
Welty scholar Suzanne Marrs 
(above) led a group of teach-
ers from across the U.S. on 
a tour of the Eudora Welty 
House on July 21.

On July 24, noted author Eliz-
abeth Spencer (right), a friend 
of Welty’s, visited the museum 
and garden during the filming 
of a documentary on Spen-
cer’s life. Spencer grew up 
in Carrollton and graduated 
from Belhaven College. 

MDAH Partners in Mississippi Mound Trail
“The Lower Mississippi Valley has a density 
of history and prehistory unmatched else-
where in the United States.”

Roger Kennedy, former director
of the National Park Service

Although Native American mounds dot the 
Mississippi landscape, most are unknown to 
people driving right past them. A statewide 
partnership plans to change that with the 
creation of the Mississippi Mound Trail—a 
project to help interpret and preserve the 
mounds, educate the public about Missis-
sippi’s rich Native American history, and 
promote heritage tourism.
     The trail will be anchored by two MDAH 
properties: the Grand Village of the Nat-

chez Indians on the south end and Winterville 
Mounds, near Greenville, on the north. Plans 
call for the development of a driving guide 
with GPS coordinates, interpretative markers 
and directional signs, educational materials, 
and a Web site. 
     The Mississippi Mound Trail is a collabora-
tive partnership between Mississippi’s Lower 
Delta Partnership, Mississippi Department of 
Transportation, Mississippi Development Au-
thority, USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. 
Forest Service, the Archaeological Conser-
vancy, and MDAH.
     For more information about the Mississippi 
Mound Trail, contact Meg Cooper, coordina-
tor, Lower Delta Partnership, by telephone 
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at 662-873-6261 or by email at megldp@
bellsouth.net. 

A student prepares to throw a javelin during 
a school program at Winterville Mounds. Pic-
tured in back is the 55-foot-tall temple mound.

GREENVILLE

Winterville Mounds
Highway 1 North
662-334-4684

Saturday, August 16, 10 
a.m.–5 p.m.—Native Ameri-
can Films. Escape the heat 
and watch films about Native 
American sites in the Winter-
ville Mounds museum. Free of 
charge.

Saturday, September 6, 
1–4 p.m.—Dreamcatcher 
Workshop. Florida Muscogee 
artist Valerie Goetz will lead 
a workshop on how to make 
a dreamcatcher, a small hoop 
covered with mesh and deco-
rated with feathers and beads 
and believed to give its owner 
good dreams. A $35 registra-
tion fee is due by September 
3 and covers the cost of all 
materials.

MDAH Calendar of Events
JACKSON

History is Lunch Series 
Noon–1 p.m. at the
William F. Winter Archives
and History Building
200 North Street
601-576-6998

Wednesday, August 13—
Filmmaker William Bearden 
will present “Saints and Sin-
ners: People Who Made the 
Delta the Delta.”

Wednesday, August 27—
Old Capitol Museum 
director Clay Williams will 
discuss his new book, Battle 
for the Southern Frontier: 
The Creek War and the War 
of 1812.

Wednesday, September 3— 
Photographer David Whar-
ton will present “Southern 
Cultural Landscapes: The 
Church, the Farm, the Town.”



HJC Program Spotlights
Victorian Entertaining

Manship House Symposium to 
Examine Arts in Everyday Life
“Step into My Parlor,” a sym-
posium at the Manship House 
Museum on September 8, will 
focus on the role of the “best” 
room in the Victorian house. 
Experts from Mississippi, Ala-
bama, and Virginia will demon-
strate graining, marbling, and 
other decorative painting tech-
niques and give presentations 
on period art and architecture.
     “The parlor was the life force 
of the Victorian house,” said Mi-
chael Busbin, education coordi-
nator for the Manship House. 
“This symposium will examine 
the parlor as a personal expres-
sion of the family through art, 
architecture, and style.”
     The symposium will begin 
at 9 a.m. with the presentation 
“Building the Victorian Parlor: 
Domestic Architecture of the 
Antebellum South,” by archi-
tectural historian Todd Sand-
ers, Mississippi Department of 
Archives and History. Graham 
Boettcher, Luce Foundation Cu-
ratorial Fellow of American Art 
at the Birmingham Museum of 
Art, will present “ ‘Gilty’ Plea-
sures: Artistic Taste in Victo-
rian America.” Fifth-generation 
master grainer Malcolm Rob-
son will conclude the morning 
lineup with “Embellishing the 
Victorian Parlor: The Art of 

Decorative Painting.”
     Following the lunch break, 
participants may take a special 
“parlor tour” of the Manship 
House, Eudora Welty House, 
and Oaks House Museum from 
2 to 4 p.m. 
     Refreshments made using au-
thentic nineteenth-century recipes 
will be served. The symposium is 
free of charge but reservations 
are required. For more informa-
tion or reservations, contact the 
Manship House at 601-961-4724 
or by email at manship@mdah.
state.ms.us. “Step into My Par-
lor” is made possible in part by 
a grant from the Mississippi Hu-
manities Council.
     Charles Henry Manship, the 
Civil War mayor of Jackson, 
built the Manship House in 
1857. Manship was a decorative 
painter, and the Gothic Revival 
“cottage villa” contains abun-
dant examples of Manship’s 
painting and wood graining. 
The Manship House Museum, 
accredited by the American As-
sociation of Museums, is ad-
ministered by the Department 
of Archives and History. It is 
located at 420 East Fortification 
Street, Jackson, and is open 
Tuesday through Friday from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

A free workshop at Historic 
Jefferson College will focus 
on nineteenth-century deco-
rating styles and techniques. 
“Victorian Entertaining: From 
Tablescapes to Napkin Fold-
ing” will showcase tips for 
creating easy and authentic 
nineteenth-century dinner 
party decorations using native 
plants and flowers.
     Michael Busbin, educa-
tion coordinator for the Man-
ship House Museum, will 
lead the workshop. “I have a 
great passion for entertaining 
and Victorian traditions,” said 
Busbin. “My research into the 
history of entertaining has 
been the perfect marriage of 
the two.”
     The program begins at 
noon on August 18 in the visi-
tors center. Participants are 
encouraged to bring a lunch. 
For more information call 
601-442-2901 or e-mail rper-
son@mdah.state.ms.us.
     Historic Jefferson College 
is located in Washington, four 
miles east of Natchez. Jeffer-
son College was the first insti-
tution of higher learning in the 
Mississippi Territory. Jefferson 

Military College, as it came 
to be known, closed its doors 
in 1964 after serving as a prep 
s c h o o l 
f r o m 
1 8 6 6 . 
T h e 
Depart-
ment of 
Archives 
and His-
tory ac-
q u i r e d 
and re-
stored the property. Today the 
site is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places and 
is open throughout the week, 
allowing visitors a look at the 
restored student dormitory, din-
ing hall, kitchen buildings, and 
other historic sites. A nature 
trail winds by St. Catherine 
Creek, and a museum and gift 
shop are located in the visi-
tor center. Hours are Monday 
through Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and Sunday 1 to 5 p.m. 
The grounds are open daily 
sunup to sundown. Admission 
is free. For more information 
call 601-442-2901 or see the 
Web site, www.mdah.state.
ms.us.

Michael Busbin


