


Letter 588
To John Adams Esquire Vice President of the United States
Boston Franklin Place November 1 1796

Sir,
Stimulated by the same ambitious views that first compelled me to become a Scribbler, I am solicitious to obtain 
the highest eminence of that summit, which with many an anxious effort, my unwearied footsteps hath long 
sought to ascend. Hence, Sir, proceeds my application to a luminary, whose refulgent beams hath, brightened 
by their transcendent lustre, the remote region of this younger world; and whose unborrowed rays, can throw 
light, and information over beings the most opake. Yes Sir, I would give celebrity to my essays by your name, 
and I solicit your patronage, not only as a Subscriber to my proposals, but, penetrated by the most profound 
veneration for your character, and your virtues, I earnestly request permission to dedicate the Volumes I con-
template to you! “Presumptuous Woman, upon what undue liberties doth thy unwarrantable pride precipitate 
thee!!” Once I should have prescribed to the propriety of this exclamation – Previous to my introduction to you, 
and the accomplished Lady whose kindred mind is so fitly associated with yours, the idea of my own inferiority, 
while I anticipated an intended visit, covered my face with blushes, and I was ready to accuse my companion of 
unauthorized temerity – but we entered your hospitable Mansion, you smiled benignly upon me, and grateful 
admiration absorbed every lesser consideration – Yes, timidity became prostrate, and I felt that I could confide 
in your benevolence, as much as I reverenced those rare qualifications, which will unquestionably convey your 
illustrious name, and services, to the latest posterity.
 If my intended publication obtains your sanction, I shall have attained a high degree of elevation, my 
hopes will be new plumed, and, thus soothed, and flattered, I shall spread the boldest pinions. I inclose you, Sir, 
my proposals, if you return the paper with your signature, and accede to my wishes, relative to the dedication, 
you will confer a most important obligation, but if the grant of either, or both of these petitions, is inconvenient 
for you, or inconsistent with your views, I however take the liberty to request you will have the condescending 
goodness to favour me with an answer, as all the perturbation consequent upon suspense, will the companion of 
my bosom, untill I am honored by your determination.
 Permit me to offer to your amiable Lady my most respectful regards – I have, Sir, the honor to be, with all 
possible respect, esteem, and veneration, your most obedient very humble &c &c 



Letter 721
To George Washington – 
Late Commander of the American forces 
and President of the Nation – 
Mount Vernon
Boston Franklin Place March 29th 1798

Sire
 Emboldened by your past condescension, I presume to hope that the Gleaner, may possibly occupy a 
proportion of those moments of relaxation from more important contemplations which (such is the constitution 
of humanity) are indispensably requisite, even to the most luminous and persevering intellect.
 One copy of the Gleaner will accompany this letter as a candidate for your attention, and as the regula-
tions respecting package by post, will not permit me to forward more than one copy, at one time, the volumes for 
Mrs Washington are in reserve untill the next stage – you will have the goodness to tender my most respectful 
Compliments to that admired Lady, and to your lovely, and amiable grandaughter. 
 As I shall experience an anxiety relative to the safe arrival of the parcel, in some degree proportioned to 
the perfect esteem which I cherish for the illustrious personage to whom it is addressed, I have to request, that I 
may be advertized of this event, as soon as may be convenient –
I am,
Honored Sire,
With all possible veneration,
your very devoted,
–  and most obedient humble servant  
Judith Sargent Murray


