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LYRICS, LITERATURE, AND LAGNIAPPE
June 2-5, 1999

This conference features lectures by:

e Elvis Presley biographer Peter Guralnick (Careless
Love and Last Train to Memphis)

e New Orleans jazz experts Tom Piazza (Guide to
Classic Recorded Jazz) and Bruce Boyd Raeburn
(Hogan Jazz Archive, Tulane University)

e Blues authors David Evans (Big Road Blues) and
Robert Gordon (It Came from Memphis)

o Country music historian Allen Dennis (James
Blackwood: Memories)

o Pulitzer Prize nominee Clifton Taulbert (When We
Were Colored and Eight Habits of the Heart)

e Music enthusiasts Jim O'Neal (Living Blues); Elaine
Dundy (Ferriday, Louisiana); Michael Allen (Western
Rivermen 1763-1861); David G. Sansing (Mississippi
History through Four Centuries); Lynn Abbott
(Religious Recordings from Black New Orleans); Dan
Tyler (No. 1-hit songwriter)

Related events include:

e Richard Wright Literary Excellence Awards to
Sterling Plumpp and Barry Hannah

e Live concerts by Don Vappie and the Creole Jazz
Serenaders of New Orleans, the Mississippi Mass
Choir, St. Joseph Orchestra Ensemble, Hezekiah and
the Houserockers Band. and other groups

e Tours of historic mansions, jazz brunch, blues 'n’'
barbeque, high tea, exhibits, films, booksignings

e Salute to Jerry Lee Lewis, Pee Wee Whitaker, Jimmy
Swaggart, and Mickey Gilley, all of Ferriday, La.

e Extra special: A hands-on song-writing workshop!

Events are free or low-cost.

For information and tickets, 601-446-6345 or 1-800-647-6724
or visit the web site, www.colin.cc.ms.us/nlc
This event is sponsored by Copiah-Lincoln Community College, Mississippi Department
of Archives and History, and the Natchez National Historical Park

and is partially funded by the Mississippi Humanities Council.

For statewide travel information.
call 1-800-WARMEST.

The South’s Warmest Welcome
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INE 25, 30
NATCUEZ LTERARY CELEBRATION
NATCUEZ, MISSISSPP!

TUE 16T ANNUAL NIATCUEZ LITERARY CELEBRATION

ABOUT THE CELEBRATION...

{The Natcher Literary Celebration has been called by of
Misisippi's mos sgnificant annual conference desoed 1o e,
oy, nd

porsored by Copiah-LincolnCommunity College. Missisipi
lMme\ul’Ar\mvuamﬂlnmn e Nt Naioa Hiorcl
k. 1 iy Clbraion sl
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concr. exnibi
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n hard-working volunters. and top
iciire n Ol Avas. e Comenor's s
«wwpm Tourism Award)

o iion. th contrnc: il o Fomce disisis Goveror
‘Willam F. Winte. President, MDAH Board of Trustes, who for i e
yeas s served a the Celbration's Ditctor of Pocesding

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2, 1996

2 pan “Missisippi Roots of American Popular Music.”
Kansas Ciy (Norhing But the Bluess Living Blucs)

yNeal

315 pam: “Ferriday Frappe.” Elaine Dundy. Los Angeles (Ferriday
Louisiana)

S45 pm Salute 10 Jerry Lee Lewis. Pee Wee Whitaker. Mickey
Gile, nd Jimmy Svagort of Frdy. L o Tacony Pantation
and Ferriday Museum. Masic. Tour (525, Ticket A%)

30 pan: "Great Balls of Fire,"

im about Jery Lee Lewis
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Tuesday, June 1, 1999

Literary Celebration just ‘meant to be’

am frequently asked, "How did the
Natches Ly Celerution gt S |
Iways answer, It was meant 0 be. Many

factors were simply waiting (0 con-

verge.
Fi

in the spring of 1989, while I was
{eing 1 Coodilorof e Engsh

Department and Director of Public Relations
riseias o sl o

Il C. G
CopishLincaine Conummn) Cullcgp i
the college’s preside

Inatendance e 1500 topsdcatos
from all

Top of the
Morning

Carolyn Vance
Smith

Melrose t0the Natinal Park Sevice, he
Misisppi Symphony Orchesirpeformed
onthe font awn o more than 1,000 people
okt i o

e 1990 Celebraton eache ot just
00 peope, s o s dramed, b eny
times that number Response has e

for bl bl
.mum“..m ofthe Natchez comma-

elp. | then met with Brad Chism, at tha time:

director of the Natchez Convention and Visitor

au. He agreed (0 help. Then | went (0 see
e s

National Historica Park joined Copiah-
ool as a Celebrtion co-sponsor. My first

National Park co-chairman was Start

fohnson; later came Gerald Gaumer and

Dr. G

A
‘one of the programs, I said, “Dr. Garer, his

Humanitis C 1
‘asked Becky Nevill and Kenneth Taylos, both
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co-sponsor
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Mississippi Humanities Council. Every year
has given the.

“AWorn Path" and set it race near
HEE Pt Celebration the highest compliment it can
' e T presdens  2ive: anal funding. Official MHC cvaluators
s
2 We probably
‘could atract a east 100 people.” Excellence. ther
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something on:
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‘Wednesday, June 2, 1999

Natchez, Mi

Serving Natchez, Vidalia and the Miss-Lou

Literary
festival
begins

Related stories, SA.
By KERRY WHIPPLE
The Natchez Democrat
Beginning today, Natchez cele-
brates the South’s literary and musical
tradition with the Natchez Literary
Celebration.
Events over the next four days
include lectures, concerts and meals
lesigned to
immerse _visitors
and residents in
everything from
gospel to jazz.
This year's theme.
Todayseveats: 15 “Music of the
M2pm. —Opering South:  Lyrics,
ceremony with Literawre  and
former Gov. Willam ~ Lagniappe.”
Winter Mississppi ~“With the topic
Roots of Popular  of music, it carries
Music,” by Jim on a tradition of
ONei, authorof ~ highly  cultural
Butthe  activities that has
Bues'and‘livng  been the heritage
Ble” of Natchez for
W3pm.— many years,” said
Refleshmentsand ~ Carolyn  Vance
booksigningby ~~ Smith,  chairman
of the celebration.
W30pm.— “This is the 10th
“Feniday Frappe®  year for the liter-
wih Amanda Taylor, ary  celebration,
director of Concordia Which in the past
Parish Library has hosted Eudora
System and Welty, Margaret
chaiman of Feriday Walker and Maya
Museum Angelou.
W530pm. ~ Former  Gov.
“Whole Lotia Shakn' William  Winter,
Going On:Music,  Who for 10 years
FoodandFunwith has served as
JonyLeo Lewss,  director of pro-
Peewee Whiaker, ~ceedings,  will
Mickey Gileyand ~ open the celebra-
Jmmy Swagganat tion at 2 p.m.
Taconey Plantation  today at the
and Ferriday Radission Natchez
Museum. Sodout,  Eola Hotel.
M ‘Great Balls of Today’s events
Fire fim about Jery Wil also include a
Lee Lews. lecture by author
Forinformation  Jim O'Neal. Later,
cal 4466345,  Hal Gamer and
Harold Hawkins
will host a tour and live music at their
house Taconey. “We'll immerse our-
selves in that beautiful arca,” Smith

Sold-out_events for the week
include tonight’s tour of Taconey,
Thursday’s jazz brunch at the Carriage
House and Thursday’s high tea at
Cherokee mansion.
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Lectures, concerts, exhibis, films,
booksignings, meals, historic house
tours with music, and lots o fun!

The Tenth Annual,
Otympic Award.winning
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MUSIC OF TUE
sourd

LYRICS, LITERATURE,
AND AGNIAPPE

Photo of Lighni' Hoplin by Michae P. Sith New Orleans

Lectures, concerts, exhibits, films,
booksignings, meals, historic house
tours with music, and lots of fun!

Presented by
The Tenth Annual,
Olympic Award-winning
NATCUEZ UTERARY CELEBRATION

NATCHEZ, MISSISSPPI
June 2.5, 1999

Ay

For information, call 601-446-6345 or 1-800-647-6724.

i »

MUSIC OF THE Sourd
L\RICS, LITERATURE, AND LAGNIAPPE
June 25,1999

This conference features lectures by:
« Elvis Presley biographer Peter Gurainick (Careless
Last Train to Mempli

Orleans jurz experts Tom Piazza (Guide 10

Classic Recorded Jaz2) and Bruce Boyd Racburn

(Hogan s Anive, Tun Universiy)

Blues authors David Evans (Big Road Blues) and

Robert Gordan r Cane rom Menphiy

¥ wic Historian Allen Dennisanes

Blackwood: Memories)

Pulitzer Prize nominee Clfton Taulbert (Vien We

nd Eight Habitsof the Hearr)

iasts Jim O'Neal (Living Blues): Elaine
y (Ferriday. Louisianay; Michael Allen (Western

Rivermen 1763-1861); David G ing. (Mmyn‘urw

History throughFourCenturies

(Religtous Recordins fom Back ew Ol Dam

“Tyler (No. I-hit songuritr)

ettt evens include
Literary Excellence Awards 10
Sxerlmn mumnn and Barey Hanaah
37 DosVappieTi e crese Jaze
s of oy Oricas e Mississippi Mass
joseph Orchestra (-.Nmnk, Huaklah and
the Houserockers Band,and ol grom
o e P e o
barbeque,Nigh e, exmmm r:m‘. e i
s iy Lt Lo imm;
aggart, and Micke
RS il e o e ..g =

Events are free or low-cost.

o ormaion s ket (16445 o LIBGT6724
or visit the website, www.colin.cc.
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Music in
the South:
Natchez Literary
Celebration

Tho theme for the Toh Annal

From Memphis; blues historian

and
Ferriday and Gladys and Elvis
Sponsors with Copiah-Lincoln
Community College are MDA
and the Natchez National Histori-
cal Pk, For more nformation, con
1act Carolyn Smith, 601/446-1208,

NLC celebrating 10th year

Music of the South is this year's theme

The Natchez Literary Celebration marks ts 10th year this
June with what promises 10 be a seris of unforgettable pro-
~ The NLC was founded by Co-
Lin staff member Carolyn Vance
Smith in 1990 and since has

South’s most important iterary
and cultural events, winning
numerous awards for excellence.
‘year's theme is “Music of the South: Lyrics, Literature

and Lagniappe.” The NLC will be from Wednesday, June 2
through Saturday, June 5. Most events are free and will be
held at the Radisson Natchez Eola Hotel

The NLC begins with a welcome by former Gov. William F
Winter,president of the board of trustees of the Mississippi
Department of Archives and History, a co-sponsor along with
Co-Lin and the Natchez Park Service’s Natchez Natiogal
Historcal Park.

During he fou days, the NLC will explore the rfisc that
ve the South and America its distinctive sound a
blues, jazz, rock '’ roll, country, spiriuals, cajun, o
St el and e S of the g woris mest
famous scholars, writers and musicians wil alk, pick and sing
heir way ino partieipans heats, minds and sl Included
i the one day e echnes, prformosdinner, bok-
siznings, awardspreseniaons nd much o

1999 peert 2
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March 4, 1999

NLC singing a southern tune

N-Sights staff

Remember the famous lyrics,

“And the Southland gave birth to

the blues"

Well, that's not all the South
gave birth to.

There's jazz, rock 'n’ roll, coun-
try, spirituals, Cajun, uospex zyde-
<o, rock-a-billy — in fact, the
South gave life to s
truly American.

Why did this happen? And
when, and how?

"These  questions  about
America’s music will be explored
June 2-5 at the tenth annual
Natchez Literary Celebration,”
said Carolyn Vance Smith of
Copiah-Lincoln  Community

College in Natchez, the
event's founder and one of
three co-chairman.
"Some of the music
world's
scholar:

most

talk this year, but they'll
also pick and
way inio our hearts.

she

said.
The conference theme,
the South:

Lyrics, Literature and Lagniappe.”
covers a wide spectrum of
Southerners and their music.
Included are four days of free lec-
tures, book-signings, awards pre-
sentations and exhibits plus low-
cost musical performances, meals
and parties.

"Once again we have taken the
best in Southern literature and
added a twist of the arts this year
to create the perfect humanities
cocktail,” said Robert Dodson,
superintendent of the Natchez
National Historical Park and a
conference co-chairman.

“Every year we say, “This year's
conference is the best,’ and every
year we believe it said James F.

Bamett, Jr., conference co-chair-
man and director of Mississippi
Department of Archives and
History properties in Natchez.

"But this year I think we're real-
Iy going 10 have the best confer-
ence ever” Bamett said.
“Everyone loves music, and in
June well make literature come
alive with concerts and perfor-
mances."

The Celebration, sponsored by
Copiah-Lincoln  Community
College, the Historicai vark and
Archives and History. is celebrat-
ing not only its 10th anniversary
butalso a decade of special awards
and other achievements.

These include an Olympic
Award, the
Governor's  Award,
the ssippi
Tourism Award, the
Mississippi
| Humanities Council
Award and other top
| recognition in print
and on educational
television by a wide
number of authors,
officials and writers.

“"Music of

1994
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Page 2: In Co-LiNatchez - Ahead: April 19-May 3, 1999 - Review: March 16-April 19, 1999

Some dates

to remember

Monday, April 19 through Friday, April 23: Campaign
period for SGA president. Candidates are Meg Harper
andTerri Dunn.

“Thursday, April 225 Open house for high school students
and their familics, 5-8 p.m., Vocational-Technical Building
with tours of the campus and more.

Monday, April 26 through Frday, Aprl30: Elections
for SGA president.

Monday, April 26: Deadline for education majors to
schedule an appointment for counselors from the Alcom
State University School of Education, who will be on campus
Tuesday, April 27 from 1104 pn. i Roam 220, See Gwen

McCalip, academic counselor, to schedule an appointment
N Vednesiay; Apel 28: Pi Thea Kappa sponsoringpre-
sentation about credit, 11 to 11:50 a.m., Room 300. All are
invited.
Thursday, April 29: Industry Appreciation Day for Co-
Lin Natchez, 11:30 a.m. to | p.m. Vocational-Technical
Center Multi Purpose Room.

Monday, May 3: SGA election winner annonnocd

Monday, May 3: Deadline for next edition of

Friday, Wiy 6: Next edtiton of N-Sights Aty
published

ursday, May 6 through Tuesday, May 11: Final cxan-
ination schedule for spring semester.

Masisip! Doparment
o o o 3

ot
BRI T /977
Music of the South:
Natchez Literary
Celebration

T s Nt iy Celebration,

will focus on the South’s music
Tom the broad perspecive—Misssippis
vast contribution to the world's popular mu-
10 a closer look at famous locals like
Jerry Lee Lewis, who grew up just across
the river from Natchez, in Ferriday. For jazz
lovers, Tom Piazza, author of the Guide 0
Classic Recorded Jazz, will present a ses-
sionon New Orleans jazz; and ajazz brunch,
high tea, and concert willal feature live jazz.
groups. Eminent music scholars will be on

admissions or Vocational-Technical proy

Monday, May 10 through Friday, May 14: Registration
for summer semester for currently enrolled Co-Lin Natchez
students only.

Thursday, May 13: Graduation practice and dinner, multi-
purpose room, Vocational-Technical Center Multi-Purpose

oo
Friday, May 14: Graduation, 6 p.m., Natchez Convention
Center.
‘Wednesday, June 2-Saturday, June S: Natchez Literary
Celbrution, Radison Nachez Egla Hotel (and other sites).
For a information or to help see Carolyn Vance Smith.

1999
pase |

art 2

hand: co ‘harles Wolfe
il el bout he bithof the Grand le O
blues scholar D us wil talk about
the folk roots + gospel musi
expert Lynn da discussior
on New Orleans gospel; and Elvis Presley
biographer Peter Guralnick will reveal the
Real Elvis Presley. Other highlights include
barbeque on the river with world-famous
locals Hezekiah and the Houserockers,
presentation of the Richard Wright Literary
cellence Awards to poet Sterling D.
Plumpp and novelist Barry Hannah, a pre-
sentation by author Clifton Taulbert, a con-
cert by the Mississippi Mass Choir, and
tours of historic Natchez mansion:
provided at every stop. All presenta-
tionsand many ather eventsar fre 0 g
ister for meals and special events or for more
inforaton, mm.m(,mn nVance Smith,
8. Sponsors of the Celebration
with Cop\ah Lincoln Community Collcge
are MDAH and the Natchez National His-
torical Park.
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The 10th Annual Natchez Literary Celebration
June 2.5, 1999, Natchez, Mississippi
“Music of the Sout yrics, Literature, and Lagniappe”
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Upcoming Natchez Literary Celebration

‘Special to The Democrat
Rerienbes e funus s
land gave birh (o the blues
Vel s ot the South gavebih
There's jazz, o . spiituals,
Sl el
e Soulh ave e o all masic that sty

And the

Why did this happen? And when, and

questonsabout America's music
wile explored the tenth annual
Natches Liormy Coiraion” sd Carolyn
Vance Smith of Copiah-Lincoln Community
College in Natchez, the event's founder and
o of tree cocaimn.
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o bt pla oSt e pafor
 again we have taken the bestin
Southern lterature and added a twist of the
is year 0 create the perfeet humanities

cockiail” said Robert Dodson, superintendent

of the Natchez National Historical Park and a

hairman.
‘The Celebration, sponsored by Copiah-
Lincoln, the Historical Park and Archives and
History, s celebrating not only its 10th

e ot aly
sy b ey 1l 6 ik and sing
their way into our hearts,” she
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s 2 Exora Wely, Willic Mo, Shelby
Foote, Richard Ford, Will Campbell, Ellen
Douglas, Margaret Walker Alexander, Maya
for i oo
ers of this year'sliterary confer-
e wil e The Rahscon Nt e
Hotel. Among the highights

Memphis) of Memy
iy musi enlhusiast Allen Deis
(James Blackwood: ) of Alabama
WAnd Fulise Prise nomie Clion
Taulbert (When We Were Colored) of Tulsa,
ki

Literary Excellence Awards 1o Sterfing D.
Plmgp, prfesor it Universiyoflinis
1 Chicago,and Bary Hanmah, e el

- al'll\c University
on song- \\mmg ek
by D’ Tylu of Nashvill, Ten, a No- it

a
Enhancing th
A salute to Louisiana musicians Jerry

Lee Lewis, Pee Wee Whit aka and Mickey

o

on Souther music by such authorites

" i Prsiey biographer Petr Guralnick

of Massachusetts (Careless Love).

Jazz experts Tom Piazza (Guide to
Recorded Jazz) and Bruce Boyd

Racbum (Curator, Tulane Jazz Archive) of

W Blues authors David Evans (Big Road
Blues) and Robert Gordon (It Came from

Gilley, with per al Tacony
Pln\mmn near Vit L. S04 6o o 6
y, La., Museum.

- A New Oreans syl oz b,

on “The B
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Dr Devia Sansmg e University of
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Ellistine Holly of Jackson State University
and Rebecca Stephens of Natc

B The preentaon of

the Richard Wright

ecein Piforedriiah |
of people, many of whom have atten
anmully,These wondetl pope give he
celebration such high compliments,” Smil

said. “And the credit all goes 10 the gcncmm
citizens of Natchez who year afier year give
of themselves to make the conference a suc-
cess.”

For more information, call (601) 446-6345
or 1-800-647-6724, write PO. Box 1485,
Natchez Miss. 39121. e-mail
ol @nat ol cems i F U veb-
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iew: April 19-June 14, 1999

Page 2: In Co-LiNatchez - Ahead: June 14-July 5, 1999 -

2 +'THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natchez, Miss.

Dr. Howell C. Garner, left, reads a plaque thanking
Carolyn Vance Smith, founder and co-chair of the
Natchez Literary Celebration. Garner also present-
ed a plague to former Mississippi Gov. William F.
Winter.

NLC completes 10th year

‘The Natchez Literary Celebration wrapped up its first
decade on 4 high — and sometimes low — note. This year’s
theme was “Music of the South: Lyrics, Literature and
Lagniappe.”

‘The three-and-a-half-day program included a wide range of
presentations and performances by writers, performers
lecturers from around !l\c nation — primarily the South.
three-part program featuring the St

speech by Clifton Taulbert and a
rousing performance of gespel music by the Mississippi Mass
hoir.

Next year's theme will be “The Sacred South: Writings
from the Bible Belt.” The 11th NLC will be June 1-3, 2000.

May 1999

WHAT'S HAPPENING ...

JUNE s steamboat time in
Natchez, t00, with the annual
Steamboat Jubilee and Floozie
Parade taking place when the
i Queen, Delta Queen
and American Queen steamboats
stop in the Miss-Lou during their
annual race from New Orleans to
St. Louis. Passenger from both
compete 0 sce who's the
“biggest floozi

« June also kicks off another
Natchez Literary Celebration.
Most events are free and open to
the public.

)"1’/‘[ M/»/'+ X
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ON THE RIVER

Upcoming literary celebration highlights

blues — and jazz, rock, country, gospel .

Special to The Democrat

Remember the famous ly
Southland gave birth to the blues™

Well, that’s not all the South gave birth to.
There’s jazz, rock *n’ roll, country, spirituals,
Cajun, gospel, zydeco, rock-a-billy — in fact,
the South gave life to all music that is tuly
American.

Why did this happen? And when, and how?

“These questions about Ameri
will be explored June 2-5 at the tenth annual
Natchez Literary Celebration,” said Carolyn
Vance Smith of Copiah-Lincoln Community
College in Natchez, the event’s founder and
one of three co-chairman.

“Some of the music world’s most famous
scholars, writers and musicians will not only
talk this year, but they'll also p|ck and sing
their way into our hearts,” she said.

The conference theme, “Music of the South:
Lyncs\ Literature and Lagniappe,” covers a

ide spectrum of Southerners and their music.
lncludcd are four days of free lectures, book-
signings, awards presentations and exhibits
plus low-cost musical performances, meals and
parties. “Once again we have taken the best in
Southemn literature and added a twist of the arts
this year to create the perfect humanities cock-
tail,” said Robert Dodson, superintendent of
the Natchez National Historical Park and a
conference co-chairman.

“Every year we say, “This year’s conference
is the best,” and e /ery year we believe it,” said
James F. Barnett, Jr., conference co-chairman
and director of Mississippi Department of
Archives and History properties in Natchez.

“But this year I think we're really going to
have the best conference ever,” Bamett said.
“Everyone loves music, and in June we'll
make literature come alive with concerts and
performances.”

The Celebration, sponsored by Copiah-
Lincoln, the Historical Park and Archives and
History, is celebrating not only its tenth
anniversary but also a decade of special awards
and other achievements.

These include an Olympic Award, the
Governor’s Award, the Mississippi Tourism
Award, the Mississippi Humanities Council
Award and other top recognition in print and on
educational television by such literary giants as
Eudora Welty, Willie Morris, Shelby Foote,
Richard Ford, Will Campbell, Ellen Douglas,

“And the

Margaret Walker Alexander, Elizabeth
Spencer, Maya Angelou and dozens more.

Headquarters of this year’s literary confer-
ence will be The Radisson Natchez Eola Hotel.
Among the many highlights are a dozen lec-
tures on Southern music by such authorities as:

W Elvis Presley biographer Peter Guralnick

of Massachusetts (“Careless Love”).
B Jazz experts Tom Piazza (“Guide to
Classic Recorded Jazz") and Bruce Boyd
Racburn (Curator, Tulane Jazz Archive) of
New Orleans

M Blues authors David Evans (“Big Road
Blues”) and Robert Gordon (“It Came from
Memphis”) of Memphis

W Country music enthusiast Allen Dennis
(“James Blackwood: Memories) of Alabama

M Pulitzer Prize nominee Clifton Taulbert
(“When We Were Colored”) of Tulsa, Okla.

Enhancing the lecture series are:

M A salute to Louisiana musicians Jerry Lee
Lewis, Pee Wee Whitaker and Mickey Gilley,
with live music and supper at Tacony
Plantation near Vidalia, La., and a tour of the
Ferriday, La., Museum.

W A New Orleans style jazz brunch with
music.

W A special presentation on “The Black
Swan” and “The Swedish Nightingale” by Dr.
David Sansing of The University of
Mississippi, with vocal selections by Dr.
Ellistine Holly of Jackson State University and
Rebecea Stephens of Natchez.

W The presentation of the Richard Wright
Literary Excellence Awards to Sterling D.
Plumpp, professor at the University of Illinois
at Chicago, and Barry Hannah, writer-in-resi-
dence at The University of Mississippi.

M A hands-on song-writing workshop led by
Dan Tyler of Nashville, Tenn., a No.-1 hit
songwriter, author and music publisher.

M A performance by Hezekiah and the
Houserockers Band of Natchez with barbecue
and trimmings.

B The showing of two films, “The Singer
Special: The 1968 Comeback of Elvis
Presley”and “Great Balls of Fire,” the life of
Jerry Lee Lewis.

For more information, call (601) 446-6345

g

or 1-800-647-6724, write PO. Box 1485,
Naichez, ~ Miss, 39121,  E-mail
carolyns@nat.colin.cc.ms.us or visit the web

www.colin.cc.ms.us/nlc

1944 3(«.r+ D e
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- Mississippi

events

Call soutn Mississippi Regional Center,
(228) 867-1313.

* Mississippi Coast Coliseum Fair and
Expo, June 2-13, Biloxi, Rides, concerts, spe-
cial events and exhibits. Admission, Missis-
sippi Coast Coliseum and Convention Cen-
ter, (228) 388-8010 or 1-800-726.2781.

* Delta Jubilee / Mississippi State Cham-
pionship Pork Barbecue Cooking Contest,
June 3-5, Clarksdale, Crafts, bicycle ride,
carnival, food, SK run/walk, volleyball tour-
nament and bands. Hwy. 61 South and
Anderson Blvd. Call 627-7337 or 800-626-
3764.

* Natchez Literary Celebration, June 35,

May 1999 Country Roads Page 20

June 2—5: CurruraL CONFERENCE:
Music of the South: Lyrics, Literature,
and Lagniappe, Natchez, Miss.—The

et
Wse i

Natchez. Conference devoted to literature,
history and culture, Free. The Natchez Eola
Hotel. Call Copiah-Lincoln Community
College, 446-1208 or 800-862-3259.

* Magnolia State Spring Bluegrass Festival,
June 3-5, Wiggins. Admission, Stone County
Music Park. Call WIGG radio, 928-7281.

* Balloon Fest ‘99, June 3-6, Greenwood.
More than 75 hot-air balloons to compete in
BFA-sanctioned state championship. Rides,
crafts, entertainment, Kid's Korner and
more. Admission. Whittington Park. Call
Greenwood CVB, 4539197 or 800-748-
9064.

Continued on page 20

Natchez Literary Celebration presents the
latest in its series of annual conferences
dedicated to the literature, history, and
culture of the South. This year's theme will
explore the historical and cultural forces
behind why the Southland gave birth to
most of America’s most clearly identifiable
musical forms, including blues, jazz, rock
‘' roll, country, spiritual, and gospel.
Around twenty lectures, seminars, jazz
brunches, and concerts are included in the
five-day event, which is based at the
Natchez Eola Hotel. Sec the June issue of
Country Roads for a complete schedule
Many events are free, but reservations are

required for others. Call (800) 647-6724
to receive a mailed schedule.
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Visit to Natchez

Recently, Alita Myers and I visited
the Natchez campus and had a most
enjoyable trip. I was able to meet many of
the employees who work on the campus
Susan Blackmon and I have returned to
campus on several occasions to work with
Dr. Nettles and Pat Cater to ensure that
your planning documents are in order.
During the course of the next few months, |
hope to be able to meet all Natchez
employees.

On one of my Natchez trips, 1 was
made aware of the literary celebration
sponsored by this campus each year. I look
forward to participating in these activities
and hearing the speakers and musical groups
that have been scheduled. For more
information regarding the Natchez Literary
Celebration, check out the website at
www.colin.ce.ms.us/nlc.

Dr. David Sansing - Hot
emeritus Dr. David Sansi

off the press is history professor
ing’s comprehensive sesquicentenni-

al history of Ole Miss entitled The University of Mississippi

(University Pres:
Dr. Sansing will be in Natchez at the Litera
5, and will return to sign at Cover to

of Mississippi,hc, 37.00). A labor of love,

ry Celebration,
Cover at a later

Spring 1995
Volume VIl No. 4



The Natchez Literary Celebration

presents

“Music of the South: Lyrics, Literature,

and Lagniappe”

Natdhe? W

2 Features
et Free or Low-Cost Events, Including:
Lectures by such national writers, scholars, and producers as:

Jim O’Neal, Elaine Dundy, Bruce Boyd Racburn, Tom Piazza, Dan Tyler, David
Sansing, Allen Dennis, David Evans, Robert Gordon, Peter Gurainick, and
Lynn Abbott, Michael Allen, Sterling Plumpp, Barry Hannah.
“Songwriting Seminar” with Songwriter/Publisher Dan Tyler.

Live Music by talents such as: The Tim McGivaren Trio, Ellistine Holly,
Rebecca Stephens, Marvin McDonald Trio, Don Vappie and The Creole Jazz
Serenaders, Hezekiah and the Houserockers, St. Joseph Orchestra Chamber
Ensemble, The Mississippi Mass Choir, and Swampwater

For tickets & information, call (601) 446-6345 or 1-800-647-6724

Sponsored by Copiah-Lincoln Community College,
Mississippi Department of Archives and History,
Notchez National Historical Park.
Partially funded by Mississippi Humanities Councik

o April 1999 Country Roads Page 45
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‘Sunday, May 16, 1999

Finding literature in Southern songs
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The
University of Mississippi

Oxford * Jackson * Tupelo * Southaven

Centefo the Study of Souther Clture

University, M

(601)232:5993

Fax: (601) 232 5814 May 17, 1999
E-mai: staffabarnard.cssc.olemiss.edu

URL: hitp/ / www.cssc.olemiss.edu/ depts/south

TO: State Advisory Committee

FROM: Charles Reagan Wilson, Director

Advisory Comittee Meeting in Natchez A

The Center’s State Advisory Comittee will hold its next meeting on Saturday, June 5, during the
1999 Natchez Literary Celebration. SAC member Carolyn Vance Smith is cochair of the June 2-5
event, which will explore the theme “Music of the South: Lyrics, Literature, and Lagniappe.”

Aflyer with information about the program and registration is enclosed. Most of the lectures are free,
and tours and social events are priced individually at low cost. Tickets are available through the
Natchez Box Office. For details, see the flyer. For lodging information and reservations, call the
Natchez Convention and Visitors Bureau at 800-647-6742. Carolyn and 1 hope you will plan to
attend the entire Literary Celebration as well as the SAC lunch and meeting

At noon on Saturday, June 5, SAC member John Callon has again this year invited us to gather for
lunch at the conference room of Callon Petroleum Company’s headquarters, located on the top floor
of a beautifully restored building overlooking the Mississippi River. The address is 200 North Canal
Street; telephone 442-1601. The cost of the meal, including drinks and wine, is $17.00 a person.
(Checks should be made to the caterer, Sara Blough.) Our meeting will begin immediately after
lunch and will conclude no later than 4:00 p.m. Please return the enclosed form to make reservations
for lunch. Or, if you prefer, you may call Sarah Dixon Pegues at the Center, 232-5993.

ook forward to secing you in Natchez in June and in Oxford on July 24 for our meeting to be held
in conjunction with the 1999 Faulkner and Yoknapatawpha Conference. Details about the conference
and the SAC meeting will be forthcoming.

Enclosure

“Committed to Being One of America’s Great Public Universities”
Visit Oll Miss at wiww.olemiss.edu

1994 pect >
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WELCOME TO ELDERHOSTEL
an MUSIC OF THE SoutrH!

A unique, multi-cultural experience awaits you in the historic river city of

NATCHEZ, MISSISSIPPI
at the 1999 Olympic Award-winning
NATCHEZ LITERARY CELEBRATION!
TUESDAY-SUNDAY, JUNE 1-6, 1999

Hotel housing, private bath; $445 per person; program # 24150-0601-01.
For easy phone registration, see inside.
Program sponsor: Copiah-Lincoln Community College
Natchez, Mississippi.




WELCOME TO ELDERUOSTEL
a0 MUSIC OF THE SOUTH!

2EMEMBER the famous song which said,
“The Southland gave birth to the blues™? That
song s right, but that's not all the South gave birth
to.

ADD jazz, rock ‘n' roll, spirituals, gospel,
country - in fact, all music that is truly American.
Lkl did this happen? WiEN and HOW?

Youll find out as nationally known historians,
scholars, and musical experts explore "MUSIC
OF THE SOUTH" at the award-winning Natchez
Literary Celebration, June 2-5, 1999.

This  conference  annually  welcomes
Elderhostelers and dozens of other intellectually
curious folks.

FEATUREDIN 1999 are such lecturers as:

Elvis Presley expert Peter Guralnick
(Careless Love, a New York Times
best-seller)

Pulitzer Prize nominee  Clifton
Taulbert (Once Upon a Time When We
Were Colored, made into a 4-star
movie)

New Orleans jazz scholars Bruce
Boyd Raeburn (Tulane University Jazz
Archive) and Tom Piazza (Al Music
Guide to Jazz)

Blues authors Robert Gordon (it
Came from Memphis) and David Evans
(Big Road Blues)

Country music enthusiast Allen Dennis
(Blackwood Brothers: Memories)

David Sansing, Jim O'Neal, Elaine
Dundy, Michael Allen, Lynn Abbott,
and many more!

ENVHANCING THE LECTURE SERIES:

Concerts by:

The Mississippi Mass (gospel) Choir of
Jackson

Don Vappie and the Creole Jazz Serenaders
of New Orleans

Hezekiah and the Houserockers of Natchez
And other live performers.

Films about Elvis Presley and Jerry Lee
Lewis

Tours (with live music) of historic mansions

Presentations by the noted writers Barry
Hannah and Sterling Plumpp, winners of the
1999 Richard Wright Literary Excellence
Awards

Barbeque and blues, high tea, jazz
brunch, and other social events

.

Booksignings, book sales, and exhibits

And, just for Elderhostelers, a pre-
conference overview of the wealthy port city of
Natchez, which in 1850 was the center of
America’s cotton kingdom.

Throughout the week, experts will reveal the
source and the strength of the South's music: the
intertwined cultures of native Americans, Europeans,
and African-Americans.

REGISTER TODAY
FOR THIS UIQUE PROGRAMI

Call toll-free and use your credit card.

Elderhostel Boston, 1-877-426-8056
9am.-9 p.m. ET, Monday-Friday.

Ask for program # 24150-0601-01
For commuter rates, call 1-601-446-1210,

SEE YOU IN BEAUTIFUL NATCHEZI

/516:(72 /(J; L



Historic
pses

Cottage Garden, Lawrence
House join Rosalie in Literary
Celebration tour event
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Former Gov. William Winter resides over literary
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The Natchez Literary Celebration

. PPL P
Music of the South
Lyrics, Literature, and Lagniappe
June 2-5, 1999

FREE LECTURIS, Radisson Natchez Eola Hotel

Elvis Presley authority Peter Guralnick (Careless Love)

Jazz experts Tom Piazza (Guide to Classic Recorded Jazz)
and Bruce Boyd Raeburn, Tulane Jazz Archive

Blues authors David Evans (Big Road Blues) and Robert

sordon (It Came from Memphis)

Country music expert Allen Dennis (James Blackwood)

Music enthusiasts Jim O'Neal (anq Blues); Amanda
Taylor (Louisiana Librarian); Michael Allen (Western
Rivermen 1763-1861); David G. Sansing
(Sesquicentennial History of the U. of Miss.); Lynn
Abbott (Religious Recordings from Black New Orleans)

Richard Wright Literary Awards (o Barry Hannah and
Sterling Plumpp; plus films, exhibits, booksignings

LOW-COST EVENTS away from the hotel

Salute to Jerry Lee Lewis, Peewee Whitaker, Jimmy
Swaggart, and Mickey Gilley. with supper and tours of
Tacony and Ferriday Museum, 5:45 p.m.. June 2, $15

High tea with music, Cherokee, 5:30 p.m.. June 3, $15

Concert by Don Vappie and the Creole Jazz Serenaders of
New Orleans. 8 p.m.. June 3, St. Mary Church, $15

Barbecuc/Brews/Memphis Blues Duo. 6 p.m., Junc 4, Visitor
Center, $15

Tours of the mansions Cottage Garden. Lawrence House,

_and Rosalie. 2:30-5:30 p.m., June 5, $15

Nashville song-writing workshop by Dan Tyler, No. [-hit
songwriter), noon, June 5, $25

Talk by Pulitzer Prize nominee Clifton Taulbert (When We
Were € n/mu/) and CONCERTS by the Mississippi
Mass Choir and St. Joseph Orchestra Insemble, 7:30
p.m., June 5, City Auditorium, $15

NAPAC reception, 9:30 p.m.. June S, Historic Natchez
Foundation, $10

For tickets, call 601-446-6345 or 1-800-647-6724

e

Sponsors: Copiah-Lincoln Community College,
the Mississippi Department of Archives and History,
and the Naichez National Historical Park

Thursday, May 27, 1999
THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natchez, Miss. » 5A
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The Natchez Literary Celebration

e

Music of the South:
Lyrics, Literature, and Lagniappe

presents

“New Orleans Classic Jazz”
A concert by Don Vappie
and the
Creole Jazz Serenaders
8 p.m. ® Thurs., June 3, 1999
St. Mary Minor Basilica
Main at Union

Don Vappie and Creole Jazz Serenaders
(] ® e o [ ]
“Music: The Universal Language”
¢ Ceremony honoring Governor
William Winter
¢ Remarks by Pulitzer Prize nominee
Clifton Taulbert (When We Were

Winter Taulbert  Colored).

® Mini-concert by
St. Joseph Orchestra
Ensemble
® Grand concert by
Mississippi Mass
3 Choir
{ ¢ 7:30 p.m., Saturday,
June 5, 1999, at the
Natchez City
Auditorium

Tickets: $15 per evening
11 1-601-446- or 1-800-647-6724

Avchives and History, and Natchez National Historical Park.

Friday, May 21, 1999 THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natchez, Miss. * 3A
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Natchez fitera“f'y Celebration kicks off Wednesday:
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CLIFTON L. TAULBERT

e —=m QO R

Taulbert s lauded as a wel known, espected and captivation voice on"Building Community wherever
People are” He lectures throughout the United States, Europe, Japan and Central America. Whether

c i distinguished members of the Legislative
of Costa Rica, the children of the famed Indianapolis Childrerss Museu, or an
International Economic Symposium in Florida, Taulbert finds “Community”in the stories of our ives and
weaves the strategies and objectives of his audience into the fabric of their shared humanity. According
to Taulbert,“No contract, no plan or the human element being involsed.
Peaple arestillat the core of community building”

peaking
Assembly of the Republ

AUTHOR:

Taulbert has authored four books including the internationally acclaimed memoir,“Once upon a time
when we were Colored” (this book became the basis for the critically acclaimed film by the same
title...released in 1996). Taulbert also wrote the Pulitzer nominated “The Last Train North” which also
‘won the Mississippi Insttute of Arts and Letters Award. The third book in the series,“Watching our
Crops come In" was released by Viking Penguin Publishers in February of 1997 and was hailed as
required reading for all Americans by the Los Angeles Times. “Eight Habits of the Heart”, Taulbert's
fourth book captures the essence and impact of good living. It was USA TODAY'S 1997 year-end choice
as the inspirational book to give and enrich our minds.

Note: Taulberts books have been excerpted world-wide for inclusion in secondary educational textbooks.

JOURNALIST:
Clifton Taulbert has written for national and international publications...The New York Times, The
Atlanta Constitution, Parade Magazine, USA Today, Southern Living, The Oxford d

Lydia(a German publication)

REVIEWS and NEWS:

Taulbert's works have been reviewed by every major newspaper in America...the New York Times, The
Chicago Tribune, The Atlanta Constitution, The Los Angeles Times, The Boston Globe, The Arizona Star,
‘The Washington Post and Clarion Ledger of Jackson, Mississippi. He has been a guest on CNN, TBN,
CSPAN, NPR, Donahue, Voice of America and talk radio throughou the country as wel a being a satellte
guest on Central American television.

s
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May 1, 1999

We welcome you to this service of worship. We hope that
will be lifted by our celebration fogether.
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The Natchez Democrat
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L Butch™ Brown, mayor —
ot iy o Nt Wiy By
OUR OPINION

Sl . T T Wednesday, June 2, 1999
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CaSt helpS e hh! Listen. Do you hear it? I it Elvis?

7 author at the University of Southern. S Muddy wmm B.B. King? Or even
C 1 bl'a]l Mississippi, who  wil Jerry Lee Ley
cle on L e "The sounds of t South wil echo through

e M N B [ et of Nacher oy ol
b m e I Natchez Literary Celebration kicks off.
EVery year e mer | i Tt o
{ s David Sansing Jue 3. s just how rich in culture Natchez s, On the
i L Dapamnntecor ofthe furface the event draws hundreds of partici-
Natches Literary. Cetcbuagion i Missssippi Department of Archives ants fmm aII over the country 1 our city

nd serves s a large economic boost,
But the Celebration s fr mofe important
fhan just a few tax dollars spent at local busi-

Robert Dodson, superintendent of the
Ntches NationalHistrical Pk and
chai

airman of the Celebration, who
irm: the Celebration. mu introduce songwriter Dan Tyler
ut the Celebration has also

‘The event i rare and special because it cel-
strcedsrs nd superarsin - " Robert Ky, o brates the art of words ~ written, spoken
porting rles, a well.” University of Misi dnd, this year, sun

i e Ceeraton s presen the Richud \\n;m Lieray | Most of us can't remember the days before
ferent. I fac, this year we have even - Excellence Awards June elevision and radio were the chief form of

more apexl peple o vt Roald N, dea, {ntertainment for the e Back then,
becane we'e suuting the confer- Lincoln Community ol in

¢ L was loe:

' int decade. Pple sy hey Nather whowill mroduce e im,  $lertainmen
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RBI as director of proceed- tate  Board for  Mississippi 1 store.

e 00 oo n o0 1y o Commurity
o G Winter of Jackson.  Jackson, o will inrodce et
uihor of threc books and long-  Lynn Abbort

sime chuiman of e board of wusiees "W Sheley. Riter, Mississippi

And while technology and the information
jee may have changed the way we share our
ords, some things really haven't changed

S0 Ml Depurnct of . Deputmentof Acives nd iy puch. The beauty of the words i il impor-
rivesand Hitory. Waner wilbe | sakson, who will char 3 panel i — and worthy of celebration.
Bonored at a specil ceremony s | comn e : o f daytowork. (o
var R Visinin Suimon, prticen, | oquhinifae ait Gt 1o e
I et Sopcanae CBY | Adams Couny Boar of Super The written word cantinucs 1 conve
Audll«)num before concerts by the vn introduce jazz e 0y 2 : Y
i Joseph Orchestra Ensemble and ation, hope and insights — as well

e Voo Mass Choir and | ' o .
femars by he aulor Clfon | Board of Tt i e

history, teach lessons and preserve
for new generations,

Taber, Viver il e preseted | Community Colle, Brokiave This year the celebration focuses s sights
s ‘m,,,,li‘c',.“.“’,: e LRy | oo e D) on the beauty of the song. While Southerners
Celebration, Dodson said. W Kemneth Taylor, instructor at | like Faulkner and Wcllymlh: legends of

G feuressising | Copih Lineol Communiy Collge | the Southern lterary traditon, foks ke
with the 1999 Celebration inlude: and former cochaimman | Muddy Waters, Elvis and Jerry Lee Lewis
Betsy  Bradley,  direcon; | o e Gt o Wil o~ | the stage and the e ofIegends,
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1999 part 2
Page ;e




Wednosday,Juno 2, 1999

Special o The Democrat
e e 0 i e, T 0w
ey 10 st e 4w e e

he Notches Vit Recption Cete

Lo Gl o< s b

T-shirts add casual

THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natctz. u‘,u‘

air to celebration

holds a bachelo o fne arts degre i
et s ok i e

masic:”Sithsid. A dominat eature on the bk
b i i Bk ik s 3 g ho by Mishe

Lyrcs,Lie
o ane
e Tecures . the R

e il 155 e, i of e S
oo

“The prize-winning_ photo is of blues musician
Lighni Hopkin,petormin befre  huge crowd st
the New Orleans gz Festval

“One suchsctiviy wi

hich Wil desgned n 1959

“This 1wm T 1 o et
s, the i desie st o the trom of 8 g
pocekiets

Bencah the desgn s the name of his year's
Clchraion theme, 35 well 3 this ear's conference
e, e 2.5, 199 t

Chicken, barbeque i and a1 the trmnings by Cot

Shop 3 the Natchey Visius Rception Caner, 640

e s e

s,

own i
u [z
o Blucs i
o devlop o special Lirsy Ceehsion T-hi o

Tt rth 0 o wea i duing h cening o Jone

e e Vet Rci G Ar S0 “The i was desgned by Wikam M. Smith I of

l{l,( L
1 g

e bockiop Mo e College s
1 the bookhop 1 CopiaLincoln

Gy Coll, 11 Co Lin G
“The i cos S achand r  fudrisefor his
ld

oy o o




THE 1999 NATCUEZ (iTERCARY
CELEBRATION

Mo OF GLE e mlT

JUNE 2-5, 1999
RADISSON NATCUEZ EOLA LOTEL

PRESENTS

A LIMITED NUMBER
OF cUSTOM-DESIENED

¢ oHiEas

FEATURING
LBUTNIN' HOPKINS

€11 eAcd

WHiILE THEY LAST!



THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natchoz, Mis. - 34|

Local restaurants, bars exited about ‘Hot Time’

Specia o The Demcrat Shows and ket the NLC kcp i @ neat idea to have sonduct  songwriio work. W Lady Lick Csin, Sier Seve,Cluty
u( oo D s K i i hop o une 5
on i Panci Gl mun Caroyn Vance ‘S, W0 Ul dowmtown. 5 LG e v I e
Go ot th Vil s on B Vil v g, Tk koo s bl o
S, o e whn ey hew st 1 s of e ices” st moving about et s hamoJo 4. IO i snd & coupon o 5
s Nacher iy Cechtio s s e O aime 3 tom S i i
heme, "Music of the South Tty will o il 1} ‘enjoying themsefves.” id & raiy ooct, s Curl o
ey o xc o e & 7 o i s i o . e &
e they e of & specl ( IS S o Rk o mcn she i T v,
Celecaion s e Hot o i sy b a i B Unier Bl Saoo, Sier St
e Ol Town ot Pl nd 303 (Opn2 v, e
e nen ftue e mosc o i
cgh downlown el and e o s iz on the ook Al i, o
s oo the Coion i s v thycan sy sampe Vi i i ove” B T Wi Mavers Restmsn, Siher
ke o 4. Cootoeton: o wil e S
FrSI0S o Coton ke At g e D Tk of e o o i o it s, 124
i o s of e s, Nl el 4 20 et They e e chae.
s & B, Min St s rsic: ke s
ey By v o v o . Gover i Byl e s i
iy et e 1 e v s down nmw .,‘um.m,«.mwk.w. £ Cenr, 01-45638 0 14006476728

i Clk lm.‘.‘nwmwn st e
i shou

songuicr,song pablisher
p.mm.m, c.m.nm.\ u,,\,,m.m M e ks A pered

Come B, comer of South Cansl and +Th s chance o e some o e
s S, 1. i, S . s i s 1 o ol
il wilh scousic gt 4 vl b o fo vions 0

e ot o er chares

1944 pract
e




y )

“Peo Wee” Whittaker.

Ferriday musicians kick oﬁ Natchez literary festival

By NITA MCCANN

The Natchez Democrat

FERRIDAY, L. AL o the
heriage o Friday might hve e

in common with a lterary fest
e Smith,

e of he Soah.

Ferriday is unique, Smi

because fou amows musicians were ried n

the area: country star Mickey C

e ooy Lo Loty gospl snscabvappsis
art and bluesman Leon “Pec

“Here we have & microcosm of Southern
music allin one ltle town,” Smith
“And these men are famous and have b
books written about them
literary celebration

Tn fact, the four-day event will kick off on
June 2 with a look at the early lives and music

which ties into the

1999 part 2
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of the four

First, Amanda Taylor, Concordia Parish
tibrarian and an .,.m.m of the Ferriday
Museum, will speak on the work that went

“For a town of less than 4,000 (o
produce four musicians who are rec-
opnized worldwide s quite
accomplishment,” Taylor said. *1
s why Elaine Dundy came

. Calforiaauthor, spent our
.mmm o the lown 0 escact e
iy, Lo Toplos will e s

wte speaker at the eventin place of Dundy,
‘Who eouldn' atend for medical réasons
After Taylor's speech, buses will take par-
ticipants to:a catfish supper at Tacony
Plantation, an old plantation hmw. onUS. 84
et bl Vit i

et the sumpwmnmdmuwmnn

couniy andtock ' Toll i from te

19506 1o today. “Everything but bluegrass and

p." said Tom Bell of Femiday, a member of
the local band.

‘Supper will be followed by a guded bus
tourof Feridy lndmars i had
encs o the muscins

s he Assmbly bl G
Swaggart and

Natchez Visitors Reception Center where they
ew o movie on Lewis' life, “Great Balls

x

“Taylor's speech and the movie are fee,
whill tickets for the supperfour are $25 each
ookt o the i e Wil b for sale
atthe.

‘The Naihy Lierary Celbration s co-
spomsored by CopaleLincoln Communiey
Colleg e e, b National Park
o he Missiseipp Depariment of
e mariy




CELEBRITIES OF THE FERRIDAY MUSEUM
MICKEY GILLEY

Mickey Leroy Gilley, born March 9, 1936, grew up in Ferriday, Louisiana,
and is a well-known country music performer and songwriter. He learned to play the piano alongsme
his famous cousins, Jerry Lee Lewis and Jimmy Lee Swaggart. In the Ferriday area, “Gilley
pronounced as “Jilly,” but after Mickey moved to Texas at age 17, the pronunciation cnanged. Mlckey
recorded 39 Top Ten country hits with 17 of those reaching the number one spot on the country music
charts. His recordings, “Room Full of Roses” in 1974, “Don't the Girls All Get Prettier at Closing
Time” in 1976, and “Stand By Me” in 1980 are some of his best-known hits.
in 1971, Mickey opened the world’s largest “honky-tonk,” Gilley's Club in Pasedena, Texas. It

served as the setting for the 1980 movie “Urban Cowboy.” The club remained a busy attraction for
locals and tourists until its closing in the late 1980s. In 1989, when Mickey opened a brand-new club
in Branson, Missouri, he became one of the first country superstars to open his own theater there.

The thing Mickey says he loves most is “getting on stage and performing a good show for
people.”

JERRY LEE LEWIS

jerry Lee Lewis, born September 29, 1935, in Ferriday, Louisiana, with a God-given talent, at an
early age became a world-famous rock-and-roll star. At age 8 he sang for the first time to an audience
at the Assembly of God Church on Texas Avenue in Ferriday. When he was 13 he played his first
night club engagement at the Blue Cat Club in Natchez, Wississippl. By age 22 Jerry Lee, ith the
help of Sam Phillips at Sun Records in Memphis, Tennessee, had recorded two records with o

million sales each: “Whole Lotta Shakin” Goin" On, and ~Gréat Balls of Fire,” which revealed is rare
talent and his strong determination. Nicknamed “The Killer,” Jerry Lee worked his way back to the
top of the charts with country-and-western music after a deep fall that lasted almost 10 years. No one
has ever pounded a piano to bring an audience to such a shouting frenzy as Jerry Lee Lewis. His
legendary music lives on.

JIMMY LEE SWAGGART

Jimmy Lee Swaggart, born in Ferriday, Louisiana, on March 15, 1935, describes himself as an
old-fashioned, Holy Ghost-filled, shouting, weeping, soul-winning, gospel-preaching preacher. His
earliest religious experiences, piano playing and singing, began at the Assembly of God Church in
Ferriday. His religious background is similar to that of his cousins, Jerry Lee Lewis and Mickey Gilley.
God led Jimmy Lee from street preaching, country churches, and auditoriums to radio and television
broadcasts and later to a 7,200-seat Family Worship Center on the 270-acre site of the Jimmy
Swaggart Ministries in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Jimmy Lee recorded his first record, “God Took
Away My Yesterdays,” with the help of his famous cousins. Jimmy Lee is one of the best-selling
gospel music artists of all times, with more than 50 recorded albums and sales of more tha

13,000,000 copies worldwide. The Jimmy Swaggart Ministries has reached the entire world.

LEON “PEEWEE” WHITTAKER
1906-1993

Leon “Peewee” Whittaker was born about 35 miles north of Ferriday, in Neweliton, Louisiana.
He studied music as a child and received instruction on clarinet, trombone, guitar, string bass, and
mandolin. From 1919 until his death in 1993, Whittaker performed with minstrel shows, carnival
bands, swing orchestras, and rhythm-and-blues groups. He played alongside some of the top
musicians in the country, including Louis Armstrong, Louis Jordan, and Jerry Lee Lewis.

From 1935 until 1950, Peewee was a member of F. S. Wolcott's Rabbit Foot Mlnstrels. Thls
popular traveling show was made up of black performers who played an important p:
development of many musical styles, including blues, jazz, and rock-and-roll. DG e lasi20 years
of his life, Peewee lived in Ferriday and was a key member of the great Natchez blues band, Hezekiah
and the Houserockers.
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CALHOUN CEMETERY

Ferriday Clayton
Huy. 65/La. 15

Blinking Light in Cle efore

cne¥ber of Seien e
Commerce Bldg. ~F
ER
Calhoun O

Cemetery Top of levee, turn right onto

L Indian Village Road
-8 mile

Jeny Lee Lewis and Jimmy Lee Swaggart
Family Members

—Jerry Les Lewis and Jimmy Lee Suaggart's Uncle
Land owner of cemetery.

JOSEPH LEE CALHOUN-
1887-1969

STELLA HERRON CALHOUN-— —Jerry Lee Lewis and Jimmy Lee Swaggart's Aunt.
1910-1996 ter to Mamie, Minnie Bell, Henry, Viola, Fanny, George.

JOHN WILLIAM HERRON-— —Jeny Lee and Jimmy Lee’s matemal Grandfather.
1869-1955

THERESA LEE HERRON-— —Jerry Lee and Jimmy Lee’s matemal Grandmother.
1876-1955

HENRY CLAY HERRON Jerry Lee and Jimmy Lee’s Uncle.
1914-1983. v

ELMO LEWIS ——Jerry Lee’s Father and Jimmy Lee’s Uncle.
19021979

——-Jemry Lee’s Mother and Jimmy Lee’s Aunt

MAMIE HERRON LEWIS
1912-1971

ELMO LEWIS, JR: ~Jerry Lee's Brother

1929-1939

-—-——-Jerry Lee's Sons

JERRY LEE LEWIS, JR.  And  STEVE ALLEN LEWIS™
1954-1973 1959-1962

-Jerry Lee's 5" Wife

SHAWN LEWIS-
-1983

—Jimmy Lee’s Mother and Jerry Lee’s Aunt.

MINNIE BELL HERRON SWAGGART-
1917-1960

WILLIE *SON’ SWAGGART-—---—-—-——--=----Jimmy Lee's Father and Jerry Lee’s Uncle.
1914-1998

Jerry Lee and Jimmy Lees Cousin. Son of Viola.

CECIL BEATTY-
1932-1996

J.T. JACOB! -~ Jemy Lee and Jimmy Lee’s Cousin-in-Law.
1920-1998 Husband of Stella and Lee Calhoun’s only.
child, Maudine Calhoun Jacobs.
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Natchez, Mississippi

Vidalia and the Miss-Lou

Serving Natche:

NLC opens with
‘most attractive
subject of all’

Locals excited about *Hot Times,page 3A.
By MARK LAFRANCIS
Special to The

‘The 10th anniversary of the Natchez Literary
Celebration began Wednesday with foot-stompin’ pre-
sentations about music the South made famous: blues

and rock '’ rol
“We have ... the most
attractive subject of all (for

the NLC),” said former Gov.
William F. Winter, master of
ceremonies for his 10th cele-
bration. "Music across the
South. It conjures up. the
imagination ..of our musi-
i who have come
from across the regi

jon and

e River Jazzand he Blies” World to- make the South
| vt Tom Piazza ~ known intemationally for
Mioon —azzBunch,  the blues and jazz and other
Carage Houseal Sarion  music.
Hal, sod ot “Thisis going to be a very
M2 pm.— Fow, Boalmen, _ special program.
Row Songs Thenand Nowon  The celebration’s theme,
the ONo and Mississgi iges annually, is
¢ vih Mchael Alen ~“Music of the South: Lyrics,
W315pm —TheBack  Literature and Lagniappe.”
e Swedsh “The NLC this year began
Nehingale Takea Bow vih  with a presentation on the

muscal

2
E

or mor

Mississippi_resideats who
vith Don Vappeandthe.  wrote andlor sang the blues

Ol played. clprings

m thei songs and showed.

ed by a group of people who rarely puta s

on a piece of paper ... They
" eyt it e s pbatae i oot e,
See Celebration page 3A
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Celebration ———
Continued from 1A
they didn’
e,
S i el
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know how (0 write),"

i brosg s o
new form of music. O"Neal recou
e
“harley Pation, W. C.
Handy, Muddy Waters and Jimmic
Rodgers.
Sadly, though, the blues writers had

botto am it o ifleerere
ple s s B

Seale il ol

The Lctigs Wedesay ¢ s
i ey pn? >
Amanda Taylor, (onu)rdm Parish
Library dircctor, on the music
Feriday, La.

The NLC was scheduled t contin
e Wednesday evening with a visit t
the restored Ferriday plantation house
Tacony, for catfish and a salute (0 the

works of local musicians Jerry Lee
Lewis, Peewee Whitaker, Mickey
Gilley and Jimmy Swaggar.
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During the opening ceremony of the Natchez Literary Celebration, music enthusiast Jim 0'Neal lectured
on “Mississippi Roots of American Popular Music,” presenting a slide show and music samples with his
talk. This slide features from left, musicians Muddy Waters, Junior Parker and Johnny Winters.




THE NATCHEZ LITERARY CELEBRATION
ATCHEZ, MISSISSIPPI
presents

NEW ORLEANS CLASSIC JAZZ
by the Creole Jazz Serenaders

New Orleans, Louisiana
8 p.m., Thursday, June 3, 1999
St. Mary Minor Basilica

WELCOME
by The Honorable William F. Winter, Jackson, Mississippi
mer Governor of Mississippi
and Director of Proceedings, the Natchez Literary Celebration

INTRODUCTION OF THE CREOLE JAZZ SERENADERS
by Ms. Betsy Bradley, Jackson, Mississippi
Director, Mississippi Arts Commission

About the Creole Jazz Serenaders...

The Creole Jazz Serenaders perform selections from the 1920 and 1930s, concentrating
on songs and musicians of New Orleans, "The Birthplace of Jazz." These songs are by such
notables as Joe "King" Oliver, Sidney Bechet, and Jelly Roll Morton, s by lesser known bands,
such as The Sam Morgan Band.

Included in the repertoire are several Creole jazz tunes sung in the French patois of New
Orleans. Indeed, the Serenaders are perhaps the only band that still performs this indigenous
style of jazz.

The Serenaders’ program shows the evolution of New Orleans jazz as it spread up river
by way of musicians who traveled to other parts of the country and the world. The group presents
an educational, historical program while maintaining the spirt that made these songs the dance
tunes of the period.

NOTE: Following this evening's concert, an informal, cash-bar reception honoring the Creole Jazz
Serenaders willtake place in the Peacock Bar and Grillat the Radisson Natchez Eola Hotel. At that time,
the group’s CDs will be for sale and signing.

g

This event is part of the 10th annual Natchez Literary Celebration, June 2-6, 1999. Theme of this
event is "Music of the South: Lyrics, Litrature, and Lagniappe.” Free lectures are held daily at the
Radisson Natchez Eola Hotel Ballroom. Information about refated, low-cost events s available at the
Celebration's information desk in the_hotel lobby. The Celebration is sponsored by Copiah Lieon
Community College, Mis:
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The 10" annual NATCHEZ LITERARY CELEBRATION, NATCHEZ, MISSISSIPPI

PRESENTS

MuUSle OF THE SOUTH
LYRICS, LITERATURE, AND LAGNIAPPE

Dan Vappie and the Creole Jazz Serenaders
of New Orleans, to perform in Natchez, 8 p.m., Thursday, June 3, 1999

B
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FREE DAYTMME LECTURES
RADISSON NATCHEZ EOLA HOTEL
Elvis Presley biographer Peter Guralnick  New Orleans jazz experts Tom Piazza and Bruce Boyd Raeburn
Blues authors David Evans and Robert Gordon Country music historian Allen Dennis.
Historians David G. Sansing and Michael Allen
Music enthusiasts Jim O'Neal, Elaine Dundy, Michael Allen, Lynn Abbott

LOW-cOST EVENTS
CONCERTS: Don Vappie and the Creole Jazz Serenaders of New Orleans, Swampwater Band,
Memphis Blues Duo, and more

TOURS, HEALS, & PARTIES: Historlo Mensions with L ive Music, Jazz Brunch, BBQ & Blues,
Catfish Supper, Hlgh Tea, & Reception:

GRANDE FINALE:  Concert by St Joseph Orchsira Ensemblo, Program by Pultzor Priza
Nominee Clifton Taulbert, and Grand Concert by the Mississippi Mass Choir

AND MORE: Song-writing Workshop, Exhibits, Films, Richard Wright Literary Excellence Awards
Ceremony, Booksignings, and a Special Event Honoring Gov. William Winter

FOR. INFORMATION AND TICKETS: - Web si

Farta funding: he Misissipi Humanios Gouncl

T VLY
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Dedicate contemporary
performance and recording of classic jazz
Compositions from the 19205 and 30's,

Vappi

Australian producer and host of the
ublic Radio _International syndxcated
:enes, “Jazz Classics in Stereo.” In 1997,
the Creole Jazz Serenaders recorded 18
classic compositions from  Vappie's
transcriptions  of  sol originally
recorded in 1923 by King Oliver' Creole
nd.  Parker described
o sounding more like King
Oliver's music than anything done  in the
last 70 yea
in the. spring of 1998, thelcrecle
Jazz i ji h the

Don Creole Jazz
main goal is to provide today’s audiences
with a glimpse of “the real spirit of early.
Jazz,” a period when jazz was the “pop”
music of the time.

“Several years ago, it beca
apparent to me that the iabel traditional
jazz' had become more a repertoire of
tunes chosen from a short list of familiar
titles,” band leader and arranger Don
Vappie explains. “What I've tried to do
with the Creole Jazz Serenaders, is bring
both the spirit and sophistication of
classic jazz back to life by presenting
neglected songs from that era that are
also lively and entertaining. | hope to
illustrate the kinds of music played when
jazz_was young, as well as the
complexity of many of these pieces.
When we perform, | always try
provide a sense of fun and energy that
demonstrates to modern audiences why
this music was the dance music of that
generation.”

s

ith the help of his wife Milly, a
(ultural e researcher, Vappie
compiled a song list for the group’s first
recording, CREOLE BLUES, that includes
lesser known tunes from the likes of Jelly
Roll Morton, Jabbo Smith, Sam Morgan,
and The New Orleans Owls. Drawing
heavily on the Creole heritage of New
Orleans, Vappie has included &
Creole jazz tunes performed in the
traditional French patois of the region.

Historic | New  Orleans  Collection;
presented “The Lost Manuscripts of Jelly
Roll Morton" premiering never before
performed  or recorded  Morton
compositions which were recently
discovered.

The Creole Jazz Serenaders consist
of a group of young musicians from
varied  musical and historical
backgrounds rooted in the traditions of
New Orleans music. Successful musicians
in their own right,
the band embodies that uniquely
American jazz heritage, sustained in
New Orleans since the late 19th century,
with _several members having ties
reaching back to the earliest jazz
families. This stellar group of musicians
has traveled the world performing at
festivals and concerts from Hong Kong
to Finland. Individually, they have
recorded and/or performed with various
artists such as Wynton Marsalis, Ruth
Brown, Dr. John, the Neville Brothers,
the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra and
the Preservation Hall Jazz Band among
others.

With a very real sense of ivin
tradition, the Creole Jazz Serenaders
breathe new lire] nm classics of a bygone
era, without re to the kind of self-
s io0s e o fund e e
recreations. Instead, the band delivers
to contemporary audiences all the

and music

The Creole Jazz are one of
the few bands that incorporate French
Creole jazz songs in their repertoire.

The group’s second major project,
“Searching  for King Oliver” was
sponsored by  Robert Parker, an

thi
first broaght 1o audiences more than 70
years ago.
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FIRST TIME IN NATCHEZ!
IN CONCERT

THE MISSISSIPPI MASS CHOIR

WINNERS OF
#1 Spiritual Album in America * #1 Black Gospel Album
Stellar Awards for Traditional Choir of the Year * Best Sellers Award
#1 Gospel Album in the Country for 12 Months s Grammy Award Nominee

7:30 P.M., SATURDAY, JUNE 5, 1999
NATCHEZ CITY AUDITORIUM, NATCHEZ, MISSISSIPPI

TICKETS: $15
CALL 1-601-446-6345 OR 1-800-647-6724




The evening’s program includes:

* Ceremony honoring Gov. William Winter,
celebrating 10 years as Director of Proceedings
for the Natchez Literary Celebration

© Mini-concert by St. Joseph Orchestra Ensemble

* Remarks by Pulitzer Prize nominee
Clifton Taulbert, Tulsa, Oklahoma F
(Once Upon a Time When We Were Colored) Gov. Wikiah Winler

Clifton Taulbert

* Grand concert by the Mississippi Mass Choir

Presented by the Natchez Literary Celebration
‘Sponsared by Copial-Lincoln Community College, Mississippi Department of Archives and History, and the Natche National Historical Park

1994 pract 2
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THE 10 annual NATCHEZ LITERARY CELEBRATION
"MUSIC OF THE SOUTH: LYRICS, LITERATURE, AND LAGNIAPPE"

presents

MUSIC: THE UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE

7:30 p.m., Saturday, June 5, 1999 -
Natchez Municipal Auditorium, Natchez, Mississippi

OPENING CEREMONY: Honoring WILLIAM WINTER, Jackson, Mississippi
Former Governor, State of Mississippi; President, Board of Trustees, Mississippi Department of Archives and
History; and Director of Proceedings, Natchez Literary Celebration, 1990-1999
Conducted by James F. Bamett, Jr., Robert Dodson, and Carolyn Vance Smith, NLC Co-chairmen

IN CONCERT: The SAINT JOSEPH CHAMBER ENSEMBLE
of The Saint Joseph Orchestra, Saint Joseph, Louisiana
Eine Kleine Nachtmusik (Allegro, Romanze, Menuetto, Rondo) by Mozart =

A PRESENTATION: The Power of Music to Change Our Lives and Build Our World
by CLIFTON TAULBERT, Tulsa, Oklahoma
Pulitzer Prize Nominee and Author of When We Were Colored, Watching Our Crops Come In, Last Train North,
Eight Habits of the Heart, and Little Cliff and the Porch People

IN CONCERT: THE MISSISSIPPI MASS CHOIR, America's No. 1 Gospel Choir
Jackson, Mississippi

Since it was formed in 1988, the choir has won a Grammy Award for Best Gospel Album by a Choir; a
Dove Award; Stellar Awards for Choir of the Year, Traditional Choir of the Year, Album of the Year, Best New Artist,
and Best Gospel Video; Billboard magazine's awards for Album of the Year, Gospel Artists of the Year, Gospel
Record of the Year, and Special Achievement Award for remaining No. 1 on Billboard's Top Gospel Chart for an
entire year; the Heritage Award from the Governor’s Awards for Excellence in the Arts; the Best Sellers Award from
the National Association of Record Merchandisers; and the Innovation Award from the 3M Corporation. In addition,
in 1997, the choir was chosen to perform for Pope John Paul Il in Rome. The choir's motto is "Mississippi Mass
hits the high notes. God gets the glory."

NOTES
(1) Books by Clifton Taulbert are for sale in the lobby of the auditorium. Following the program, Mr. Taulbert
wil sign books.
(2) A reception with food and beverages after the program will honor William Winter and Clifton Taulbert
‘as well as Barry Hannah and Sterling Plumpp, winners of the 1999 Richard Wright Literary Excellence Awards. The
event, hosted by the Natchez Association for the Preservation of Afro-American Culture, is at the Historic Natchez
Foundation, 108 South Commerce Street. Tickets are $10, available at the door.

Ay

This evening’s event is sponsored by Copiah-Lincoin Community Collegs, Mississippi Department of Archives and History,
‘and the Natchez National Historical Park

1444 /,‘L‘J# TR
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Tyler teaches songwriting class

By TRACY BISCHOFF
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Sunday, June 6, 1999 THE NATCHEZ D EMOCRAT, Natchez, Miss. +

“It seems to be working ... pe;)ple ]H;t keep coming.”

805 Dodson, Natchez Nationa Historical Park superintendent

Ray Pits of Sacramento, Cai, explores the Natchez g
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NATCHEZ
The Party Place

70 Silver Street * Natchez, MS 39120

1-800-722-5825

B LADY LUCK NATCHE o
‘ Free Spin! Wln ‘
‘ SI ‘
s ) -
| s s s coupn e s oney B e e s, i
[ 2 e i e s s gt
= AN

-
in Free Ma!ch Play
P s oponat e Madone B, Bnmoney sonly
nagement reseves Al sghs Lt one coupon pe P p
N e 21 yeas o a5 o s it .

!?/cl /4&.#1‘ ot il
page b~

Natchez Literary Celebration

Music of the South
Lyrics, Literature, and Lagniappe
presents
“Hot Time in the Old Town™
Fri.-Sun., June 4-6, 1999
Live music, drinks, food, and
FUN at these historic
downtown spots:
Bisouits & Bluss, 315 Main

- 11 p.m, June 6
Cock of the Walk, 200 N. Broadway
6-10 p.m, June 4-5
The Comer Bar, Canalat State
‘p.m. - unkil, June 4

Dimples, 324 Main
7:30 p.m. until, June 4-5
Pulley Bone's, 200 State
124 pm., June 45
Under-the-Hill Saloon, 25 Silver
10 p.m. -2 a.m., June 4-5

812 p.m, June 6

WharfMaster's House, 57 Silver
12-4 p.m., June 6

REDEEMABLE FOR
BEVERAGE OR COVER CHARGE

REDEEMABLE FOR
BEVERAGE OR COVER CHARGE

REDEEMABLE FOR
BEVERAGE OR COVER CHARGE

REDEEMABLE FOR ONE RIDE ON
“JOLLY TROLLEY" 6-11 p.m., June 4-5
(Please present this stub to driver)

REDEEMABLE FOR ONE RIDE ON
“JOLLY TROLLEY" 6-11 p.m., June 4-5
(Please present this stub to driver.)



No. [Price’
83 I $25.00

Prien.
$25.00

Ferriday Supper Tour

Ferriday Supper

Ferriday, LA Tour
June 2, 1999
Wednesday, Jun 72, 1999 5:45 PM-8:30 PM
5:45 PM - 8:20 PM
Tacony Plantation
Ferriday, LA Museum 83
— —
201 r?éu.oo $20.00
Jazz Brunch Jazz Brunch
The {arriage House Carriage House
Natchez June 3, 1999

terary (elebration
Thursday, Jun 3, 1999
12:00-2:00 M

12:00-2:00 PM

201
= - —
344 $15.00 $15.00
High Tes High Tea
Cherokee Cherokee

Natchez Literary Celebration
Thursday, Jun 3, 1999
5:30-7:30 PM

3ka
o Eo)
561 [“;15.00 $15.00

(reole Jazz Concert

Creole Jazz

Mary Minor Basilica {oncert
2 Literary Celebration St. Mary's
Thursday, Jun 3, 1999 June 3, 1999
8:00 PM 8:00 PM
Don Vappie and the (reole Jazz
Serenaders of New Orleans 561
= == =
65 IS15.00 $15.00 s
Barbequs & Blues 8arbeaue ano
Natchez Visitor Center Blues
Natchez Literary Celebration NVRC

Friday, Jun 4, 1999 June 4, 1999
6:60-8:00 M P
55
—~
&3 $75.00
{ong Concert
Naztcnez Literary Celebration Taulpert
City Auditorium dune 5, 1999
Saturday, Jun 5, 1999 ity Auditorium
7130 Pw 7:30 PM
St. Joseph Ensembie
MS Mass Choir 383
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Start your week
with good news

ood morning and good Monday. As we o
tart another week of summer vacation,
we pause to reflect on the good news ARG T 10 )
of the week gone by:
' Congratulations to organizers and spon-

sors of the Naichez Literary Celebration. $ b
For the 10th year in a row, this cultural gem

delighted audiences and participants with an

innovative and educational offering. The cele-

bration wmmuc\ 10 be a feather in the cap of

volv
W And, kudos to Copiali-Lincoln
“Community College in Natchez, Miion

i WHO v o o e

dous impact onthe school i |
“The historic dedication event honored Willie | a7 it
Mae Dunn, Ellmore A. Redd, Troy Watkins, Pase 64

cod apd Joey H. Paul. .,
 schoot hooring such

worthy individuals, and we congratulate the

administration on making this effort
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Cirque du Soleil
Mississippi visit

Sunday, August8, 1999 B The Clarion-_edger Il SH

not so novel now

B State has come far
in past decade

VICKSBURG— The guy
who sat down next to us had
just one question: “Do yall
know how long this lasts?”

My wife and I said we
didn’t. We'd just been seat-
ed ourselves in the magnifi-
cent theater custom built at
Beau Rivage in Biloxi for
Cirque du Soleil.

I sized the guy up as
being, like us, from some-
where inland. He'd proba-
bly lost a couple of hundred
dollars at the tables in the
elegant complex’s vast casi-
no and been offered a
“comp” ticket to the in-
house show. He appeared
eager to get back to the dice.

His agitation didn’t
abate as the lights went
down and the fantastic
blend of music, dance, flip-
ping. dancing and swinging
began. One or two acts into
the 90-minute spectacular,
heslipped out.

Cirque du Soleil didn’t
change that gambler, but it
—andalotofotherthings—
are changing Mississippi.

Maybe alot of us can’t see
it because we're so close, but
Mississippi as the decade
ends is not the state it was
when the 1990s began.

Development of 30 or so
casinos blended with a
robust national economy
have combined to more or
less end the state’s isolation
from the rest of the world.

Yes, the Neshoba County
Fair remains. Yes, gover-
nance in most counties is
still conducted 90 percent
of the time from a pickup
and 10 percent of the time
in a boardroom. Yes,
putting a worm on a hook
and pulling bream from the
lake at a state park is a big
and enjoyable vac:*
those of us who v id being
snooty. The things that
typify this state as rural
and its people as uncompli-
cated remain. They’re what
make it great, if you ask me.

But a layer has been
added. There are more

CHARLIE MITCHELL

small have also added
meeting and convention
facilities, notably Hatties-
burg and Tupelo, but also
Vicksburgand Natchez.

There’s ballet and con- '
certs, and Thalia Mara
Hall in Jackson is host to
traveling Broadway shows
several times a year.

As for Cirque du Soleil,
it’s hard to say whether
such a show would have
landed in The Magnolia
State absent events earlier
in the decade.

Tdon’thavealot of prized
possessions, but one of !
them is amatchbook coverI :
picked up when Harrah’s
opened the first casino-
hotel in Mississippi in |
1993.

It says, “Harrah’s” on the
front, of course, but my
favorite part is the list of
company locations on the
back: Las Vegas, Reno,
Lake Tahoe, Atlantic City,
Vicksburg.

Since then, of course,
Harrah’s has expanded to -
other cities in Mississippi
and elsewhere, but just see-
ing Vicksburg listed wi
resort destinations sig-
naled something very dif-
ferent was going on.

It’s not at all a put-down
to say this, but Mississippi
has not been a state where
important things hap-
pened.

Hollywood is the epicen-
ter of movies, New York for
theater, Orlando for theme
parks. Now moviemakers
are common in the state
1Al S0 are shows.

Biul Cosby, who previous-
Iy had traveled to Mississip-
pi only to offer words of
encouragement to graduates
of Rust College, now comes
to the state to make money.
He’s done shows at Silver
Star in Philadelphia and on

optionsin ed inuse
of leisure time and even in
selection of jobs.

First lady Pat Fordice
and exhibit organizer Jack
Kyle had alot to do with it.
Palaces of St. Petersburg
and Splendors of Versailles
events in Jackson demon-

strated to the rest of the P

world — and, more impor-
tantly, to us — that Seattle,
New York and Boston
weren’t the only cities that
could effectively debut

the Gulf Coast this year.
Cirque du Soleil, based
in Montreal, offers its |
clowns from Russia and
fire-knife dancer from
Tahiti in the capitals of
Europe — and at Beau
Rivage in Biloxi, Mississip-
il

The new layer has not
changed the fundamentals
ofthe state. Butitwill even-
tually change the way Mis-
sissippians think about
Mississippi. These days,

g lly touring art,
Communities large an
small have added or placed
new emphasis on the arts,
on museums and on festi-
als ranging from literary
eeks in Natchez and
xford to the Elvis Presley
Festival in Tupelo.
Communities large an

everything no longer hap-
pens someplace else.

Write Charlie Mitchell at
he Vicksburg Post, Box
821668, Vicksburg MS
39182, or e-mail .
(emitchell@vicksburg- |
post.com). )
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Books document life of the King of Rock ‘n’ Roll
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MISSISSIPPI

HUMANITIES
COUNCIL

CUS

‘The Magazine of the Mississippi Humanities Council

ON THE HUMANITIES

Summer 1999 Volume 3 Number 2

NATCHEZ TAKES A LOOK BACK AT
TENTH ANNUAL LITERARY CELEBRATION

Mississippi. So says
Natche? Literary Celebration

founder and co-chairman C.
Vance Smith of Copiah-Lincoln
Community College in Natcher.
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ting a huge crowd because
everyone loves music.
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ported by a grant from the
Mississippi Humanities Counci
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both explored
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MUSIC
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LYRICS, LITERATURE,
AND AGNIAPPE

grants from the Mississippi
HumaniesCouel, Inrmational
Oford American

magazine and civic, corporate and
- business donors,”she said.
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our lecture d. "And
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nd ther ol stviisatlow

s free,” Smi

Smithae Roben Dodeon. spern
{endentof the Natchez Natondl
Historic Park, and James Bamett of
the Misissippi Department of
Archives and History. Presented

rary Celebration has atracted
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read, and hey shire e oy of
books.
“The cost of each yearslter

e 31y and culturaleventis vry low,
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ah-Lincoln
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National Historical Park and the
Mississippi Department of Archives
"We are also grateful for generous

Natche:
continued on page 8

SUPPORT THE HUMANITIES

1] Here's $15 to keep FOCUS magazine free to all Mississippians who request it.

Councl,
Each years conference deals
with some general aspect of
Southern history. Some of the noted
speakers have been writers Eudora
Welty, Margaret Walker Alexander,

All contributions are 100% tax deductible.

‘mail your check and this form

Mississippi Humanities Council

3825 Ridgewood Road, Room 311
Jackson, Missisippi 39211

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING MHC!
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The 10th Annual Natchez Literary Celebration =
; presents e _—

Music of the South:
cLyrics, Literature,
and Lagniappe

June 2-6,1999° + Natchez, Miss.




EVALUATION FORM FOR THE 1999 NATCHEZ LITEHARY CELEBRATION
JUNE 2-5, 1999, NATCHEZ, MISSISSIPI
"MUSIC OF THE SOUTH: LYRICS, LITERATURE, AND LAGNIAPPE"

Please complete this form and return it in the enclosed envelope to
Mrs. Carolyn Vance Smith, P.O. Box 894, Natchez, MS 39121

Please comment on the effectiveness and worth of the program

What were your favorite parts of the Celebration?

Please circle the number that corresponds best to your opinion:

yes.
yes, 3
stongly  somewhat probably
agree orperhaps  no
1. If a similar
program is held,
would you like to
come again? 1 2 3 4
2. Did this program have
an impact on you? 1 2 3 4
3. Did the scholars in
the humanities con-
tribute to your
understanding of the
conference theme? 1 2 3 4
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The Literature of Song

The southern storytelling tradition expresses itseif in several ways. novels,
plays, short stories, humor, and, my specialty, songs. Songs are probably as oid as
languaga Itseif, and soutnern scngs can be raced back o 16 ancient foix songs of
Ireland and Scotland and the field songs siaves adapted from their African sources.

The theme for this year's Natchez Literary Celebration 's “Music of the South
Lyrics, Literature, and Lagniappe.” As a lifelong songwiter (wel, since the age of
thirteen) i'm delighted the organizers of this year's festival have seen fil lo treat the art
of songariting as a “iterary” enterprise. and I'm even more delighted that | il be In
Natchez the first week in June to participate in. and hopefully contribute to, the
proceedings.

| do believe that sometimes songwriting does achieve the status of literature.
“Ode 10 Billy Joe” by Mississippi singer-songwriter Bobie Gentry is one example of &
song that will probably be remembered and studied and enjoyed as long as any short
story by Faulkner or Weity. Songs like that are rare, but so are stories like "Why | Live
atthe P.O"

My point is, it is possible for a song to transcend time and plece and establish
itself as an authentic expression of the human spirit eternal and universal To become
in aword, att. In moments of crisis,in times of sorow or joy, sengs provide a powertul
connection among human beings and remind us that our most essential feelings,
hopes and fears are shared by all people

Can you imagine a worid without “Amazing Grace™? What would Christmas be
without the wonderful songs that sacred season has inspired? And any discussicn of
songs would be incomplete without acknowledging that which has caused more songs
10 bs written than any other emotion or experience - fovs. Songs about falling in love,
staying in fove, failing out of love, love requited and unrequited. and on and on. What
wold love be iike without love songs?

As In most forms of art, the South has produced its share and more of great
songs. From Stephen Fostar on, the South has given the world some of its greatest
songwiters and the songs they created. The current capitol of songwriting is &
southern city, Nashville, northern terminus of the ancient Natchez Trace and
destination of songwriters everywhere. | look forward to driving south trom Nashville
on the Tracs to southwest Mississippi, land of my youth and source o my songs, t©
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share my thoughts about and my experiences in the literature of song.

Dan Tyler of Nashville, Tenn., is a native of McComb, author of the novel, "Music
City Confidential” and one of a dozen program presenters at the 10th annual Natchez
Literary Celebration. During his 30-year career as a songwriter, Tyler's songs have been
recorded by LeAnn Rimes, Kenny Rogers, Keith Whitiey, The Oak Ridge Boys, B.J.
Thomas, Marie Osmond, The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, Eddlie Rabbitt and many others He
will speak after lunch June 3 at the Carriage House Restaurant on the role of Nashville
in Southern culture and will present a songwriting workshop June § at Deposit Guaranty
National Bank meeting room. Tickets are available by caling the Natchez Visitor Center,

601-446-6345 or 1-800-647-6724.
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P S
The Natchez Literary Celebration

Sponsoed b Post Office Box 5
d-Lincoln Commuity Colege Natehez, MS 391210894

Vs D ot vl History (601) 446-1208

Nateher National Historcal Park Fax (601) 446-1214

e-mail carolyns@nat.colin.cc.ms.us

March 22, 1999

Mrs. Laura Godfrey

Natchez Convention and Visitor Bureau
640 South Canal Street

Natchez, MS 39120

Dear Laura: 2

Thank you for your recent message that the 1999 Natchez Literary Celebration will receive
‘matching funding for certain promotional ventures from the Mississipi Division of Tourism. That
financial assistance is very needed and welcomed.

1am writing to ask for a slight change in the request for matching funding. Here is the situation:

Becal to advertise in the Oxford A ‘magazine occurred prior to nmmcauon
from the Mississipp Division of Tourism that matching funding was available, | did not put

the & th requid MDT 1ogo and mossago. | did not wantto prosume fha the funding would oo
available and thus had to go to print without the MDT logo and message.

However, since the MDT information did not appear in the ad, | understand the MDT will not be
able to help fund its cost, which is $450.

May | substitute another use for the approved matching grant of $450 for another promotional
purpose? | propose spending that money on additional Mississippi Press Service advertising in
newspapers. Please advise i this will be approved

Thank you for your help.

Sincorely yours, .
Corsdop Vprer et

Garolyn Vance Smith

Founder and Co-chairman
Natchez Literary Celebration

1999 part E
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Cﬁ COPIAH-LINCOLN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Ll“ VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION
30 CAMPI
(ATCHEZ. MISSISSIPPI 39120
(601) 446-1165
April 29, 1999

Dear ILR Member:

Our general membership meeting will be held on Friday, May 21, 1999 at 10:00 am. in
the Vocational Technical Multi-purpose room. Our speaker will be Carolyn Vance

Smith, Co-Chairman of the Natchez Literary Celebration. Mrs. Smith will speak on the
NLC (Natchez Literary Celebration), its history and what we can look forward to at this
year’s event. This is the tenth anniversary of the NLC and the theme is “Music of the
South: Lyrics, Literature and Lagniappe” it promises to be wonderful, fun and very
entertaining as usual

Please make every effort to attend this meeting, as we will be electing officers for the
upcoming year. Also encourage a friend to come with you. 1 will be sending you a list of
candidates for office in the next week.
Your continued support and help is greatly appreciated
Sincerely,

"
Oue daund

Sue S
Coordimtor of Adult and Continuing Education

The Place to Be.
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CQ COPIAH-LINCOLN COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Ll N VOCATIONALTECHNICAL EDUCATION
30

NATCHEZ, MISSISSIPPI 39120
(601) 446-1165

May 6, 1999

Dear ILR Member:

As you know on May 21, 1999 at 10:00 a.m. we will have a general membership
meeting. At this meeting we will be electing officers for the upcoming year. Carolyn~
Vance Smith will be the featured speaker at the meeting.

Our nominating committee composed of Jack Stubbs, Marie Boyd, Eloise Reed and
nominated members for the following offices, President, Vice-President, Secretary,
Associate Secretary and Treasurer. The following names were submitted and approved .
by the committee:

Frank Rowe President

Joyce Borum Vice-President

Marjorie Kinds Secretary (now Associate Secretary, she will automatically
move up to the position of Secretary)

Vera Woods Associate Secretary

Zelma Kennon Treasurer

Marie Boyd Board Member

All nominees accepted the nominations so the membership will vote on them at the
meeting on May 21, 1999. Please make every effort to attend this important meeting
Also, bring someone with you. We will have a schedule of activities for the summer, or
at least for June and July available at the meeting

Thank-you for your continued support of the Institute for Learning in Retirement at
Copiah-Lincoln Community College.

Sincerely,
DL Sauine

Sue Savino

Coordinator of Institute for Learning in Retirement

The Place to Be.

1499 part =
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REMINDER

ILR MEETING

FRIDAY, MAY 21, 1999 AT 10:00 A.M.
SPEAKER: CAROLYN VANCE SMITH
WILL SPEAK ON THE “NATCHEZ
LITERARY CELEBRATION”
WHERE: CO-LIN VO-TECH MULTI-
PURPOSE ROOM
REFRESHMENTS, AND DOOR
PRIZES. PLEASE COME AND BRING
A FRIEND.

(944 /<Lu+ -
pase ' 80
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The Natchez Literary Celebration

by Post Office Box 894
Copiah-Lincoln Community College Natchez, MS 39121-0894
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (601) 4161208
Natchez National Historical Park Fax (601) 446-1214

e-mail carolyns@nat.colin.cc.ms.us

May 22, 1999

To: The Rev. and Mrs. Jimmy Swaggart

From: Carolyn Vance Smith, Co-chairman, Natchez Literary Celebration

Re: You're invited to the upcoming conference! k

As you can tell from the enclosed brochure, the 10th annual Natchez Literary Celebration
will honor you and your legacy of music on Wednesday, June 2, 1999.

At 3:30 p.m. that day at the Radisson Natchez Eola Hotel Ballroom, Amanda Taylor,
librarian in Concordia Parish, La., will discuss the many books written about you and your
music. Later that day, about 200 conference participants will go by bus to Ferriday and
the Ferriday Museum. Then the group will go to Tacony Plantation for supper and live
music by the Swampwater Band. At 8:30 p.m. the fiim, "Great Balls of Fire!” will be shown
at the Eola Ballroom

With this letter | invite you to be our special guests at the Literary Celebration. We would
very much like to have you at all o part of the event

Please let me know your wishes by calling, faxing, or emailing me. See above numbers
and address. Thank you

T
rege ¥l
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‘The Magazine of the Mississippi Humanities Council Winter 1999 Volume 3 Number |

PLANS UNDERWAY FOR PUBLIC
HUMANITIES ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS BANQUET

Dr Jack White, Chair of the  Mississippi Valley State University  over the occasion Dircctor. Those honored in the past
Mississippi Humanities Council. has  wil be honored with the Humanitics Each year the Council ecog-  include. Dr. Ben Bailey,  Mayor
released the names of individuals  Scholar Award and Dr. T, Lewis.  nizes persons who have supported its  Edward Bishop of Corinth, the
and organizations 10 be horored at 11, of Jackson will be honored with  work through public programs Eudora Welly Writers' Symposium,

MHC Awards Dinner February  the Public Humanities Achicvement  across the state.based in the bra Dr Hitt, Dircctor, Dr.
19,1999, in Jackson. Those tohe  Award, esof » Alfredieen Harrison, Dr. Robert
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Larry Chappell Egucator Avand W Lewis, i1

Macy Hart s Linda Cliton
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White, Chair of the Mississippi Leadersip” o the Missssipp Gulf Miodoipp Famaniis Gl o
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Sr., Florence Sillers C
Florence Warfield Sillers.
Silleses were pl
political players, and civic leaders.

CAPPS
MUSEUM
A
MISSISSIPPI
TREASURE

Their collections shed light on the
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1999 - Dee Ray and Julia Cannon from Ole Miss
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10" Annual Natchez Literary Celebration

CAROLYN VANCE

SMITH
NATCHEZ, MS
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