CARSON MOUNDS PROJECT UPDATE – 2015
By John Connaway & Amanda Hoogestraat				July 28, 2015
	Last spring we continued excavation of the Mound A enclosure area (easement) and exposed more pits, houses, postholes, and burials. Spencer Oliver, Ole Miss graduate student, is currently analyzing the only flexed burial found on the site: Burial 66 (also known as Bob-66 after his discoverer, Bobby Rawlinson, nicked his skull with a backhoe). This was the only flexed burial found so far, out of a current total of 74. An adult male, his feet and lower legs had been burned, he had been cut in two at the waist with his lower half laying face-down and his upper half folded back face-up over the lower half, and his hands were missing. It appeared that he may have been a tortured captive, and hastily buried in a pit too short for his length. This burial was unique because the majority of the burials at the site are disassembled bundles, while he was articulated, partly burned, and oddly positioned.
	During the weeks of May 19 – June 5,  Jayur Mehta directed the Tulane field school in the excavation of the Mound A enclosure area, assisting John Connaway and his volunteers, focusing on pits and houses. We found a new house (Structure 61), which was square with wall trenches, and eight new burials. The students and several volunteers assisted with excavation and recording the house, some of the burials, and cross-sectioning pits, as well as some additional testing on Mound D for sub-surface features. This session was culminated with a fish fry for the students and volunteers sponsored by John Connaway, Doug Lamb (the supplier of fish and the cook), Rachel Stout Evans, Benny & Gena Roberts, Jessica Crawford, George Lowry, and Amanda Hoogestraat. It was well attended, hand-carved wooden spoons were given as prizes in a drawing, and much fun was had by all. We hope to repeat this next spring when Tulane returns, with possibly a BBQ next time, so all who volunteer will have something to look forward to!
	At present, in the Mound A enclosure, we have recorded 61 structures (wall trench and single post houses, platform houses, pit houses, enclosures, circular post structures); 3 stockades with sections of rebuildings; 516 pits; 6,886 postholes; 3 dogs; and 74 burials (approximately 250 +/- individuals). This is the total result of 7 ¾ years of excavations within approximately an acre of ground. The entire site is roughly 160 acres, so the excavated area is only about 0.625 % of the site! This suggests a multitude of possibilities for other features throughout, not including the mounds. Excavations have been carried out on top of Mounds B, C, and D, along with surface collections over most of the site, leading to two undergraduate theses, three masters theses, and a dissertation as a result so far, with a second dissertation pending.
	After Tulane’s return to Louisiana, work on the findings continued in the Clarksdale lab due to the excessive heat. We had removed Burial 73, consisting of three double bundles, in three sections of matrix. Two of the three sections have been preliminarily analyzed to show that they each contain a middle aged female, with the skull right-side up and facing outward, and a young child, with the skull upside down and facing toward the adult skull. Volunteer Amanda Hoogestraat, assisted by Jett Harrell and Nikki Mattson, is recording the bones in the bundles as we take them apart, along with taking photos and notes, in preparation for a written report on it. Volunteers Rob Bonney, William Harris, Jett, and Amanda have started sorting, labeling by category, bagging, and re-boxing the Carson family collection of lithic artifacts. And William has begun an analysis of daub from House 12, the only house with a burned floor remnant (all others have been truncated by leveling). He is looking at cane mat, leaf, grass, corn cob, and other imprints left in the daub to determine structural aspects and environmental remains, with a paper forthcoming.
	We wish to thank all the volunteers, professors, and students who have participated in this project over the years, and those who plan to join the effort in the near future. Without them, the mass of data accumulated so far would have been significantly reduced and the completed studies would not have existed. We also want to thank Jessica Crawford and George Lowry with the Archaeological Conservancy for their efforts in preserving much of the remaining parts of the site. The Conservancy has just completed purchase of additional acreage south of the Mound A enclosure (the excavation area that was until now in an easement), so the preserve now includes about 9 acres just east of Mound A, along with Mounds B, C, D, and F, which were previously acquired. We also wish to thank Dr. William Barr, owner of Mound A, for allowing us access through his property and a shady place for our water screening, and his assistant Oscar Allen for keeping the grass mowed and the place looking like a park!
	We plan to continue excavations this fall, with volunteer and student help, in the southwestern corner of the enclosure area, and possibly in the central part of the top of Mound C (to help determine what the Mound C stockade was enclosing). Jayur Mehta and the Tulane field school plan to return next spring for further excavations as well. John will have Nikki Mattson, Ole Miss student, as an intern this fall, and hopefully a graduate student will be interested in starting a thesis project on top of Mound C.  Volunteers are always welcome to participate. We are looking forward to several new volunteers who will be starting soon, as well as those returning to continue their work this fall. So if the weather is cool and relatively dry, we should have a good year coming up.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Don’t miss the upcoming 7-Year Summary of Work at Carson which will be out in Mississippi Archaeology journal probably this fall. We hope to have more articles in it in the future.  If you are not a member of the Mississippi Archaeological Association, join now so you can receive this important publication. Go to msarchaeology.com and click on JOIN. It has a lot of great information and is inexpensive!! MAA has a great annual meeting, a newsletter, and a Facebook page, and occasionally a weekend dig.
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