
Copyright 2015. Mississippi Department of Archives and History.

PB 1

How the African American Experience in
World War II Helped End Jim Crow South

Objectives: Students will investigate and discuss how the events of World War II influenced the Civil
Rights Movement in the post-war period.

The African American Experience lesson plan is adaptable for grades 7-12.

Curricular Connections
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7th Grade RI 1,2,3,8,9; W 1,4,5,7; SL 1,2,5; L 1,2,3,4; RH 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9; WHST 1,2,4,5,6,7,9,10

8th Grade RI 1,2,3,8,9; W 1,4,5,7; SL 1,2,3,4; L 1,2,3,4; RH 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9; WHST 1,2,4,5,6,7,9,10

9th -10th Grade RI 1,2,3,6,9; W 1,4,7,8; SL 1,2,3,4; L 1,2,3,4,5; RH 
1,2,3,4,5,6,8,9; WHST 1,2,4,5,6,7,9,10

11th – 12th Grade RI 1,2,3,4,6,7,9; W 1,4,7,8; SL 1,2,3,4; L 1,2,3,4,5; 
RH 1,2,3,4,6,7,8,9; WHST 1,2,4,5,6,7,8,9,10
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Mississippi Studies 4b
U.S. Government 5a, 5c
Introduction to World Geography 4a
U.S. History to the Present 4a, 7a
Minority Studies 1d, 1b, 2a, 2b, 2c, 2d, 2e
African American Studies 1c, 1d, 2a, 5a
Problems in American Democracy 2b, 4d, 5b, 5d

“This has been a remarkable experience. The staff have 
all been TREMENDOUS, and the opportunity to learn 

and interact with my fellow teachers has been a real 
blessing. It’s one of the few summer workshop/classes 

that I really didn’t want to end!”

 David Lee teaches at Picayune Junior High School, where he has taught seventh grade 
social studies for the past twenty years. David was a participant in the MDAH’s first annual 

Summer Teachers School of 2015.
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Materials: In the Beginning; Internet; In the Beginning Teacher Discussion Guide; Picturing Jim Crow in
America; The War and Its Aftermath; Essay Test; Excerpt; Pamphlet.

Procedures:

Activity One: Beginning of a Nation
1.	 Distribute copies of In the Beginning to students and have them read individually.
2.	 Direct them to highlight the following terms: Declaration of Independence, 13th Amendment, 14th 

Amendment, and 15th Amendment.
3.	 After the reading, have students answer the questions. Then allow students to use the Internet and other 

teacher approved resources to research the terms and make notes to complete the questions in the Internet 
Scavenger Hunt using the website Our Docs at http://www.ourdocuments.gov/.

4.	 After students have completed reading, researching, and the worksheet, begin the discussion segment using 
In the Beginning Teacher Discussion Guide.  

Activity Two: Picturing Jim Crow in America
1.	 Distribute Picturing Jim Crow in America to students and have them read individually.
2.	 After the reading, have students answer the questions. Then allow students to use the Internet and other 

teacher approved resources to research the terms and make notes to complete the questions in the Internet 
Scavenger Hunt using the Library of Congress website at  https://www.loc.gov/teachersclassroommaterials/
primarysourcesets/civil-rights/.

3.	 Have students pick three images, primary sources, etc. from the website to analyze more in-depth.

Activity Three: The War and Its Aftermath
1.	 Distribute The War and Its Aftermath to students and have them read individually.
2.	 After the reading, allow students to use the Internet and other teacher approved resources to research the 

terms and make notes to complete the questions in the Internet Scavenger Hunt using the National Archives 
website at https://www.archives.gov/research.african-americans/ww2-pictures/#home.

3.	 Here students pick an image and write an imaginary newspaper article on the image. Have the students 
present their article and image to the class and explain why they chose that image.

4.	 Have students complete the Essay Test individually.

Extension Activities: 
1.	 Using the Excerpt from Black Officer Training and the “Blacks in the Military” Pamphlet, have students 

compare and contrast the World War II military with that of the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s.

2.	 Access additional World War II classroom resources from the MDAH website, including the six-lesson 
teaching unit The World War II Home Front in Mississippi and single lesson Comparing Soldiers in World 
War II at http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/learn/classroom-materials/lesson-plans-and-teaching-units/. 

3.	 Have students view a documentary about the African American experience in World War II such as:

•	 The Wereth Eleven: Using interviews, archival photographs and film footage, and modern reenactments, 
the story of a little-known massacre of African American soldiers during the Battle of the Bulge is told. 
All southerners, three of the men were from Mississippi. After being separated from their unit, the soldiers 
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were discovered by the SS and although they surrendered, they were tortured and killed outside Wereth, 
Belgium. The film concludes with a summary of the war crime trials held after the war, the charges 
against the SS officers responsible for the massacre, and the recent memorials erected to the Wereth 
Eleven. Produced by Janson Media, 2011. 60 minutes, color, middle school – adult.

•	 A Fighting Force: African Americans in the Military, disc one: 1. AMERICA’S BLACK WARRIORS: 
TWO WARS TO WIN A brief overview of African American military service from the Revolutionary War 
through the Gulf War of the 1990s, including the significance of specific units such as the Buffalo Soldiers 
and the Tuskegee Airmen. Produced by A&E Home Video, 2008. 2. FIRST TO FIGHT: THE BLACK 
TANKERS OF WWII This documentary chronicles the experiences of the 761st Tank Battalion, the first 
African American tank unit used in combat. Veterans relate their part in the Battle of the Bulge, their 
discovery of concentration camps in Eastern Europe, and their return to the Jim Crow South of the United 
States after completing their service. Produced by A&E Home Video, 2008. 3. A DISTANT SHORE: 
AFRICAN AMERICANS OF D-DAY Veterans relate their wartime experiences, from the time when they 
decided to enlist or were drafted, through their role in the D-Day invasion, the first instance of black and 
white American troops fighting alongside each other. Produced by A&E Home Video, 2008. 46 minutes 
each, color, middle school – adult.

•	 A Fighting Force: African Americans in the Military, disc two: 1. BLACK AVIATORS: FLYING FREE 
This documentary looks at the history of African American pilots in the U.S. military. From World War I 
hero Eugene Bullard and the Tuskegee Airmen of World War II, through Guion Bluford, the first African 
American in space, the contributions and accomplishments of these Americans are reviewed. Produced by 
A&E Home Video, 2008. 2. HONOR DEFERRED Fifty years after their military service, seven African 
American veterans are awarded the Medal of Honor for acts of valor under fire. Featuring interviews 
with the sole surviving winner, family members, and historians, their acts of valor are recreated in this 
documentary. Produced by A&E Home Video, 2008. 46 minutes each, color, middle school – adult.

These films can be borrowed free of charge from the Mississippi History on Loan Collection. Go to http://
www.mdah.ms.gov/new/learn/classroom-materials/mississippi-history-on-loan-film-collection/ or contact 
the Outreach Programs Coordinator at 601-576-6997.

http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/learn/classroom-materials/mississippi-history-on-loan-film-collection/
http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/learn/classroom-materials/mississippi-history-on-loan-film-collection/
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NAME_______________________________________________________ DATE _______________________

In the Beginning
 	
	 In 1776, Thomas Jefferson sat down to do a bit of writing.  In very clear, concise and direct language, he 
pulled no punches about his views:

“….We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their creator with certain inalienable rights, that are among them are life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness…”

     
	 The Declaration of Independence set a high standard for the soon-to-be established United States of 
America.  Its soaring language was inspiring. Especially if you were a white, free male who happened to 
own property and were 21 years old or older.  “All men are created equal” did not, however, seem to apply to 
women, Native Americans, and African Americans. African Americans in particular were trapped in the slave 
system for almost one hundred years (until the end of the Civil War in 1865) as the United States tried to hold 
on to two diametrically opposite ideas: the bright, shining meaning of the Declaration and the dark, shameful 
institution of slavery. Jefferson had once made a prophetic analogy. He compared slavery to holding an angry 
wolf by the ears: you dared not hang on to it, but you dared not let it go.
	 In 1865, America let the wolf go.  Suddenly, America faced the problem of what to do with millions of 
newly freed slaves. The South, beaten but not cowed, simmered with resentment after the war and vowed to 
never accept freed slaves as equals. Although the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments (abolishing slavery, granting 
native born people full citizenship, and guaranteeing voting rights respectively), were thought to have solved 
the problem, the reality was far different. By the end of the Reconstruction period in 1876, the South was free to 
handle the “race problem” as they saw fit.

1.  Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written.  _______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Why did it apply to white men only?  _________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Why did Congress pass the 13th Amendment?  _________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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4.  What does being a citizen of this country mean to you? ___________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  How does the 14th Amendment relate to the 13th Amendment?  ____________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Internet Scavenger Hunt 

Directions: Now use the website Our Docs (http://www.ourdocuments.gov/) from the National Archives to 
learn about the following documents:

•		Declaration of Independence
•		 13th Amendment
•		 14th Amendment
•		 15th Amendment
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NAME_______________________________________________________ DATE _______________________

In the Beginning Key
 	
	 In 1776, Thomas Jefferson sat down to do a bit of writing.  In very clear, concise and direct language, he 
pulled no punches about his views:

“….We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their creator with certain inalienable rights, that are among them are life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness…”

     
	 The Declaration of Independence set a high standard for the soon-to-be established United States of 
America.  Its soaring language was inspiring. Especially if you were a white, free male who happened to 
own property and were 21 years old or older.  “All men are created equal” did not, however, seem to apply to 
women, Native Americans, and African Americans. African Americans in particular were trapped in the slave 
system for almost one hundred years (until the end of the Civil War in 1865) as the United States tried to hold 
on to two diametrically opposite ideas: the bright, shining meaning of the Declaration and the dark, shameful 
institution of slavery. Jefferson had once made a prophetic analogy. He compared slavery to holding an angry 
wolf by the ears: you dared not hang on to it, but you dared not let it go.
	 In 1865, America let the wolf go.  Suddenly, America faced the problem of what to do with millions of 
newly freed slaves. The South, beaten but not cowed, simmered with resentment after the war and vowed to 
never accept freed slaves as equals. Although the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments (abolishing slavery, granting 
native born people full citizenship, and guaranteeing voting rights respectively), were thought to have solved 
the problem, the reality was far different. By the end of the Reconstruction period in 1876, the South was free to 
handle the “race problem” as they saw fit.

1.  Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written. 
•	 The Declaration of Independence was written as a formal, precedent setting document stating the 

thirteen colonies were officially separating from the control and ownership of England. It consisted of a 
long list of grievances against King George III and his oppressive reign.

2.  Why did it apply to white, landowning men only? 
•	 At the time the Declaration was written, white, landowning males were the sole proprietors of society. 

Women and servants were viewed as man’s property and Native and African Americans were less than 
qualified to do anything. Therefore, they were unworthy of a vote or say in politics.

3.  Why did Congress pass the 13th Amendment?
•	 Although President Lincoln declared all slaves free in the Emanicpation Proclamation in 1863, the Unit-

ed States needed an iron-clad document to be sure that no one ever abused the rights of humanity again 
without legal consequences. An amendment to the Constitution of the United States of America was the 
way to achieve this.
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4.  What does being a citizen of this country mean to you?

5.  How does the 14th Amendment relate to the 13th Amendment? 
•	 Now that slavery was outlawed by the Constitution, an amendment was needed to recognize the 

full citizenship of the newly freed men and women. In addition to the recognition of citizenship, the 
14th Amendment also entitled everyone to equal protection under the law and due process in court 
proceedings.

Internet Scavenger Hunt 

Directions: Now use the website Our Docs (http://www.ourdocuments.gov/) from the National Archives to 
learn about the following documents:

•		Declaration of Independence
•		 13th Amendment
•		 14th Amendment
•		 15th Amendment



Copyright 2015. Mississippi Department of Archives and History.

8

In the Beginning Teacher Discussion Guide

•	 Give an example of America’s dichotomy.

•	 Why do you think Jefferson characterized slavery as a “wolf” in his analogy?

•	 Did America “let go of the wolf ” in 1865? Why or why not?

•	 Why do you think Americans did or didn’t know what to do with the newly freed slaves?

•	 Why did the South vow never to accept the freed slaves as equals?

•	 What happened in 1876 that allowed the South to handle the “race problem” as they saw fit?   
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NAME_______________________________________________________ DATE _______________________

Picturing Jim Crow in America
	 Given free reign, the Southern states passed a number of what came to be known as “Jim Crow” laws.  
Jim Crow was a caricature of a clumsy, dimwitted African American slave originally featured in minstrel 
shows in the 1830s. Thus, the name “Jim Crow” was considered to be a racial slur. The Jim Crow laws were 
intended to keep African Americans and whites as separate as possible, especially in social settings and social 
institutions such as marriage. States and cities were allowed to punish people who violated these laws.  In 1896, 
the Supreme Court ruled in Plessy v. Ferguson that there should be “separate but equal” public facilities. This 
legal separation of the races resulted in an increase of Jim Crow laws. Schools, hospitals, restaurants, libraries, 
hotels, prisons, buses, and even cemeteries were strictly segregated. It was against the law for white nurses to 
treat African American male patients. No African American could cut the hair of white women or girls. The 
laws grew so extreme that it was illegal for amateur African American and white baseball teams to play within 
two blocks of each other. Although the races were separate, the facilities were definitely not equal. The facilities 
for African Americans were almost always in much poorer condition than those used by whites.
	 But the law was the law, and the highest court in the land had spoken. So the South settled in for decades 
with its caste system becoming entrenched and seemingly unassailable. African Americans, while definitely not 
happy or satisfied with their lot, dared not protest for fear of violent retaliation by whites and begrudgingly went 
along with their lives as best they could under the circumstances. There was no defined civil rights movement 
as such. African Americans dared not protest.  Beatings and lynchings were common and went unpunished. The 
law was against them. The need for a movement was there, the anger and motivation were there, all that was 
needed was a spark to set it off.

1.	 What was the origin of the term “Jim Crow?”
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 What were the Jim Crow laws intended to do?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

MDAH Museum Division Collections.
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3.	 Why did the Supreme Court decision in Plessy v. Ferguson lead to the increase of Jim Crow laws?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 What public facilities were segregated? Give 2-3 specific examples.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

5.	 Jim Crow had specific laws regarding white nurses, barbers, beauticians, and baseball teams. Choose one 
and explain its regulations.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

6.	 What was one reason African Americans did not protest Jim Crow laws?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

7.	 What was unfortunately both common and usually unpunished?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

8.	 Why was the doctrine of separate but equal a lie?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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NAME_______________________________________________________ DATE _______________________

Picturing Jim Crow in America Key
	 Given free reign, the Southern states passed a number of what came to be known as “Jim Crow” laws.  
Jim Crow was a caricature of a clumsy, dimwitted African American slave originally featured in minstrel 
shows in the 1830s. Thus, the name “Jim Crow” was considered to be a racial slur. The Jim Crow laws were 
intended to keep African Americans and whites as separate as possible, especially in social settings and social 
institutions such as marriage. States and cities were allowed to punish people who violated these laws.  In 1896, 
the Supreme Court ruled in Plessy v. Ferguson that there should be “separate but equal” public facilities. This 
legal separation of the races resulted in an increase of Jim Crow laws. Schools, hospitals, restaurants, libraries, 
hotels, prisons, buses, and even cemeteries were strictly segregated. It was against the law for white nurses to 
treat African American male patients. No African American could cut the hair of white women or girls. The 
laws grew so extreme that it was illegal for amateur African American and white baseball teams to play within 
two blocks of each other. Although the races were separate, the facilities were definitely not equal. The facilities 
for African Americans were almost always in much poorer condition than those used by whites.
	 But the law was the law, and the highest court in the land had spoken. So the South settled in for decades 
with its caste system becoming entrenched and seemingly unassailable. African Americans, while definitely not 
happy or satisfied with their lot, dared not protest for fear of violent retaliation by whites and begrudgingly went 
along with their lives as best they could under the circumstances. There was no defined civil rights movement 
as such. African Americans dared not protest.  Beatings and lynchings were common and went unpunished. The 
law was against them. The need for a movement was there, the anger and motivation were there, all that was 
needed was a spark to set it off.

1.	 What was the origin of the term “Jim Crow?”
•	 Jim Crow was a caricature of a clumsy, dimwitted African American slave originally featured in minstrel 

shows in the 1830s. Thus, the name “Jim Crow” was considered to be a racial slur. 

2.	 What were the Jim Crow laws intended to do?
•	 The Jim Crow laws were intended to keep African Americans and whites as separate as possible, 

especially in social settings and social institutions such as marriage.  States and cities were allowed to 
punish people who violated these laws.

MDAH Museum Division Collections.
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3.	 Why did the Supreme Court decision in Plessy v. Ferguson lead to the increase of Jim Crow laws?
•	 Plessy v. Ferguson caused an explosion in the number of Jim Crow laws since separation of the races 

was now the law of the land.  

4.	 What public facilities were segregated? Give 2-3 specific examples.
•	 Schools, hospitals, restaurants, libraries, hotels, prisons, buses, and even cemeteries were strictly 

segregated. 

5.	 Jim Crow had specific laws regarding white nurses, barbers, beauticians, and baseball teams. Choose one 
and explain its regulations.

•	 It was against the law for white nurses to treat African American male patients.  
•	 No African American could cut the hair of white women or girls.
•	 The laws got so extreme that it was illegal for amateur African American and white baseball teams to 

play within two blocks of each other. 

6.	 What was one reason African Americans did not protest Jim Crow laws?
•	 African Americans, while definitely not happy or satisfied with their lot, begrudgingly went along with 

their lives as best they could under the circumstances. There was no defined civil rights movement as 
such.  African Americans dared not protest for fear of violent retaliation by whites.

7.	 What was unfortunately both common and usually unpunished?
•	 Beatings and lynchings were common and went unpunished.

8.	 Why was the doctrine of separate but equal a lie?
•	 Although the races were separate, the facilities were definitely not equal.  The facilities for African 

Americans were almost always in much poorer condition than those used by whites.
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Internet Scavenger Hunt

Directions: Visit the following website from the Library of Congress, http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroom-
materials/primarysourcesets/civil-rights/ Choose three images that represent Jim Crow to you. Using the space 
below and a separate sheet of paper if neccessary, write an essay about the images you pick describing why 
those images represent Jim Crow in America. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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	 The world changed on December 7, 1941. The Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor not only brought the United States into 
the Second World War, but set off a secondary “war:”  the  Civil 
Rights Movement.  
	 World War II has been referred to as the “good war” in the 
sense that there was a clearly defined enemy who was undeniably 
evil and that the fight against this evil would take a truly united 
effort encompassing all Americans. Such was the theory. 
Ironically, the United States fought the world’s most notorious 
racist with a segregated military. Most of the African Americans 
who enlisted in the military (2.5 million registered for the draft 
when the war started and over one million served) knew that they 
would serve in segregated units. The Marines and the Army Air 
Corps refused to accept any African Americans at all until much 
later in the war. The Navy accepted them only as mess men. Most 
men in the Army were used in non-combat support jobs such as 
cooks, grave diggers, stevedores or truck drivers. 
     Some African Americans questioned what their role in the war 
should be. The most famous example was a letter by James G. 
Thompson to the leading African American newspaper of the day, 
the Pittsburg Courier.  
	 In his letter, Thompson spoke for many African 
Americans when he asked: 

“….Should I sacrifice my life to live half an American? 
Will things be better for the next generation in the 
peace to follow? Would it be too much to demand full 
citizenship rights in exchange for the sacrificing of 
my life? …..Will Colored Americans suffer still the 
indignities that have been heaped upon them in the past? 
These and other questions need answering; I want to 
know and I believe that every colored American who is 
thinking wants to know…” 

Thompson went on to propose what he called the “Double V 
Campaign” The V for victory sign had been made famous by 
British prime minister Winston Churchill as a symbol of defiance 
against the Nazis. The Double V represented both victory in the 
war against enemies from without, such as Germany and Japan, 
and victory against enemies within, such as Jim Crow. Its massive 
success signified that African Americans were as patriotic and 

NAME_______________________________________________________ DATE _______________________

The War and Its Aftermath

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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willing to serve as anyone else, but expected freedom and 
an end to Jim Crow when the war was won.
	 When given the chance, African American soldiers, 
sailors and airmen excelled. During the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, Dorie Miller, an African American mess man 
was serving aboard the U.S.S. West Virginia. Despite 
having never been trained how to operate an anti-aircraft 
gun, Miller manned the weapon, managed to shoot down 
three or four Japanese aircraft, and continued to fight 
until he ran out of ammunition. He was the first African 
American to be awarded the Navy Cross. The 332nd 
Fighter Squadron, better known as the Tuskegee Airmen, 
flew over 15,000 combat missions and never lost a bomber 
they were escorting. The 969th Field Artillery Battalion 
won a Distinguished Unit Citation for their assistance in 
the defense of Bastogne during the Battle of the Bulge. 
The 761st Tank Battalion of General George Patton’s third 
army fought so well that they won one Medal of Honor 
and many Distinguished Service Crosses. All this was 
accomplished despite the fact that at the beginning of the 
war, the military was as segregated as the Deep South. 
	 Much to the astonishment of some, when African 
American soldiers and white soldiers were forced to share 
the same barracks, there were few incidents. After two 
months in an integrated barracks, the battalion commander 
of the U.S. Army 78th Division wrote: 

“White men and colored men are welded together 
with a deep friendship and respect born of 
combat and matured by a realization that such an 
association is not the impossibility that many of 
us have been led to believe….When men undergo 
the same privations, face the same dangers before 
an impartial enemy, there can be no segregation. 
My men eat, play, work and sleep as a company of 
men, with no regard to color.” 

The first cracks in the barrier called Jim Crow were 
beginning to appear. Thousands of white soldiers, exposed 
for the first time to African Americans for extended periods 
of time, began to change their way of thinking. Many of 
these were from the Deep South and although proud of 
their region, were embarrassed by the way they had treated 
their compatriots.  
	 On the 2nd of September, 1945, Japan surrendered 

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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aboard the U.S.S. Missouri moored in Tokyo Bay, ending 
World War II. The United States, as the sole major power 
largely unscarred by enemy attack upon its homeland, 
was about to embark upon an unprecedented economic 
expansion never before seen in history. Millions of 
returning servicemen, hardened beyond their years by 
their war service, returned home determined to make up 
for lost time. Soon, colleges and universities throughout 
the country were swollen with veterans taking advantage 
of the G.I. Bill’s educational opportunities. Construction 
boomed as these veterans needed housing. The country 
was on the move and nothing would be the same again.
	 The white power structure in the South, however, 
had no intention of changing with the times. Throughout 
the South, returning African American servicemen were 
met with threats of violence and forceful reminders to 
know their “place.” This time, however, many African 
Americans refused to be cowed and fought back. What 
had changed these men?

•	 They had discovered the large cities in the North, 
where race was not such an issue.

•	 They had learned through hard and sometimes 
bloody experience that an African American could do 
anything a white man could do.

•	 Their contact with whites from other countries such 
a France, England, Germany, Italy, and Australia 
proved that not all whites were virulent racists. In 
these countries, and many more, they were treated 
with respect and dignity. Their race didn’t seem to 
matter.

•	 Many friendships had been forged between African 
Americans and whites. While many of these did not 
last the homecoming, some did. These formed a basis 
of understanding and tolerance between the races.

•	 There was a growing realization that Jim Crow was 
not inevitable, and that although it might take a long 
time and would be a hard fight, it could be overcome.

	 In the civil rights struggle to come, many of the 
leaders were either World War II or Korean War veterans. 
They had faced the enemy abroad with great courage 
and refused to back down before the enemy at home. 
Having won one “V,” they were determined to win the 
other. Such men as Medgar Evers,  Amzie Moore,  Aaron 

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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Internet Scavenger Hunt

Directions: Visit the National Archives website at  https://www.archives.gov/research.african-americans/ww2-
pictures/#home and pick an image that stands out to you as one that defines the role of African Americans in 
World War II. Write an imaginary newspaper article on the image and present the article, image, and why you 
chose it to the class.

Henry,  Charles Sims,  Ralph Abernathy Sr.,  Benjamin Hooks, Whitney Young, Robert F. Williams, and Hosiah 
Williams had all served in the armed forces. 
	 What about the military today?  Amazing progress has been made. Where once a bastion of segregation, 
the services today offer opportunities for advancement and careers to all Americans. According to an article in 
the February 17, 2015 edition of USA Today, there are currently eighty-one African American general officers 
in the U.S. military. Twenty percent of soldiers and ten to fifteen percent of officers in the Army are African 
American. The military, however, faces the same racial problems as the rest of American society. Complaints 
persist about unfair promotion policies and duty assignments towards African Americans, women, and other 
minority groups.  
	 Without the changes in American society brought about by World War II, that the Civil Rights 
Movement would have been vastly different. Although it would probably have happened, it could have taken far 
longer, been far bloodier and not as morally clear and right as it was.
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NAME_______________________________________________________ DATE _______________________

Essay Test

Directions: Answer each of the following questions in a complete paragraph (at least five complete sentences 
for each question).

1.	 In your opinion, why was the “Double V” campaign a success?  Would you have participated in the 
campaign? Why or why not?

2.	 Whites were surprised by how well African American servicemen fought when given the chance, and that 
they could actually live together without incident. In your opinion, were the attitudes of the whites in the 
beginning based more on racism or on lack of experience dealing with African Americans? Explain your 
answer.

3.	 Of the five reasons given for strengthening African American protests of segregation, which one, in your 		
opinion, would be the most important? Explain your answer.

4.	 In your opinion, how would the struggle for civil rights been different if there had been no World War II or 
if African Americans had not been allowed to join the military?
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MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY LESSON PLANS
TEACHER EVALUATION

COMPLETE BOTH SIDES AND PLEASE MAIL OR FAX TO THE ADDRESS ON THE NEXT PAGE. THANK YOU!

TEACHER NAME  ___________________________________________________________________________

SCHOOL NAME & ADDRESS  _________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL (OPTIONAL) _________________________________________________________________________

TOTAL NUMBER OF STUDENTS_____________           GRADE LEVEL _________________________________

LESSON TITLE ______________________________________________________________________________

1.	 In your opinion, did this unit elicit better than average student response; if so, how?

2.	 Which segments of the unit exceeded your students’ attention span?

3.	 Will this unit be of assistance to you in developing future classroom activities; if so, how?

4.	 How did this unit add to your earlier teaching on the same subject?

5.	 Would this teaching unit be handier to use as a:
___multi-day unit		  ___multi-week unit 		 ___other

6.	 Were the activities and lessons appropriate for your students?  How?

How the African American Experience in World War II Helped End Jim Crow South
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Please rate the following lesson materials and activities by circling the appropriate number.
4=excellent, 3=good, 2=average, 1=inadequate

Directions and Notes								        4	 3	 2	 1
Curricular Connections							       4	 3	 2	 1 
Student Worksheets								        4	 3	 2	 1
Interactive Activities								        4	 3	 2	 1
Historic Images 								        4	 3	 2	 1
References and Resources							       4	 3	 2	 1

Activity One: Beginning of a Nation					     4	 3	 2	 1
Activity Two: Picturing Jim Crow in America				    4	 3	 2	 1
Activity Three: The War and Its Aftermath  				    4	 3	 2	 1
Extension Activities							       4	 3	 2	 1

	 Overall Lesson								       4	 3	 2	 1

We would appreciate any additional comments on this teaching unit and any suggestions for 
improvement.  Comments may be entered in the space below. 

Museum Division
Mississippi Department of Archives and History

P.O. Box 571, Jackson, MS  39205
Phone: 601-576-6800    Fax:  601-576-6815

outreachprograms@mdah.ms.gov


