Lesson Four: Integrating Higher Education in Mississippi

Objective:
Looking at civil rights through the lens of sports, students will use film documentaries to understand the integration of the
University of Mississippi and other successful and unsuccessful attempts at integration around the state.

Materials: Integrating Mississippi’s Higher Education; Internet access; 30 for 30 Teacher Discussion Guide; Game of Change
Discussion Guide; Mississippi Civil Rights Map and Timeline; Journal Four: Ask Yourself.

Procedures:

Activity One: Integrating Ole Miss

1. Distribute and read Integrating Mississippi’s Higher Education.

2. Have the class view ESPN’s 30 for 30 Ghosts of Ole Miss, a documentary that examines James Meredith’s entry at the
University of Mississippi, the ensuing riot on the night of September 30, 1962, and the championship football team that
were eyewitnesses to this pivotal moment in civil rights history. Included are interviews with James Meredith, members
of the 1962 Old Miss football team, reporter Dan Rather, and former Mississippi governor William Winter. 51
minutes. This film can be borrowed free of charge from the Mississippi History on Loan Collection. Go to http://www.
mdah.ms.gov/new/learn/classroom-materials/mississippi-history-on-loan-film-collection/ or contact the Outreach
Programs Coordinator at 601-576-6997.

3. Using the 30 for 30 Teacher Discussion Guide, conduct a class discussion about the film.

4. If time allows, students may read William Thompson’s article “Ghosts of Mississippi” online at http://www.espn.com/
espn/eticket/story?page=mississippi62 for additional information about the Ole Miss riot, it’s 1962 football team, and
the lasting impact of the school’s desegregation.

Activity Two: Game of Change

1. Have the class view Game of Change, a documentary looks at the events leading up to the basketball championship
game between the all-white Mississippi State Bulldogs and the integrated Loyola basketball team in 1963. Included are
interviews with players from both teams as well as reporters, family members, and scholars. 56 minutes. This film can
be borrowed free of charge from the Mississippi History on Loan Collection. Go to http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/
learn/classroom-materials/lesson-plans-and-teaching-units/ or contact the Outreach Programs Coordinator at 601-
576-6997.

2. Using the Game of Change Discussion Guide, conduct a class discussion about the film.

3. Give students the opportunity to label their Mississippi Civil Rights Map and Timeline with locations and events covered
during the class activities and discussions.

4. Students will answer the questions in Journal Four: Ask Yourself individually before discussing them aloud.

Extension Activity: The U.S. Marshals Remember James Meredith
Read about the role the U.S. Marshals played in helping James Meredith attend college at the University of Mississippi in
1962. View images, read statements from the marshals who were deployed to Ole Miss, and learn the role this event has

played in the history of the marshals at http://www.usmarshals.gov/history/miss/02.htm
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Integrating Mississippi’s Higher Education

Prior to 1962, African Americans had made multiple attempts to enroll in Mississippi’s white colleges. For
example, Medgar Evers had registered but was rejected by the University of Mississippi Law School in 1954. Four
years later, Clennon Washington King, Jr., a history professor from the African American college Alcorn A&M,
attempted to enroll at University of Mississippi; he was hoping to pursue a Ph.D. in history. Not only was King
denied entry, he was arrested and committed to the State Mental Hospital. He was released twelve days later.

Another example included Hattiesburg native Clyde Kennard who tried on three occasions (1956, 1957, and
1959) to enroll at Mississippi Southern (now the University of Southern Mississippi). After publishing a letter
about integrated education in the Hattiesburg American newspaper, the Sovereignty Commission had Kennard
arrested for “reckless driving” and possession of liquor in a dry state. The Sovereignty Commission files released
in 1998 revealed that state officials had even considered forcing him into an accident or bombing his car. Later,
he was falsely arrested for paying a man named Johnny Lee Roberts to steal twenty-five dollars worth of chicken
feed. Kennard received seven years at Parchman Penitentiary, while Roberts received five years of probation.
Roberts later testified under oath that “Kennard did not ask me to do anything illegal” Roberts’ crime had been
ignored because he had blamed Kennard, a man under surveillance by the Sovereignty Commission.

While in prison, Kennard was diagnosed with colon cancer. Despite the University of Mississippi Hospital

in Jackson requesting that Kennard remain under their care, authorities sent him back to Parchman. He was
finally released in 1963 after Hattiesburg civil rights activists drew national attention to the story. Governor
Barnett declared an “indefinite suspended sentence,” and Kennard would die five months later in Chicago while
undergoing treatment for colon cancer. Although Roberts later recanted his testimony in 2006, Kennard was
never granted a pardon.

James Meredith’s entry to the
University of Mississippi in 1962
was successful but with a cost.
Over 30,000 federal soldiers
from the U.S. Marshals, National
Guard, and U.S. Army were sent
by President John F. Kennedy

to ensure that Meredith was
admitted to the school. On b
September 30, riots broke out on
the Oxford campus that left two
dead and hundreds wounded.
Meredith would graduate the
following year with a degree in
political science.

James Meredith flanked by protective Federal Marshals at the University of Mississippi.
MDAH, Archives and Records Services. 2
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power economies into effect.
omy moves, Under court
mandate to become effective.

r| are no longer needed and should

be fired as “‘featherbedders.!”
“This dispute must ultimately

£|be settled by the. parties them.
selves,” Wirtz said. “Their inter.

The court decision upheld the
railroads’ right to make the econ-

pro-
cedures, however, it will take un-
il March 29 for the high court
Wirtz said the intervening time
should be used in bargaining on
the manpower issue. The carriers
claim many thousands of workers

the

said, “until the effective
of the court order.”

(See RAIL TALK, Page2)

»|Coin Collectors

At Jackson Meet
JACKSON, Miss. (AP) — More

vention of the Mississippi Numis-
matie Association.

Representatives have registered
from 40 states and several for-
eign countries. They are expect-

ed to bring over $5 million worth
of scarce numismatic material
exhibition. -

Included in the exhibits will be

a 1913 “V" nickel, valued at
$50,000.

consider 3

“No action under’ the Railway
Labor Act would be appropriate,”
he date

bet

at that time. We hope to have
Two Air Force officials in Mc-

separate interviews they want the

than 5,000 coin collectors are ‘Secretary Eu

Y | ert said it is “well worth contin-
uing."

Gen, Bernard A. Schriever;

of | SiPPi because of

Gains Approval

COMEBACK SOUGHT

BUENOS AIIRES, Argentina

went-on fullscale alert Thursday
and the~divided government de-
bated its course in the face of a
new _Peronist bid for power.

A reported Vatican decision lift-

aries | ing excommunication against oust-

ed exPresident Juan D. Peron,
now in_exile in Madrid, Spain,
raised hopes of his followers gird-
ing for a cumehur_'tg June elec-
tions. 2

Obviously alarmed at signs of
Peronist resurgence,” military
leaders ordered the I-dress
alert, Federal pofice also.took se-
curity measures at key installa-

later in the day. o

; guards made ne imme.
m&m";ovewhxve various eom-
munications centers,

The military, professed

shown mounting anxiety after a
court ruling that certi‘ied a Per-
onist front party, Union VPowhr.

(AP)—Argentina’s - armed forces | 23.

tions but these were érdered lited | o

oppo- |
nents of any Peronist revival, had

Argentina on Alert’ X
As Peronist Make Bid *

or the nationwide elections June

The Navy in particular has
vowed that the Peron “era of dic-
tatorship can never return.”” Na-

val forces were reported in a state |
of “battle readiness.”

Civilian members of President

Jose Maria Guido's government
are in favor of Peronist participa-
ampaign. The

tion in the election c:

uation,

Guido came to powera year ago
when the military deposed Presi-
dent Arturo Frobdizi

ate Banking Committee approved

ay
designed
help cities with traffic jam

sippi State University are shown at will ment. 7
Starkville Municipal rt as they  tonight in the Gillesple B ales &
boarded the Southern ays Mar- block state participation “was is-
lin 404 - that carried them to East sued without authority of law and
g was i issued  with-
BY GOVERNMENT . .. He said.the injunction,

Dbefore “forthWwith so

that the effort to dissolve the

- Bye Suggests
More Programs .

JACKSON, Miss. (AP) — Dr.
Robert F. Dye, director of the
Mississippi Research Commission,
ve | Thursday urged expansion of cur.
rent vocational -and technical
training programs; plus- certain of
new programs.
.2 Dr. Dye spoke to the agricul-
tural high school and junior col-
lege section of the Mississippi Ed-
ucation Association, -meeting here

in_convention.

able trained men, he said.

JACKSON, Miss. (AP) — Su-

The state was directed to file
a motion to dissolve the injunction
Robertson i as.

to expedite the hearing before the
The suspension will remain ‘in
effect until the hearing on the mo-
tion fo dissolve the injunction. Be-
cause Mississippi State’'s game
with Loyola of Chicago is sched-
uled Friday night at East Lans-
ing, Mich., the question of partici-
ject | Pation in this year’s NCAA tourna-
ment will be moot when it comes

Atty. Gen. Will Wells, who said

=
junction will be pressed hecause
the

injunction otherwise ~could
be used to block future partici-

Several industries have decided
against locating plants in Missis-
a lack of avail

He said the research commis.
sion has begun a study of Yoca-
tional and technical training
needs in the state as a part of a
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration grant to the Com-
mission, University of Mississippi

Suspénse Great as Plane '

Late, McCarthy Missing

By SHERRILL NASH
‘Statt Writer

With their coach already escap-
un‘v: state line, Thursday

2

oratory on the municipal airport
awaiting a plane an hour past
due. -

The suspense was great among

the players and friends as they
counted the minutes until the
drone of the Southern Airways
Martin 404 was heard in the dis-
tance. s

Scheduled to leave the Starkville
airport at 8:30, the plane was

delayed in Atlanta an hour by a
local thunderstorm. The . delay

gave the crowd time to speculate

on the injunction slapped on Coach
Babe McCarthy and Dr. D. W.

Colvard late Wednesday, timed to
SEC

prevent departure of the

‘Robert- | ¢hamps to the first rounds of the
NCAA Tournarfient at East Lan-

sing,. Michigan.
With planned communicat ion's
the squad arrived ‘at the airport

15 minutes before the plane and
Coach Jerry Simmons, MeCatthy's
assistalft, arrived at the very last
minute to rush his players into
the open mouth of the plane
and the party.was off at 9:45

am.

Set

onight.

Some 250 persons are expected
to attend the annual banquet of
Mississippi State University’s Bap-
tist iday at 7:30

“Student Union Friday at 7::
in the Baptist Student Center.

A circus atmosphere ‘will greet
the guests, complete with clowns
and ringmaster, Johnny Baker of

Meridian, BSU president.

Dr. William Hall Preston, staff
associate-summer missions” wi t h

the Student: Department of

Baptist Sunday School Board in | j
Nashville; ‘will be the featured

speaker for the occasion.

Other program personalities will
include Wayne Moore, director of |
admissions at Mississippi College;

a

Harry Williams of Starkville,

retired professional clown; and the
Jones Junior College BSU Trio,
mposed

of Gwen Keys, Bobbie

co
Rogers, Annette Mercer and Pian-
ist Martha Carol Rogers.

Dr. Preston is the author of

“God Has Something for You”
and “Church Loyalty”. He is form-
er president of Hall-Moody College
and formerly state Baptist Train-
ing-Union secretary for Tennessee.

Ovette Jackson of Union is ban-

quet chairman, and Frank Horton | held &
is BSU director at Mississippi| Visited by the president of Civitan i
State. International.

CLOWNS AND FRIEND—Patti Hor-
ton visits with a couple _of clowns

who'll be

forming ‘at the .Baptist
Student Union's annual ‘banquet at
Mississippi State Upiversity Friday

BSU Banquet

Rumor had the -llight picki n g
up Coach-McCarthy, Athletic Di-
rector Wade Walker and Rabbit
Brown at Nashville on the way

i o East Lansing.

= Like Criminals
The Bulldogs, with the creden-
tials of heros, departed for ‘their
greatest challenge as criminals es-
caping from jail. It was a ‘pic-
ture not many Mississippians. will
wanf to refer to in future years,
‘Wil the publicity, the injunction,
the suspense, hurt the play of
Mississippi State tonight>
No one knows. Only- time  will
tell.
The squad was quief at  the
airport. Few smiled. Doug Hutton
cracked a grin as he was intro-
duced to.a State graduate going
along as' a pay passenger.

Red Stroud, wearing a green
trench coat to protect him from

dirt on the runway skirt a few
minutes. He didn’t talk to anyone:
Leland Mitchell, usually go.0d
for a crack or joke under- any
condition, was silent. He Ilooked
across the airport at the flatwoods
a mile away. Shows. said
something to Leland'and apparent-
Iy didn't get a-reply.
the motors of the 'plane
sounded in the distance, the squad
relaxed a litlle. Coach Si
said a few words, student friends
loaded the travel bags ‘into the
belly of the plane and they were
away.

any team in the nation. Tonight,
well, we'll just have to wait and
see.

Merit Report
For Civitans
The Starkville Civtan  Club
@ report on the city’s ac-
complishments in the. Mississi p pi
thmunnyb:laril I:J;m"m and

The Teport was made by Travis
Palmer, overall chairman of the
merit program. Later the club

program in Starkville.”
Members also heard a. report

forming a Civitan Club in Louis-

organization meeting in Louisville
April 1.

New officers for the Starkville
Club will be elected March 25 and

Civitan presidential rally to be
held at Tupelo when that club is
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Meanwhile, in 1963, the Mississippi State University basketball team won the Southeaster Conference
championship and earned a spot in the NCAA tournament where they would play Loyola University of Chicago,
an integrated team. Barnett ordered MSU to forfeit, but the all-white men’s basketball team competed despite
Barnett’s mandate. In the summer of 1965, Richard E. Holmes became MSU’s first African American student.

By this point, many schools were accepting the inevitable, and Holmes’ enrolling in the summer lessened the
negative response. His first day included, “no racial slurs...quiet and serene. Nothing happened...just curiosity...
many just ignored me.” Shirley Antoinette Washington became the first African American student at Delta State
University when they ended their segregation practices in 1967.

HOLLEY, Anthony J., Fulton, Ed.
HOLLINGSWORTH, Michael,
Waynesboro, Bu.
HOLLOWAY, Phillip R., Columbus, Bu.
HOLMES, Michael J., Ellisville, En.
HOLMES, Richard, Starkville, A&S
HOLT, Lynda C., Gulfport, Ed.
HOMAN, Larry E., Shannon, Ed.
HORN, Joan M., Jackson, Ed.

The Reveille Yearbook, Mississippi State University, 1966. MDAH, Archives and Records Services.

Copyright 2014. Mississippi Department of Archives and History.



NAME: DATE:

Integrating Mississippi’s Higher Education
Match the following individuals with the appropriate university or college.

Medgar Evers

James Meredith

Clyde Kennard

Clennon Washington King, Jr.
Richard E. Holmes

Shirley Antoinette Washington

L. University of Mississippi, 1958, failed to integrate and
was admitted to a lunatic asylum

2. Mississippi Southern, 1956, 1957, 1959, failed to
integrate and was arrested on false charges

3. Delta State University, 1967, succeeded to integrate

4. University of Mississippi, 1962, succeeded to integrate

amidst rioting

5. University of Mississippi Law School, 1954, failed to
integrate
6. Mississippi State University, 1965, succeeded to integrate
5
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NAME:

DATE:

Integrating Mississippi’s Higher Education Answer Key

Match the following individuals with the appropriate university or college.

1. Clennon Washington King, Jr.

2. Clyde Kennard

3. Shirley Antoinette Washington

4. James Meredith

5. Medgar Evers

6. Richard E. Holmes

Medgar Evers

James Meredith

Clyde Kennard

Clennon Washington King, Jr.
Richard E. Holmes

Shirley Antoinette Washington

University of Mississippi, 1958, failed to integrate and
was admitted to a lunatic asylum

Mississippi Southern, 1956, 1957, 1959, failed to
integrate and was arrested on false charges

Delta State University, 1967, succeeded to integrate

University of Mississippi, 1962, succeeded to integrate
amidst rioting

University of Mississippi Law School, 1954, failed to
integrate

Mississippi State University, 1965, succeeded to integrate
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30 for 30 Teacher Discussion Guide

1.

Why would it be difficult for a person who lived through these times (white or African American) to relive
them? Should people be allowed to leave that night in the past? Why or why not?

Why does the narrator choose not to question a family member’s name/picture found in the archives?
How do the people who tell this story seem to feel about it over fifty years later?

Several of the interviewees state that they were raised in a segregated world and it never occurred to them to
question it. Do you think this is possible? Why or why not?

What does it mean when the narrator says there are some questions Mississippians do not ask because they
are not prepared to hear the answer?

Why is this an important story for Mississippians today to know and understand?
What does the saying, “Yes Mississippi was, but Mississippi is,” mean?

During his Old Miss football speech, Governor Ross Barnett declared “I love and respect our heritage.” The
heritage he referred to could have included the Ole Miss students who joined the Confederate Army in
1862 and who were all killed or wounded one year later at the Battle of Gettysburg. It could also refer to the
practice of segregation in Mississippi. What heritage should be loved and respected? How can you reconcile
symbols, songs, and history that mean different things to different people?

Consider the source of this film: An Ole Miss fan who wanted to discuss the story and address the disgraceful
actions of that night published the article that served as the basis of the documentary. What clues reveal that
his interests were not to disgrace the modern University? How would it have been different if someone who
was not fond of the University of Mississippi had written the article or made the film?
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Game of Change Teacher Discussion Guide

1. How do the people who tell this story seem to feel about it over fifty years later?

2. 'Throughout the film, MSU players continue to stress that they had “earned the right to be there [at the
championship]” and that they “just wanted to participate.” Loyola coach George Ireland was a pragmatist
and didn’t care what race his players were as long as they won their games. What is it about sports that makes
people want to leave differences and prejudices behind?

3. A poll revealed that 85% of Mississippians believed that the MSU basketball team should be allowed to play
the integrated team. MSU students overwhelmingly agreed as did MSU’s board, which voted 8-3 in favor.
With all of this support, why did certain lawmakers and politicians continue to insist that the game not take
place?

4. MSU students staged a sit-in at President Dean W. Colvard’s home to show their support for the basketball
team. What other examples are there of the use of sit-ins and non-violent protest during the Mississippi Civil
Rights Movement?

5. One of the African American players from Loyola states that he was worried about possible confrontations
initiated by his white Southern opponents. Why would this have been a valid concern?

6. What is the significance of the handshake between Loyola captain Jerry Harkness and MSU captain Joe Dan
Gold before the start of the game?

7. MSU’s President Colvard and Coach Babe McCarthy were forced to flee the state to avoid being served legal
papers that would have prevented the team from playing. What are the pros and cons of law and politics
becoming involved in athletics?

8. Why is this an important story for Mississippians today to know and understand?

9. Consider the source of this film: The film was made by the son of one of the Loyola players. Does he exhibit
any biases for or against either of the teams? Explain.
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NAME: DATE:

Journal Four: Ask Yourself:

1. Why was Mississippi Governor Ross Barnett afraid of the MSU basketball team playing an integrated team?

2. Inrecent decades, Ole Miss has replaced its southern colonel mascot with a bear. They’ve also erected a
monument to James Meredith. While some condemn Ole Miss for the past, others criticize the removal of
these symbols, calling them “pacifist” moves. Do you agree with Ole Miss changing their traditions? Why or
why not?

3. Symbols have different meanings for different people. For example, the swastika has been used for centuries
in both Hindu and Buddhist culture but since its 20" century appropriation by the Nazis it has been given a
negative connotation. With this in mind, think of symbols such as Ole Miss’ Colonel Reb or the Confederate
flag. What makes these symbols positive or negative? Can they be both? Explain.
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