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LaTonia Bilbro teaches Mississippi Studies, Introduction to World Geography, and World History at Lanier 
High School in Jackson where she has been awarded “Nicest Teacher.” She was extremely proud of the 
award because it showed that her students acknowledged her efforts in making each class a happy and 

productive one. She was a participant in MDAH’s first annual Summer Teachers School in 2015.

“I have learned effective strategies for educating 
my students on how events from the past 

shape our present and future using primary, 
secondary, and tertiary sources.”

The Great Migration and Its Effects on the 
African American Population of Mississippi

Objectives: Through analysis of primary and secondary sources such as images and short stories, 
students will learn about the time period, causes and effects as well as lasting consequences of 
the Great Migration.

The Great Migration and Its Effects on the African American Population of Mississippi lesson plan 
is adaptable for grades 8-12.

Curricular Connections
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s Grade 8 RL1; RL2; RL3; RL4; SL1; SL2; SL3; SL4; SL5; SL6; L1; L2; 

L3; L4
Grades 9-10 RL1; RL2; RL3; RL4; RL5; SL1; SL2; SL3; SL4; SL5; SL6; 

L1; L2; L3; L4
Grades 11-12 RL1; RL2; RL3; RL4; RL5; RL6; SL1; SL2; SL3; SL4; SL5; 

SL6; L1; L2; L3; L4 
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U.S. History from Exploration 
through Reconstruction

2a; 2b; 2d; 5; 6c

Mississippi Studies 1f; 4a; 4b; 4c; 5a; 5c; 5d
U.S. History from Post-
Reconstruction to the Present

2a; 2b; 4a; 5; 7a

Minority Studies 1; 2e; 3b; 4a; 4b
African American Studies 1b; 1c; 2b; 6b; 6d
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Materials: Brainstorming Activity; Causes and Effects of the Great Migration on Mississippi; images; “The Black 
Immigrants” by Ben Bagdikian; The Black Immigrant: Life in the New Lands; Black Exodus Table; graph paper; 
colored pencils.

Procedures:

Activity One: Brainstorming
1.	 Distribute to the students the handout entitled Brainstorming Activity. 
2.	 Have students imagine they were moving to a new city or state and answer the questions on the worksheet 

individually or with a partner.
3.	 Once students have completed the worksheet have them share their answers with the class and construct a 

cause and effect chart on the board.
Causes may include: better jobs, less crime, better schools, and housing.
Effects may include (new city): increased population and more competition for jobs, higher crime 
rate, increased cost of living, sense of nostalgia or homesickness. 
Effects may include (old city): abandoned homes, less population, fewer businesses, increased taxes, 
increased cost of living.

Activity Two: Creating a Visual
1.	 Lead a class discussion on the causes and effects of the Great Migration using the guide Causes and Effects of 

the Great Migration on Mississippi.
2.	 Distribute or project images of the boll weevil, cotton fields, and the aftermath of the Great Flood in 

Greenville, Mississippi. Note: More images of the 1927 Great Flood can be found online in the MDAH 1927 
Great Flood Photograph Collection Digital Archive at http://www.mdah.ms.gov/arrec/digital_archives/
series/1927flood.

Activity Three: Analyzing a Short Story
1.	 Distribute to students a copy of “The Black Immigrants” by Ben H. Bagdikian.  
2.	 Instruct students to read story III. This may be done silently, in small groups, or as a class. 
3.	 After the reading is completed, students should complete the accompanying worksheet analysis entitled Black 

Immigrants: Life in the New Lands. Discuss with students the fact that many migrants realized that life was 
not always better in the North.

Extension Activities: 

Constructing a Line Graph 
1.	 Distribute to students the Black Exodus Table. 
2.	 Using the data in the table, students should construct two line graphs: 

•	 Label the first graph GRAPH A: Cotton South. On the x-axis (horizontal) they should put the decade 
and on the y-axis (vertical) they should put the states. Plot the coordinates using a scale (students can 
create their own) that will accommodate the smallest and largest population number. Use a different 
colored pencil to denote a different state.  For example: South Carolina’s data will be blue for each 
decade, Georgia’s data will be red and so forth. Connect the dots of each one to depict the population 
change. 

•	 Follow the same directions for GRAPH B: Industrial North. Students should create a color key for 

http://www.mdah.ms.gov/arrec/digital_archives/series/1927flood
http://www.mdah.ms.gov/arrec/digital_archives/series/1927flood
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each graph. Supply students with graph paper and colored pencils.

More on the Great Migration
Learn more about the Great Migration through music and literature in the lesson plan The Great Migration 
Converges with Poetry and the Blues available at http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/learn/classroom-materials/lesson-
plans-and-teaching-units/. 

http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/learn/classroom-materials/lesson-plans-and-teaching-units/
http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/learn/classroom-materials/lesson-plans-and-teaching-units/
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NAME _________________________________________________________ DATE _____________________

Brainstorming Activity

Directions: Imagine you were moving to a new city or state and answer the following questions.

1. Name five events that would cause you and your family to relocate to another area or region.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Based on the answers from Question 1, name five effects that may be experienced by your relocation.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Causes and Effects of the Great Migration on Mississippi

Directions: Use the information below to give a brief description of the Great Migration, analyze the following 
images, and explain how it is one of many factors that have shaped our country as a whole.

Description

Between 1915 and 1970, more than six million African Americans moved out of the South to cities across the 
Northeast, Midwest, and West. This relocation, called the Great Migration, resulted in massive demographic 
shifts across the United States. Between 1910 and 1930, cities such as New York, Chicago, Detroit, and Cleveland 
saw their African American population grow by about forty percent and the number of African Americans 
employed in northern industrial jobs nearly double. 

When discussing the Great Migration it is important to consider some of its causes and effects. This includes 
the Great Migration push factors, or negative aspects or conditions that motivates people to leave their country, 
religion, etc. as well as its pull factors, positive aspects or conditions that encourages a population to leave its 
home. Some of the causes that affected the African American population of Mississippi were both naturally 
occurring and man-made. 

Push Factors

The Boll Weevil Infestation: Boll weevils are small grey-brown beetles (about one-quarter inch or six 
millimeters) that feed off of the cotton fibers in cotton seed pods (bolls). Female boll weevils lay their eggs inside 
cotton plant buds; once their larvae hatch, worm-like grubs are produced. The offspring consume the boll fibers, 
causing the bolls to fall off the plants which essentially kills the plant. The boll weevil came into the United States 
to Texas from Mexico in 1894. During the following decade they moved eastward and devastated cotton fields, 
which were still the cash crop of the South. By 1908, cotton harvests in Mississippi were reduced by 75% in 
several areas and up to nearly 90% in Pike County. Therefore many African American sharecroppers who had no 
cushion (i.e. money saved or good credit) to ride out the infestation problem were forced to make the decision 
of stay in Mississippi and die or move to the North where promises of a better life had already lured many out of 
the South. 

The Great Flood of 1927: The Great Flood of 1927 is known as the most destructive river flood in the history of 
the United States. It began with extremely heavy rains in the central basin of the Mississippi river in the summer 
of 1926. The flood affected Arkansas, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, Texas, Oklahoma, and 
Kansas.  More than 23,000 square miles of land was submerged, hundreds of thousands of people were displaced, 
and around 250 people died. Refugee camps were established in the town of Greenville, Mississippi, for African 
Americans that were not able to evacuate the flood area. However, many were forced into labor in order to 
receive rations of food and other supplies.  The National Guard was called in to patrol the camps but word soon 
traveled out of the camps of guardsmen robbing, assaulting, raping, and even murdering African Americans. By 
late summer of 1927, thousands of African Americans packed up their belongings and left Washington County. 
Most headed north and within a year, fifty percent of the Delta’s African American population had migrated 
from the region. Once called “The Queen of the South,” Greenville never returned to its former glory of wealth 
and prosperity.
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Jim Crow: Jim Crow Laws were statutes and ordinances established in the late 1800s to separate the white and 
African American races in the American South. In theory, it was to create “separate but equal” treatment, but in 
practice Jim Crow Laws condemned African American citizens to inferior treatment and facilities. 

W.T. Andrews, a lawyer and the editor of the Sumter Defender gave an address on the Great Migration. 
According to Andrews, the chief cause of Negro unrest and disturbance of mind were: the destruction of political 
privileges and curtailment of his civil rights; no protection of life, liberty, and property under the law; insufficient 
wages to the laboring class needed to buy the necessities of life; and no educational facilities worthy of educating 
Negro children in most Southern states. These were also factors that played into the Great Migration of African 
Americans during the early and middle part of the twentieth century.

Pull Factors

1.	 The promise of more equal opportunities in regard to employment, living conditions, and education.
2.	 To escape from the brutal racism of the South, as demonstrated by groups such as the Ku Klux Klan.
3.	 Positive media coverage from the North by newspapers such as The Chicago Defender and The Pittsburgh 

Courier.
4.	 Family members or friends who had already moved North.
5.	 Respect as people and citizens of the United States.

Effects

1.	 Increased population in northern cities.
2.	 African Americans had to find work in factories, slaughterhouses, and foundries where conditions were 

arduous and dangerous.
3.	 Increased competition for employment and living spaces.
4.	 Whites in northern cities took advantage of African Americans fleeing the South. 
5.	 Racism was widespread in the North due to prejudices.
6.	 Nostalgia and homesickness.
7.	 Increase of crime rate and drug and alcohol abuse.

Some of these effects can be clearly seen in the short story “The Black Immigrants.”
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The Black Immigrants: Life in the New Lands

“The Black Immigrants” is a collection of three short stories by Ben H. Bagdikian originally published in The 
Saturday Evening Post in 1967 that chronicles the experiences of African Americans that had migrated from 
Mississippi to cities up North. These stories are narratives of individuals who experienced firsthand the journey 
and life of a migrant during the Great Migration. Teacher should make copies for each student. As a class the 
students will read story “III” where Elijah gives his account of his life in the Chicago ghetto. Method of reading 
can be at the discretion of the teacher. Through this reading students should realize, as many migrants did, that 
life was not necessarily better for them in the North. After reading, students should complete the worksheet that 
analyzes the short story.
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“The Black Immigrants” by Ben H. Bagdikian
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NAME _________________________________________________________ DATE _____________________

Black Immigrants: Life in the New Lands

Directions: Read story III in “The Black Immigrants” by Ben H. Bagdikian and answer the following questions.

1.	 Who is the main character in the story? _______________________________________________________

2.	 Were there other characters included in the story? If so who were they? ______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 Did the author describe the characters by physical appearance, thoughts and feelings, or interaction (the way 
they act toward others)? Provide 2-3 examples.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 Are the characters believable? Why or why not? ________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

5.	 How was the setting created?  Consider geography, weather, time of day, social conditions, etc. ___________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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6.	 How does the setting play an important role in the story? _________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

7.	 What do you feel was the most important event to occur within the story? Explain. ____________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

8.	  Is the story a believable? Why or why not? ____________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

9.	 How would you describe the main conflict? Was it internal (within the character), external (caused by 
surroundings/environment) or both? Give an example of your reasoning. ____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

10.	After reading this story, do you have a clearer image of what life was like for African Americans and their 
offspring who had traveled north during the Great Migration? Why or why not? _______________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

NAME _________________________________________________________ DATE _____________________
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NAME _________________________________________________________ DATE _____________________

Black Exodus Table

Directions: Use the below table to create line graphs of the data.

Black Population Changes in Selected Southern and 
Northern State, 1900 -1930

E.M. Beck and Stewart E. Tolnay, “Rethinking the Role of Racial Violence in the Great 
Migration” in Black Exodus: The Great Migration from the American South. (Jackson: 
University Press of Mississippi, 1991), 22.

Region 1900-1910 1910-1920 1920-1930
Cotton South

South Carolina -72,000 -74,500 -204,300
Georgia -16,200 -74,700 -260,000
Alabama -22,100 -70,800 -80,700

Mississippi -30,900 -129,600 -68,800
Industrial North

New York 35,800 63,100 172,800
Pennsylvania 32,900 82,500 101,700

Michigan 1,900 38,700 86,100
Illinois 23,500 69,800 119,300
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MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY LESSON PLANS
TEACHER EVALUATION

COMPLETE BOTH SIDES AND PLEASE MAIL OR FAX TO THE ADDRESS ON THE NEXT PAGE. THANK YOU!

TEACHER NAME  ___________________________________________________________________________

SCHOOL NAME & ADDRESS  _________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL (OPTIONAL) _________________________________________________________________________

TOTAL NUMBER OF STUDENTS_____________           GRADE LEVEL _________________________________

LESSON TITLE The Great Migration and Its Effects on the African American Population of Mississippi

1.	 In your opinion, did this unit elicit better than average student response; if so, how?

2.	 Which segments of the unit exceeded your students’ attention span?

3.	 Will this unit be of assistance to you in developing future classroom activities; if so, how?

4.	 How did this unit add to your earlier teaching on the same subject?

5.	 Would this teaching unit be handier to use as a:
___multi-day unit		  ___multi-week unit 		 ___other

6.	 Were the activities and lessons appropriate for your students?  How?
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Please rate the following lesson materials and activities by circling the appropriate number.
4=excellent, 3=good, 2=average, 1=inadequate

Directions and Notes								        4	 3	 2	 1
Curricular Connections							       4	 3	 2	 1 
Student Worksheets								        4	 3	 2	 1
Interactive Activities								        4	 3	 2	 1
Historic Images 								        4	 3	 2	 1
References and Resources							       4	 3	 2	 1

Activity One: Brainstorming						      4	 3	 2	 1
Activity Two: Creating a Visual					     4	 3	 2	 1
Activity Three: Analyzing a Short Story				    4	 3	 2	 1
Extension Activities							       4	 3	 2	 1

	 Overall Unit								        4	 3	 2	 1

We would appreciate any additional comments on this teaching unit and any suggestions for 
improvement. Comments may be entered in the space below. 

Museum Division
Mississippi Department of Archives and History

P.O. Box 571, Jackson, MS  39205
Phone: 601-576-6800    Fax:  601-576-6815

outreachprograms@mdah.ms.gov


