “This is the enemy.” Similarly, a torn American flag with the words 

“Remember December 7th.” 

Simplicity and Repetition: propaganda must be simple and easy to understand and remember. 
•	 Example: The message “Careless talk got there first” paired with a dead soldier, sailor, or marine.

Part II: Use one or more of the following websites to view a collection of World War II era propaganda posters 
distributed by the United States Government:

World War II Poster Collection, Northwestern University Library http://digital.library.northwestern.edu/wwii-
posters/index.html

Powers of Persuasion: Poster Art from World War II, National Archives http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/powers_
of_persuasion/powers_of_persuasion_home.html 

Take a Closer Look: Propaganda Posters, The National World War II Museum
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/learn/education/for-students/ww2-history/take-a-closer-look/

Part III: Lead your class in a discussion about the posters using the following questions as a guide:

•	 What is the purpose of the poster?
•	 To whom is the poster speaking?
•	 Who is the creator of the poster?
•	 What colors, images, or words reinforce the poster’s message?
•	 What emotion does the poster elicit?
•	 Does the poster have an upbeat, hopeful tone or a violent, fearful tone? Which is more effective?
•	 What propaganda techniques (fear, bandwagon, testimonials, etc.) does the poster use?

Part IV: Have students identify a current event occurring within their family, school, or community and create 
a propaganda poster either supporting or refuting the event. 
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NAME:  ____________________________________________________________________  DATE:  ________________ 

Lesson One Quiz: The World at War

Choose the best answer from the multiple choice questions below.

1.	 Identify the Axis powers.
a. Russia, Italy, United States
b. Germany, Italy, Russia
c. Germany, Japan, Italy
d. Japan, Russia, Germany

2.	 Germany invaded this country in 1939.
a. Belgium
b. Poland
c. the Netherlands
d. Russia

3.	 The D-Day Invasion occurred on the beaches of Normandy, France beginning on
a. June 6, 1944
b. August 25, 1944
c. May 8, 1945
d. August 15, 1945

4.	 The last major battles fought in the Pacific were at
a. Midway and Coral Sea
b. The Philippines
c. Iwo Jima and Okinawa
d. Pearl Harbor

5.	 What Japanese Navy attack occurred in the days before their attack on Midway?
a. Battle of Dutch Harbor, Alaska
b. Battle of the Coral Sea
c. Pearl Harbor
d. Battle of Leyte Gulf

6.	 The person responsible for the victory at Midway was
a. Admiral Ernest J. King
b. Admiral Isoruku Yamamoto
c. Admiral Chester W. Nimitz
d. Admiral William Halsey
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7.	 Of the Battle of Midway, Nimitz said the following:
a. “Pearl Harbor has now been partially avenged.”
b. “The attack was repulsed by local defenders in which all armed services are represented.”
c. Midway is “a momentous victory in the making.”
d. all of the above

8.	 Propaganda can come in the form of
a. the written word
b. art
c. film
d. all of the above

9.	 “Loose lips sink ships” is a type of propaganda known as
a. humor
b. word play
c. plain folks
d. none of the above

10.	During World War II, this group distributed propaganda to Americans
a. Office of Price Administration
b. Department of Defense
c. Office of War Information
d. Office of Strategic Services

Use a separate sheet of paper to complete the short answer questions below.

1.	 Despite its reluctant involvement in World War I, the U.S. had held fast to its policy of isolationism until 
1940. Given the unparalleled scope of World War II, do you think it would have been possible for the U.S. to 
return to its isolationist policies? Why or why not?

2.	 What was the effect of the atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki on the American people?

3.	 Think about the use of radios and newsreels during World War II and compare them to the introduction of 
the home television set in the 1950s. How did these media advancements impact society?

4.	 During World War II the Office of War Information not only distributed propaganda but also censored the 
media. This censorship was done at times for the safety of troops or the protection battle plans. Other times 
it was for the purpose of concealing mistakes or events of an especially devastating nature. Do you think 
that censorship has its benefits or that full disclosure by the government should be mandatory? Explain your 
reasoning.
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Lesson One Quiz: The World at War Answer Key

1.	  C
2.	  B
3.	  A
4.	  C
5.	  A
6.	  C
7.	  D
8.	  D
9.	  B
10.	  C


