Objectives: After analyzing primary source documents, students will demonstrate their
creativity as they distill factual information and write original songs, raps, or poems and create a
documentary about Freedom Summer in 1964.

The Freedom Summer lesson plan is adaptable for grades 8-12.

Curricular Connections

® Grade 8 RI1,2,3,4,56,8,9;,W3,4,5,8,9;SL 1,2,3,4,5,
8 E 6;L1,2,3,4,5RH1,2,4,5,6,8 WHST 4,5,8,9
g gn Grades 9-10 RI1,2,3,4,56,8W3,4,5,8,9;SL 1,2,3,4,6; L
g ?n 1,2,3,4,5;RH 1,2,4,5,6,8 WHST 4,5, 8,9
g g Grades 11-12 RI1,2,3,4,56;W3,4,5/8,9;SL1,2,3,4,6;L 1,
© = 2,3,4,5;RH 1,2,3,4,5,6,8 WHST 4,5,8,9

" Mississippi Studies 4a; 4b; 6a

B U.S. History from 2a; 2¢; 4a-d; 7a; 7c

E Post-Reconstruction to the Present

= Minority Studies 2a; 2c; 2e; 4a

é African American Studies 4b; 4d; 5a; 5b

Problems in American Democracy | 2b; 2d; 5a; 5d

“MDAH has history waiting for you! I've
major respect for the work they do here”

Rose Sanford Wright currently teaches eighth grade U.S. history at Bailey APAC Middle School in Jackson,
Mississippi. This year marks her twenty-eighth year in education. She is the founder and president of The
Savvy Book Club which was voted 2015 Book Club of the Year at the BRBW Literary Festival and the
2012 Book Club of the Year at The Bayou Soul Readers and Writers Conference. She was a participant in
MDAH’s first annual Summer Teachers School in 2015.
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Materials: Freedom Summer Resource Packet; Primary Source Questionnaire.
Procedures:

Activity One: Working with and Understanding Primary Sources

1. Place students in groups of 2-3 and distribute to each group a Freedom Summer Resource Packet.

2. Have students interpret their sources and answer the questions on the Primary Source Questionnaire.
3. Lead a class discussion where students are allowed to share their findings and discuss them as a class.

Activity Two: Sing It!

1. Working individually or in groups, have students identify a topic related to Freedom Summer that interests
them (or assign topics).

2. Write a song based upon factual information about the chosen topic.

3. Remind students of the following:
« Songs, raps, or poems must rhyme (Lines one and two rhyme with each other, lines three and four rhyme

with each other. Or, lines one and three rhyme and lines two and four rhyme.)

o If desired, put the words to music.

4. Allow students to share their songs, raps, or poems with the class.

Activity Three: Roll Camera

1. Place students in pairs and have them research Freedom Summer.

2. From the research they will create a 5-10 minute documentary about Freedom Summer that includes images,
film footage, and original narration.

Extension Activities:

Access additional teacher and classroom resources related to civil rights at http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/learn/
classroom-materials/lesson-plans-and-teaching-units/ including:

« Civil Rights in Mississippi, a six-lesson teaching unit that includes looks at Mississippi civil rights workers,
the integration of higher education, Freedom Summer, and more.

o The Foner Freedom Summer Papers, a single-day lesson plan that allows students to integrate and evaluate
multiple sources of information presented in the Foner collection (letters, newspaper clippings, etc.) to
establish a coherent story of the events that transpired during Freedom Summer.

o  Foot Soldiers of the Civil Rights Movement, a lesson that examines the role or everyday people such as
Anne Moody and Joan Trumpauer in the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement through primary source
documents.

»  Freedom Summer: Free to Vote, Free to Learn, a single-day lesson plan in which students will analyze
how education and voting are a basis for freedom and evaluate how Freedom Schools influenced the
Civil Rights Movement.
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http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/learn/classroom-materials/lesson-plans-and-teaching-units/
http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/learn/classroom-materials/lesson-plans-and-teaching-units/

NAME DATE

Primary Source Questionnaire

Directions: Using the Freedom Summer Resource Packet, answer the following questions based on your primary
sources.

Name of Source (if any)

Author (if known) Date (if known)

In 3-5 sentences, summarize the contents of your Resource Packet.

Would these sources be considered national or local news? Why?

What questions do these sources raise in your mind? Give 1-2 examples.

Name 1-2 things that is not stated within the sources but which you can infer.
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NAME DATE

How do these sources relate to Mississippi history?

How can the information in these sources affect us in the future?

Do you think the information provided in these primary sources is important? Why or why not?

What is one thing you would like to know about Freedom Summer that is not covered in your Resource Packet?
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AMERICAN F NDS SERVICE COMMITTEE, INC.
- » Mis,fiuippi Program
P. 0. Box 4325, Fondren Station, Jackson, Mississippi 39216

(601) 366-8242

Some suggested names for membership on CDGM Board

o AN :

Dr. Oscar E. Hubbard  University Medical School
Dean Ralph E. Huffer  Tougaloe College

Dr. Robert Smith Physician

Dr. A. B. Britten  Physicisn

Dr. Robert E. Bergmark Millsaps College

Dr. K. Edgar Moore Millseps College

Mrs, Lillian Burnstein Research & Development
Rev, Henry M. McKay, Jr. Ascemsion Lutheran Church

Drv>s.—Leon-Whitney ———Parish Sti-Baptist Chureh

$ 3 -
MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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Rev. James F. McRee

Bsard ef Biresiers

SRV

CHILD DEVELOPMENT GROUP of MISSISSIPPI

210 SOUTH LAMAR STREET 290 MILNER BUILDING

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201
Telephone: (601) 948-6513

13 July '66 e

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE BOARD:

Gentlemen: I am sorry to present to you a
hastily writen letter, but the topic and timing require
immediate attention. The issue is General Electric (G.E.)
and CDGM's various needs (including manpower and development).

I was shocked to hear of the possiblity of GE having major
involvement with CDGM because I knew of their history of:

1. Price fixing - which has russulted in several convictions
and even jail terms for top G.E. officials

2., International racism - G.E.,'s involvement in the government
of South Africa is extensive due to huge financial resources there.
3., Anti-Unionism. G.E. is notoriouslw opposed to the very
right of working people to organize. Goon squads, etc., have
typified their history. Right now the National Labor Relations
Board has a pee G.E. Board member, Stephens, in court over
labor abuses. The GE people assigned to CDGM have also
expressed their anti-unionism. For CDGM to join hands with
anti-unionism in Mississippi is certainly not a step for
progress.

4, GE has a history of heavy support and involvement with

the right-wing. A %ees GE board member, Gilbert Humphrey,

was the top money raiser for Goldwater.

Bxx I suggest that the Board of CDGM call before it the
panel of GE people that John Mudd proposes you hire. I propose
that you ask them what about the employment practices of the
various GE plants in Mississippi, such as the Jackson Glass
Plant and the Jackson Lamp Paant. I think that we have a right
to request a presentation of the personnel records of those
plants and of the plans the companies have to recruit, train,
and up-grade Negroes. We also Imve a righh to ask these men
who are being placed into the very heart of our organization
what they think of the rights of poor people, hmw how they

see the importance of training Mississippi Negroes for

top management positions, etc.

In addition, I am sure that alternatives have not
been adequately explored. We never have before this time
initiated a large scale recruiment program for our organiza-
tion, even though one of our most basic goals is the training
and development of Mississippiians, particularly Negroes,
for mgnagement. I think that as a basic policy, CDGM should
declare it more important to train Mississippi Negroes than
to run an efficient something. After all, CDGM was started to
fulfill Movement oriented goals. ' We are not here merely

to serve the new insitution of CDGM.
Respectfully, é? izéﬁqujﬁﬁﬁy////

Hunter Morey

MDAH Archwes and Records Servzces
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TO: ALL CENTRAL STAFF
FROM: JOHN MUDD
SUBJECT: TRAINING INSTITUTES IN MISSISSIPPIL

DATE: August 2, 1966

In line with our new policy of discussing broad issues relevant
to CDGM at our Wednesday morning staff meetings, here are some

preliminary notes to prepare you for tomorrow's session.

The need for Training Institutes:

The vast majority of CDGM's employees are people who have pre-

viously had little or no training in the job areas in which they

are working. It has been CDGM's belief that we have an obligation

to provide every person with the training necessary to perform their
work competently. This training must also insure that CDGM is not

a dead-end streét; péople need the kinds of credentials with which they
can demand employment in the more permanent private agd governmental
institutions -~ like school systems, other povérty programs, etc., -

if CDGM 1is going to have a lasting impact.

At present there is no place in Mississippi where training can be.
provided for groups like CDGM teachers, community organizers, etc.

In statewide meetings and mailings, people have been very vocal about
their desire for in-state training institutes, particularly in the
area of teacher training.

A Proposal For Meeting The Need:

Several staff members and consultants have been developing some

ideas for the establishment of a independent groub which we have been
calling the Center For Community Education which.would have two major

components:

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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a. It would comprise a number of taining institutes in pre-
shool education, community organization, health education,
administration, etc.

b. It would also have a staff which could serve as a pool of
te;hnical resources svailable to community people for the
long-range planning of co-ordinated projects in areas like
housing, health, job training, economic development, etc.

c. It would also have resource materials and physical facilities
which would be ma&e available to other groups for workshops
etc.

Thought has moved in the difection of involving Mary Holmes Junior
College and the United Presbyterian Church in this new structure. From
its own point of view Mary Holmes can benefit as an institution from a
more active involvement than it has had in the operation of CDGM.
Moreover, since Mary Holmes Junior College is already chartered in the
state, the Center For Community Education could operate as a part

of Mary Holmes without need for a new charter.

In diagram form, heye is what the new institute would look like in

relztion to CDGM. .

Presby- — 2
terian ~

Board of : e
National B

Missions

CENTER FOR
| COMMUNITY

/—/ EDUCATION

MHJC

N,

%ggﬁ?ﬁg %ommunity. Health . Adminis- ”Technic?l
S Drganization ; : S Rescarch
Institute nstitute InStltum1 ﬁéﬁ ute poo

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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Where will funds come from and what steps have already been taken.

The source of stable funding for C,C.E. will be private foundations.
Several of these have alrecady expressed some degree of interest. They
include:

Presbyterian - possible funds for planning and setting up the
center, recruiting staff, and finding other fund sources.

Ford Foundation - teacher training.

Field Foundation g

Community organi.ation

Taconic Foundation

Merrill Foundation ~ technical resource personnel.

Ther is also money in the budget of our new proposal which if CDGM
used these training programs could be used to pay tuition; but this
would constitute only a small percentage of the total costs of
operating these: institutes. If the teacher training institute were
successful, OEO might finance other Head Start staff to attend 8-week
courses. There are leo possibilities that other programs in OEO couldr;
provide money or that different agencies, like, the office of Education
could finance speéail projects.
Thusfar, only 2 concrete steps have been taken:
1L The presbyterian Board of National Missions is considering
a request to establish a branch of Mary Holmes‘in Jackson.
a2 The Memill Foungdation has received a proposal for $20-30,000
for the establishment of a pool of technical resources.
S Mrs. Greenberg has discussed the general ideas with Ford
Foundation and the Carnegee Foundation.
e Marian Wright, John Mudd and Marvin Hoffman spoke with Board
members of the Field Foundation and she has sent a memo to

the director of the foundation outlininz the general annroach.

MDAH Archives and Records Services. 11
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What Has Not Been Doné:

1. Although several staff members have been working on institute
proposals, they have not been submitted to any foundation: Before
this is done they will receive wide circulation within CDGM.

2. No final decision has been reached about how the C.C.E will be
organized: who will sponsor it, how the Board will be chosen, etc.
No staff at any level pas been hired, nor has there been any
discussion of procedures defining responsibility for hiring.

3. The content of what is te be taught in the institutes has not
been spelled out.

4. The precise relationship between CDGM and C.C.E. has not been
defined at all.

I.open this issue for discussion now because we feel that the ideas are

Jjust the right stage between vagueness and finality when they can most

benefit from yoﬁr comments, criticisms, new ideas, etc. If there are

any qguestions please raise them at tomorrows meeting which begins

at 8:45 AM. I reguest you present these ideas, prefe?ably in writing,

to Marv Hoffman as soon as possible. The list of institutes is.nof

ment to bé all-inclusive. If you have ideas for others which nmight

be of service to the communities, please write them soon. We musf

finish the applica tions rapidly if the institute  will have a chance

to begin this fall.

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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MADISON COUNTY MOVZMENT INFORMATON SHEET

NAME (husband ) AGE REGISTERED
NAME (wife) AGE REGISTERED
ADDRESS PHONE NUMBER

CHILDREN (nurher an? aces)

EMPLOYED: HUSBAND Name of Co.- ... .. Wage per hr.. A
WIFE Name of Co. Weze per hour
IF YOU GET PAID ON A WEBKLY BASIS HOW MUCH DO YCULT XU

DO YOU HAVE ANY OTHER SOURCE OF INCOME?(yes or no) WELFARE _
SOCIAL SECURITY? PENSION? HOW MUCH DO YOU GET

KINDS OF WELFARE: AID TO DEPENDENT CHILDREN

BLIND DISABLLETY ~ ~_OLD AGE ASSISTANCE
HOUSING: DO YOU RENT AMOUNT OF RENT WEEK OR MONTH
DO Y0U OWN? AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE

UTILITY BILLS PER MONTH

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL ELEMENTARY COLLEGE
HUSBAND WIFE
JHURCH? ; OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

IF YOU ARE EMPLOYED WHAT SKILLS DO YDU HAVE?

WHAT KIND OF ADULT EDUCATION DO YOU THINK TEXT YOU NEED

%OULD YOU LIKE VOCATIONAL EDUCATION? SEWING DEPING

QOOEING .~ -~ OTEER

ARE OURREST ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES HELPFUL?

NAME OTHER THINGS THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO DO

HOW MUCH DOES CDGM HEADSTART HELP YOU?

IS HEADSTART NEEDED

SHOULD OTHER(PUBLIC OR CAP) OPERATE IT?

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE IT OPERATED

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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PLANS FOR COUNTY WIDE ORow..wdlZATION

ONE PERSON FROM EACH BEAT FOR FULLTIME WORK AS ORGANIZER. -
(WITH SMALL STIPEND.)

ORGANIZE EACH BEAT INTO FIVE (5) COMMUNITIES. (NORTH,
SOUTH, EAST, WEST AND CENTRAL.)

ELECT FIVE PERSONS FROM EACH BEAT TO SERVE ON A STEERING
COMMITTEE. (ONE (1) FROM EACH COMMUNITY.)

THE STEERING COMMITTEE WILL ELECT A CHAIRMAN TO SERVE FOR
NOT LESS THAN ONE (1) YEAR.

THE STEFRING COMMITTEE WILL ELECT SUB-COMMITTEES TO PLAN
IN EACH AREA OF WORK. THAT IS: A COMMITTEE ON VOTER
REGISTRATION, VOTER EDUCATION, ETC. ETC.

THERE WILL BE COMMITTEES IN EACH BEAT TO WORK WL TH IT'S
COUNTERPART ON THE COUNTY LEVEL.

THERE SHALL BE AN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE COMPOSED OF THE
CHATRMAN OF EACH COMMITTEE.

THERE SHALL BE PUBLIC MEETINGS IN EACH BEAT TO ELECT FIVE
(5) PERSONS TO THE STEERING COMMITTEE FOR THE COUNTY.

THE STEERING COMMITTEE ON NOMINATION OF THE EXZCUTIVE
COMMITTEE MAY ELECT A DIRECTOR. (OPTIONAL)

FINANCES: THERE SHALL BE ELECTED BY THE STEERING COMMIT'LER
A TREASURER WHO SHALL WHEN ORDERED GIVE A WRITTEN REPORT.

A- ALL MONIES SHALL BE DEPOSITED IN A BANK APPROVED BY
THE MADISON COUNTY MOVEMENT.

B-- THERE SHALL BE A COMMITTEE ON FINANCE.

C- THERE SHALL BE AN AUDITING COMMITTEE.

THERE SHALL BE A COUNTY WIDE CONVENTION AT LEAST ONCE EACH
YEAR. TIWENTY (20) DELEGATES SHALL BE ELECTED FROM EACH
BEAT. FIVE (5) FROM EACH COMMUNITY.

THE STEERING COMMITTEE OR MFEMBERS OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE
SHALL BE REMOVED FROM OFM'ICE BY PETITIONING FOR AN ELECTION
FOR THEIR REPLACEMENT.

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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PEQPLE IN SEARCH OF IDeNTITY

THE BLACK GRASSROOT PEOPLE OF MADISON COUNTY ARE CONTINUING
TO CRAVE THEIR IDENTITY IN A SOCIETY THAT HAS USED EVERY CON-
CEIVABLE OBSTACLE TO PREVENT THEIR DOING SO, WE ACCEPTED WITH
GRATITUDE ASSISTANCE WHEN AND WHERE-EVER IT WAS OFFERED. WE
ARE THE MADISON COUNTY MOVEMENT AND WE WILL NOT ACCEPT ANY
ASSISTANCE THAT WILL COST US OUR IDENTITY OR OUR RIGHT TO DE-
CIDE OUR OWN DESTINY.

NOW THAT WE ARE EMERGING, WE VOW TO NEVER AGAIN BE SWALLOW-
ED UP IN A SOCIETY WHOSE MAIN GOAL IS TO MAKE SURE THE BIACK
MAN'S IDENTITY BECOMES EXTINCT. A SOCIETY THAT, AS FAR AS THE
BLACK MAN IS CONCERNED, CALLS ALL THE SHOTS AND DOES ALL THE
SHOOTING o

NOW THAT FREEDOM IS CLOSER TO BEING A REALITY THAN BEING
THE ILLUSION IT WAS IN THE PAST, THE SCENE IS BEING FLOODED
WITH GLORY SEEKERS UNDER THE GUISE OF "QUALIFIED LEADERS" WANT-
ING TO TAKE OVER. WHY ARE THEY COMING FORWARD NOW INSTEAD OF
DOING SO IN THE PAST WHEN THEIR LEADERSHIP WAS SOLICTED? THERE
ARE LOTS OF OTHER QUESTIONS THAT N EED NON-ELUSIVE ANSWERS.
HERE ARE A FEW-- WHY ARE THEY SUDDENLY CONCERNED IN 1966? HAVE
THE STRINGS THAT MADE THEM PUPPETS BEEN CUT OR SLACKENED JUST
ENOUGH FOR THEM TO LEAD THE BLACK MASSES IN THE DI RECTION THE
WHITE POWER STRUCTURE WANTS THEM TO GO? ARE THEY TRYING TO
REPEAT HISTORY THAT FOLLOWED RECONSTRUCTION?

THE MADISON COUNTY MOVEMENT ALWAYS HAS AND' WILL CONTINUE
TO INSIST ON CHOOSING IT'S LEADERS. WE ARE FIRM BELIEVERS THAT
LEADERSHIP MUST BE EARNED, NOT INHERITED. EARNED LEADERSHIP
IS THE ONLY KIND THE MADISON COUNTY MOVEMENT WILL ACCEPT. WE,
THE MADISON COUNTY MOVEMENT, HAVE LITTLE IF ANY RESPECT FOR
PEOPLE THAT WANT TO TAKE OVER AFTER A PATH HAS BEEN BEATEN
THROUGH THE JUNGLE OF DANGER. WE ARE STANDING ON THE TRESHOLD
OF SAFETY.

THERE IS A CERTAIN ELEMENT OF BLACK PEOPLE MORE CONCERNED
ABOUT THEIR STATUS IN A WHITE SOCIETY THAN THEY ARE THE PRO-
GRESS OF THE BLACK RACE. NO MATTER WHAT THEIR STATUS IS, IN
THE EYES OF THE WHITE SOCIETY THEY ARE STILL JUST ANOTHER "DAM
NIGGER." SURELY THEY REALIZE THIS AND SOONER OR LATER MUST
ADMIT IT.

SO, COME WHAT MAY, WE ARE THE MADISON COUNTY MOVEMENT.
THAT IS OUR IDENTITY AND WE ARE GOING TO MAINTAIN IT AT ALL COST»

THE MADISON COUNTY MOVEMENT

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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MISSISSIPPI-CHICAGO PROJECT

At the Citizen's Crusade Against Poverty Conference in April in
Washington, D. C., a group of reprcsentatives from the 6 Community
Centers in Holmes County (all of them FDP members) were looking for
some outside help to get a poverty program started in and around Holmes
County in which the poor pecoplc could control their own program and
have the jobs AND WHICH WOULD REALLY HELP THE POOR PEOPLE.

At the Conference the 6 representatives met the Exccutive Secretary
of the Chicago Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA), Mr. John 0.
Root, and the Assistant Executive Secretary, Mr, Bruce Cole, who said
that the Chicago YMCA had a lot of experience in getting poverty programs
started and in having them run in such a way that the poor pcople
control their own program.

The Holmes County representatives invited the Chicago YMCA to
help write up a proposal and a whole day was spent by these two groups
in a meeting with people in the Migrant Branch of the Office of Economic
Opportunity trying to work out some ideas for a proposal.

As a result of that meeting a temporary proposal was written and
submitted to the Office of Economic Opportunity. Then Mr. Cole and L
other staff members from the Chicago YMCA flew down to Holmes and
iadison counties for 3 days to discuss these ideas and get instructions
about how the final proposal should be written. Many meetings were
held in both Holmes and Madison counties in those 3 days and the proposal
as it is now written (and it is still open to change if necessary)
came out of those meetings.

The Proposal is being written to turn in to the Migrant Branch

of 0.E.O, because the Migrant Branch can grant moncy for a Poverty

MDAH Archives and Records Services. 22
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Program without getting approval from the Governor., This is one
way the program is designed to keep control in the hands of the poor
pcoplec.

The Migrant Branch can only usc its money for training programs
for poor pcople who work for wages (day work) on somebody clse's farm,
or for people who own their own farm or work in town, but who make more
than onc hold of their money cach ycar from day work on somebody else's
farm,

This proposal, then, is for the very poor farm workers in Holmes
and Madison counties where therc will be 3 training centers in each
county, and Humphries, Yazoo, Rankin, and Carroll countics where there
will be onc training center in each county, The idca is that the

poorest pcople nced the help the most and should get help first,

The Program calls for training in:
(A) Reading, writing, and arithmetic for adults who did not
get a chance to go very far in school;
(B) Programs which would preparc pcople to get jobs or to get
into other training courses to get jobs. This would be
things like tractor rcpair, sewing, and so on,
(C) Training in things like health, spending moncy wisely,
starting co-ops and credit unions, typing and sccretarial skills,
citizenship, Negro history, house building, and repairing

houses, and so on,

There are also plans for a farm training program to help train
farmers how to grow and SELL ncw cash crops so they can make a living

for their families from their farms instead of having to depend on

MDAH Archives and Records Services. 23
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the littlc money they can get from growing just cotton.

The Proposal includes plans for 10 poor familics to be trained
in how to build their own houses, and then to build them in order to
show the government that the government should be having many more
programs like this one.

In all the parts of the program, students would be paid for attending
the classes or participating in the program. The pay would be about $30
a week, £Lach training center would train 100 pcople at a time and the program
is expected to last 60 wecks so that each center could have about 100
pcople for 30 wecks and 100 new students for the other 30 weeks.

ALSO, as part of the program, the Chicago YHCA will act as a
partner in Chicago and find places to market the vegetables and other
new crops, and to find other help that may be needed by the Mississippi
part of the program, including trying to get factories to move into the

countics involved in this proposal so therecan be jobs for more pecopie.

HOW DO THE LOCAL PEOPLE CONTROL THE PROGRAI1?

Each of the ten centers will have a committec of local people clected
to supervisc the running of that center, Besides that, this committee
will hire most of the staff of that center from the local community. This
committee will also elect 2 members to a Board of Directors for the whole-
six-county project. The Board of Directors will have 20 members from
the communities in Mississippi and 3 from the Chicago YMCA., It will have
gencral policy making authority for the whole project and will hire the
Project Director and his staff, The Chicago YMCA will have strict
responsibility to sce that the money is spent correctly but will not run
the project in Mississippi. The running of the project in Mississippi
will be up to the Board of Directors and the Project Director and his

staff,

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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INTRODUCTION

This proposal was prepared in response to human need in
Mississippi. It describes the concepts and programmatic im-
plications of rural leadership training. It suggests some
of the operating principles to be employed during the life
of the project.

Rural leadership training is not tetally different in
principle from leadership training in other phases of our
society. This type of tréadning has not been segmented, how;
ever, there are more problems and concerns to be addressed
when training for leadership in rural Mississippi. The rural
sector has not shared propostionaltely in programs designed
to alleviate the leadership vacuum.

We are far from the goal of closing the leadership gap
in rural Mississippi. The dynamic forces of a changing
society have created these serious gaps between the oppor-
tunities of rural and urban people and between rural and
urban areas. The leadership, cultural, social, and economic
gaps created as a by product of growth has marked rural

Mississippi as the most deprived state in the United States.

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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History and Assumptions SETE

The struggal for human rights marked the first concerted
effort by Negroes in Mississippi to exhibit their grass root
leadership potentials. This struggle has reversed the his;
tory of the unchanging South, where historically the Negro
community was powerless to control their future. While White
Mississippi America has become increasingly complex by poli-
tical, social and cultural interlocking agreement. Negro
Mississippi America has become more splintered by these same
interlocking agreements. There was some small ray of hope
with the Child Development Group of Migsissippi Head Start
Program to train the poor community for leadership. However,
with the establishment of Mississippi Action for Progress,
various Community Action Programs and the political candidates
fear of grass root leadership of the Negro community through
out the state it is doubtful if any leadership development
component will be funded through a federal source. Then it
becomes the duty of private sources to pick up this mantal.

It is assumed that if Mississippi is to develop, its
leadership will in turn influence this development. If this
leadership is appointed by those forces which desire the
status quo, then we are to assume that their choice will be
less then adequate.

The Negro community in Mississippi is characterized by
the follewing factors which clearly demonstrates a leadership

vacuum:

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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A. TFear of the unknown and uﬁ&évelo;W7,ww~v

B. The absence of & sense of community unity.

C. The absence of loyvalty to each other and in turn
to the larger society.

D. The breakdewn of family.

E. The basic distrust of leaders especially those

who have been identified by the power structure.

II. Purpose:

A.
B.

F.

To identify, recruit, counsel and train community leaders.
To identify, recruit and train those people to exhibit
leadership characteristics.

To conduct group officer's training sessions.

To conduct work shops which will meet needs of freedom
organizations and community groups which have a democratic
bases of operation.

To give on the spot consultant or advocate help to groups.

III. Plane of Operation:

A.

A staff of recruiterstrainers will be hired to recruit

and train leaders in selected communities. These communities

will be selected by the grantee in conciltation.

The staff will seek out those persons who exhibited their
desire for training.

As these persons are trained they will join the staff as
paid community leaders.

The project will seek to cooperate with groups in the pro-
cess of establishing a leadership institute.

The project will invest the majority of its resources

-3
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into its personnel - training r\fianpob_,vxb“faﬁd housing.

F. The project will have a small administrative staff.

IV. Special Features:

A, Poor Pedple Cooperation and others are presently seeking
funds to house a training institutes.

B. The National Federation of Settlements and Neighborhood
Centers Inc. have received funds from the Stern Family
Foundation to conduct a leadership training project in
Mississippi for the independent Community Centers in
Hinds, Madison and Rankin counties.

C. There are trained people available to acecomplish the
task. This is brought about by the unfunding of Child
Development Group of Mississippi. This personnel has

received special leadership from Transolve Inc.

V. Personnel:

A. Director 1

B. Bookkeeper - Secretary i

C. Leadership Training Director 1

E. Group Leaders 20
- b=
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VIII, Proposed Training Out Line: =

A. Offer Training
1. Election
&. President
b. Vice;President
c. Secretary
d. Treasurer
e. Parlimentarian
2. Duties
3. Function of Committees
L, Prgparlig reports
B. Technigues -~ Group
1. Sensitivity Training
2. Role - Playing
3. Brain Storming
C. Field Work
1. Canvassing
2. Survey
3. Techniques of mobilizing group
D. Techniques in Conflicts
1. Show for strength
2. Bargaining
3. Negotiation
E., Action ; Problem Solving
1. Group interaction

2. Dealing with apathy

e S
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This 4s an example of established Negro - White, not connideriﬁg

the will of the poor community.

The Hinds County Community Council, a poor people organization,
with a membership of over 2,000 in Hinds County voted in a

meeting not to support the bond issue. The bord provided $500,000
for predominently Negro schools-ard $1,000,000 for all White
schools. This shows that the Young Democrats are not providing

the leadership desired by the people. —
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Active leadership on the move, can make a change in the structure.

#NOTE: Taken from the Jackson Clarion Ledger.

- 10 =
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Mr. Robert Lee Williams, 33, a carpenter was elected to the
Board of Education in heavilly populated Jefferson County.
Seven other Negro candidates for the Board of Education were
defeated.

Williams background in Civil Rights protest is not a very
lengthy one. He has participated inuprotest marches and

bying boycotts in Jefferson County. DMore than 60% of the
property in Jefferson County is owned by Negroes. They should
get the henefits of the funds in that county.

e 11 =
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These are counties with active citizen
participation. Ioadorahip training
has been successful to a degree in
changing the social order.

There is still a lots to be achieved.

*NOTE: Whitley is a Negro candidate.

- 12 -
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BOLTON, MISSISSIPPI Ny —

o
-

The community center at Bolton burned to ._o gz-and June
12, 1966, Sunday before day by person or person unknown. No
one knows what happened nor has any one been officially charged.
There were many white people that din't want the community center

in the neighborhood because it represented a change.

The people of the communities that
make up Bolton have not given up.
They are meeting each week on Tuesday
at 7:00 P.M, and talking about ways

' to raise money to rebuild, the center.
iThey are discussing other programs
that could effectively fight poverty
conditions in their community. Adult
Education and Neighborhood Youth Corp.

Before the community center burned,

it was the only active community center
in Hinds county. It had a Head Start
(CDGM) Program for pre:school children and a teenager program enda
volunteer bases. It is interesting that the average income of white
people in Hinds county is $6,000 and on the other side of the cein,
the average income of non-white people is $2,500. Bolton is located
in the middle of the county.

MDAH Archives and Records Services.

Copyright 2015. Mississippi Department of Archives and History.



The community leadership which was the st rkers
in Bolton is giving leadership to a drive to r 46 community
center. There are & number of smaller communiﬁig;‘igcated around
Bolton if the center is to be reconstructed there must be coopera-

tion.

We recommend Mrs., Estella Herd be the contact and leader-
ship pergon for this community.

Mrs. Estella Herd, Post Office Box 294, Bolton, Mississippi;
Phone: 866-2258. Married (separated) has two children. Born
April 17, 1939. Attended Hill of Zion Elementary School and
Central High School of Newﬁrk, New Jersey, and Davis Beauty
School, Jackson, Mississippi. Work experience: Resource Teacher
for CDGM, Switch Board Operator at Mississippi College, File
Clerk at Burts Clothing Store, Newark, New Jersey, Operated a
Saturday and Sunday Nursery at Beth Sida Baptist Church in Newark,
New Jersey. She has a small degree of training in leadership or
organization, but she has sponsored many fund raising activities
to keep the CDGM Head Start operation going when it was on vol=-
unteer bases. This was for (12) weeks. She is presently working
with people to rebuild the center. At present Mrs. Herd is
coordinating the fund reaising activity for the centér, some of
the events are: Queen's Drives, Raffles, Very small donations
from churches have been gotten, and the old CDGM staff has given

contribution for this purpose.

.
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BEHIND THE COTTON CURTAIN

by Reverend James F. Quimby

Pastor, Durrell Memorial Methodist
Church in Bethlehem, N. H.

Director, White Mountains Parish

On a hot and dangerous road in Mississippi, in August of
1964, I met a student who asked me, "What is the news on the
home front?" After visiting a moment I said, "It is the folks
back home who are eager to hear what is happening on the
racial front."

We walked under the shade of a tree and I asked my co-worker,
“If you were not here giving your life to this cause, what would
you be doing back home at this time? He said, "At this moment
I would probably be sunning myself by the family swimming pool,
enjoying cold drinks, and mother's home-cooked iood."

Some of the young people rioting at Hampton Beach were in
sharp contrast to the type of student seen in Mississippi.

what motivated the students, many people asked. Love of
fellow man an indignation over gross injustice to human
beings in Mississippi, I heard them say. While this was not so
much cultivated by a traditional formal setting in their Hebraic-
Christian background, nevertheless personal contact with the
minister in discussion groups, in church and campus, was a
significant factor. Moreover, many of the students came from
homes which had a meaningful relationship with the church.

The most unselfish and dedicated young people found in
America today are among those serving the cause of human freedom
in Mississippi. It was a rare opportunity for Negro young people
shut off from the normal cultural contacts, as they lived behind
the Cotton Curtain, to rub elbows with Negro and white students
from famous Universities and Colleges across this great land of
America, and from Europe too, as we had some European students
working with us.

Moreover, it is most significant to know that 40% of the
students are staying on for the winter's work. The students ‘
laugh and say, "Mississippi is a good place to spend the winter."

Concerning my own motivation, I went to Mississippi because
I had preached the principles of human ireedom; this involved
others and they were doing something about it. It was no longer
feasible for me to enjoy the comfort of stained glass windows.
Men were dying for freedom in Mississippi. We were called
"first generation aliens." Remembering my long New England
background, this amused me. &
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Behind the Cotton Curtain

It does not take long to travel, mostly by air, and drop
down behind the Cotton Curtain in Mississippi, to see a state in
the hate and heat of turmoil. Ministers from many denominations,
sponsored by the National Council of Churches, responded to the
emergency call of service. I traveled alone to Jackson, and there
met other leaders from all parts of the United States. Profes-
sional groups went at their own expense or with contributions made
by friends. 1In all, there were about 400 ministers, 300 lawyers,
60 doctors, many nurses, and agricultural leaders. All of these
people were not in the state for the entire summer, but came and
went as they could possibly spare the time. At all times many
of these wcrtkers were present.

The basic local unit that offered a spring board for the
activities were the Freedom Houses. This was the principal
local office. In each Freedom House there were from 35 to 75
workers depending upon the project at hand.

My first day was spent learning the technique of surviving
attack against my person, where I was at liberty to use only
non-violent means of protection. I was not permitted to strike
back when attacked.

At Freedom House, and in the home of our hostess, we checked
in and out constantly, putting down on paper what time we were
expected to return. If any one of us was not back to home base
at the specified time, then a hunt went out for us immediately,
and if in a reasonable time we were not located, the state
headquarters of the FBI was immediately notified.

I went on many field trips with the students, giving them
what protection I could, or were they protecting me? When a
white girl student went to the police station to register, the
police told her what dire things would happen to her living in
a Nego home. This girl later said, as did others, "I was treated
just as if I were a daughter in the home."

For my daily schedule, I tried not to be tied down to any one
project. There was too much in the overall work to see. I
assisted in voter registration, and observed people threatened
with the loss of thir homes, and jobs, and life itself, because
they attempted to vote.

Some days I went to Freedom Schools and saw boys and girls
in discussion classes in American history and interpreting current
events. Freedom Rallies were a daily occurrence and always thrill-
ing. Here, one heard the freedom songs in their native habitat
and saw a people that reminded me of my revolutionary forbears in
New England dumping tea into Boston Harbour because they were
rebelling against taxation without representation.
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When school sessions were held near the plantations there
were, of course, no restaurants where one could drop in for lunch,
To see the Negro people come to the church with a hot dinner on a
platter was something that moved me deeply. The plantation owner
growled, but the dinner tasted supremely good. The college kids
were always hungry.

I never passed up an opportunity to go into Negro homes and
talk with the people. Listening was two-thirds of the Chaplain's
job, and it proved to be the r~st valuable use of my time.

One Negro lost his life, his widow told us, because after he
remodeled his house, a white man with a much poorer house, wanted
to trade. The proud Negro people told us about their young
people aspiring to go to college, or how many of their youngsters
had migrated north in search of better jobs. The pictures of
their young people lined the mantles of their homes. The leaders
of the Freedom Schools wanted the young people to stay in
Mississippi, and build there a better society. The Negro is not
acting the way he is supposed to act as a passive member of low
caste.

By and large the students were mature, utterly fearless, and
completely consecrated to the long task ahead.

Some of the young people jokingly asked me, "What does a
movie house look like?" and, "Did you bring with you a picture
of a dance hall?" For security reasons, the students could
neither attend a movie or a dance. Once in awhile they had a
little release from work by celebrating a student's birthday
with ginger ale and a simple cake, prepared by the Negro hostess.

The students' dress was especially plain, with an emphasis
on work shirts and slacks for both boys and girls. This was
done because they were surrounded by watchful eyes that were
super-critical, and ever hopeful that the students would make a
mistake. In this way, the public could not say that the students
were trying to make themselves attractive to the opposite sex,
‘either white or Negro.

The youthful workers were both Negro and white and mostly
from the northern states, though some were from the south, who
had rebelled against their indoctrination in segregation and were
working out their own problem in freedom. They worked together,
rode in integrated automobiles, but never with evenly matched
couples. This was not that they distrusted one another, but to
discourage any matchmaking. The project was an exceedingly
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serious one involving life and death and the stakes were high,
no less than a man's freedom.

At least three of the students gave up their lives, and many
others willingly bore the brunt of personal insults, and assaults
by the white racist who, in his ignorance and guilt, reacted in
rage and violence. Charges of communism were, as always in
pioneering work, hurled against the project. This goes with the
trade. In Mississippi, communism means anything that the people
of the state dislike or with which they disagree. This is a very
convenient interpretstion, an'! why the FBI refuses to take the
charge sericusly.

There were many local people who worked in the far flung
project and of these people, most of them were Negro young people
from the towns and cities of Mississippi. Every important unit
in the project was manned by Negro youth. This is of utmost
importance because, when the victory of equality and freedom
comes, as come it will, it cannot be accurately said, " This is
something we whites did for you." The Negro is gaining his own
freedom and in the process, setting the white man frce.

The Negro is gaining valuable experience in leadership,
breaking down old caste lines of segregation, and integration,
and the white man is showing that he can take orders from a Negro
leader. This practice was jarring on the mentality of native
whites all around us who were preaching the ungodly, non-biblical
doctrine of white supremacy.

We observed that the basis of people's bigotry is a hangover
from their childhood conception of the Negro. He is supposed
to be a player in the inferior role of the racial caste system.
In childhood we saw the Negro as a shoe shine boy, pancake maker,
and in the old agricultural setting of the south, as a mule
driver. Now he is shooting for the stars, and some are getting
there, and more arrivals are on the way. This is throwing the
white man of£f balance. One more childhood fantasy is shattered.

We had southern whites ask, "Did you run out of evil.up.
north, and out of work to do?" To one who asked me this question
T said, "According to your reasoning, Jesus would not have left
Nazareth, and Paul would not have left Tarsus." The Negro people
deeply appreciated our presence, and some of the whites who see
the entrenched evil of segregation. My two weeks in Mississippi
simply confirmed what anyone is privileged to read in Dr. James
W. Silver's book, "Mississippi the Closed Society." Dr. Silver
has been teaching history at the University of Mississippi for
twenty-cight years and he says that it is not only a privilege,
but the responsibility of fellow Americans to come to Mississippi
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and help to end the evils of a closed society. Our days behind
the Cotton Curtain were more dangerous than one would find during
the same summer behind the Iron Curtain.

The work was organized by COFO (Council of Federated
Organizations) which was an amalgamation of the civil rights groups
in cooperation with the National Council of Churches. The
objective is to set both the white man and the Negro free.

One of the reasons the students came to Mississippi was to
stop the ind!scrimina* : killiny of Negroes. If the murdered
civil rights workers in Philadelphia, Mississippi, had all been
Negroes, it is a shameful thing to say, it would not have caused
as much furor as it did. Hundreds of white students, along with
Negro youth arrived, and the killing lessened, even though the
bombings and the beatings did not cease.

The white and Negro students are under constant pressure
in a hostile world. We had white students who felt the need to
worship in a church of their own Methodist conference in Canton
on Sunday, and in various Mississippi communities. Both boys and
girls were ordered out of the church and local townspeople met
them in the streets afterward, knocked them down on the sidewalk,
beat and kicked them.

When, in one Presbyterian Church in Canton, the minister was
told during the service that students from the north had been
turned away from the door, he stopped the serxrvice, indicated that
the people were unworthy to receive God's grace, and stepped out
of his pulpit. This was an exceedingly courageous act that could
have cost him his life right there in the church. One Methodist
minister in Jackson, after serving the church for 16 years, resigned
for a similar reason, that Negro people came to worship and
were denied.

To stand by the Negroes, the students came to the state.
The ministers, Rabbis, and some Roman Catholic priests came to
support and defend the students. Affectionately, the students
called this "The coming of the Professions;" lawyers, social
workers, some business men and agricultural advisors also found
their way behind the Cotton Curtain.

It cannot be overemphasized that we lived in Negro homes.
One purpose of this was to drive another nail in the coffin of
the old caste system. The Negro homes in which we lived were a
cross section of the area and the people that we worked with,
were representative of Negro people in the state. Some were
middle class homes, and some were humble. Because of the
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deliberately depressed wages, and the dual system of wages,

where the white man receives a better hourly rate even though in
the heat his production is often less, few modern facilities were
available in some homes. Some of the students had fruit juice
for breakfast and some did not. I was one of the lucky ones and
so I enjoyed my fruit juice the same as I would have back in the
mountains of Bethlehem, New Hampshire.

Derogatory racial remarks about the quality of Negro homes
are frequently heard from northern tourists, who do not bother
to acquaint themselve= with tt« background of conditions, as they
drive through the soucaern countryside. These tourists frequently
ask, "Why do the Negro people have TV aerials when the home
lacks paint and other affluent appointments?" Remember that the
Negro lives in a drab environment and the coming of TV was a
miracle to him that it might not be to you, also it proved to
be a godsend because it was here on TV that the Negro learned
that his fellow Negro brethren were coming to the top to do battle
for his freedom. The drama of it all was on his screen.

The Negro people lack opportunity to build and maintain a
home as you and I conceive of opportunity. Running water is
frequently not available, wages are too low to afford artésian
wells, and most of the Negro people do not own or even possess a
single piece of paper showing rental rights to the property. At
the whim of the plantation owner the Negro people, overnicht, can
be dispossessed of everything. Moreover, over the years the Negroes
have been psychologically crippled due to slavery, and to its step-
child segregation. He has a real problem with his lack of incentive
and motivation. Here is one of the reasons why the Negro is strugglinc
to establish himself in the mainstream of American society, to
build up his pride, and to discover his identity.

Nowhere is the injustice to the Negro more clearly seen than
in this dual system of income. The average yearly income for the
whites is $2,023 and for the Negro $606. Incredible as it may seem,
the fact is the Negro furnishes 40% of the work force only 4%% of
his numbers are allowed to work in factories.

It does not take much imagination to see how this evil shows
up in many phases of the Negro life, as it would manifest itself in
your life and mine. The evil is clearly seen in housing; 75% of
Negro houses have no piped water and 70% of the houses have no flush
toilets, no bathtubs and no showers. With this income, how could
the amenities of life be purchased?

After a hot day how can a Christian enjoy hiw own fresh shower
when he knows that his brother in Christ has no such comfort?
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Living in Negro homes gave the doctors an opportunity to mend
the wounds of the civil rights workers, study family diets, and
counsel about planned parenthood. The experience in integrated
living, gave the lawyers an opportunity to counsel with the people
in their long denied legal services, and it gave ministers first-
hand experiences in pastoral counselling.

Likewise, living with Negro people forever put on ice the myth
that Negro homes or people have a less appealing smell than among
whites.

One cou:ld readil, see in Mississippi the results of treating
people as less than human beings. The judgment of God is upon us
for comfortably living in a society where, as Dr. Silver says,
"the white idiot is superior to the Negro genius." We debased the
Negro, damaged the Negro psychologically, nearly crippled him
spiritually, treated him in an inferior way so that we brought out
of the Negro, sometimes at least, inferior behaviour-reactions,
instead of bringing out his best. As Malcolm X says: "The worst
crime the white man has committed has been to teach us to hate
ourselves."

Let us not lose sight of what we are trying to do in working
for freedom in Mississippi. Surely we are to assist the Negro to
escape the tyranny of segregation, but also we are to assist the
whites in opening up a closed society. For years, Mississippians
have been living under the great lie that a white closed society
is a good society, ordained by God and that any means, fair or foul,
are justified in perpetuating this society.

To cut through this closed society, in order to communicate
with the Negro people, the best way was to live in Negro homes.
OQur purpose was to come to know the Negro. The white southerner
has often said that he knew the Negro. On the contrary, because
the first law of life is survival, all the Negro let the white man
know of his inner feelings was what the white man wanted to hear.
I expect that we were about the first white people in the history
of this country to live officially in southern Negro homes, and
because the Negro people had nothing to fear from us, for the
first time they really told white people what was on their minds.
They took us immediately into their confidence and told, for
example, how deeply they resent the white people for not calling
them by their courtesy titles, "Mr.", "Mrs.," and "Miss", how
bitterly they feel toward the white man because of their sexual
aggressions against their women, their resentment over wages that
are deliberately depressed for Negro people, and many decent jobs
- not being open to Negro people at all, even Post Office jobs that
are supposed to be on the basis of competitive exams. In Canton
the Negro people told about the Matrons Club," where the white
women meet and all agree to pay the colored domestics the same
discouragingly low wage.
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The size of the struggle in Mississippi for Negro freedom
impressed me. Voter registration is a very important aspect.
This is not being as politically partisan as it scunds, bacause
in Mississippi only one politizal party really exists. The Negro
did not want to form a third psrty. Numbering 42% of the popu-
lations and not being represented, the Negroes did the smart thing
by challenging the existing party, in their Freedom Democratic
Party. We shall hear much more about this movement in the future
as the Negro becomes a first class citizen. It is my own opinion
that two strong parties are needed in Mississippi such as the
Republican and the Democratic >rganizations.

No wrongs are more outstanding than uniust voting laws in
this state. When a person registers to vote his or her name is
published for two weeks in the paper. Thisz serves the purpose
of alerting the White Citizens' Council, who in turn work on any
person who has a leverage over the would-be voter. The voter is
thus discouraged to vote by ways of having the rent raised, wages
lowered, employment cut off or eviction from the land and house.
These evictions will necessitate rows of tents to be set up. The
World Council of Churches, as it begins its Delta Mimistry this
winter, will experience this distress and suffering.

Freedom Schools were also conducted by the students. Among
other subjects taught was American History with a special emphasis
upon Negro pride, indicating to him what he has never been told
before. The Negro has made a very great contribution to American
history. What this contribution is, is spelled out in detail;
the Negro growth in the performing arts, for example, and prowess
on the American Olympic teams, Negro scientists, theologians and
philosophers, Negro music which dominates the field, poetry and
drama. Also taught, were freedom songs which the students loved
to teach and the Negro boys and girls and young people loved to
sing. Deep in the South it was thrilling to hear an old favorite,
"We Shall Overcome." Some Native white Mississippians loved to
sing these Negro freedom songs, too. The Freedom Schools also make
up for the unequal education offered by the Public Schools. As. Dr.
Silver points out in his book, "Mississippi the Closed Society,"
local expenditures for school facilities are $81.86 per capita
for the white child and $21.77 for the colored. Practically all
the good libraries are also closed to the Negro people.

Libraries were set up by the Freedom Schools.

Community centers are a very significant link in the freedom
movement. Here the Medical Committee on Human Rights does its
work, research is carried on, social workers plan their duties
and they serve as a place for legal consultations. Farmers'
leagues are organized.
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I asked a high United States government official why in the
burning of all of these Negro churches and bombings, the guilty
went unpunished. This official told me that it was alleged that
members of the police structure were in many cases burning the
Negro churches. When I told this to a group of local Negro people,
I thought I had alarming news for them, but they said that they had
known this all along. Fortunately, not all the police throughout
the United States are of this caliber.

The Negro loves his church and when he sees arson in the house
of God performed by supposedly law enforcement officers whose
salaries he rays out of his rcout and taxes, his soul resentment
runs heavy.

But the Negro still carries on. We saw Negrc parishes come
to their smoldering ruins on a Sunday morning and hold a church
service even in the ashes, and large well taught church schools
with full classes, with nothing but charred rocks and bricks upon
which to sit. The northern ministers said that they would trade
the spirit which they saw manifested by the ruins, with the spirit
which some of them have in their staid and comiortable, complacent
parishes back home. One could not help but think of the words
of Isaiah, “The bricks have fallen down, but we will build with
hewn stones; the sycamores are cut down but we will change them
into cedars." 1Isaiah 9:10.

Let us see how the White Citizens Council operates in an
actual case. In Canton, Mississippi, directly across from our
Freedom House, a man by the name of George Washington, Sr., Negro,
operates a very successful grocery store. Mr. Washington owns
the Freedom House and the land on which it stands. The students
and staff needed a base from which to operate their work and so
they rented the place from Mr. Washington.

The Citizens Council, not wanting Freedom House to exist,
jnitiated in the business community all kinds of reprisals against
Mr. Washington, including a severe billy &lub blow from the police
over his eye. The reprisals took the form, among other things, of
asking all his wholesale dealers to refrain from letting him have
any produce. This made it necessary for Mr. Washington to drive
all the way to Jackson on a dangerous road to secure supplies.
However, a little ray of hope came into the situation later when
a few wholesale dealers returned and some additional ones came to
do business with an altogether very fine citizen, the owner and
operator of the grocery store. Incidentally, the students loved
Mr. Washington, he is sort of a father to them, and his store
carries everything from apples to shoe laces and straw hats. It
could also be noted that Mr. Washington has a very intelligent
son, who this year is entering Tugaloo College, George Washington, Jr
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Mississippi is boasting the most crime free state in the nation.
If the state reported crimes committed against its citizens by
the police and by white people against Negroes, the record would
" be vastly different.

Every day in Mississippi we saw the brutal results of denying
personality to the Negro individual. Coming out of the days of
slavery when the Negro was property, and hence regarded as a
"thing," not as a person, it is always "open season" to kill
Negroes. VWe hope to see the time when the people, both north and
south, will live up to their Hebraic-Christian faith and regard
the Negro as a person, the sar« as you and I like to be regarded
as a person Here tihe Bible speaks directly to the point, "God
created man in His own image." Let us note that this does not
say that God created the white man in His own image, but jut
plain basic man. Or as Jesus asked the guestion in Matthew 12:12,
"How much then is a man better than a sheep?"

The racist has first to build a theology to alibi, or
rationalize, his way out of the unhuman trcatment of the Negro.
The racist has first to do this in order to live with himself,
because guilt is too strong a medicine to absorb. Thus, in order
to treat the Negro as an animal, he has first to establish that
he is an animal, or at best an inferior breed. The racist perverts
the Bible through weird interpretations, and thus tries to use
the Bible to defend his position.

Hitler's approach was similar. Hitler knew that he wanted
to annihilate the Jews so he told the lie often enough, he said,
so everyone would believe it, that the Jews were swine. Thus,
he inflamed passions across Germany and the logical outcome was
slaughter.

Here in America the racist has long taught that a white idiot
is superior to a Negro genius. The distress in this system is
nowhere greater seen than in the large number of Negro people on
relief and in anti-social situations.

First, the Mississippian denies the Negro education and this
leaves him with no skills. We saw among Negro people, both men
and women, what a very large number of them were shut off from
decent jobs. This makes necessary a hand-to-mouth existence.

The slightest set back in the family--an accident, an illness,
makes the Negro family immediately a ward of the state, or as

we say, on relief. Thus, the white Mississippian condemns the
Negro for not being able to make the grade, dependent upon the
relief system, that the white man has forced on the Negro through
depressed Negro wages, menial jobs, denial to Negroes of many
rchabilitation programs offered by our modern society, and a
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crude justice in the court room less merciful than that offered to
whites.

Though the Negro must not hide behind excuses, one can readily
see that rejection and non-acceptance, discouragement and frustra-
tion, lead to unhealthy outlets. Would we, living under similar
circumstances, present a higher moral image?

Moreover, when will Mississippi people be wise enough to see
that as they depress so large a proportion of their population
(2.3 million people, 42% of whom are Negro) that they themselves
are depressed, or as they would upgrade Negro jobs, education,
housing, and wublic acrommodations on an equal basis, that the whites
would be upgraded, also, the intelligence level as a whole imroved,
ignorance rooted out, and a general level of prosperity achieved?

All of us found many reasons to admire the extraordinary
courage and great bravery of the Negro people. We were amazed to
see how many of them had risen above "the system" and had retained
their pride and dignity, in spite of suffering for so many years
under humiliation and insult. For hundreds of years the Negro
people have lived under intimidation, beatings, violence and death.

As Mormons built a monument to the Seagulls who saved them
from starvation on the western desert, so the people of Mississippi
should build a monument to the students who are saving them from
their self-inflicted internal destruction. The old white power
structure which must disappear for the good of the country, thought
that the students were leaving Mississippi at the end of the summer
and then their state could go back into the old rut. The fact
remains that 40% of the students are remaining, they are so dedi-
cated to the cause that they are giving up a year of their schooling.
However, I heard that some would be rewarded by scholarship funds
when another year rolls around. Thus more and more institutions and
people are becoming involved in the biggest struggle of our century.

Friends, what are you willing to do to assist your darker
skinned brethren to achieve their complete freedom to work, live,
travel, educate and worship on the same basis that you use these
responsibilities and privileges?

You are familiar with the story, perhaps so familiar that it
doesn't mean anything to you anymore. Let us revive its meaning.
It is a story that Jesus told, after being asked, "Who is my neighbor?"
You recall how Jesus said, a man was going to Jerusalem and fell among
thieves. Our brethren, both white and colored in Mississippi are in
great distress. We need to release them from their bondage, segrega-
tion, and fear. We are on this earth together and we must live and
work together with mutual respect.
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How They Organize in Jackson

(When a boycott for justice
sweeps Jackson, Miss., the head-
quarters of the White Citizens
Council, it is national news. This
“how-we-are-doing-it” article is
written by one of the partici-
pants.)

By JOHN R. SALTER, JR.

JACKSON, Miss.—For the first
time in its history, this city is ex-
periencing a far-flung Negro ac-
tion economic boycott which—de-
spite arrests, threats, and other
harassment—is showing consider-
able signs of ultimate success.

The boycott is aimed at ending
discrimination against Negro
workers and consumers in this un-
happy citadel of the White Citi-
zens Council, where nearly all of
the business is owned by white
people who adhere rigidly to the
official mores of Mississippi

PICKETS who faced a corps of 50 to 100 policemen and sure arrest
to demonstrate in support of Jackson, Miss., boycott included (from
left) Rupert Crasford, Charles Bracey, Ronald Mitchell, Walter
Mitchell, and John R. Salter, with Mrs. Eldri Salter at front. Also
arrested but not shown in picture were Dorie Ladner and Bette Anne
Poole. Boycott leaders say there will be more picketing.

Highlights of the Month

James Meredith enrolled at Ole Miss for the second semester,
reversing earlicr indications that he might not because of continuing
persecution. But another Negro attempting to enter, Dewey Green,
was refused. The Federal Government dropped charges against Gen.
Edwin A. Walker, accused of helping incite Ole Miss riots last fall,
after a Federa! grand jury in Mississippi refused to indict him. The
new governor of Alabama, George C. Wallace, shouted defiance to
desegregation orders as he took office.

In contrast. however, Negroes entered peacefully for the first
time at Tulane University in New Orleans and Clemson College in
South Carolina (see page 3). And the governor of North Carolina,
Terry Sanford. called on his state to insure equal employment to
Negroes.

The U.S. Justice Department filed suits to desegregate public
schools in six Deep South districts near defense installations. Included
were Huntsvill: and Madison County, Ala., Mobile, Ala., Biloxi and
Gulfport City, Miss., and Bossier Parish, La.

In Washington, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down the last of
Virginia’s massive resistance laws. This one has restricted the role
of the NAACY in integration cases, by holding the promotion of
desegregation suits constituted “improper solicitation of legal busi-
ness.” The Court said the statute violated the First Amendment to the
U.S. Constitutién.

Every business in the eco-
nomic nerve center of Jackson
—downtown Capitol Street—is
under boycott, plus selected
other businesses in outlying
areas. In all, 127 business estab-
lishments have experienced a
dramatic fall-off in Negro trade.

There are 70,000 Negro resi-
dents in the Jackson area, which
has a total population of about
150,000. The boycott is currently
estimated at being at least 60 to
65 per cent successful. It will
continue—week after week and
month after month—until its
equalitarian demands have been
met.

On December 12, my wife and
myself and four students—all of
us NAACP members and all from
Tougaloo College — officially
launched the boycott by picketing
in front of the Woolworth store
in the center of the downtown
area.

We were immediately arrest-
ed by 50 or so policemen on a
charge of “obstructing the side-
walk” — an offense punishable
by six months in jail and a $500
fine. After two days we were
released on $500 bonds.

Our arrests produced an im-
mediate reaction. Mayor Allen
Thompson of Jackson, quite sensi-
tive indeed to the wishes of the
Citizens Councils, went several
times on radio and TV, and be-
fore meetings of city officials and
businessmen, to threaten to line
Capitol Street with “1,000 police-
men” to prevent picketing. The
pickets, said he, were “outside ag-
itators who are trying to destroy
our city.”

While the mayor was ranting,
the students at Tougaloo College
mobilized and held a series of ac-
tion-oriented mass meetings in
which leaflet distributing team;
were lined up, a chain telephon
call system was set up, and dele
gations were organized to visit

the many Negro caurches in the
area.

When we got out of jail, our
home—which is on the college
campus — became converted to
boycott headquarters, and my
wife and other ladiss began cook-
ing a seemingly endless supply
of food and coffee for the boycott
workers who came and went.

About this time, the SNCC
Freedom Singers airived on cam-
pus—and from thai time onward,
everyone has been singing as they
work.

Christmas drew near. All over
Jackson, students from Tougaloo
and other schools, as well as
adults, worked on the boycott.
On December 21, two more
NAACP student members from
Tougaloo picketed in front of
Woolworth and werz immediately
arrested on the “obstructing”
charge, iled. ard released on
$500 bonds.

By this time, th: mayor had
posted—not his threatened “1,000”
—but at least 100 policemen on
Capitol Street. Dozens of police
began to travel through the Ne-

(Continued on Page 3).

See Speecial
Supplement

With this issue, the Pa-
triot publishes a special
supplement on the expan-
sion of Operation Freedom
into Mississippi. This is a
move to ease the suffering
of thousands penalized for
trying to vote 2nd a deve-
lopment too iraportant to
cover adequately in our
regular space. We call your
attention to the supple-
ment and urge you to act.

The Southern

Vol. 21 No. 2

PATRIOT = -

Published by the Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc.

Vietory By Protest

The civil rights movement won two major victories in Mississippi
during the past month. Each is important not only for itself but as
an illustration of the power of organized protest against injustice.

One was the case of Clyde Kennard, young Negro who was
sentenced to seven years in prison on a charge of cnicken-feed theft
after he tried to enroll at Mississippi Southern University. (See
January Patriot.)

Kennard, who is critically ill with cancer, had been in prison over
two years. In just about two months after publicit: and protest over
the case became nationwide, Gov. Koss bBarnett svsy ‘aded mis sentence
and freed him. (Immediately after his release, Kennard entered a
Chicago hospital for treatment.)

The second case was that of Ivanhoe Donaldsor. and Ben Taylor,
Michigan students who were arrested on narcotics charges when they
took food and medicine to Negroes being harassed for trying to vote
in the Mississippi Delta. Police claimed there wers narcotics in the
medicine. (Background also in January Patriot.)

Donaldson and Taylor faced the possibility of long prison terms.
After protests flowed into both Mississippi and Washington from
across the country, a grand jury in Clarksdale, Miss., refused to indict
them.

Aaron Henry, Mississippi president of the NAACP, called it a
“tremendous victory for all the people of this nation who raised their
voices in protest against this injustice.”

(People answered the arrests with more food shipments as
well as protests, and ironically the jailing of Donaldson and Taylor
helped turn what had started with a few students into a nationwide
relief drive for Mississippi.)

What really h d? Pangs of i among segr ionist
officials? Embarrassment at being made to look like ogres before
the world—or a desire to keep the Federal Government off their necks?

There is no real way to know, but the important thing is that
the decent people of this country can make their voices heard, even
in the Deep South. When they write a letter, send a telegram, or pick
up a telephone, it does make a difference. If more people realized
this, justice would win more often.

U.S. Lawyers
Show How
Not To Win

(By Staff Correspondent)

AMERICUS, Ga. — While the
civil-rights movement was win-
ning the victories recounted at
left, the U.S. Justice Department
was providing a good illustration
01 how not to defeat Soutfiern
racists in a Federal court case
here.

The case was that of Denver
Edgar Short, deputy town mar-
shal of Sasser, Ga., in nearby
Terrell County, charged by the
Justice Department with run-
ning three student voter-regis-
tration workers out of town at
gunpoint.

This Southwest Georgia area
is where interracial teams from
the Student Nonviolent Coordi-
nating Committee (SNCC) have
been braving violence and terror
to register voters. (See December
Patriot.) The incident with Dep-
uty Short occurred at the end of
last summer. The Justice Depart-
ment filed charges in January—
after widespread criticism that it
was doing nothing to protect the
registration campaign.

The case was crucial. Charles
Sherrod, director of the SNCC

(Continued on Page 4).

Deep South Action Spurs the Southwest

By BOB ZEI LNER

(Special Corresiondent)

I also spoke at two student young Negro and a young white events are segregated and cam-

5 The heroism, dedication and
. pure bravery exhibited by stu-
dents and other militant freedom
fighters in the Deep South has
inspired students in the South-
west to organize and start action
of their own to eliminate discrim-
ination.

During a recent field trip
through the Southwest I had a
unique opportunity to gauge this
effect. On a 2,000-mile trip, I
visited some 15 colleges and

<
e

AFTER 35 YEARS on one |
tation, this woman was drive spoke to about 330 students.

the land for registering to °
She is typical of thousands b (The author of this article is
harassed in Mississippi and 'on the staff of the Student Non-
nessee and for whom Operaviolent Coordinating Committee

Freedom is seeking help. (SNCC). For more recent mews

of him, see page 4.)
e ®
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conferences: the state conference
of the Arkansas Methodist Stu-
dent Movement (MSM) and the
organizational conference of
the new Southwest Student Ac-
tion Coordinating Committee
(SSACC).

One of the purposes of this
tour was to promote the SSACC
conference held in Dallas, Tex. I
also sought to inform students of
the work of the Student Non-
violent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC) and to interest them in
doing effective work in their own
areas.

When T arrived at the Univer-
sity of Arkansas, I went to the
Wesley Foundation House. As I
entered the living room, I saw a

man sitting deep in conversation.

Soon I became aware that the
two earnest conversationalists
were discussing world peace. Re-
~onditioned Southerner that I am,
I was thrilled to see these young
Americans, bota from the South,
discussing peace as plain, every-
day human beings.

The assistant director of the
Wesley House arranged a meet-
ing for me with several students.
We discussed possible projects for
the University students, and I
asked them what some of their
problems were.

I learned that even though the
school has been desegregated for
several years, sports are still for
white students only, some social

pus housing is totally segregated.
The Wesley House is the only
place where Negro and white stu-
dents can live together.

As I am writing this several
weeks later, I learn that students
at the University of Arkansas
are demonstrating for the re-
moval of segregated housing.
This, I think, is largely the re-
sult of the inspiration they have
received from students in the
Deep South who have stood up to
be counted.

The Arkansas students are also
negotiating for integration of
theaters in Fayetteville, where
the University is located. In past
weeks, they have conducted sit-in

(Continued on Page 4).
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™ | i Voter Regishahm

SUBJECT FILE

Reproduced below is a facsimile
of the form currently in use for 4/18/55
registration: . GNB:gnb

SWOEN WRITTEN APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION

(By reason of the provisions of Section 244 of the Constitution
of Mississippi and House Bill No. 95, approved March 24, 1955, theé
applicant for registration, if not physically disabled, is required
to fill in this form in his own handwriting in the presence of the
registrar and without assistance ow suggestion of any other person or
memorandum, )

}1. Write the date of this appliocation:

2?3UWhat is ‘your full name?

3. State your age and date of birth:

4. wWhat is your occupation?

Bs Where 1s your business carried on? ;
e .
; -

6. By whom are you employed? o o

7. Are you a citizen of the United States and an inhabitant of
' ﬁississippiz

8. For how long have you resided in Mississippi?

9. Where is your place of residence in the district?

10, Speocify the date when such résidence began:

11, State your prior place of residence, if any:

12, Check which oath you desire to take: (1) General (2)

Minister's (3) Minister's Wife (4) If under 21 years

at present, but 21 years by date of general election
13. If there i1s more than one person of your same name in the pre-

cinct, by what name do-you wish to be called?

14, Have you ever been convicted of any of the féllowing crimes:
‘bribery, theft, arson, obtaining money or goods under false '
pretenses, perjury, forgery, embezzlemént, or bigamy?

15, If your answer to Question 14 is "Yes ", name the crime or crimes

of whieh you have been counvicted, and the date and place of such

conviction or convictions:

16, Are you a minister of the gospel in charge of an organized church,

or the wife of such a minister?

17, If yodr answer to Question 16 is "Yes", state the length of your

residence in the electlon district:

MDAH Archiﬁes and Records Services.
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18, Write and dopy in the space below,FSéction v of the
Constitution of Mississippi: o

Constitutién. and point out same to applicant,) .

-of the section of the Constituticn of Mississippi which you have
Just copied: ‘ .

20, Write in the space below a statement“setting forth your under-

standing of the duties and obligations of citizenship under a
constitutional form of government,

21, Sign and attach hereto the oath or affirmation named in
-Question 12 ) '

(Instruction to Registrar: You-w;il“désignate the section of "the

19, Write in the space below a reasonzble interpretation (the meaning)

%;‘g&

" The applicant will sign his name
here. re
STLTE OF MISSIS3IPPI
COUNTY OF

Sworn to and subscribed before me by the within named

on this the, .- day of
19 .

COUNTY, REGISTRAR

aa00S

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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1o
3.
1,
Se

Te

MINISTERS QUISTIONAIRE

Hames

A - T O\ T W S W TG A AT L 4

Church:

Decnominations?

Addrcss:

What arca canvagsods?

Numbor of pcople visitcd:

General Rosponsosd

Did you have any contact with whitec comrmunity? Exploine e

%

Did you have any contact with polico? Explaine

- - - 1
10 G¢ive your imnressions of community, ¢valuvation of your worly,
> y 9 ’

what you think can bo donc,

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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DAILY V-R CANVASS REPORT

Dete:
1. DNeme of Canvasser in Charge:
2. Members of Teom:
3. No. of Homes Visited: . 4, No. of Porsons Contected: v
D+ Gonerel Area Covereds:
6. No. of Persons who Promised to Register:
7. DNo. of Persons who Refused to Registcr:
§. Were you cordially rececived?s
9. Did you have difficulty in gotting people to fill out the Freedom Registration
Forms?
10, What arc the basic fears of those contocted?:

1L. What, in your opinion, can bc donc to countcrect thesc fears?:

12, Your rcaction to the attitudec of thosec contacted:;

13. Your suggestions, comments and rccormmcndations:

(use back of sheet if nocessary)

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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Fill out canvass sheets in detel.

1.

2, vhen canvassing, explaing

. be FPFreedom Schools

¥
i

(tell them the times and plases for a specific week)
from time to time

et Court House
County-wide lass Heetings

¢, Community Cemters
Lotal Mass

de
LD
o
e

3 m gl mmm
mmm

m m%m Mmm M
w. mmw i) iy
HTHIT mm i
ﬁ: mmmam

MM wm i m Y H

mw 12
2y
mwtuWMnmm w

TR BE

14
5
»: ww it 31l

HE

entirely separate files,
8, Be sure to sign out end sign in whenmever you leave the office to canvess and when
|

7« The sard files for Freedom Registration Forme and for Voter Registration are twe
you return,
other items ss needed,

Pe
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MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY LESSON PLANS
TEACHER EVALUATION
COMPLETE BOTH SIDES AND PLEASE MAIL OR FAX TO THE ADDRESS ON THE NEXT PAGE. THANK YOU!

TEACHER NAME

SCHOOL NAME & ADDRESS

EMAIL (OPTIONAL)

TOTAL NUMBER OF STUDENTS GRADE LEVEL

LESSON TITLE The Primary Sources of Freedom Summer

1. Inyour opinion, did this unit elicit better than average student response; if so, how?

2. Which segments of the unit exceeded your students’ attention span?

3. Will this unit be of assistance to you in developing future classroom activities; if so, how?

4. How did this unit add to your earlier teaching on the same subject?

5. Would this teaching unit be handier to use as a:
____multi-day unit ___multi-week unit ___other

6. Were the activities and lessons appropriate for your students? How?

69
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Please rate the following lesson materials and activities by circling the appropriate number.
4=excellent, 3=good, 2=average, 1=inadequate

Directions and Notes
Curricular Connections
Student Worksheets
Interactive Activities
Historic Images
References and Resources

B e E N [ e F e
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Activity One: Working With and Understanding Primary Sources
Activity Two: Sing It!

Activity Three: Roll Camera

Extension Activities

Overall Unit

B E N g F ) F o
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We would appreciate any additional comments on this teaching unit and any suggestions for
improvement. Comments may be entered in the space below.

Museum Division
Mississippi Department of Archives and History
P.O. Box 571, Jackson, MS 39205
Phone: 601-576-6800 Fax: 601-576-6815
outreachprograms@mdah.ms.gov
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