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Freedom Summer: Free to Vote, Free to Learn 
Objectives: Students will analyze how education and voting are a basis for freedom and evaluate how Freedom 
Schools influenced the Civil Rights Movement.

The Freedom Summer: Free to Vote, Free to Learn lesson plan is adaptable for grades 8-12.

“The MDAH made research fun, interesting, 
and exciting. Their help made our work easy 

and effortless. This opportunity has made me a 
better teacher and historian.”

Masha Laney teaches U.S. History, Dual Enrollment Early U.S. History, and Post-
Reconstruction U.S. History at Amory High School in Amory, Mississippi. She has seventeen 

years of experience. Masha holds a Master’s Degree in History, a National Board Certification, 
and is the head of the History Department at Amory High School. She was a participant in 

MDAH’s first annual Summer Teachers School in 2015. 

Curricular Connections
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L 1, 2, 3, 4, 6; RH 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9; WHST 2, 4, 5, 8, 9
Grades 9-10 RI 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8; W 1, 2, 4, 5, 8, 9; SL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6; L 

1, 2, 3, 4, 6; RH 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9; WHST 2, 4, 5, 8, 9 
Grades 11-12 RI 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7; W 1, 2, 4, 5, 8, 9; SL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6; L 1, 

2, 3, 4, 6; RH 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9; WHST 2, 4, 5, 8, 9 
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Mississippi Studies 4a; 4b
U.S. Government 3b; 7a; 7c
U.S. History from 
Post-Reconstruction to the Present

4a; 4b; 4c; 4d; 7a; 7c

Minority Studies 1b; 2a; 2c
African American Studies 1c; 1d; 5b; 7b; 7c
Problems in American Democracy 2b; 2d; 5d
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Materials: Sworn Written Application for Registration; 1890 Mississippi Constitution Excerpt; Fannie Lou 
Hamer’s Testimony; Introduction to Freedom Summer; “Notes on Teaching in Mississippi;” Thomas Foner 
Letter; Christopher Hexter’s Essay; newspaper articles (2).

Procedures:

Activity One: Voting
1. Distribute copies of a Sworn Written Application for Registration.  
2. Have students fill out the application (also included is an 1890 Mississippi Constitution Excerpt to be used 

for #18 -20 on the application).The teacher can even play the role of the voter registrar and automatically 
deny some students the right to vote to help them experience the feelings of African Americans during the 
1960s. 

3. After students have completed the application, pose the questions:  
• Who would be able to vote?  
• Even if you did complete the application, how many of you would actually have passed?  

4. Distribute a copy of Fannie Lou Hamer’s Testimony as the class listens to the recorded speech available at 
http://publicradio.org/tools/media/player/americanradioworks/features/sayitplain/fhamer.

5. Have students write a short response to the speech:  
• Why was she upset?  
• What was she trying to accomplish?  
• How does her speech make you feel?

Activity Two: Freedom Schools
1. Distribute to students the Introduction to Freedom Summer handout.
2. Divide students into five groups. Using the primary source “Notes on Teaching in Mississippi,” assign each 

group a topic to focus on and explain:
• Group 1: What will the students be like?  
• Group 2: What will the students demand of you?  
• Group 3: What is the situation? 
• Group 4: Problems of Freedom School Teaching (paragraphs 1-3) 
• Group 5: Problems of Freedom School Teaching (paragraphs 4-5) 

3. Each group will become an expert on their topic and report to the class their findings. The purpose is for the 
students to have a better understanding of the Freedom Schools.

4. Distribute Thomas Foner Letter to three groups. Each group will read the letter silently and then as a group 
discuss the contents of the letter. They will come up with three sentences that summarize the contents of the 
letter and report back to the class.  

5. Distribute copies of Christopher Hexter’s Essay to the two remaining groups and have them do the same.  

Activity Three: Reflection
1. Review as a class what students have learned about Freedom Schools.  
2. Have students answer the follow questions in a one page essay:

• What does it mean to be part of a community or a nation, and how does that relate to one’s 
responsibilities?  

• Would you march for someone else’s rights? Why or why not?
• What would be the limits for you to get involved for the sake of others?

3.  Give students the opportunity to share their essays with the class.
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Extension Activities:

1. Role Play: Using the newspaper articles, assign students different roles to play such as sheriff, FBI agent, 
Freedom Summer volunteer, African American (age eighteen), and African American (age seventy).  After 
reading the articles have them take on the role and in small groups discuss the articles giving their opinions 
as if they were the character they were assigned.

2. Getting Creative: Use The Primary Sources of Freedom Summer lesson plan available at http://www.mdah.
ms.gov/new/learn/classroom-materials/lesson-plans-and-teaching-units/ and allow students to demonstrate 
their creativity as they distill factual information about Freedom Summer to write original songs, raps, or 
poems about the events of 1964.

http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/learn/classroom-materials/lesson-plans-and-teaching-units/
http://www.mdah.ms.gov/new/learn/classroom-materials/lesson-plans-and-teaching-units/
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Sworn Written Application for Registration

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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1890 Mississippi Constitution Excerpt

ARTICLE 11 – LEVEES

Sec. 227. A levee system shall be maintained in the State as provided in this article.

Sec. 228. The division heretofore made by the legislature of the alluvial land of the State into two levee 
districts, viz: The Yazoo-Mississippi Delta Levee District, and the Mississippi Levee District, as shown by the 
laws creating the same, and the amendments thereto, is hereby recognized, and said districts shall so remain 
until changed by law; but the legislature may hereafter add to either of said districts any other alluvial land in 
the State.

Sec. 229. There shall be a board of levee commissioners for the Yazoo-Mississippi Delta Levee District, which 
shall consist of two members from each of the counties of Coahoma and Tunica, and one member from each of 
the remaining counties or parts of counties, now or hereafter embraced within the limits of said district, and the 
governor may appoint a stockholder in the Louisville, New Orleans & Texas Railway Company as an additional 
commissioner; and there shall also be a board of levee commissioners for the Mississippi Levee District, which 
shall consist of two members from each of the counties of Bolivar and Washington, and one from each of the 
counties of Issaquena and Sharkey. In the event of the formation of a new county or counties out of the territory 
embraced in either or both of said levee districts such new counties shall each be entitled to representation and 
membership in the proper board or boards.

Sec. 230. All of said commissioners shall be qualified electors of the respective counties or parts of counties 
from which they may be chosen, except the one selected for the Louisville, New Orleans & Texas Railway 
Company; and the legislature shall provide that they shall each give bond for the faithful performance of his 
duties, and shall fix the penalty thereof; but the penalty of such bond in no instance shall be fixed at less than 
$10,000, and the sureties thereon shall be freeholders of the district.

Sec. 231. When the terms of the present levee commissioners shall expire, or whenever a vacancy shall occur 
or be about to occur, in either of said boards, the governor shall make appointments to fill vacancies, subject 
to the confirmation of the senate. The terms of office of said commissioners shall remain as provided by law at 
the adoption of this constitution , but this provision shall not require the appointment of a commissioner for the 
Louisville, New Orleans & Texas Railway Company, except in the discretion of the governor as provided.

Sec. 232. The commissioners of said levee districts shall have supervision of the erection, repair and 
maintenance of the levees in their respective districts.

Sec. 233. The levee boards shall have and are hereby granted authority and full power to appropriate private 
property in their respective districts for the purpose of constructing, maintaining and repairing levees therein; 
and when any owner of land, or any other person interested therein, shall object to the location or building 
of the levee thereon, or shall claim compensation for any land that may be taken, or for any damages he may 
sustain in consequence thereof, the president or other proper officer or agent of such levee board, or owner of 
such land, or other person interested therein, may forwith apply for an assessment of the damages to which 
said person claiming the same may be entitled whereupon the proceedings as now provided by law shall be 
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taken, viz: in the Mississippi Levee District, in accordance with the terms and provisions of section 3 of an act 
entitled “an act to amend an act to incorporate the Board of Levee Commissioners for Bolivar, Washington and 
Issaquena counties, and for other purposes,” approved November 27, A.D., 1865, and to revise acts amendatory 
thereof, approved March 13, A.D., 1884; and in the Yazoo-Mississippi Delta Levee District, in accordance 
with the terms and provisions of section three of an act entitled “an act to incorporate the board of levee 
commissioners for the Yazoo-Mississippi Delta, and for other purposes,” approved February 28, A.D., 1884, 
and the amendments thereto; but the legislature shall have full power to alter and amend said several acts, and to 
provide different manners of procedure.

Sec. 234. No bill changing the boundaries of the district or affecting the taxation or revenue of the Yazoo-
Mississippi Delta Levee District, or the Mississippi Levee District, shall be considered by the legislature unless 
said bill shall have been published in some newspaper in the county in which is situated the domicile of the 
board of levee commissioners of the levee district to be affected thereby, for four weeks prior to the introduction 
thereof into the legislature; and no such bill shall be considered for final passage by either the senate or house 
of representatives, unless the same shall have been referred to, and reported on, by an appropriate committee of 
each house in which the same may be pending; and no such committee shall consider or report on any such bill 
unless publication thereof shall have been made as aforesaid.

Sec. 235. Each levee board shall make at the end of each fiscal year, to the governor of this State, a report 
showing the condition of the levees, and recommending such additional legislation on the subject of the system 
as shall be thought necessary, and showing the receipts and expenditures of the board, so that each item, the 
amount and consideration therefor, shall distinctly appear, together with such other matters as it shall be thought 
proper to call to the attention of the legislature.

Sec. 236. The legislature shall impose for levee purpose, in addition to the levee taxes heretofore levied or 
authorized by law, a uniform tax of not less than two nor more than five cents an acre, per annum, upon every 
acre of land now, or hereafter, embraced within the limits of either, or both, of said levee districts. The taxes 
so derived shall be paid into the treasury of the levee board of the district in which the land charged with the 
same is situated; and the legislature, by the act imposing said tax, shall authorize said levee boards to fix the 
annual rate of taxation per acre within the limits aforesaid, and thereby require said levee boards, whenever a 
reduction is made by them in their other taxes, to make a proportionate reduction in the acreage tax hereinbefore 
mentioned; but said acreage tax shall not be reduced below two cents an acre per annum; and all reductions 
in such taxation shall be uniform in each said districts; but the rate of taxation need not be the same in both 
of them; and such specific taxes shall be assessed on the same assessment roll, and collected under the same 
penalties as the ad valorem taxes for levee purposes, and shall be paid at the same time with the latter. And no 
levee board shall ever be permitted to buy lands when sold for taxes; but the senate shall have a prior lien for 
the taxes due thereto. The legislature may provide for the discontinuance of the tax on cotton, but not in such 
manner as to affect outstanding bonds based on it, and on the discontinuance of the tax on cotton, shall impose 
another tax in lieu thereof, but the legislature may repeal the acreage tax required to be levied hereby, after the 
first day of January, A.D., 1895.

Sec. 237. The legislature shall have full power to provide such system of taxation for said levee districts as it 
shall from time to time deem wise and proper.

Sec. 238. No property situated between the levee and the Mississippi River shall be taxed for levee purposes, 
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nor shall damage be paid to any owner of land so situated because of it being left outside a levee.

Sec. 239. The legislature shall require the levee boards to publish at each of their sessions, an itemized account 
embracing their respective receipts since the prior session, and such appropriations as have been made or 
ordered by them respectively, in some newspaper or newspapers of the district.

ARTICLE 12 – FRANCHISE

Sec. 240. All elections by the people shall be by ballot.

Sec. 241. Every male inhabitant of this State, except idiots, insane persons and Indians not taxed, who is a 
citizen of the United States, twenty-one years old and upwards, who has resided in this State two years, and 
one year in the election district, or in the incorporated city or town, in which he offers to vote, and who is 
duly registered as provided in this article, and who has never been convicted of bribery, burglary, theft, arson, 
obtaining money or goods under false pretenses, perjury, forgery, embezzlement or bigamy, and who has paid, 
on or before the first day of February of the year in which he shall offer to vote, all taxes which may have been 
legally required of him, and which he has had an opportunity of paying according to law, for the two preceding 
years, and who shall produce to the officers holding the election satisfactory evidence that he has paid said 
taxes, is declared to be a qualified elector; but any minister of the gospel in charge of an organized church shall 
be entitled to vote after six months residence in the election district, if otherwise qualified.

Sec. 242. The legislature shall provide by law for the registration of all persons entitled to vote at any election, 
and all persons offering to register shall take the following oath or affirmation: “I________________, do 
solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am twenty-one years old, (or I will be before the next election in this county) 
and that I will have resided in this State two years, and _______election district of _________county one 
year next preceding the ensuing election [or if it be stated in the oath that the person proposing to register is 
a minister of the gospel in charge of an organized church, then it will be sufficient to aver therein, two years 
residence in the State and six months in said election district], and am now in good faith a resident of the 
same, and that I am not disqualified from voting by reason of having been convicted of any crime named in the 
constitution of this State as a disqualification to be an elector; that I will truly answer all questions propounded 
to me concerning my antecedents so far as they relate to my right to vote, and also as to my residence before my 
citizenship in this district; that I will faithfully support the constitution of the United States and of the State of 
Mississippi, and will bear true faith and allegiance to the same. So help me God.” In registering voters in cities 
and towns, not wholly in one election district, the name of such city or town may be substituted in the oath 
for the election district. Any willful and corrupt false statements in said affidavit, or in answer to any material 
question propounded as herein authorized, shall be perjury.

Sec. 243. A uniform poll tax of two dollars, to be used in aid of the common schools, and for no other purpose, 
is hereby imposed on every male inhabitant of this State between the ages of twenty-one and sixty years, except 
persons who are deaf and dumb or blind, or who are maimed by loss of hand or foot; said tax to be a lien only 
upon taxable property. The board of supervisors of any county may, for the purpose of aiding the common 
schools in that county, increase the poll tax in said county, but in no case shall the entire poll tax exceed in any 
one year three dollars on each poll. No criminal proceedings shall be allowed to enforce the collection of the 
poll tax.
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Sec. 244. On and after the first day of January, A. D., 1892, every elector shall, in addition to the foregoing 
qualifications, be able to read any section of the constitution of this State; or he shall be able to understand the 
same when read to him, or give a reasonable interpretation thereof. A new registration shall be made before the 
next ensuing election after January the first, A.D., 1892.

Sec. 245. Electors in municipal elections shall possess all the qualifications herein prescribed, and such 
additional qualifications as may be provided by law.

Sec. 246. Prior to the first day of January, A.D., 1896, the elections by the people in this State shall be regulated 
by an ordinance of this convention.

Sec. 247. The legislature shall enact laws to secure fairness in party primary elections, conventions or other 
methods of naming party candidates.

Sec. 248. Suitable remedies by appeal or otherwise shall be provided by law, to correct illegal or improper 
registration and to secure the elective franchise to those who may be illegally or improperly denied the same.

Sec. 249. No one shall be allowed to vote for members of the legislature or other officers who has not been duly 
registered under the constitution and laws of this State, by an officer of this State, legally authorized to register 
the voters thereof. And registration under the constitution and laws of this State by the proper officers of this 
State is hereby declared to be an essential and necessary qualification to vote at any and all elections.

Sec. 250. All qualified electors and no others shall be eligible to office as otherwise provided in this constitution.

Sec. 251. Electors shall not be registered within four months next before any election at which they may offer to 
vote; but appeals may be heard and determined and revision take place at any time prior to the election; and no 
person who, in respect to age and residence, would become entitled to vote, within the said four months, shall 
be excluded from registration on account of his want of qualification at the time of registration.

Sec. 252. The term of office of all elective officers under this constitution shall be four years, except as 
otherwise provided herein. A general election for all elective officers shall be held on the Tuesday next after the 
first Monday of November, A.D., 1895, and every four (4) years thereafter; provided, the legislature may change 
the day and date of general elections to any day and date in October, November or December.

Sec. 253. The legislature may by a two-thirds vote of both houses, of all members elected, restore the right 
of suffrage to any person disqualified by reason of crime; but the reasons therefor shall be spread upon the 
journals, and the vote shall be by yeas and nays.
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Fannie Lou Hamer’s Testimony

Fannie Lou Hamer’s Testimony Before the Credentials Committee, Democratic National Convention Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, August 22, 1964

Mr. Chairman, and to the Credentials Committee, my name is Mrs. Fannie Lou Hamer, and I live at 626 East 
Lafayette Street, Ruleville, Mississippi, Sunflower County, the home of Senator James O. Eastland, and Senator 
Stennis. It was the 31st of August in 1962 that 18 of us traveled 26 miles to the county courthouse in Indianola 
to try to register to become first-class citizens.

We was met in Indianola by policemen, Highway Patrolmen, and they only allowed two of us in to take the 
literacy test at the time. After we had taken this test and started back to Ruleville, we was held up by the City 
Police and the State Highway Patrolmen and carried back to Indianola where the bus driver was charged that 
day with driving a bus the wrong color.

After we paid the fine among us, we continued on to Ruleville, and 
Reverend Jeff Sunny carried me four miles in the rural area where I had 
worked as a timekeeper and sharecropper for 18 years. I was met there 
by my children, who told me that the plantation owner was angry 
because I had gone down to try to register. After they told me, my 
husband came, and said the plantation owner was raising Cain because I 
had tried to register. Before he quit talking, the plantation owner came 
and said, “Fannie Lou, do you know — did Pap tell you what I said?” 
And I said, “Yes, sir.” He said, “Well I mean that.” He said, “If you 
don’t go down and withdraw your registration, you will have to leave.” 
Said, “Then if you go down and withdraw,” said, “you still might have 
to go because we are not ready for that in Mississippi.” And I addressed 
him and told him and said, “I didn’t try to register for you. I tried to 
register for myself.” I had to leave that same night. On the 10th of 
September 1962, 16 bullets was fired into the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Tucker for me. That same night two girls were shot in Ruleville, 
Mississippi. Also Mr. Joe McDonald’s house was shot in. And June 
the 9th, 1963, I had attended a voter registration workshop; was 
returning back to Mississippi. Ten of us was traveling by the 
Continental Trailway bus. When we got to Winona, Mississippi, which is 
Montgomery County, four of the people got off to use the washroom, and two of the people — to use the 
restaurant — two of the people wanted to use the washroom. The four people that had gone in to use the 
restaurant was ordered out. During this time, I was on the bus. But when I looked through the window and saw 
they had rushed out, I got off of the bus to see what had happened. And one of the ladies said, “It was a State 
Highway Patrolman and a Chief of Police ordered us out.” I got back on the bus and one of the persons had 
used the washroom got back on the bus, too. As soon as I was seated on the bus, I saw when they began to get 
the five people in a highway patrolman’s car. I stepped off of the bus to see what was happening and somebody 
screamed from the car that the five workers was in and said, “Get that one there.” When I went to get in the car, 
when the man told me I was under arrest, he kicked me. I was carried to the county jail and put in the booking 

 
http://mdah.state.ms.us/arrec/digital_archives/series/foner/detail/16723  
 
 

 
 
 

Fannie Lou Hamer speaking at a local 
Mississippi Townhall Meeting. MDAH 
Archives and Records Services.
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room. They left some of the people in the booking room and began to place us in cells. I was placed in a cell 
with a young woman called Miss Ivesta Simpson. After I was placed in the cell, I began to hear sounds of licks 
and screams; I could hear the sounds of licks and horrible screams. And I could hear somebody say, “Can you 
say, ‘yes, sir,’ nigger? Can you say ‘yes, sir’?” And they would say other horrible names. She would say, “Yes, I 
can say ‘yes, sir.’” “So, well, say it.” She said, “I don’t know you well enough.”

They beat her, I don’t know how long. And after a while she began to pray, and asked God to have mercy on 
those people. And it wasn’t too long before three white men came to my cell. One of these men was a State 
Highway Patrolman and he asked me where I was from. I told him Ruleville and he said, “We are going to 
check this.” They left my cell and it wasn’t too long before they came back. He said, “You are from Ruleville 
all right,” and he used a curse word. And he said, “We are going to make you wish you was dead.” I was carried 
out of that cell into another cell where they had two Negro prisoners. The State Highway Patrolmen ordered 
the first Negro to take the blackjack. The first Negro prisoner ordered me, by orders from the State Highway 
Patrolman, for me to lay down on a bunk bed on my face. I laid on my face and the first Negro began to beat. 
I was beat by the first Negro until he was exhausted. I was holding my hands behind me at that time on my 
left side, because I suffered from polio when I was six years old. After the first Negro had beat until he was 
exhausted, the State Highway Patrolman ordered the second Negro to take the blackjack. The second Negro 
began to beat and I began to work my feet, and the State Highway Patrolman ordered the first Negro who had 
beat me to sit on my feet — to keep me from working my feet. I began to scream and one white man got up and 
began to beat me in my head and tell me to hush. One white man — my dress had worked up high — he walked 
over and pulled my dress — I pulled my dress down and he pulled my dress back up.

I was in jail when Medgar Evers was murdered. All of this is on account of we want to register, to become first-
class citizens. And if the Freedom Democratic Party is not seated now, I question America. Is this America, the 
land of the free and the home of the brave, where we have to sleep with our telephones off the hooks because 
our lives be threatened daily, because we want to live as decent human beings, in America?

Thank you.
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Introduction to Freedom Summer

“The Freedom Schools mean an exposure to a totally new 
field of learning, new attitudes about people, new attitudes 

about self, and about the right to be dissatisfied with the 
status quo. The children have had no conception that 

Mississippi is a part of the United States; their view of 
American history is history with no Negroes in it. 

It’s like making a cake with no butter.”— Mrs. Carolyn 
Reese, an African America Detroit public school teacher 
and administrator of the Hattiesburg Freedom Schools.

A major component of Freedom Summer in 1964 were 
Freedom Schools, an opportunity to educate African 
American children in a way that would open their eyes to a 
world outside the narrow view imposed upon them by white 
supremacist Mississippi. The segregated, racist and 
sub-standard Mississippi school system was not only grossly 
underfunded, but was a closed system that discouraged dissent and questioning of the status quo. The Freedom 
School curriculum ranged widely. It included African American history (which was not taught in schools in 
Mississippi), American government, the current political struggle in Mississippi and the United States, the 
reading of James Joyce, and instruction in French. Howard Zinn, in SNCC The New Abolitionists,* described 
some of the activities at the schools: “[Y]oungsters struggled to understand A Portrait of the Artist as a Young 
Man by James Joyce. They learned about Frederick Douglass, wrote letters to the local editor about segregation, 
and discussed the meaning of civil disobedience. Some wrote short stories about their lives, and others wrote 
poems.”

While people of all ages attended the schools, they directed their outreach to fifteen and sixteen year old 
students so that they could have an impact upon other children in the segregated schools in the autumn. During 
the summer of 1964, approximately 2,000 students were attending thirty schools. The schools were housed in 
churches, “freedom houses,” and under trees. Most of the teachers were Freedom Summer volunteers, largely 
college students. 
 
Before traveling to Mississippi, the mostly white, affluent volunteers received training at the Western College 
for Women in Oxford, Ohio. Among their number were two white men from New York City: Andrew Goodman, 
a volunteer and student at Queens, College/CUNY, and Michael Schwerner, a Congress of Racial Equality 
(CORE) staff member who ran the Council of Federated Organizations (COFO) office in Meridian, Mississippi. 
With James Chaney, an African American CORE staff member and native Mississippian, the men left Oxford, 
Ohio, and traveled back to Mississippi before the other volunteers had arrived. After investigating a church 
bombing at Mt. Zion Church on June 21, 1964, Neshoba County Deputy Sheriff (and Ku Klux Klansman) 
Cecil Price arrested them on a speeding charge and put them in the jail. Price and fellow Klansman Sheriff 
Lawrence Rainey released them at night, at which point the three men were murdered by Klansmen, their car 
hidden, and their bodies buried in an earthen dam. When they were reported missing (and correctly presumed 
murdered), volunteers in Oxford wrote letters to their parents. President Johnson, believing the disappearance 
might be a hoax, wiretapped the phones of Schwerner and Goodman’s families in case they called home. Many 

 
 

http://mdah.state.ms.us/arrec/digital_archives/series/foner/detail/16709 
 

Teacher and students at Freedom School. 
MDAH Archives and Records Services
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of Mississippi’s leaders, including Price and Rainey, also argued that the disappearance was a hoax to garner 
media attention. 

Freedom Summer deepened the division between those in the Civil Rights Movement who believed in 
integration and nonviolence and others (especially young African Americans) who doubted whether racial 
equality was achievable by peaceful means. The Civil Rights Movement continued but after 1964 it began to 
lose the hopeful solidarity characteristic of its early years.

*SNCC:  Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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“Notes on Teaching in Mississippi”

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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Thomas Foner Letter
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Thomas Foner Letter (transcript)

PAGE 1 Dear Mom and Dad. I am now in Mississippi stationed in one of the most explosive areas Madison County. 
Here the population is 75 per cent Negro! Also here the Negro population is more militant than in any other area 
of Mississippi. The conflict here has taken on most of the aspects of a colonial war!! The night that I got here several 
houses were fired into and our Freedom House (I was inside it) was bombed by the night riders. The next day the 
police arrested about twenty Negros! in the course of the following day the cops over 

PAGE 1 (back) smashed into one of the SNCC workers when he was driving and arrested him. The police also 
hand-cuffed a Negro gentleman who had attempted to register a few days ago and shot him dead!!! Three SNCC 
staff workers two white and one Negro (I had become good friends with all three in Ohio, one was my room-mate) 
have disappeared for the last three days and the police don’t have them so the K.K.K. must have killed them! If they 
didn’t kill them the Cops did. You must have heard about this by the time this letter gets to you!

PAGE 2 As of now the FBI has taken no action at all!!! Our phones are tapped; after the bombing of freedom house 
we made a frantic call to COFO headquarters but the operator cut us off, not letting us tell them what happened. We 
get threatening phone calls at all hours. I was almost arrested when I was escorting some white Northern ministers 
to the Freedom House. The only thing that saved me was that when the police found out that the men 

PAGE 2 (back) were ministers. The cops told me to leave town and go up North or else. The local police (who are all 
alcoholics) have a local torture chamber called the “hot house”. A small room in which they fit in ten or so freedom 
fighters (it is used for Civil Rights workers and Negros in or out of the movement only) The police then fill the room 
with hot stifling steam. Add to this that everyone is piled on top of each other and you get a good 

PAGE 3 idea of democracy in our “great” country. Where are the federal marshalls, where are the federal troops!!! 
Must we all die before the federal government is forced to do it’s job. The Negro people here have gained a militancy 
and class conscience that is truley revolutionary. We have a boycott of white stores that is 100% affective!! Since 75% 
of the population is Negro, the white population is learning that there are 

PAGE 3 (back) stronger weapons than billy clubs, guns and bombs. Four white stores have closed, and two have 
integrated their worker and professional staff so that they could stop being boycotted. The other white stores 
have tripled their prices to make up somewhat for their large losses. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. sent us a telegram 
commending our handling of the boycott. The other day a Negro gentleman, about 70 years old came in to Canton 
from the rural areas of Madison county. 

PAGE 4 He is a poor tenant farmer and he had heard that a COFO worker had been arrested and that we were 
trying to raise bail money. Although he did not know even the name of the person in jail he brought with him his 
life savings, $250 to be used for bond money (bond was $500 for a trumpted up vagrancy charge) knowing full well 
that he might loose that money since many times the police don’t give the money back. over 

PAGE 4 (back) We had a mass meeting in a church last night with the police outside continually honking their 
horns. At one point a Negro girl, only seven years old got up and said “I have love in my heart and freedom on my 
lips”. Another Negro child got up and asked “why do the white folks hate the black folks”. At the end of the meeting 
an old, old Negro man with a cane got up and said “I’ve been living in this state for 94 years and it ain’t had freedom 
yet. 

PAGE 5 I always knowed that the South would change someday but I didn’t dream I would live to see it start 
changing now!”
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Christopher Hexter’s Essay

MDAH Archives and Records Services.
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MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY LESSON PLANS
TEACHER EVALUATION

COMPLETE BOTH SIDES AND PLEASE MAIL OR FAX TO THE ADDRESS ON THE NEXT PAGE. THANK YOU!

TEACHER NAME  ___________________________________________________________________________

SCHOOL NAME & ADDRESS  _________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL (OPTIONAL) _________________________________________________________________________

TOTAL NUMBER OF STUDENTS_____________           GRADE LEVEL _________________________________

LESSON TITLE    Freedom Summer: Free to Vote, Free to Learn                                                                                             

1. In your opinion, did this unit elicit better than average student response; if so, how?

2. Which segments of the unit exceeded your students’ attention span?

3. Will this unit be of assistance to you in developing future classroom activities; if so, how?

4. How did this unit add to your earlier teaching on the same subject?

5. Would this teaching unit be handier to use as a:
___multi-day unit   ___multi-week unit   ___other

6. Were the activities and lessons appropriate for your students?  How?
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Please rate the following lesson materials and activities by circling the appropriate number.
4=excellent, 3=good, 2=average, 1=inadequate

Directions and Notes        4 3 2 1
Curricular Connections       4 3 2 1 
Student Worksheets        4 3 2 1
Interactive Activities        4 3 2 1
Historic Images         4 3 2 1
References and Resources       4 3 2 1

Activity One: Voting       4 3 2 1
Activity Two: Freedom Schools     4 3 2 1
Activity Three: Reflection      4 3 2 1
Extension Activities       4 3 2 1

 Overall Unit        4 3 2 1

We would appreciate any additional comments on this teaching unit and any suggestions for 
improvement. Comments may be entered in the space below. 

Museum Division
Mississippi Department of Archives and History

P.O. Box 571, Jackson, MS  39205
Phone: 601-576-6800    Fax:  601-576-6815

outreachprograms@mdah.ms.gov


