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16th Annual ‘
NATCHEZ
LITERARY
& CINEMA
CELEBRATION




BETWEEN TWO WORLDS:
FREE BLACKS IN THE ANTEBELLUM SOUTH

February 23 - 27, 2005
Natchez Convention Center, Natchez, Mississippi

Programs by Nationally Known Scholars, Writers, & Film Experts as well as
Films + Concerts + Exhibits * Discussions Tours * Book Signings
Writing Workshops + Receptions * Meals
All free or low-cost!

SPECIAL EVENT: 9 am, February 26, 2005
The grand opening of the William Johnson House,
home of a Free Black in Natchez, now part of the Natchez National Historical Park

Information & Tickets
601-446-1289 / 866-296-6522 Toll-Free www.colin.edu/nlcc

SPONSORS
Copiah-Lincoln Community College, tional Historical Park
Mississippi Department of Archives and £

ippi Public Broadeasting

Supported by MS Humanities Council
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Bk e
Mississippi’s Queen City!" So wrote
one seholar sbout the 16th annual
: Literary and
Celebration, to take place February
23.27, 2005, in Natches, Misisipi
The theme is “Between Two. \Vlmlds

A sveing topic speskers who are
major with
a track record of e
Mississippi’s Queen City!” So wrote
one scholar about the 16th annual
irerary and Cinema
Celebration, to take place February
2327, 2005, in Natchez, Missisippi
The theme is “Between Two Worlds:

The conference will begin with
keynote address by Ira Berlin,
University of Maryland, author of
Slaves without Masters: The Free
Negro in the Antebellum South. The
conference will continu
programs, films, workshops,
discusson groups bosk aigings,

urs, meals, and

" hightghe will be the detcaion
and grand opening of the Wi
Johason House
N ot e
and now part of the Natchez
Nocional Hiericl Park:

onference is sponsored by
Coplah-Lincoln  Community

‘The conference will begin with a
Keynoce addren by lca Belin,
sty of Maryland, author of
es without Masters: The Free
Neges e the Ansbelas S, The
conference will continue with
programs, films,  workshops,
discussion groups, book signings,
e meals, and

"X ighlighe will be the dedication
and grand opening of the William

Naonal Hisric
 conference is sponsored by
cw\.h “Lincoln ~ Community

Dk g opi Lt of
rchives and History,

e Bl

Founder and director is Carolyn

e of the advisory committee of
the Center for the Study of Southern.
Culture.

Pork st Degirtmencol

Archives an

Mississippi Public Bmadcx;nng
s Car

the Cente for the Sty of Southern
Culue.

o

may b obaind by calling (0146
1289 or toll-free 86-296- 6
mailing Chnslv\vlllmm@calm d;
or by visiting tl
www.colin.edufnlcc. rararal
conference i
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may be obtained by calling 601-446-
129 0r e 866296 522 by
mai . Williams@colin.edu;
by Sisiting che Web. site,
www.colin.edu/nlee. Most of the
conference is fee.
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June'8,2004

Center Advisory Committee Members

FROM:  Charles Reagan Wilson, Dircctor

SUBJECT:  July Meeting and Faulkner and Yoknaptawpha Conference

The Center’s next Advisory Committee meeting will be held on Saturday, July 24th, at 2:00 p.m. in

Barnard Observatory. We will also have a breakfast meeting on Sunday, July 25th, at 10:00 a.m. in
Barnard Observatory. A preliminary list of activities is enclosed.

Bveryone s vied 1o o “Dutch Treat” events on Saturday, the 24th. We'll have lunch at City
Grocery at 11:30 a.m. and dinner at the Downtown Grill at 7:00 p.m. Please return the cniclosed
fom to make reservaiions for anch and/or dinner, o call my assistant o confirm your ttending the
lunch and/or dinner.

“The 315t annual Faulkner and Yoknapatawpha Conference will begin on Sunday, July 25, and we
hope you will plan to stay for at leasta few days of the conference, if not for the entire week. A
preliminary schedule is enclosed.

‘Your name tags will serve as tickets for most conference activitics, but reservations and payments
are required for meals and tours. You may make reservations for these events by returning
the reply form to the Center by Friday, July 9.

Ihope you will make plans to attend the committee meeting and to join us for the conference. The
July meeting every year marks a key Center planning date, when we assess what we've been doing
and what we're planning for upcoming months. We look forward to seeing you and the rest of our
committee members soon!

Enclosures

P.S.: Our winter meeting will take place on Sunday, February 27, 2005, in conjunction with the
Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration. A flyer with information about the program is encloscd.

A Great American Public University
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NATCHEZ LITERARY & CINEMA

CELEBRATION
Natchez, Mississippi

FEBRUARY 23 - 27, 2005

Between Two Worlds:
Free Blacks in the Antebellum South

16th annual conference celebrating
the literary and cinema world

Natchez Convention Center

The purpose of the Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration is to bring to
Natchez, Mississippi, an annual thematic humanities event that ties together the
historical, literary, political, social, artistic, and natural heritage of Mississippi and
the South. I‘hs event celebrates the region's contributions through lectures, films,

seminars, workshops, di: i concerts, dramatic
presentauons eXh]bllS tours, field trips, book signings, and award ceremonies.

4BOUT THE CELEBRATION......

The Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration, winner of an Olympic Award, the
Governor’s Award, and the Mississippi Tourism Award, has been called by
official fs “Mississippi’s most signi annual devoted to
literature, history, and culture.”

Sponsored by Copiah-Lincoln Community College, Natchez National Historical
Park, Mississippi Department of Archives and History, and Mississippi Public
Broadcasting, the Celebration annually presents a theme-based lecture series
znhanced by films, field trips, workshops, exhibits, book signings, and
discussions.
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Ann, thanks for agreeing to put a blurb about the 2005 NLCC into the next issue of Southern 9

Register. | enjoy the magazine so much and look forward to four issues each year!l How doyou
doit?? | stand amazed.

Here goes:

A tiveting topic, speakers who are major headiiners, and a program with a track record
of success—allin Mississippi's Queen City!"

0 wrole one scholar about the 16" annual Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration, to
take place Feb. 23-27, 2005, in Natchez, Miss. The theme is “Between Two Worlds: Fros Bracke
in the Antebellum South.”

The conference will begin with a keynote address by Ira Berln, University of Maryland,
author of Slaves Without Masters: The Free Negro in the Antabellum South. The conferemse wil
Continue with programs, fims, workshops, discussion groups, book signings, concerts, fours,
meals, and receptions.

A highiight will be the dedication and grand opening of the William Johnson House in
downtown Natchez, once home of a Free Black and now partof the Natchez National Historieal
Park

‘The Olympic Award-winning conference s sponsored by Copiah-Lincoln Community
College, Natchez National Historical Park, Mississippi Department of Archives and History, and
Mississippi Public Broadcasting. Founder and director is. Carolyn Vance Smith of Natchez,
fongtime member of the board of the Center for the Study of Southern Culture.
Information about the conference may be obtained by calling 601-446-1289 or toll-free
866-206-6522; by emailing Christ edu; or by visiting the web site,
lin.edt of ce is free.

‘Thanks, Annl!
Carolyn

Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration

Educational Travel Associates, Inc. Elderhostel

P.0. Box 1307

Natchez, MS 39121-1307

Phone: 601-446-1208

Fax: 601-446-1214

Email: Carolyn. Smith@colin.edu

Web site for Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration
waw. colin.edu/nlce
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The 16th annual
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University of Mlississippi
Oxtord +Jackron + Tapelo - Southaven
ottty St o
Fax:(662)915-3814

RL: hutp! /wwvwolemis edu depts/south

To: Center Advisory Committee
From: CRW
Subject: Coming Year

Date: September 7, 2004

Yesterday was Labor Day, the traditional end of the summer, and I want to begin the academic
year with a brief update from the Center and give you a schedule of upcoming Center activiics

It has been a busy summer. 1 am pleased to let you know that we sent off the manuscript for the
first revisions of the second edition of the Encyclopedia of Southern Culture. We have deadlines
of September 15 and 30 to send additional matrial, o things are happening here.

We are working away at the Mississippi Encyclopedia, and 'm enclosing a copy of a nice story
the Clarion-Ledger did about it

I'm also enclosing a calendar of Center conferences and other meetings and events. Our Center
Advisory Board meeting is on October 7, during the Southern Foodways Symposium. We w
meet at the City Grocery for a brunch at 11:30 a.m. and then our meeting will follow from 1:00
until 3:00 p.m. at the Barnard Observatory. We will also have an Advisory Committee mecting
on February 27 in Natchez, during the Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration.

Y want especially to highlight the American South, Then and Now Symposium, November 18-
20. At the same time, we will alsa.be honoring the members of the L. Q. C. Lamar Society, a
1970s-cra group that pioncered the kind of work the Endowment for the Future of the South will
be launching. We are hoping for a big turmout from our Advisory Commitiee members, as we
begin Future of the South projects. I am enclosing a copy of the program for the symposiur.

We hope everyone had a great summer. We look forward o sceing you soon

A Great American Public Unicers
whwwolemiss.ed |
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Natchez completes $2M renovation of freed slave’s home

i
%

¥002 ‘7 H3EOLO0 ‘AYONOR

P|Ig|'|mage nast

2605 pact |
rege U



home houses  bookstore.
‘A permanent exhibit et o openin

sures. bellum South, will feature udio tour

down home,astructure that paledin  dary andtifcts ound during the
comparison o the gndeurofthe  renovtion.
homes. “The house s oing o be the most
“Nor didhekaow the ingin
wholi DETAILS town,said John Salee:
by, general manager of
nearby Natches Pilgrn-
age Tours, ohnson s
very
clfigure. Alotof good
isgoing o
his”
Bomintoslaveryin
1808, Johnson was
‘Willam John-
son, he man thought o
betisfather He bought
beshopin1830and
oot
Natcher's wealihiest menashis frieads
‘Anenergetic and shrewd business-
‘man, Johnson opened sveral barber-

NTE I

Pése I



Johnson: Diary used to h

From 6B

himself. It seems so paradoxical,

sid i Hicaney oflhe Nes”
National Historical Park Service.
Hewas doing everything he
couldto hlrmd!msocxety,
and that meant owning land an
slaves Thattjust Lhewayxlwas

]ohnsan, who martiedandhad
11 children before he was mur-
dered duringal boundzry dispute
in 1851, kept an extensive diary
depictingife in the post.Civil
‘War era. It was published by the
Louisiana State University Press
in1951.

‘The diary —which include
entries about business, family and
horse racing — is considered to
be one of the most in-depth
accounts ofthe day-to-day life of a

African-American manin
the 18405 and '50.

p replicate interior

Curator Kathleen Jenkins discusses the hangi

5 s
1
Molly Dempsey/Speclto The Caron-Ledger

ging of wallpaper with e

Nealof Landers Painting n the paror o the Willam Johnson ho
hez. The home recently was openedtothe public.

soit take Natchez, which de ittothe  busis the lives of
cermin sense. ofsincerity.' National Park Service in 1990. slaves.”
The house i three sits Guerico, uff,
the diary un: that Nati it
home’s interior appeared al Historical Md. inthe nated
Johnson lived there. A ma]nnty of rose, and  an original
the 1716 sif back He it
either sold or Rosali areasmain-  will h
ey by Mars Lonae Ml il e
wife oﬂohluonxmndson, Dr. organization. house is important,” he said. “We
‘William Jol “Johs safascinat-  want -ar ived, how he
lh Pnsemtlon Society of Elli- ~ that fits into our mlerpmtlve his children and his servants ...
cott Hill in 1976. The group then  goals,” Heaney said. “Now, We have waited a longhmdm
sold the property to the City of can talk about the elite, ﬁeeblm’:k this story to be told.”
REOS  yrent)
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New Ventress Members

The Center is happy to announce that
and Emest Joyner of Tupelo have
sme the latest members of the
Ventress Order, an organization that
administers gifts to departments of Ole
Miss's College of Liberal Arts. The
oyt longtime supporters of the
C

join 11 ather individuals or

organizations to use their Ventress
Order gift to support the Center.

“The Ventress Order really appealed
to us,” said Jamie Joyner, who recently

joined the Cente
committee
U
peaple to designate gifts to a particular

advisory

“It’s great that the

versity has a program that allows
department.”

The Joyners, who have lived in Tupelo
for more than 40 years and who have ties
to north Mississippi dating back five
generations, say they're proud of the

work Ole Miss and the Center are doing
to promote Mississippi. “The Center has
a positive, strong national presence, and
we have a lot of pride in the positive
programs it offers,” Jamie said.

Besides supporting the Center,
Ernest, a Vanderbilt University
graduate who works for BancorpSouth,
and Jamie, who is a homemaker, have

Jamie and Ernest Joyner

2665 it |
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donated their time and money to a
number of cultural,
philanthropic endeavors throughout

artistic, and

north Mississippi.“We think the state
and the University are moving in the
right direction, and an awful lot of
people have worked hard to s
happen,” Jamie said. “We just want to
be apart of that.”

amed in honor of James Alexander
Ventress, a founding father of the
Order
encourages recognition of the College of

that

University, the Ventress
Liberal Arts as one of the country’s
College
family

outstanding centers of learning.
of Liberal Arts graduates,
members, friends, or organizations may
join the order and designate their gifts
to particular departments or programs
within the college. Corporate and full
individual memberships are available by
pledging $10,000 and  $5,000
respectively. Gifts are payable in lump
sums or installments nor to exceed 10
years. Affiliate memberships are also
ge of $1,000,
payable in a lump sum or installments

available through a ple
not to exceed four years.

JENNIFER SOUTHALL
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NATCHEZ LITERARY
& CINEMA CELEBRATION

BETWEEN TWO WORLDS:
Free Blacks in the Antebellum South
February 23 - 27, 2005
Natchez Convention Center
Natchez, Mississippi
Programs by Nationaly Known

Schol

e weH as

Information & Tickets
_ | 601-446-1289 / 866-296-6522 wkfree
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znpost at Slavery's Crossroads Page 1 of 3
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@he New Hlork Times

December 16,2004

New Signpost at Slavery's Crossroads

By PATRICIA LEIGH BROWN

N ATCHEZ, Miss.

THE i

s of the Road looks like nowhere and everywhere. A nondescript urban
p.ﬂkhwurk Gisinguished by One Way and Do Not Enter signs, & muffle repair shop and hillocky
vacant lots, this land has, until now, shown little to suggest its insidious bloodline. It s the placc, from
the late 1820's to the Civil War, where slave traders plied their wares in what is today considered,
second only to New Orleans, to have been the largest slave market in the South.

On Dec. 11 a group known as Friends of the Forks of the Road and assorted well-wishers gathered on
this seraggly serap of ground to celebrate a victory of sorts: the installation of a small exhibit and
sculpture that for the first time publicly interprels 2nd rcognizes s history. Ser Seshs Ab HeterC. M.
Boxley, 65, who camed packet money as a boy selling daffodils and pralines to tourists outside
nbebefhum mankione, his apent i pease Shat umm, the site, a part of which was purchased by the
city last year with a $130,000 grant from the Mississippi State Department of Archives and History.

"Traditional preservationists look for bricks and buildings,” he said, ceremoniously anointing the
‘ground with dirt from Gorée Island, Sencgal, a center of the European slave trade, and water from the
Ghio Rive, ih tanscontinental lave trde's watery byway, and ot concoctions. "But the humanity
and spirit of our ancestors lies here."

In this city of flickering chandeliers, where "guests," as tourists are called, have long come to ooh and
aah at Hepplewhite desks and matching porcelain cuspidors, it is a moment of historical reckoning. Just
up the hill from Forks of the Road lies Monmouth Plantation, a luxury hotel where gucsts can sleep in
“garden cottages” with minibars modeled on slave cabins,

Once described by Robert Penn Warren as "a fantasia," Natchez, a city of 18,000, is equally divided
betwen black and white and elected its first black mayor since Reconstruction last year. Untilrecently,
however, the city largely filisred its own history through a gauze of lace. The white aristocracy that
amassed fortunes in cotion tumed Natchez into what Ronald L. F. Davis, a professor of history at
California State University at Northridge, calls "the wealthiest enclave of plantation slavery in the entire
South."

While volunteering rec

tly at the Ro O, Misisppis oldst A A
congregation, Ralph W. Jumlnbs, 653 hoard member o e Hisone Ko Foundation, said: "It
counds il bt coarse 0 82y i, bt hey wers secing white Natohos, Natches fom the peepective of
a slaveholde

There are inkli
President Bus

of change amid the damask. The new federal spending bill, signed into law by
on Dec. 8, includes $150,000 to assess the possibility of expanding and including the

hitp//wwiw.nytimes.com/2004/12/16/garden/|6FORK. himi? 12/16/2004
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Calendar of Events

tchez Literary

(continued from page 17)

Free Blacks in Ad: M Sponsors of the NLCC are Co-Lin, Natchez National

and
Mills, Samford University g of Genealogy and Historical  Historical Park, Missi
Research, will

Most of the conference is free. To get tickets for the lunch-  with Carolyn Vance Smith are

sippi Department of Archives and History
genealogy today. and Mississippi Public Broadcasting. Conference co-chairmen
‘Whisenant of the"NNHP,

con, one reception, the concert, the gala benefit party, and pre-  Jim Bamett of MDAH and Marie Antoon of MPB.

and post
mation, call toll-free 1-866-296-6522 or 601-446-1289. Or  Humanities Council.
email mail_to:Christy Williams@colin.edu or visit the web.

site yrwwcolin edulnlcc.

onference seminars and workshops, and to get infor-  The conference is partially funded by the Missi

Let us know where you are!

ippi

'

H

1 Full Name

1 Name while at Co-Lin, if different:

1 Address: '
Date of Birth: : Year Graduated:

Phone Number: Email Addres;

News:

S nu
They wibe s or Foudton A e only. Tell us your news

kristi watts@colin.edu

yae AT

ldresses, phone numbers, social security numbers and email addresses will NOT be printed or distributed.

Send to: Copiah-Lincoln Community College, ATTN: ALUMNI AFFAIRS, PO. Box 649, Wesson, MS 39191 or email

& Coom 1o



2 Alumni Officers Elected
4 Foundation Hall of Fame Induction

7 Brewer Scholarship Established

Alumni of the Year

Homecoming Golf Tournament
Winners

Dow-Young Building Dedication

Simpson County Center
Groundbreaking

16 Community Arts Series 2005

18 Natchez News

20 Tracking the Classes

Natchez Literary & Cinema
Celebration Feb. 23-27, 2005

PETASTER Send advess canger
P.0. Box 649 - Wesson, MS 39191
(601) 643.8332

oo, coo,reigin,

natona g, o disabity and i n complance wih T IX iectves.

Taculy or students.
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Literary Ci C
Free Blacks in the South
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Who were Free Blacks in the South preceding the Civil War? Were they better off than
slaves? Were they semi-slaves? Were they treated compassionately by white people? Or did they
enjoy the fullrights o whites?

“The truth will be told about this unusual group of people in Amer
‘annual Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration,” s
Community College in Nateh

Smith and Co-Lin founded the Celebration in 1990 and have guided it into what i called
by official evaluators “Missisippi's mostsignificant conference devoted to literature, history,
film and culture.”

“The Celebration has won an Olympic Award, two state tourism awards and a Mississippi
Humanities Council award for outstanding programming.

“The 2005 conference theme is “Between Two Worlds: Free Blacks in the Antebellum
South.” Itis set for Feb. 23-27, 2005, with headquarters at the Natchez Convention Center on
Main Street downtown Natche:

“We think the 2005 conference will be our strongest yet,” Smith said. “We began with a

dded Pulitzer P nationally known scholars and
beautiful Natchez as a living museu that relates directly to the subject of the conference.”
tehez as a living museu is exemplified in the William Johnson House, built by a Free
Black in Natchez, which will be officially opened to the public by the National Park Service
during the conference.

Free dedication ceremoni for 9 a.m., Feb. 26, 2005, will attract national, state and
local governmental and tourism leaders as well as conference-goers, the general public and
‘media representatives.

Among the speakers at the conference are the following:

Tra Berlin, University of Maryland, author of Slaves without Masters: The Free Negro in
the Antebellum South, on Free Blacks in the South

Lester Sullivan, Xavier University of Louisiana, on Free Blacks from Natchez to New
Orleans

Ruth and Jim Coy on Robert D. Smith, a Free Black of Natchez whose home, Bontura,
will be the site of the Celebration’s annual gala benefit party Feb. 26

Douglas Inglis, Texas Tech University Research Center, Seville, Spain, on Free Blacks
during the Colonial perior

Alex Kronemer, documentary film maker of Silver Spring, Md., on Ibrahima, an African
prince who was a slave in Natchez.

Sybil Kein, New Orleans, author of Gunbo People and Creole: The History and Legacy
of Louisiana’s Free People of Color, on Louisiana Creole cultural herita
Elizabeth Shown Mills, Tuscaloosa, Ala., author of Isle of Canes and Cane River Creole
Series, on master-slave sexual dynamics and slaveholding by free people of color
William Bedford Clark, Texas A&M University, on Robert Penn Warren’s Band of
Angels

Douglas Bristol, Jr., University of Southern Mississippi, on Black barbers and the
structure of Free Black society

William L. Andrews, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, on William Johnson and
the Affican-American narrative

an history at the 16"
arolyn Vance Smith of Copiah-Lincoln
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Hello, everyone!

The 16 annual Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration in Natchez, Miss., wil take place Feb.
2327, 2005, using the theme, *Between Two Worlds: Free Blacks in the Aniebellum South.” Co-
Lin, Natchez Campus, founded the conference and is co-sponsor this year with the Natchez
National Historical Park, Mississippi Department of Archives and History, and Mississippi Public
Broadcastin

Former Mississippi Gov. William Winter and Co-Lin's own President, Dr. Howell Garner, will serve
as director of proceedings for the conference. Co-chairman and founder of the conference is
Carolyn Vance Smith of Co-Lin Natchez.

As usual, Co-Lin Natchez will host some of the conference activities on campus. Other parls of
the conference are in downtown Natchez, with the Natchez Convention Center serving as
headquarters.

As a member of the Co-Lin family in Natchez and in Wesson, you are invited to attend
segments of the NLCC free of charge. These activities cost others $30 per person. it Shon
your Co-Lin ID to getin free.

These two segments will be on the Co-Lin Natchez campus in the Redd/Watkins Vo-Tech
Building.

One segment contains four sessions on Wed. morning, Feb. 23

That moring, the programs are at 8 a.m. (Dr. Susanne Dietzell on Maya Angelou'’s writings); at 9
am. (Or. Ethel Young-Minor on Mississippi Black writers): at 10 a.m. (Dr. Murray Shugars on
Mississippi poet Frank Stanford); and at 11 a.m. (Mr. Lester Sullivan on William Johnson:
Natchez Journalist about Town.) The 11 a.m. session is co-sponsored by Student Support
Senvices at Co-

If anyone who s not from Co-Lin wants to attend, the above sessions cost $15, payable at the
door.

The second segment contains two sessions on Sun. morning, Feb. 27, again in the Redd/Watkins
Vo-Tech Building. On that morning, the Ellen Douglas Writing Workshops will take place. Choose
one workshop from 8:30-10:30 a.m (Frances Doss on the importance of journal writing OR Alan
Huffman on doing research in Affica OR Billy Ray Reynolds on sound making for films). Choose
another workshop from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. (Ronald Davis on Records of Free Blacks in Adams.
County, Miss., OR Elizabelh Shown Mils on genealogy today).

From 10:30-11 a.m. on Sun., Feb. 27, a reception honoring Ellen Douglas willtake place. (Ellen
Douglas is the pen name of the Natchez-bor author Josephine Haxton.)

The cthe g of Celebration are mostly free at the atehez Conisnion Caiter They bagn
p.m., Wed., Feb. 23, and o through Sat. evening, Feb. look at

ek o n o it oo o Coin raios o viek e web ohe ot mmplete agenda:
‘www.colin edu/nlce

One ticketed event is a fabulous Creole jazz concert at 8 p.m., Fri., Feb. 25, at the Natchez
Convention Center by Don Vappie and the Creole Jazz Serenaders. This group regularly tours
Europe and the United States and is always featured at the New Orleans Jazz Festival. Tickets
are a mere $10.

To get your tickets, stop by the office of Mr. Mark LaFrancis, Director of Public Information on the
Natehez Campus. His office is across from the Admissions Office in the Reed Academic Building.
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“To: Center Advisory Committee
From: CRW
Subject: Natchez meeting and Center acivities
Date: January 7, 200:

Greetings and Happy New Year! We had a busy and productive fall semester, and we are looking
forward to many actvities this spring.

The next Advisory Ce will be February 27 in Natch rt of the Natchez
Literary and Cinema Celebration. The Center will be hosting a reception at the Natchez
Celobration on Saturday, February 26, followed by attendance at an awards ceremony, and then
dinner at the Cock of the Walk. The next moming we will gather at Elgin Plantation for our
Advisory Committee meeting and breakfast. Thanks, as always, o Ruth Ellen Calhoun for
hosting us there and thanks also to Carolyn Vance Smith for another great Naichez program ard
for her assistance with our reception.

Enclosed is a form to let us know if you will be able t0 attend some or all of the Natchez
activities. Please return it o us by January 28, 2005,

Twanted to mention how pleased we were with the American South, Then and Now Symposium
and the L. Q. C. Lamar Society Reunion in November. We had a stellar group of influential
Souther eaders fo hrc daysof simulting presemationsaboutthe South’s past and future.

“The meetings were particularly significant in kicking off the activities of the Endowment for the
Future of the South. As you know, one of our challenges in the coming year will be raising the
remaining matching funds for the Hardin Foundation grant that will confirm the Center’s role as a
leader in preparing for the South’s future.

Enclosed you will find.an updated copy of the Center Advisory Committee members lst and the
Natchez Celebration Schedule. You may also check their Web site for additional information:
www.colin.edw/nlee. If any information on the contaet st i incorret, please c-mail or fax Sally
Lyon (slyon@olemiss.edu) with updates.

“Thanks for all o your encouragement and support. We hope to see you soon in Natchez.
A Great American Public University
wewwolemiss.edu
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Smith, Carolyn Vance

From:  LaFrancis, Mark
Sont:  Thursday, January 20, 2005 3:37 PM
it Colin Everyone

‘Subject: Tickets for Upcoming NLCC Concert

Hello, everyone:
Sight foot-stompin’ concert by Don Vappi . of New Orleans.
Theirs s one. bands i the land. Dont
the Natchez L
Think of ‘traditional’ or ‘classic’ New Orleans jazz and what comes to mind? The scratches, hisses, and pops of a mono
recording from the dawn of the recording era? A group of venerable musicians faithfully playing the same old tunes,
cordin s changing now. tanks 0 Don Vappie and s roup of Creoe
' b wal losc of café au lait and beignets, are putting the life back into this
the tcket sale. Checks should

Celobration. ¥ o
already.)

Fora complete look at this year's outstanding NLCC program, go to:
s colin edulnice
For alook at Don Vappie and the Creole Jazz Serenaders, go o the web site:

itp:/vappielle.comicreolejazz him

Thank you
Mark LaF
Dircctor of Public Informatio
Copiai-Lincola Communit Coltege
11Co-
‘{nthu, "M 39120

601-446-1205 -
FAX 014461296

12012005
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Friends Board of Directors
FROM: Katherine Crump

DATE: January 27, 2005
: Friends Board Meeting

“The February meeting of Friends of Mississippi Public Broadcasting has been scheduled
for Friday, February 2 i the Concordia Room ofthe Nachez Convenion Cener
~4:00 p.m. As discussed at our October board meeting, the date and venue
i e ‘ear with the Natchez Literary Cinema Celebration and will cnable our
membes 10 take advantage of al the stellar events from Wednesday, February 23 —
Sunday, February 27, if you choose fo do so.

A block of rooms is reserved for Friends and MPB stafT at the Isle of Capri. If you
choose to stay at the Isle, the special room rate is $35.00 a day. Please be sure

and mention that you are a Friends board member with NLCC when making your
reservations. The toll free number to the Isle is 800-722-5825.

Friends of Mississippi Public Broadcasting will be sponsoring a reception from 5 p.m.
unil 6:30 pm. at the home of John and Varie Bergeron, 310 South Pearl i
following the meeting. The enclosed bro

year’s celebration. A map of directions to the convention center is also lnclud:d

So plan to join us for our board meeting and reception in lovely early-spring Natchez
during this year's lterary celebration and take advantage of a rare opportunity to

enjoy some fun and fellowship with other members of the MPB family, as well as meet
and converse with some of Mississippi’s most distinguished literary figurcs. For
planning purposes, it is necessary for us to have a good idea of who will be attending.
Please let us know your plans by completing and returning the response card by February
14,2005. Should you have any questions, please contact Shirley Labranche at (601)
432-6390 orat Shirley.Labranche @mpbonline.org.

See you in Natchez!
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16th Annual Natchez Literary
and Cinema Celebration
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conference are the followi
* Ira Berlin, University of

Crelo Seies o st aave
wal dynamics and slave-
niting .t people. of

proy

ference theme

“Between Two Worlds: Free
Blacks in the Antebellum
South.” It is set for Feb. 23-
27,2005, with headquarters at

that relates directly 10 the sub-
ject of the conference.”
Natchez as a living muse-
um s exemplified in the
‘William Johnson House, built
by a Free Black in Natchez,

National Park Service during
the conference.
Fi

state and local governmental
‘and tourism leaders as well as
conference-goers, the general
public and media representa-
tives.

2005
Pege

il
The William Johnson House
e Natehez Domcrat

Maryland, author of Slaves
without Masters: The Free
Negro in the Antebellum
South, on Free Blacks in the

* Douglas Ingli, Texas Tech
University Research Center,
Seville, Spain, on Free Blacks
during the Colonial peri

* Alex Kronemer, documen-
tary film maker of Silver
Spring, Md., on Ibrahima, an
African_prince who was a
slave in Natchez

* Sybil Kein, New Orleans,

Peaple of Color, on Louisiana.
Creole cultural herita

2 R e i
Tuscalooss, Ala,, author of
Isle of Canes and Cane River

gert |
3

color
* William Bedford Clark,
fexas A&M University, on
Robert Penn Warren's Band of

Angels
* Douglas Bristol, Jr,

Johnson and the African-

Leonard P Curry of
University of Louisville, on
Free Blacks in the urban
South

s Mot Cou

w Orleans, on women in
»» William Johnson family
P
DC on Black masters and
their role s misunderstood
slave owners
* Edward P. Jones,
Washington, D.C. Pulitzer
Prize winner for the novel,
‘The Known World

See LITERARY Page §



A0S /7“'+‘ !
e

‘ebruary 11, 2005

LITERARY

Continued from page 3

The confeson's fstiveoson of Nache, e

ony will diaries inspired William

et 6 i Feb. 26, Winning  Jonson’s Natchz: The Ane-

the Richard Wright Literary Bellun Diary o a Fee Negro
Excellence  Award  are hez.

William Raspberry, Pulitzer Concluding the confer-

The Washington Post, and Writing Workshops. Frances
Mildred D. Taylor, author of Doss of the Alcom State
Rall of Thunder Hear by Unlvesly Wetng Prjee
oy whish won the Aneicanwilldis
lan

Library Association’s
Newbery Award.

Winning the Horon | ciea s e
Foote  Aw for in Africs; Billy Ray

Quutanding Scx(cnphy Reynolds, singer/songwriter.
Writing Khouri, ~of Nashville, will discuss cre-
b ating sound and music for
Louise and Divine Secrets of  screenplays, films and video;
dhe 1o Striood Ronald L. . Davis, Californi
nhancing the lecture  State Univer
i s DR v e [ el ing_primary
s, incuding Band. of | teeach of Free Blacks i
ingels, Divine Secrets of the  Adams County, Mis
o St 3 o, Ellzabets Stowa” Mils,
‘ment about Bontura from the  Samford University Instiute
History Detective Series; a  of Genealogy and Historical
Research, willdi

Vappie and the Creole Jazz  ogy today.
Mostof the conference is

Tdosony \mchei’ a lunch-
eon of the 18505
y Mickey Davisnd A Trcs
of Natchez; tiree receptions
exhibits; and discussion ses-

Department of Archives and
Hule) Sl Lt
Public

Rl AT
Carolyn Vance Smith are
Keith Whisenant of _the
D S

Antoon of MPB.

e ly
University, on Mississippi funded by the Mississippi
poet Frank Stanford; and  Humanities Council.

Lester  Sullivan, Xavier Aricle submited by Carolyn
University, on  William  Fance Smith




% The Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration

-
T w»:.wum..w‘...‘.wmmm

e e o e Vo o ol
e 0 e e e 50 e o S e 1
e T R R 5

e
- ;ﬁ‘:ﬁm\m(amml”hm(wm Coteg.

it o bt s, G i W o o b e o
T T T T
e S L B

e e o L e
Ay WA SRR Y

P — —
e e P e e ey
o e L e
B e e B i 2 e

e e o e s i Lo o o M i
g e, & b
o510 kit oy i e oty i, e 3,
e e i ey
Yo Tow ey ek e
ek ety Ctg | ot e o o o
iy e 5 e G o1 s S

et sttt e b
e e s

ey S T e S 5
TR et b s

+ Pt T e e
e Wil ey S . g
et S e S e

e ,»....w-.mmmm..m-m.w:_

i




2005 [
v T

Feraary 18 !
Program

S it S
e

S Frmindle Lojsann
bty

coraary 18 i
e St Mo |
oamsion g Evaatl cmmaﬁa:m o
ey Ty LRy
12:05 pm. Wthhul. Mississippi
vt vy

oresesTeeve b vosce R

INFORMATION FOR TEACHERS WANTING CEUs at the 2003 NLCC

sches Lierary

To
Froms Carolyn Vance Smith, NLCC Co-chaiman, Copia] Lineon.
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NLCC: A celebration
of books, music and film
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Co-Lin, area students follow
in Johnson’s ‘footsteps’
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Winter reﬂects on 16 years with the NLCC
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NATCHEZ LITERARY AND CINEMA CELEBRATION “&%(ggg

BETWEEN TWO WORLDS:
FREE BLACKS IN THE ANTEBELLUM SOUTH

Feb. 23-27, 2005 * Natchez Convention Center, Natchez Miss.

Programs by Nationally Kn s Film Experts as well as
il »Concets  Exhiits » Discusons  furs Bodk S1afa g Workshop »Recepons » s

N

Black in Natchez,

Copiah-Lincoln Community College, Natchez Historical Park,
Missisippi Department of Archives and History, and Mississippi Publc Broadcasting

Bluffs & Bayous % February 2005 ¢ Page 42
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FEBRUARY 4
‘ Krewe of Pheonix Mardi Gras Parade “Pure Country”
Colorful and exciting parade through downtown Natchez, beginning at 4pm

FEBRUARY ||
Krewe of Pheonix Grand Ball 601-446-9644 |1

FEBRUARY 23 - 27
Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration ‘
16th Annual Award Winning Conference
“Between Two Worlds: Free Blacks in the Antebellum South” ‘
601-446-1289 or Toll Free 866-296-6522

| FEBRUARY 26 !
| River City Classic

10k, 5k & 1 Mile Fun Run

Sponsored by Natchez Community Hospital 601-445-6200 ‘

MARCH 12 - APRIL 16
Natchez Spring Pilgrimage
31 Antebellum Mansions - Evening entertainment
| 800-647-6742 or 601-446-6631

Development Authority/Tourism

Partially funded by the Missis:
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INFORMATION FOR TEACHERS WANTING CEUs at the 2005 NLCC

To:  Allteachers wanting CEUs for attending the 2005 Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration
From: Carolyn Vance Smith, NLCC Co-chairman, Copiah-Lincoln Community College.
Re: Details conceming CEUs

‘Welcome! To be certain you receive your CEUs, be sure your name and address are registered with Millicent
Mayo and that you have paid either 75 for up 10 35 hours (3.5 CEUs) or $65 for fewer hours (thus, fewer
EUs), Plss pay in advanor f you chano pless ad Miicen i the by of CopisiLincol Comaniy
College, Natchez Campus, before § a.m., Wed., Feb. 23, 2005, or at the Natchez Convention Center on Main
Stee pror o the opening ceremany a3 pm, Wed.,Feb. 23, 2005 She can be eached aftr tat o her
Natchez-Adams School District offce on Homochitto S. Her phone number i 601-445-0217.

‘You must SIGN IN AND SIGN OUT at the NLCC to receive your hous, showing PHOTO IDENTIFICATION.
‘You must arive at least 15 minutes prior to mebegmwnrmnmmn(mm.n,-,a moon, or evening)
sign n s0 that your hours can be easily talied. You will ot recive the hours if you arive more than 15 minutes
aftera segment has begun. You mustsign out when you leave, showing photo 1D and giving time of departure.

Torecive 135 hous (3.5 CBUS) you s st confrenc sesons boganing st ., e Fe 23,3
‘Copiah-Lincoln and ending at 1 p.m, Sun., Feb. 27 Mostof the confrence i a the Natche Convention

et b e el o i . Tl o o st ot CRl, 3o sl 68
i and out of sessions you attend. To sign in, look for  person with a sign-up sheet at the following times:

15 m, Copish-Lincoln Communiy Collg, || Co-Lin Cice
15 pam, Natehez Convention Center, 21 Main St
« 7:7:30 pm, Natchez Convention Center

THURS., FEB. 24
. 15 .m, Natches Comenton Cener(Segment fom 1630 . warth 1. hoursor 15 CEU)

To ecive CEUs you may chooe o atindeilir theprogana the Comertion Cener ORth panel

Dot Nachas High Schol, bofhsehecld 1040

10345-11:30 am. Nathsz Conventon Ceter(You mustsigninsndaut o e moming sgroets, o

matter where you attend the 9 a.m. ses

145215 pms Natche Conventon Comer

o 7:157:45 pm., Natchez Convention Center

ERL,FEB.25
 8:309:15 am, Natchez Convention Center
 1:302:15 p.m., Natchez Convention Center
 7:308:15 p.m., Natchez Convention Center

EB.26
« 8:30.9:15 am., Natchez Convention Center
« 12:30-1:15 pm, Natchez Convention Center
+ $pam, Willam ohnson
« 5 pm. Natchez Convention Cen
© 58615 pm: Natehes Convetion Center
« 7:45:8:15 pam., Natchez Convention Center
SUN., FEB. 27
«" 8845 am., Copiab-Lincoln Community College, 11 Co-Lin Circle
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Service during the conference.
S ————— Among speakers attending are:
« Ira Berln, University of Maryland, au-
o | thor of Slaves without Masters: The Free Negro.
¢ | in the Avtchellum Souh, on Free Blacks in

the South
‘ ® Lester Sullivan, Xavier University of
Louisiana, on Free Blacks from Natchez

‘[ to New Orleans okt
Duth and Jim Coy on Robert D. Smith,a |
‘ PO e e e o
Ecbriarying 55 e site of wu<alebration's
& nefit party February 26

tween Two Worlds: Free

Be y
Blacks in the Antebellum South, % Texs Tech University
ss.

piteRes: M ter, Seville, Spain, on Free

| Who were Free Blacksin the South pre. (1€ Colonial period
ceding the Ciil War) Wer they bener 1% documentry flmmaker
o than saves? Were they semistvesy 8- kel i
i Vel eaed iy oy Jo s Ao
The Willam Jobvson Hovst, which s i veonie Ot enlofitc il K Stma ibonte
it Natchez by a fre black man prior rights of whites? o ;‘c"Z
lothe Gl War, il e one of heocatons | These are the questions that will drive 5 P O
Jorproceins durig the Nathe Lirary | the wheels of schalaship during the Ot Wil hertage

G Sesniacnual Natches, Lscepuon |16 IEIBCR it
Cinema Celebration, which has lon s{f“'}:y‘:;’;’;’, d’;:ﬁ“".‘;’:
been recognized as Mississippi's mostsig. <" 5
i concrcne st a1 by e people of colon
history, ilm and culture Bt Toadighl

The 2005 conference theme i Between

Between Two Worlds: Free Blacks in
the Antebellum South will e explored,

on Robert Penn Warren's

Two Worlds Fre Blacks in the Anebel. 0
|| lum South, Head b bt S
5 : 1, 0n Black barbers and the

Convention Center on Main Street, the ree Black society.

symposium draws regionally and nation-
ally renowned scholars, and engages them
in scholarly debate against the evocative
backdrop of Natchez' architectural and
cultural heritage. The subject matter s ~

pemtclly pojananc in the coniest o s EIR o
7any Natehes aealnditerk, nchudi | Tt NeOr

- Andrews, University of
ina, Chapel Hill, on Wil-
and the African-American

. menin the William Johnson

Between the States, and will be offically.
anened to the public by the National Park.

er, Washington, D.C., on
P2 fand their role as misunder-

| w0 siave owners
A hinaty fedesen Y satcs. DG

&0 e County, Miss.; and Elizabeth Shown
# /‘w Mills, Samford University Institute of
pege 53 Geneslogy and Historical Research, will

discuss genealogy today.

Most of the conference is free. For the
luncheon, one reception, the concert, the.
gala benefit party, and pre- and post- con-
ference seminars and workshops, and for
further information, call (866) 296-6522
or (601) 446-1289 or visit www.colin.
edu/nlcc
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Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration
P.O. Box 1307 = Natchez, MS 39121-1307

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact:  Carolyn Vance Smith
February 14, 2005 601.446.1208
Journal Writing Winners Entries on
MPB Rural Voices Radio

(Natchez, Miss.)—Eight Natchez area students will have their winning journal entries
broadeast statewide on Mississippi Public Broadcasting Radio during the next two weeks.
Each student recorded an essay for Rural Voices Radio for winning the 2005 Natchez
Literary and Cinema Celebration’s Journal Writing Contest

Ve have gleaned so much history about pre-Civil War Natchez in the journal entries of
William Johnson. These students have added a modern-day post script to this living
history with their own life and community recollections.” said MPB Executive Director
and NLCC co-chairman Marie Antoon. “We are proud to be able to share these students’
writings with Mississippians statewide during our Rural Voices Radio broadcasts on
MPB Radio.”

For 16 years, 1835-1851, Natchez businessman William Johnson, a free black, reported
the details of his life and Natchez society in his journal, eventually published as an 812-
page book. Students from Cathedral High School, Natchez High School, Trinity
Episcopal High School and Copiah-Lincoln Community College, Natehez Campus,
participated in the journal writing contest. Each school had 10 winners.

“We were impressed with the w of each student,” said Carolyn Vance
Smith, founder and co-chairman of the NLCC. “All of the journal entries provided a
unique and valuable reflection on the city of Natchez. This contest is a unique component
of the annual conference, set this year for Feb. 23-27."

Rural Voices Radio canbe heard weekdays on MPB Radio during Morning Edition at
8:19 a.m. and at 12:48 p.m. during Day to Day. The broadeast schedule for the 2005
Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration’s Journal Writing Contest Winners is:

February 14 — Jena Thomas
February 15 - Alex Allai
February 16 - Brittany Fells
February 17 - Cy Lambert
February 18 - Erica Davis
(more)

2605 /ﬂMH
Pége o4



Nategyttee blacks confrence (0 feture Johnson house - The Claion-Ledger Page 1 of 2

g 2 e Z~.‘.‘i‘.§f§MISSISSIPPI NEWS

February 22, 2005

Natchez free blacks conference to feature Johnson house

By Kathy Hanral
The Associated Press

Natchez, a virtual epicenter of free blacks in The details
Mississippi before the Civil War, this weel S v
hosting a five-day ploring the top
Souh besins Wednesday with
Speakers, movies and musikal
Carolyn Vance Smith, celebration founder and performances at the renovated
co-chairman, said this year's "Between Two pham Joncion o
Worlds" theme was selected to coincide with
the opening of the renovated William Johnson ﬂr;sc:v;;; ;:« open
house in Natchez. The conference marks the s e

16th year the Natchez Literary and Cinema
Celebration has hosted a convention of this caliber.

Johnson, considered by historians as Mississippis best known free black
. during slavery times, owned a barber shop and bath house in Natchez during
) the early to mid- 1800s.

. "We thought this conference would be a good springboard to our community p msu‘l’l':l;‘;“
Top Jobs and to anybody that wants to come to understand who he was and how he fit Itons,
Apartments in with the other free blacks and how they fit in with slaves, whites and Semvice:
ubserive Indians,"” Smith sai o et

Johnson's life was explored through books like William Johnson's Natchez
and The Barber of Natchez. His home, now owned by the National Park
Service, will open'to the public on Saturday after renovations. w
Search S
“Here in this town we have this guy who's not supposed o be there, that is a
black person who's free living in the belly of the beast, living in the heartland
of the slave South, contradicting everything that society stands for," said Ira

(yeiious 7 0my3) Berlin, the conference’s keynote speaker.

Paid archives
(1999 —presen)  p1lin, a professor at the University of Maryland, hopes the opening of
Johnson's house will spark interest in the subject of free blacks.

“Many people, perhaps most people, don't know there were black people who

ip: icle? 2/22/2005

S pact |
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‘The 16th Annual
Natchez Literary and Cinema

Celebration
Natchez, Mississippi

FEBRUARY 23-27, 2005
PRESENTS
BELWEEN 130 WORLDS:
CREEBLACKS INTHE

BELLUMSOUTH,
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Friday, February 4, 2005 THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natchez, Miss, « 9A
o

Democrat -
this week? Grand opening

William Johnson House celebration
part of Literary and Cinema event
In Sunday’s edition

TheéDemocrat

www.natchezdemocrat.com (601) 442-9101
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CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH

NLCC to present awards to Wllllam Raspberry,

Mildred D-Taylor, Callic Khouri
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Continued from Page 1

“Thelima & Louise, which won

an Oscar from e

Motion Picture

Siebes,he Weers G of

America_award for “Best

Original Scree

cliE o

Literary awards.

wiote Something 1o Talk

Taylor

About for Warner Brothers
Pictures in 1995, starring
D Q2id i Eibes)

ena.

owlands, - Robert

% Duvall and Kyra Sedgwick.
She also wrote Divine Secrets
of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood; which

Sandra.Bullock,

starred

Ashley Judd, Ellen Burstyn,

Maggie Smith and James

Gamer.

Following
mony and autograph session
will be a gala benefit o
e 4
15 Dok, ovalopkiog
A Mississippi River. The

honors the.

the dwards cere-

at the

award win-

ners and NLCC speakers.
Tickets are limited to this

event. They cost $125, with

$100 of that tax-deductible.

sharecropper
‘Wright's first novel, Native
Son, was published in 1940
and was an immediate suc-
cess. His Black Boy, a fiction-

y, was
published in 1945 and sold
400,000 copies in three
months.  After leaving

with a strong Mississippi con-
nection. The award has been
funded each year by Natchez
Newspapers lInc., publisher of
‘The Natchez Democrat and
“The Miss-Lou Guide.

inners of the award are
Eudora Welty, 1994; Margaret
‘Walker -Alexander, :
Ellen Douglas and Willie

Hannah and Sterling Plumpp,
1999; Beth Henley and David
Sansing, 2000, John Grisham
and Bill Minor, 2001; Lewis

Nonte 1 Job Mk,

TR.
e Taulbert, 2003; Greg
ew o Willam Scboroug,

& February 2002, a new
NLCC award, the Special
Achievement  Award  for

‘Texas, an Oscar-winning and
Pulitzer Prize-winning writer
of B
non-fiction memoir.

Following the announcement

The Richard Wright
Literary Excellence Award
was established in 1994 o

honor
knoven

the

internationally
ichard

or,

This. man

‘Winners must be Soutfiemers
who have excelled in writing
screenplays.

‘The Horton Foote Award
writing is the brain-
child of Gerald McRaney, an

Khouri

award-winning ﬁlm ..m tele-

vision actor of Missi

Sherman Oaks, Gl Sinee

the  Natchez Literary ||

c=|=r,m.vn in 2001 changed
it McRaney's sug-

gmmn o Nachez Literary '

inema_Celebration o
sk
flm, McRaney suggested a
g avac o that -

The Horton Fooke Award is
underwriten by The Misissippi
Fim Ol Do Toeto
Missisippi  Development

oote Award winners

are muy o ‘Thornton, 2003,
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