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Chopin wrote about
‘real’ topics for women

By JIMMY SEXTON
The Natchez Democrat

ate Chopin was a forgot-
ten American voice until
ter literary reputation

was resuscitated by critics in the
1950s.

Today her novel, “The Awaken-
ing,” the story of a sensual, deter-
mined woman who insists on her
independence, is widely read and
highly honored, a feminist work
which was decidedly ahead of its

time.

Dr. Emily Toth, professor of
English and Women’s Studies at
Louisiana State University, in
Baton Rouge, presented an
overview of Chopin’s life and
writings Saturday morning at the
Natchez Literary Celebration.

Chopin’s writings were popular
because they dealt with topics —
such as family, love, power,
dreams and lust — usually only
discussed behind closed doors,
“gossiped” about by women.
‘Writing about people’s lives is
an art, not a science,” said Toth,
whose biography of Chopin was
nominated for a Pulitzer Prize.

“With women, you have to look
for gossip, or what they're hiding
before you can grasp the true
‘meaning of their life or work.”

Chopin was a relatively
unknown writer (her works were
in the 1800s) when Toth began
reading about her in preparation
for the biography.

low, she’s number five on the
list of most popular authors
taught i literary courses across
the country.

“There was a time when most
students in college were assigned
10 read *Moby Dick," said Toth.

“That's not the case any more.
Now, they are routinely assigned
10 read ‘The Awakening,”
instead.”

Z K i s
ate was an unconventional writer.
Outwardly she fit a standard pattern, but she
published stories about extramarital lust in
Louisiana that made people sit back and
wonder why she’d do something like that .”

— Emily Toth

That's how she learned her
d Toth. “She felt she
was always on the outside look-

ing in.

Chopin, who lived to be 54,
was born in 1850 in St. Lous.
She married Oscar Chopin at the
age of 20 and they quickly moved
to Ncw Orleans. They lived there
, Chopin giving birth to
i ehidren (all of whom sur-
vived, which was uncommon in
that time).

In 1882, at the age of 32,
Chopin and her family moved to
North Central Louisiana. Oscar
died soon thereafter, leaving
Chopin with six children and
$12,000 in debt.

“She had no choice but to run
their plantation businesses,” said
Toth. “She had a scandalous
social life as a widow, and two
years later returned to St. Louis.”

In the years that Chopin resided
in Louisiana, she was aware of
and receptive to Creole, Cajun,
black, and Indian cultures, and
she would incorporate people
from these cultures in her work.

“In 1885, Chopin’s mother
died,” said Toth. “That was a sig-
icant change in Chopin’s life.

“She was 35 at the time, and
left the Catholic Church to write
stories about married widows and
unhappy marriages. It left many
speculating about her life and
wondering why she ever left
Louisiana.

“scholarly reasons.”

“1 soon learned that they hook
viewers through five major
secrets — love, sex, money, fami-
ly and health,” said Toth.

“All three forms of popular cul-
ture — soaps, romances and
country music — are about these
five secrets. These are also the
three most popular cultures that
are looked down upon; they are
called trash and their audiences
are attacked.”

“Toth said in reality, they are all
uniquely important because they
are the only popular cultures that
focus on emotions, women’s
opinions and women’s secret
lives.

“Kate was an unconventional
writer,” said Toth, “Outwardly
she fit a standard pattern, but she
published stories about extramari-
tal lust in Louisiana that made
people sit back and wonder why
she’d do something like that.”

She later discovered, while in
the kitchen of a woman whose
grandfather had known Chopin,
that Chopin had had an extramar-
ital affair with the grandfather,
‘whose name was Albert.

“Chopin made a choice that
influenced the rest of her life,”
said Toth. “She could have stayed

and create a whole new life for
herself.”



—_—

Chopin, who would be 156 this
year, always lied about her age.
Her writings derived from gossip,
or conversation about people.
“Gossip is the world’s oldest
mass medium, practiced best by

Southern women have made
f

art form.

“Maybe it’s because we spend
more time outdoors and we're
Jess inclined to read books.
Women lke to read people, and
that's what it’s al about”

Living in the South made
Chopin a people writer, teaching
her how to watch people. Though
she lived in Louisiana for 14
years, she never visited Missis
pi and considered herself an out-

Democrat
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Choplin’s life is an example of
“sequencing,” said Toth, in which
she played the role of wife and
mother. That changed when she.
became a writer.

“Kate had always written and
always gossiped, but she was 39
when she was first published,”
said Toth.

“Her first novel was about a
woman choosing a career over
marriage. Her second was about a
woman wanting a long distance,
unconventional marriage in order
10 ‘keep her secrets.”

Toth herself grew up knowing
secrets and gossip were impor-
tant. Her mother did not watch
soaps on TV, but Toth did for

Chopin was a woman who
turned away from a life of lustful
desire toward another desire, a
profession as a professional
writer.

“We used to think that the
biggest secret women had was
something sexual, but not any-
more,” said Toth.

“The biggest secret for women
today, as it was 100 years ago, is
personal ambition. We're not sup-
posed to let on that we want
praise, money or power. To say
you want money is a lttle bit
taboo, because money symbolizes
power.

“Chopin showed us that the big
revelation is not that women have
sexual feelings, but that women
could take charge of their lives.”

‘The Natchez Democrat/Barbara Gerard Kalse
SMILING FACES: The volunteers of the Literary Celebration put in countless hours at the City Audi
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torium making sure everything runs smoothly. Pictured are, from left, Christy Williams, Carolyn
Harper, Elise Ogden and Sharon Ogden.







" SUNDAY, JUNE 2, 1996 Serving Natchez, Vidalia and the Miss-Lou

s DamocentEatars Gera s
PREPARATION: Wille Morrs,lft, author and editor,reads over the evering program Thursday. Willam Styron. a Pultzer Prize
winning author, glances over his shoulder before taking the stage to read selections from one of his novels.
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MONDAY, JUNE 3, 1996  Serving Naichez, Vidalia and the Miss-Lou

LITERARY TOUR: Authors, lecturers and guests to
the Natchez Literary Celebration wound up the week
with tours of historic homes around Natchez. (Top)
Dr. Kenneth Stubbs (far right in tie) invites guests
from the Literary Celebration into Riverview. (Above)
Marshall Mitchell with the Natchez National Historical
Park, entertains guests at Melrose. (Left) Carolyn
Vance Smith (lef), co-chair of the Literary Celebra-
tion, talks with NikK Giovanni, Saturday night's liter-
ary speaker, while visiting Riverview.
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Alexandria Baily Town Talk Sunday
June 9, 1996

Her

Robin Miller — Staff reporter 3
ke B Willoms s she s ok b drs o e Noker iy ool oo |
e woman. Ms. Evers-Willams is also the chairman of the NAACP's board mwx




% "An Evening with the Stars" 5

featuring Nikki Giovanni
Saturday, June 1, 1996 7:30 p.m.
Natchez Municipal Auditorium Natchez, Mississippi

The Seventh Annual Natchez Literary Celebration presents
"Southern Women: 300 Years of Influence"

The Honorable William F. Winter
will preside and introduce the following:

Travis Thornton, Dean, Natchez Campus of Copiah-Lincoln Community College
Dean Thornton will introduce Ellen Douglas, penname of Josephine Haxton,
winner of the 1996 Richard Wright Literary Award for Fiction, and Willic
Morris, winner of the award for Non-Fiction.

Ellen Douglas, born Josephine Ayres in Natchez, Miss., is best known for her
understated tragicomic novels that combine richly drawn characters with well-
established settings to vividly and honestly represent Southern life. Her books
include Black Cloud, White Cloud and A Family’s Afairs

Willie Morris, editor-in-chief of Harper s magazine at age 32, is the acclaimed
author of many publications, including North Toward Home and New York

Days.

Dr. Thomas D. Layzell, Commissioner of Higher Education in Mississippi, will
introduce as & group Mississippi’s Most Outstanding Humanities Division Students
and Faculty Members in Colleges and Universities.

Nikki Giovanni: "Art as Diversity: Art Is Diversity"

Nikki Giovanni is one of the best-known poets in America. She is the
author of over a dozen books and the winner of many awards and honorary
degrees. Her work has moderated from that of an angry revolutionary in the
1960s to focus on the individual’s search for love and acceptance - an ongoing
struggle in the black community. However, most critics agree that her personal
voice gives consistency to her work which is "honest, searching, complex, lusty
and, above all, individualisticand charmingly egoistical.” Giovanni is currently
Professor of English at Virginia Polytechnic University, Blacksburg.
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The Natchez Democrat/Barbara Gerard Kaisar
LITERARY CELEBRATION: Dean Travis Thornton of Copiah-Lincoln Community College (left)

presents the Richard Wright Literary Excellence award to Ellen Douglas for her work in fiction-
al literature. The ceremony was held June 1 as part of the Natchez Literary Celebration.

[94¢€
pége 70
7



Friday, June 7, 1996 THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natchez, Miss. » 7A

‘The Natchez DemocrauBarbara Gerard Kaser
LITERARY CELEBRATION: Dean Travis Thornton of Copiah-Lincoln Community College (left)
presents the Richard Wright Literary Excellence award to Willie Morris for his work in non-fic-
tional literature. The ceremony was held June 1 as part of the Natchez Literary Celebration.
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Features

By Robin Miller
Staff reporter
1, Miss. — William Styron did-
n't talk about Sophic
Not once did he mention her name, at

Tyt

Sfyraf(

Styron had a choice,
so he created Sophie

Her choice became that o the Jewish
‘woman of whom St
 Sophi, with ar Dnanii posteton e
ngue and choked with fear, was about
Giiempi a reply when the doctor said, o

i an in the back of the
Natehos Manitipes Aadportats = ssked

loca

ard a story of a

Jewish woman, also a Holocaust survivor,

wWho was forced to make a choice.

Toots were embedded in g
Those women were combined to cresée

“Bitte?"said Sophie.
“You may keep one of your children, " he
peated. “The other one will have 1o go.
thh ane will you keep?”
“You're a Polack, not ¢ Yid. That gives
you apv‘iuuc
o process dnindid; ceased.
Thes she it Her fegs crumple, 1 can't
choose! I can’t cl egan to
scream. Oh, how :he remlled her own
screams! Tor
3o Ty above ells pandemonium. “Toh

hie, witz, the

R conesntration sarm Sise Amatet
wi

People were herded methodically into
gas chambers, extorminated by the thou-
sands. Undesirables, as the regard-
od. Gypsies, Poles, Russmns and Jews,

upon mill Jows

e Story 1o obing new tiese daya to
most people. The Holocaust remains a fes-
tering wound in history
cannot — be forgo

"As are the stories ofits survivors. As s
Sophie’s story.

n screas
But she did choose. His 1979 novel
Sophles Choice would ot have been, oth-

“The novel was later made into a film.
ie

I Tact, 1€’ safe {0 say readers know

more.
They know the hons, wheres and whys
M Please see STYRON, C-8

C-8 Sunday, June 30, 1996

e

W Advice, C-10
B Weddings, C-12.

Alexaudria Baily Toton Talk



Robin Miller — Staff reporter
Author William Styron, clutching a copy of his Pulitzer Prize-winning
The Confessions of Nat Turner, was a teatured speaker at the Natchez
Literary Celebration last month. Styron read excerpts from the 7
coinciding the passages with the conference theme, “Southern Women:
300 Years of Influence.”
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Typical book signing 1996



From left— 1996 Burl Leslie McLemore, Jackson State
University, Mayor of Natchez Butch Brown, Governor
William Winter, President of Co-Lin Billy Thames, Senator
Thad Cochran, Cora Norman, Director Mississippi
Humanities Council.
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Wi lliam Winter
Greorge Harden
Myrlie Evers-Willlams

Georae Harden
myrlie Evers - \Nilliams



O

Plenty of notables to

Knows

that each year the
Nahes Lierary Celebration atacs
class writers and scholars. This

orld
year \mnumrmn isno
ot o May 301t June | ¢ e Nacher Ciy
Mg e »cwnlh:nnwlukhmlmnwm

hudhm suchhoushold e m Sty
o, Pultuer Prise and Myl
ums. author and board chairman of

|\chAAC|’
e very honored to host such celebrities.
Helping us welcome them are numerous cther
digniaries who also honor us with ther pres.
. They inlude
. Cora Norman of Jackson, exccutive
et of e Mgt Humaniis Comel
who will be honored Moy 30
man Day at

L i o
HC has funded the

Thursday, May16, 1996

Top of the
Morning

Wheeler at 9:15 a.m. M
o o . Gl peafssor

USM who il mroduce e spesker D

Robet . R Univeay of ks

1am.
e Olow Ry of ckson exc

ry Colebraton each year ice s bgin
in 1990.

eslic MeLemore of Jackson State Uni

m..y przml:m of the MHC board, who will
forman at 9 a.m. May

"S- S Thad Cochran (R M) who will

xekom isor i Misigy o Mo

or Larry “Butch” Brown, who will wel-

come'v s o Nthes o 5 1. My 0.
* Dr. Billy B. Thames, president of Copiah-
Lineon Community Colicge, who a 915 am.

May 30 wil prset former Gr. Willam W
ter, plcsld:m of hebordof s the Mis-
o of Arcivesand Histoy.

Mr ooy il e once agin s maser of
and will introduce the speake

oo Galloway 310 am. Moy 30 Wi

symdEe M.ym ery\nSchwmu\

May 31, Vil and Myrlie

ki

Evert Wil 530 . May 31
Glovinst 1 730 pan. Jon 1.

D Aubry Lcas,pesidentof the Usiversc

f Southem Missisippi, Hatiesburg, who

il intradce the speakes Dr. Maore Sprul

1996
fage |

or Missisip’ \Cummuml)
and Jm\mr Collgeswho w2
introduce the speakers
-
Columbus, and D Bridget il socise
professor of English at

* Tudge, May Lee

N m, Asociton for the Proserion o
Afro- n Calture,who a3 pm. May
il intoduce. the \,.L. Michel

Kreyling of Vanderbilt University and Bruce
Schwarzof Norh Hollywood, Cali

. . director of the Sarah
Ts0m Center for Women's Studies at The U
versity of Mississippi, who at 9 a.m. May 31
7 e D o Cain of O S
Universi

" De Allerteen Harison, director of th Mar-
et Walkr Alexander Research Center st
Jackson State University, w am
31 will introduce the speaker
Gr

. Clinton By n
State University, who at 10:45 a.m.
introduce the speaker Dr. Darden Asbury Pyron

Toie, pessdst o e 2
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attend NLC

of Florida Intermaiona U
Suiling of Brookhaven, pres

iden of o Lis Boaraof Toteen whir
. June | will introduce the .,m“m,mh
“Toth of Lovisiana State Univ:

"D, Ann Abadie, asocite dector of the
Coner forheSudy ofSern Clure 1 Ol
Miss, who at 10:15 aum. June 1 will introduce
the Baughics of Margarcta prfomi
from Jacks

rmmm of the Adams County Board of
Supenisors Thamas Camptell, who 130

roup

e 1 will welcome visiors 1 Ada

pm ams
- By and imtoduc e sesker D Tromes

=

G,
- Dr s H. Lol of Jackson Com-
mistoner Wi Instions of Hihe
1 il i
Lum

tr and scholar Dr. Margaret Walker
Alexander who won the Rickrd Wight Award
1995 and will be ntroduced a 7:35 p.m. June.

It is my privilege 1o invite you to attend the
Lum ‘Calbraion. All thre of the sponsor,

Co-Lin, Mississippi Department of
Arcines and Thitory and e Nodons Pk
Service, are excited about i,

e daytime ectres s bsluely s and
the tcketed events cost. Call Natchez
B Ot o e o o o
your favorite celebrity. See you at the City
Auditorium!

‘Travis Thornton is dean of the Natchez Cam-
pus of Copiah-Lincoln Community College.
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COLLEAGUES SAY

$€Carolyn has worked
toward the preservation of
community, which is the
highest social good toward
which we can strive. She is
a true ‘keeper of the
Natchez culture.®

— Dr. Cora Norman, executive
director, Mississippi Humanites
Counl.

o=
SSimply put, Carolyn
Smith can do anything.

ey
she will produce. She is the
driving force of so much
that we have.%*

— Travis Thornton, dean,
Copiah-Lincoln Community
foge, Natchez.

—
SeShe is committed to not
only her students, but also
the community and
anyone of any background
or any age. If you own a
hotel or restaurant, you'd
better like Carolyn Smith
because she brings a lot of
business to Natchez.*®

— Bob Dodson, superintendent,
Natchez National Historical Park.
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Editorials

Outstanding citizens
‘deserve recognition

r hats are off o The Natchez Democrat’s Citizen of
the Year and Unsung Heroes. Each of them richly
deserves the credit.

We F enough about Carolyn Vance Smith, the citi-
zen of the.

She Wht ne O & bl /50 of Locl ViRBTER WA
Years ago felt deep down that a celebration of books and the
South could be a huge succes

us was bom the Natchez Literary Celebration, which will
mark its sixth annive year with an appropriate theme.
of the role of women in the Sou
. Myrlie Evers Williams, who grew up in Mississippi and is

chaifman of th board of the NAACR, will bethe keynote

 speaker.
Last year, Maya Angcloujformer poelsreas of the U
St sitmorid

d writer, was the special speak-

er.

To have women of such high acclaim here in Natchez is
truly remarkable.
“That they would come here gives the literary celebration
snational significance.
In addition, the awards the celebration has won are well-
deserved.
Smith also has overseen development and programs of the
Natchez Elderhostel program, which annually brings hun-
[ dreds of seniors here in an educational setting to learn about
Natchez.
[ Smith makes her contribution without seeking the limelight
and with a masterful attention o detail

Both programs have brought thousands of individuals to
| Natchez who had never been here before, 5o the programs
aren't only culturally enriching but economically beneficial.

Thanks, Carolyn, for all you do.

Thanks also to our unsung her

Aol Bacon;of Natohss fo i deylon 15 chllbea'
programs a community activities.

SOTE e ol [ e efforts on
| behalf of youngsters in Concordia P

« Natchez Fire Capt. Johnny Fraslin for s cobianding

work to prevent e s A

* Audey L Netoier foe ieraing o and caring
for — so many of our senior citi

* The late Margaret Litig, of Nache, for bee edicaion o
e protssion g peot! e

« Aubrey Logan, of Natchez, for putting his mind and hands
to work for Catholic Chari

 Mae Marshall, of Natchez, for her passion of keeping kids
in school.

« Lillian Mashon, of Natchez for helping seniors connect to
Life Line and visiting with family and friends of the critically
ill.

* Leonore O'Malley, of Natchez, for all her work with a
variety of needy projects and programs.

+ Bobby Sanders, of Harriston, for being the man on whom
50 many seniors rely for help.

« Mike Thompson, of Natchez, for eagerly assisting foreign
students and the Natchez Opera Festival.

« Tommy “Blackie” Williams, of Natchez, for his devotion
10 veterans and their needs.
Each one of you makes our communities special places in
‘which to work and live.

‘e
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spese on human relat
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et Mitchell and her famous book, Gone Withthe Wi
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Wl Sy sthor of Sopki G and T Cofosion of Nt T ol
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e ith pini, sk, ling by and syl
A andheo w1 i G o v o My Ao and
Margoret .mmum,,.lumm.m,y Rosia V. CrlerofJackson.
*Atour of Ailie, Riverview and Melose with living history and refreshments.
. South evening with Man Sehvats, Dallos b of e Sothon

Abows: Ploial Stanton Hll il b

the sit of o lovish tea dance

Tha o s, Goe Wik the Wi
*An exhibitof historic photogeaphs feturing influcntil Notches wore,

Natchez Litrary Celbrtin i o-sponsored by Copih-Linceln Commc
ity Collg, th Mt Drpustnt of i o Hesory s Nkl
Pk S

fany cvents are fe, incuding most L
i e oprrtanity 1o gt nuch » oo iy
figure como along, and o1 take plice in surrounding
ot Natcher, Cull 1800.647-67431 e e,

Right: A prestigious award presented.
during the Liteary Colbration is
named after the sstoemed Ntches

author Richard Wrigh.

e tckoted events o low-cos.
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CAROLYN NANCE SMITEE

eaders make things possible.

Smith’s work inspires love
of Natchez & Mississippi

s cliscin uldng e e oo
tion. I see innovaion all around me,
s very excitin

il belongs v he
categ ry

Tor o pm 2 year,
Smith of the

Engl\ih d:panm T pub-
lic relations director at Co-
Lin.

From founding two award-
jects in 1990 —

Natchez Literary Celebration
and the international Natchez
Elderhostel program —
writing and editing more than
20 non-fiction books to
teaching to serving on the
cxcouive compitee o e
Episcoj Missi

Sippi. Toi b inspired oth-
ers with her energy.

hat reason and many othe

Smith is The Natchez Democrat's Citi-
zen of the Year for 1996.

“Working for Co-Lin i

exciting experience for me.” said Smith.

“T've watched it grow from a very small

college to one that atracts outstanding

el i
nlarging programs and more

et

are numerous. She has received the
International Master Teacher award, the
Governor's Aw: uism Devel-
‘opment, the Athena Award for
ing leadership by the Natchez-, e
County Chamber of Commerce, and in
19981 el L) Olrs.
tion, she received an avard from the
Alinta Commitiee forthe Olympic
ames for outstanding humanities pro-

“Ihave a high energy level, and |
sy cegklng i plole i
it we can accomplish together,”
e

L]

Bom in Terry, Miss.
reared in El Dorado, Ark. Following
high school graduation she attended

Englith and history. Her leaching caroer
began in the Natchez public school sys-
tem i the late 19605, followed by a
year at the college level before return-
ing to Natchez and Co-Lin in 1973,

=

“I don't see any major changes com-

ing soon in my life,” said Smith, who.
ildren with her hus-

1 two grown o

g in a first-class building is such a
plasare tat It o o o
anything right n

‘Smith’s influence in the community
ot fu beyond th Litray Celebrar
tion and Elderhostel. Her published
riings include Naiher:An st
“The Gost Caste M-

Democrat and Today in Mu:»mp,u
“The work I do with Elderhostel and
the Literary Celebration is very impor-
tant to me,” she said. “ILis a part of me,
and reflects some of my interests... i’
very self-fulflling. Without gnod people.
me, none o these.
would get off the ground.

[

“I would like to write some mor
books, but I just don’t have the time to
do all the research that's needed.” said
Smith. “I've never been fearful of trying
anything, but I ry not 1o be overly
ambitious. | am careful 50 if 1 do.
atempta pojct | ave hought it
through so that T know it i doat

" o Jinmy Sgcon

1996
page



MISSISSIPPI UNIVERSITY FOR WOMEN
ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION

request the pleasure of your company and
spouse/guest at an

"AFTER HOURS CELEBRATION"

Guest Speaker:
Dr. Clyda S. Rent, President
MUW

Thursday, May 30, 1996
from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Natchez Eola Hotel
110 North Pearl Street
Natchez, MS 39120

(996
)04<§ s
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Literary Celebration to feature

‘Classic Natchez’ booksigning

By KELLY ELDRIDGE
‘The Natchez Democrat
The authors of the new book,
“Classic Natchez,” will be fea-
twred at a gala May 29 from 6 to
9 pm. at Elms Court as part of
the Natchez Literary Celebration.
Rinddih Deihaty of New
Oreans o Vo Jones Mar
R

pies of the book.

Ket-holders may bring their
own copies or buy a copy at the.
gl for $40.

e will also be a tour of

Elms Court as part of the ticket
Tickets are $10 per person.
‘Classic Natchez” hit the

bookstores in March and has

1 is the most comprehensive

k" boob
contains about 260 mostly-color
illustrations and 180 contempo-
rary photographs of Natchez

homes, gardens, archival images,
maps, drawings and floor plans.
A time line illustrated with
b el
panoramas and floor plans takes
ek i
habitations, through the con-
struction boom of the cotton era,
1o the modern-day efforts of
P e
“The booksigning couldn't have
been scheduled for a better time,
said Elizabeth Boggess, the local

bookigning.” Boggess i

o' realy. wasied o Join
s T CHa
i s il vk
out that way.”

There were 14 local sponsors
for the book comprising a com-
mittee for local d three
co-chairmen.

Gl o

|

NATCHEZ

ARAN

| LT LY

toward a_ special fund for the
Gandy Collection of Historic

em Classic series pul
artn-St. Mar
uted nationally and international-

Photographs, now_housed in
Stratton Chapel at First Presby-
terian Church.

[949¢
1Peese &
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Related story, Page 5A
By BRIAN HAWKINS
The Natchel Democrat

JACKSON, Miss. — The
il S8 o
Bureau and the Natchez Literary
Celebration on Wednesday gar-
nered statewide recognition at
the 1996 Governor's Conference
on Tourism.

‘The CVB won the Mmm.pm
Tourism Promotion - Assocs
beritiigaiiles v
tourism promotion for 1995 for
its urism  Highlights”
newsletter.

The newsletier, published
bimonthly, s distributed t0 1,500
meefing planners, tour Gperators
and local members of the hospi-
tality industry, said Connie

Literary fest, CVB
earn state honors

Taunton, CVB executive direc-
o

“Our newsletter helps us get
information out to people across
Natchez, the entire state and the

We were very excited about
winning this award. It speaks
highly of Natchez and what we
have (0 offer for visitors and
convention groups.

Laura Godfrey, CVB. public
relations and film commission
coordinator, said the newsletter
is a valuable communication tool
for the bureau.

“We've had peaple tell us that
it is a strong way of communi-
cating what is going on with
tourism in our _communi
‘Scc HONORS, Page 9A

i Hamos
HONORED: Gonrie Taunton, exccuive direc-
tor of the Natchez Convention and Visitor
Bureau is congratulated by Vaughn Stinson,
director the Mississippi Division of Tourism.

Wt o]
AWARD WINNER: Carolyn Vance Smith
gEsNei T eiphsz Litaly Deebrgiion's

ard from Vaughn Stinson, director of the
e Divison of Tourem

1446

)r(kjt' 7/




Honors

Continued from Page 1A

Godfrey said. “I feel really good
aboutit”

‘The MTPA awards were judged
by tourism professionals from out-
of-state.

The Natchez Literary Celebra-
tion won MTPA's award for out-
sianding (oursm event for 1995.
Carolyn Vance Smith, co-chair o
Ihc \ncmry Lclcbrahun, said the
aw iestament to the collab-
omlvc effort o( Lhc community in
organizing the

e licsary eclebraton i spon-
sored by the Naiches campus of
Copiah-Lincoln Community Col-
lege, the Missssippi e ok

l99¢

‘/'“5"

of Archives and History and the
National Park Service. The 1995
celebration featured noted poet
Maya Angelou as a keynote speak-
er.

s is very rewarding for all
of us in Natchez who love educa-
tion, books and the sharing of
knowledge.” Smith sai

“Through the cooperation of all
the groups, we put it together,
which shows what tcamwork can
do. I accept this award for all of
Natchez.

Taunton was also @ nomince for
the state Division of Tourism's
Governor’s Award for Tourism
Achicvement for her cfforts in
developing tourism promotion
campaigns for Natchez. The award
is given o an individual associat-
ed with an attraction, chamber of

commerce, CVB, hotel, trans-
portation company_service, out-
door recreation facility or restau-

rant.

“I was thrilled to be included in
the select group of nominees —
being nominated for work I love to
do is an honor,” Taunton said

Godirey was a nominee for the
state Division of Tourism's Mis-
sissippi CommunityVolunteer
Award for her work as chairman of

Race, which benefits the Historic
Natchez Foundation.

“The community volunteer award
recognizes a person who has con-
tributed time and effort to a
tourism program or event without

ving a monetary award




7 The Seventh Annual Natchez Literary Celebration presents N
Southern Women: 300 Years of Influence

\ May 30 — June 1, 1996 Natchez, Mississippi

7 Welcome to the Seventh Annual Natchez Literary Celebration \
from Celebration Co-chairmen

Bamett

rd-winning conferace has becn

Mark your calendars: The 1 = iy Cleteaion il
Southern Familes in Fition, Biography, Poctry and Dran

199L
pase 4



‘The Seventh Annual
Natehez Literary Celebration

present

SOUTHERN WOMEN:
300 YEARS OF INFLUENCE
May 30-June 1, 1996 @ Natchez, Mississippi

THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natchez, Miss.
| i e S ok e

The 1996 Natchez Literary

Celebration won a prestigious award in the

‘summer of 1995:

‘The 1995 Atlanta Committee for the Olympic Games

TUESDAY, JULY 18, 1995

Cultural Olympiad Award in the Humanities

Literary celebration earns honor
of Olympic proportions

By JOAN-GANDY
Special to The Democrat
e Natchez Literary Celebration has
‘won a regional designation for excellence
in the humanities awarded by the Atlanta
Committee for the Olympic' Games.

‘The annual Celebration. now in s sixth
‘year, is one of 21 winners selected by the
ral Olympiad for excellence and

ion in  humanities ~ programs
the ~southeastern United

2

“We are overwhelmed by this truly
prestigious award,” said Carolyn Vance

world consciousness of the wealth of his-
tory, lterature and culture associated with
the South during the past two centuries,

timulate critical
casay, histry biogTaphy fcion, poct,
oral lterature, music, film, photography,

drama, architecture and food,” she said.
“The celebration brings together schol-

Sponsors of te event are CopihLin-
coln, the National Park Service and the

|94t
rese o

Smith, founder and_co-chairman of the
Celebration and an English instructor at

Natchez. “What an honor to be select
from all the onlslmdmg S soes
vhich ke plce i

Smith rec
N, Babcock.
Olympiad of the Atlanta Committee for

the Olympic Games, durin ceremonies i

Monday in At

Itis with a gmz! deal of oy that Mis
sissippi has this_intemational attenion
and in particular Naichez ...” Smith said
“The whole community has pulled togeth-

Mxmmpp. Deparument of Archives and
ry. No program of its kind existed in
the cel-

ersomething that is world class.
ducator, it is very gratifying
me that people will come together for the

ber, Troy Holliday, of Ripley, a member
of the Mississippi Humanities Council,
i the competon swas vy keen and
compliment to Natchez.”

m:lyvx:vcn events vied for the honor.

Holliday e litrary celebration
e 0 the top ofthe lis"

‘The Natchez Literary Celebration was
established 10 raise the local, state and

base for exploring southern cul-
ture,” Smith said. “The 1996 con-

ebration in 1990, S¢
Thcmos iave icpaid Fatlace ou
southern literaure, history and culture by
the Misisippi Rive,the Spanish period
in Natchez and the King Cotton era. The
me Celebration theme is “Southern
Years of Influence.

¥ place where Native American,
French, English, Spanish and Colonal
American rule progressed during a 300-
period, Natchez has provided an excellent

AWARD, Page 24

ing of one century and the begin-
ning of another with an emphasis
on the role of women in carrying
forward ideals and ideas into a
world which, withits technological
potential, requires  humanity’s
reflection more than ever.”

Smith said the Cultural
Olympiad award is a salute o the
entirecommunity of Natchez.
“From the beginning, the Natchez
Lty Cocbati e boca
embraced by e commusity, wih
‘more than 300 people volunteering
T Joa o et . th bl
ing”



“THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natchez, Miss. * 3A

Monday, May 20, 1996

presents

The 1996 Natchez Literary Celebration

“Southern Women: 300 Years of Influence’

A Natchez Tour of Four Historic Sites
2:30 - 5:30 p.m., Saturday, June 1
with refreshments and living history

of the onguul 1932 Pilgrimage homes.
Park

bell at

« AIRLE, Elm St.at Myrile Ave.,a lae 18th - century restoration project, one.
al Historic 1

dmark and

comerstone of the Natchez National Historical Park.

, 47 New S, a recenly restored mid- 9th<entury home
, 405 State St “Natchez Women,” an exhibit of

A » THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natchez, Miss.

N
historic photos.
For tickets at $15 (including transportation), call
2-3259

(601) 445-0353 or 1-800-86:
Deadline Wednesday May 29, 1996,

issippi Department of

Sponsors: Copiah - Lincoln Community College,
Archives and History and The National Park Service.

Wednesday, May 22, 1996

XYY =
(77¢
cege ||
<4y
Tth Annual
NATCHEZ L. ARY

SRA

CELEBRATION

May 29 - June 1. 1996,
-445-03'

aichez Pilgrimage Tours
anal Street Depot

Canal at State Street

Open daily il 5:00 pm




Wednesday, May 29, 1996

WOMEN IN TIME: Elizabeth Netterville, above, makes adjustments to the mannequins featured in th
1820 to 1865. The characters are Scarlett, from “Gone With the Wind,” and Vyry,
“AWorn Path.” Donna Hart, inset, points out a dress worn by

e plantation period,
a character from Eudora Welty's story,
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The Natchez Literary Celebration

Sponsored by

Copiah-Lincoln Community College,
Mississippi Department of Archives and History, and
The National Park Service
+ Natchez National Historical Park
ftehez Trace Parkway

ot
Natchez, MS 39121-0894

August 8, 1995

Dear Natchez Literary Celebration Participant

We want to share exciting news with you about the Natchez
Literary Celebration. Because of your continued participation and
support, this special annual event keeps growing and attracting
more national and international attention. This recent honor is
an excellent example.

on July 17, the Celebration received a 1995 Regional Designation
Award in the Humanities from the Cultural Olympiad in Atlanta,
Georgia. Natchez Literary Celebration was one of only 21 award-
winning projects in the 12-state region of Alabama, Arkansas,
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia.

These special awards are a project of the Atlanta Committee for
the Olympic Games Cultural Olympiad along with the Georgia
Humanities Council and the Southern States Humanities Councils.
The purpose of the program is to bring the arts and culture of
the southern United States into an international spotlight.

Now in its seventh year, the Natchez Literary Celebration
continues to raise local, state and world consciousness of the
wealth of history, literature and culture associated with the
South during the past several centuries. As you know, one of the
top goals of the Celebration is to encourage a more open, more
accepting attitude among the various segments of the audience:
those who are old and young, black and white, rich and poor,
highly educated and those educationally deprived.

Please mark your 1996 calendars for the next Natchez Literary
Celebration, May 30 to June 1. The theme of "Southern Women: 300
Years of Influence® promises to be fascinating and provocative.
Again, thank you for your contribution to this worthuhile
project. See you next yea

Carolyn Vance Smith

1996
/aaft 15

st Office Box 894

(601) 446-5874
FAX (601) 446-9967
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Gandy Collection

Hulda Stanton and family at Stanton Hall, 1890

n
Southern Women:
300 Years of Influence"

The Seventh Annual
Natchez Literary Celebration
May 30-June 1, 1996 ® Natchez, Mississippi
Natchez Literary Celebration is
winner of a Cultural Olympiad Award for
excellence in the humanities and was
chosen Festival of the Year by the
Mississippi Tourism Promotion
Association. Most events are free,
including lectures by outstanding scholars
and writers. Ticketed events, such as
luncheons and tours, are $5 to $20.
For more information, call
1-800-647-6724 or 601-446-6345
Natchez Convention & Visitors Bureau
For tickets, call
1-800-862-3259 or 601-445-0353

The South’s Warmest Welcome

This project i partially fu
Department of Econor

1976
g€ g
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Stellar lineup set for 1996 therary Celebration

-selling
author Nikki Giovanni will
‘many other distinguished writers,
educators and entertainers at the
seventh annual Natchez Literary
Celebration May 30-June 1

Following the theme,
“Southern Women: 300 Years of
Influence,” the 1996 Literary
Celebration will explore the impact
made by women, including
fictional women, on literature,
culture and the arts in the South.

“The conference will
emphasize the role of women in
carrying forward ideals and ideas
intoa world which, with its
wclmolaglcnl B
lection more than

an English instructor at
Lincoln Community College in
Natchez.

“In an age when television
and radio dominate most people’s
eyes, ears and minds,
imperative that some avenue tackle
the lofty goals of reading,
listening, thinking, contemplating
and exchanging ideas,” Smith said.

y Celebration events,
including most lectures, are free.
Tt ovnts 18w . o

ki Giovanni, with her
dynamic pmse and poetry, will be
a highlight at the Celebration,”
Smith said. “She s one of the most
widely read poets in America.”

An educator at Virginia
Tech University, Giovanni is
known for her outspokenness on
racism and on the importance of
education, Smith said.

peaking at the
Celebraton il be Missssippl
native Myrlie Evers-Williams,
chairman of the national NAACP
board.
Evers-Williams is author of
For Us, the Living, published in
1967 and re-released in 1996 by
University Press of Mississippi
with an introduction by fellow
Mississippian and award-winning
writer Willie Morris, who also will
appear at the Literary Celebration.
thers on the program
include:
William Styron, author of
Sophie's Choice and Pulitzer Prize
winning The Confessions of Nat
Turner, who will speak on
women's voices in his works.
 Dr. Joan E. Cashin of
Ohio State University, who will
speak on Varina Howell Davis, the
power behind Jefferson Davis.
© Dr. Emily Toth of
Louisiana State University, who
will speak on feminist author Kate
Chopin.
 Dr. Patricia Galloway of
the Mississippi Department of
Archives and History, whose topic
will be the Natchez Indians and
their matrilineal Kinship system.
Dr. Thomas H. Gandy of
Natchez, retired physician and
historian, whose program will
feature Natchez women who
established the Natchez Pilgrimage.
m
of Northeastem University, who
will present a program on
thors Margaret
Walker Alexander and Richard

i

‘Wright, a Natchez native.

@ Dr. Michael Kreyling of
Vanderbilt University, whose.
program will be on the works of
Mississi ppi author Eudora Welty.

® Dr. Darden Asbury
Pyron of Florida Intemational
University, whose topic will be
Margaret Mitchell and her famous
book, Gone with the Wind.

®Bruce Schwartz, a
Pasadena, Calif, producer, who
will introduce and show his film
version of Eudora Welty's "A
Womn Path.”

@ Dr. Robert Remini of
the University of linois, whose.
lecture will feature Rachel Jackson,
wife of Andrew Jackson, and
Lucretia Clay, wife of Henry Clay.

 Dr. Clyda Rent and Dr.
Bridget Pieschel of Mississippi
University for Women, whose.
program will be on MUW's
women feundus
r. Marjorie Spruill
Wheeler of the Univeriy of
Southern Mississippi, who will
speak on the role of women in
shaping the South.
Other events wil include:
® Works of Maya Angelou
and Margaret Walker Alexander
presented by Rosia W. Crisler and
the Daughters of Margaret
ensemble of Jackson.
A tour of Natchez houses
Aitlie, Riverview and Melrose with
living history and refreshments.
®An Old-South evening
with Maryln Schwartz, Dallas
author of The Southern Belle
Primer.

1916
}m% 149




THE 1996 NATCHEZ LITERARY CELEBRATION
May 30-June 1 Natchez, Mississippi
presents:

1995-96 Outstanding Students and Faculty Members
Humanities Division
Mississippi Colleges and Universities

Student Honorees: Jacquelyn Seay Sergi, Northwest Mississippi Community
College, Senatobia; Robin White, Copiah-Lincoln Community College,
Wesson; Christy Patt, Copiah-Lincoln Community College, Natchez;
Lemoiquel Posey, Alcom State University, Lorman; Lisa Grogan, Mississippi
Delta Community College, Moorhead; Scott Blount, Mississippi University for
‘Women, Columbus; Mardrea Williams, Mary Holmes College, West Point;
Jacqueline D. Moore, East Central Community College, Decatur; Mary
Catherine Nelson, University of Mississippi, Oxford; Kathleen Morgan,
University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg; and Vickie Malone,
Southwest Mississippi Community College, Summit.

Faculty Honorees: Marian Wright, Mary Holmes College, West Point;
Virginia Pace, East Central Community College, Decatur; Dr. Bridget S.
Pieschel, Mississippi University for Women, Columbus; Betty Killebrew, East
Mississippi Community College, Scooba; Marcia Hudson, Mississippi Delta
Community College, Moorhead; Edna E. Crews, Copiah-Lincoln Community
College, Wesson; Judy Daniels Wiggins, Copiah-Lincoln Community College,
Natchez; Margaret Wilburn, Itawamba Community College, Fulton; Dr. Colby
Kullman, University of Mississippi, Oxford; Mary Holley, Mississippi Gulf
Coast Community College, Gulfport; Nancy Holmes, Southeast Mississippi
Community College, Summit; Dr. Joyce J. Bolden, Alcorn State University,
Lorman; and Dr. Thomas Richardson, University of Southern Mississippi,
Hattiesburg.

A\ /-
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The Mississippi Hunanities Counci

DUBLIC HUMANITIES
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

700 PM.

The Ranaca lza liotel
Jackson, Mississippi
January 16, 1996

jge 2




‘The Seventh Annual Natchez Literary Celebration

presents
SOUTHERN WOMEN:
300 YEARS OF INFLUENCE
May 30-June 1,199 Natchez, Mississippi

Vit Popatarat o At El, o N Pk Svics

AIL events will ake place in the Natchez Municipal Auditorium unless otherwise noted.

'WEDNESDAY, MAY 29, 1996

6:00-9:00 p.m. Pro-conference feception at the.
massion Elms &u‘..lnxxnamefln&v
ook, Classic Natc}

5:00-8:00 pm. “I¢s About Time: A Guided Tour

with Picoic, Music, Stocytelling, and Livi

History" at Grand Village of the Natchez Indians,
‘and Natchez

mammmmmn,mm

‘THURSDAY, MAY 30, 199
9:00 am. Welcome, Dr. Billy B. Thames,
‘Presiden, Copiah-Lincoln Community College,
Nmndwmldmynndwdm

Trace
Parkvway (20, Ticket B, iacludes transportation)
830 with Readings from His

Reaini,
Chicago (free)
Lunch on Your

‘Pasadena, California (free)

[97€
preoe R

Your
1:00-5:00 pam. Showing of the Movie, Gone with
the Wind, The Natchez Eola Hotel, (35, Ticket D,

"Home and Other Books, Jackson, Mississippi ($10,
Ticket G)



The Seventh Annual Natchez Literary Celebration

presents
SOUTHERN WOMEN:
300 YEARS OF INFLUENCE
May 30-June 1, 1996 ® Natchez, Mississippi

‘Sponsored by Copiah-Lincoln Community College,
Mississippi Department of Archives and History, and National Park Service

PROGRAM
Al events will take place in the Natchez Municipal Auditorium unless otherwise noted.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 29, 199
6:00-9:00 p.m. Pre-confecence reception at the
mansion Elms Court, honoring authors of a new
book, Classic Natchez, with photographs and
histories of Natchez mansions (510, Ticket A)

THURSDAY, MAY 30, 1996

9:00 am. Welcome, Dr. Billy B. Thames,

President, Copiah-Lincoln Community College,
e

11:00 8.m. Lecture, “Rachel
Cla Heroic Southern Women,” Dr. Robert V.
‘Remini, Professor of History, University of Ilinois,
Chicago (free)

Lunch on Your Ovn

2:00 p.m. Panel, “Loyal Daughters: The
Remarkable Women of America's First Public
College for Women,” Dr. Clyda Stokes Reat,
President, and Dr. Bridget Pieschel, Associate
Professor of English, Mississippi Univessity for
‘Women, Columbus (free)

3:00 pun. Lecture, “A Paihway of Love: The
Natchez Trace in the Works of Eudora Welty,” Dr.
Michael Kreyling, Vanderbilt University, Nashville,
Teanessee (frec)

3:45 pn. Remarks, Showing of “A Womn Path,”
the Public Broadcasting Systea’s Film of Eudora
Welty's Short Story Set on the Natchez Tracs, by
the Producer/Writer/Director Mr. Bruce Schwartz,
Pasadena, Califoria (free)

144
(
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5:00-8:00 p.m. “Ifs About Time: A Guided Tour

Parkway (520, Ticket B, includes transportation)
8:30 pm. Comments with Readiogs from His
Works, “A Few Women: One Writes View,”
Pulitzer Prize-winning Novelist William Styron,
Roxbury, Connecticut (510, Ticket €)

FRIDAY, MAY 31, 199

Professor of English, Ohio State University,

Columbus (fre¢)

9:45 am. “Margaret Walker and Richard Wright's

stmppl. Dr. Maryemma Graham, Professor of
h, Northeastern University, Boston (frec)

m—as a.m. Lecture, “Margaret Mitchell and Gone

with the Wind," Dr. Darden Asbury Pyron,

Professor of English, Florida Interational

University, Miami (rec)

Lunch on Your Owa

1:00-5:00 pm. Showing of the Movie, Gone with

the Wind, The Natchez Eola Hotel, (35, Ticket D,

includes refreshments)

5:45 pm. Presentation, “The Women of the Old

South: Alive and Well in 1996, Ms. Maryln

Schwartz, Author of The Southern Belle Primer and

New Tumes in the Old Sout, D:.lhs(slﬂ,‘ndut!',)

Southern T

Advancement of Colored People, Bend, O

and Mr. Willie Morris, Author of North Toward
Home and Other Books, Jackson, Mississippi (S10,
Ticket G)
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Natchez on the River

Continued from Page 11

feature crafts, antiques, vendors
of all sorts. For more informa-
tion, call Frances Montgomery
at 4458201,

B The Jordan Professional Golf
Toumnament will take place at
Belwood Country Club for all
the sports enthusiasts.

B Andrew Jackson Day will be
held at Historic Jefferson Col-

lege
B The Natchez Bicycle Classic

will be held, featuring an Under- Im

terium, Call 446-6345.
B MAY is the month-long cele-
bration of opera with the
e i
any events e

O ncaon il and opera
well-known classic and comedic
operas will be performed. Call
442.SING.
B May also kicks off another
Natchez Literary Celebration.
Most evets are free and open o

the-Hill time trial, road race, intry. For informa-
Tt Somugt Ao i, 345.0353.
rlu Summe ICo con v
36 o " ""if“”“tr H Hinclade rosd:
Natches Litorary Celebration ‘ ings by the author works about

Natchez, Miss.

Celebrated acholars and writers will
com toethe May 30 - June 1 in Natchex

women,specfcally su...h.m Vomen
h d writers who

son, wife of President Andrew Jackson, and
Lucreia Clay, wfe of Henry Clay; Natchez
Tndian women; 19th century feminist writer

Ko Chopin women who ounded the fnt |

S e l

er b
will be prssent include poet Nikki Giovanni
of Vg TechUniersity nd Mg

for women; and Varina Howell Davis, wife of

Cun“J&'n\n Pl Do

tonal characters have had. u..mg Skl
the ats in the South.

Pt =l L.mﬂm, ,.,A.,. Nuu e wu

‘ wel-kno

PultzerPrce winning author Willam Stgon wil
s halk A Fe

orroya prvs Sahm!:y y Ay

Many of the lecturers at the seventh
‘annual Natches Literary Celebration, under
the guise “Southern Women: Three Hundred
Yeusof Influcnce” e award-wimers, -

hor of

Women: One Whiers Vi
directors. Evers-William will present, To-
ward the 21t Century With the Betterment
of Human Relations.”
Ot topic il focus om Margast
k Y

1967 Pulitze-Prze winwin The Confssions
of Nat Turner and the best-seller Sophics

Choice, winner of a 1979 American Book

Vn.l, ipp mlnm Prize winning
witer Eudora Welty and the film version of
hee short story, A Worn Path'; Rachel Jack-

tures,
many % -m. are rm‘ the wnsmm will
offer tours, exhibits and other entertainment
during n., three-day program.
ickoted events cost between $6 and

$20 s ranging from recep-
tions, ilm showings lectr
of historc stesand an old fachionedtea dance,
among others. Tickets ace availabl at Natchez.
Box Office. For eredit card orders, call 1-
800-862-3259 or (601) 445-0353. To
order by mail, send check or money order to
Natchez Box Office, P.O. Box 1264,
Natchez, MS 39121

For those keen to experience all that
the Literary Celebration has to offe,a pack-
age is available which inchudes four nights
Todsing in » downtown hotel, eléven meals,
tickets to all Natche Literary Celebration
events, (otalling $120 in value) and all i
town transportation. The cost is $275.
person, Contact (601) 446-1206 for detale

res,apinic and toue

May 18 & 19
FestForAll
Baton Rouge, La.

FestForAll s an extravaganza cel-
cbrating forthe twenty-third consecutive year
in Baton Rouge. This major festival last year
welcomed more than forty thousand people to

194k
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High Spring, 1996

Adventures Close to Home

FEvents and Attractions From Natcl]e? to New Orleans Since 1083

Natchez Literary Ce ch Bretion

Poet and best-selling author Nikki

Giovanni will join many other distin-

R e
iterary Celebration program

ey

See page 20 for full details. ¢
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| May 30 - Junc |

‘ THE NATCHEZ
| LimErARY CELEBRATION

ot o Lembsies oo Kt Cli o e o b ||
of alecture by Dr. Emily Toth, professor of English at Louisiana State | ‘ Southern Women: |
| Three Hundred Years of Influence

University in Baton Rouge

peskers o the 1096 program inchd:

oo St Usnity shovil sk on oo Honell

ridnt ofthe NAACP s ssthr of Fr Us, the e n
e Lt Ll oo G
it e an oo piubero2 ftemereal | Follwing e e, S ok Wones fdred Yearsof Il
il el sl mho oif st Sl ence,” the 1996 Literary Calration w,uupwm-»:m,,,.dm..vg»,.,.‘m,,,
sl LI ‘,..,w,.aw fstonal somen, g catur, sl o the s the Sty
hn oo o thei i binig | | T 3
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NATCHEZ LITERARY CELEBRATION COLINNSIGHTS — MONDAYMAY6,1606
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* Giovanni Wilams Styron CeEma v
Excrtement mounts as award-wmnmg Celebratron nears
=

s sutho o e Sputhern Bels
i ki
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CO-LIN N-SIGHTS _ MONDAY, MAY 6, 1996 3

1996 Wright Awards 944

go to Douglas, Morris e .
T TR

Douglas and Willie Morris have :

been named winners of the third
annual Richard Wright Literary
Excellence Award, a prestigious
prize named after the late
Natchez native whose books
Native Son and Black Boy were
phenomenal successes when
published in the 1940

Douglas, winner for fiction,
for nonfiction, will

Celebration, May 30 - June 1, at
Natchez City Auditorium.
"These two outstanding

University of Mississippi history
professor David Sansing, chair-

the committee selecting
the Wright award winners.

"With the wealth of nomina-
tions received this year, the com-
‘mittee agreed to create two cate-
gories so that both of these popu-
lar writers could be honored,”

ing said. “That decision will
set our pattern for the future,
vith prizes going to ficton and
nonfiction winne

Both 'nm wll.l be on hand
to accept the awards on the final
evening of the Celebration.



Wednesday. May 8, 1996

1-800-862-3
Canl Sirces Depot
Canal at Sute Street
Open daily il 5:00 pm

—

The Seventh Ann

i

SOUTHERN WOMEN:
300 YEARS OF INFLUENCE
May 30-June 1, 1996 ® Natchez,
TH ANNUAL NATCHEZ LITERARY CELEBRATION REGISTRATION FORM
Please note that most of he lectures are absolutely FREE. Ticketed evenis are S5 1o $20 per person. Please sen
completed registration form with your check for the icketed evens you wish (0 attend. Questions? Call 1-
60144663 i

800-647-6724 or
345. Make your check payable 10: NATCHEZ BOX OFFICE and mail to P.0. Box 1264, Natchez, MS 39121-1264.
To order by credit card, call 1-800-862-3259 or 601-445-035:

ssippi

Name (As you wish it (0 appear on nametag) Street Address

City

State 7

Home Phone Wark Phone
EVENT

A P Confemics Recepton Wg&kday, May 29, 69 pam.
B Picaic and T Thursday, May 30, 58 pm. $2000
& Willam Siyron 30,830 $1000
D. Gone with the Wind Fi

TIME/DA NO. TICKETS  PRICE/TICKETS
$1000

$5.00
E. Maryln Schwartz F"ﬂl)‘, May 31, 5:45 p.m. $10.00
F. Tea Friday, May 31, 6:45 pm. 52000
G. Mytlie Evers-Williams. Friday, May 31, 8:30 p.m. $1000
nd Wil Mo
listoric House Tour Saturday, June I :30-5:30 p.m. $15.00
1. "Evening. the Stars” Saturday, pm. $10.00
J. Closing Reception Saturday, J\m I 9 pam. $10.00
TOTAL PAYMENT ENCLOSED
P
99¢
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SUNDAY, MAY 12, 1996

Literature provides wide range
of authors, books for any taste

By JOAN GANDY
Special to The Democrat

rom satire to serious reflection, four
Fspecial performances during the

1996 Natchez Literary Celebration,
May 30-June 1, promise to lead audiences
through entertaining, inspiring and educa-
tional experiences.

Authors and subjects range from the
outrageously irreverent Maryln Schwartz,
author of “The Southern Beile Primer,”
or “Why Princess Margaret Will Never
Be A Kappa Kappa Gamma,” to the

isionary Myrlie Evers-Williams, widow
of civil rights leader Medgar Evers and
author of “For Us, the Living.”

“These programs at the seventh annual
Celebration are extraordinary opportuni-
ties for Natchez-area people of all ages,”
said Carolyn Vance Smith, founder and
co-chairman of the three-day event

“With celebrities such as Schwartz,
Evers-Williams, Willie Morris, Nikki
Giovanni and William Styron featured in
our evening activities, we believe this
will be the most exciting literary confer-

l94¢
L/M? (i

ence we've had in Natchez,” Smith said

Most lectures at the Celebration are
free, including those from 9 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. on May 30; 9 a.m. to noon on May
315 and 9 am. t0 2:30 p.m. on June 1, all
at the Natchez City Auditorium

Ticketed events are from $5 (o $20 per
person.

“The four evening celebrity perfor-
mances, also all at City Auditorium, are
as follows:

* Author Styron, whose 1967 book
“The Confessions of Nat Turner” won a
Pulitzer Prize, will present “A Few
Women: One Writer’s View" at 8:30 p.m.
on May 30.

Styron will read from his works, par-
ticularly passages relating to Southern
women.

Tickets are $10 per person.

Styron’s first novel, “Lie Down in
Darkness,” centers on a Southern family
threatened by their troubled relationships
with each other.

Acclaimed by one critic for its “brood-
ing, thapsodic, sometimes searing por-



Literary‘Celebration highlights

diversity am

trait of that family,” the book introduces
amother, a crippled daughter and another
daughter who finally destroys herself
because of her father's love and her
mother's rejection

« Dallas author and columist Schwartz
wil present “The Women of the Old
South: Alive and Well in 1996 at 5:45
pm. on May 31. Tickets are $10 per per-
son.

‘Schwartz casts a sharp eye on old-time
Southern traditions and turns what she
sees into good-humored fun.

““This is a whole new world, where
Bubba’s wearing Armani, Sister's in the
statchouse and Grandmothers twming
said in

over in her grave,” Schwartz

describing the New South
Miss America contestants from the

South offer a good example of the South-

ong authors

”These programs at
the seventh annual
Celebration are
extraordinary
opportunities for people
of all ages.”

— Carolyn Vance Smith

em woman turned moder, she said.

“Southern women no longer feel win-
ning the swimsuit compeition is the
height of the pageant experience.”

« Evers-Williams and Mississippi
writer Willie Morris will appear in a two-
part program at §:30 p.m. on May 31.
Tickets are 10,

Morris, who wrote the introduction to
the 1996 edition of “For Us, the Living."
will speak of the experience with that
book, both when it first was released in
1967 by Doubleday and again when he
approached the book “with trepidation”
during the re-trial of Byron de la Beck-
with for the assassination of Medgar

Evers.
Corcerned that a work almost 30 years
before might have been diminished by
See AUTHORS, Page 3C
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Natchez Literary Celebration Schedule of events

May 29
6109 p.m. — Pre-conferenc
R
authors of a new book, “Classic
Natchez.” S10.

May 30

9 a.m. — Welcome given by Billy
B. Thames, president of the Copi-

ippi
Awhxvﬁ and History. Free.

rjorie Spruill Wheeler

isouss T Role of Women

‘Shaping the South: An Overview.”
Free.

10 am. — Paticia Galloway dis-
cusses “Matilineal Kinship and
the Preservation of the Natchez
e

— Robert V. Remini dis-
s e fckoon am
Lrsia Clayi Two Hervic Sout

2pm.— Clydl Stokes Rent and
Bridget Pieschel discuss “Loyal
Daughters: The Remarkable
ot el i i Pl
Cnlleg: for W
" Michael Keyling dis

1496
a7

cusses “A Pathway of Love: The  Richard Wright's Missisippi
Natchez Trace in the Works of  Free.

Eudora Wely.” Free. 10:45 a.m, — Darden Asbury
3:45 pm. — A showing Eudora  Pyron discusses “Margaret
Welty's short story, “A Worn Mool 6 18
Path,” set on the Natchez Trace

with discussing afterward by pro- s s ~_ Showing of the
ducer/witer/director Bruce movie -Gone Withthe Wind:at
S the Natchez Eola

St pm s Hol 55 nludes
NooumeAGudes AP reesmens

T ke, o e
Iwmg history at the Natchez

Grand Village of the Literary

“The Women of the
and

tury: A Look at Kate Chopin and
Her Work” Free.

10:15 a.m. — A performance of
“Profiles of Strength and Courage:
in Southern Women: A Tribute to
Alce Wlker,Margaret Walker

%3010 530 e o taee

e
6:45 pm. — Old-fashioned tea

dancs S s ool

libations, music, entertainment
ad docing 2,

e e
and iving history $15, ncludes
ot
7:30p. n Evening with
ihe St Prsenation of the
e ke

muw and Courage.” 830p. .
May 31 Toward th 215t Century with e

9 am. — Joun E Cashin discusses ~ Betterment of Human Relations,”

“The Power Behind Jefferson by Myrlie Evers-Williams and

Davis: Varina Howell Davis of ~ Willie Morris. SI

Natchez.” Free June 1

9:45 .m. — Maryemma Graham 9 a.m. — Emily Toth discusses

discusses “M:

argaret Walker and  “Feminism in the Late 19th Cen-

on ofOnmandmg o

Division students and faculty

‘members in Mississippi colleges

od v ad  preerion
Jed “Divety s A AR s

Ty Nibks Giovaais

eniit
Diversi
sio.
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The women of

Melrose

The McMurren women kept
families, households together
during a changing time

By KELLY ELDRIDGE layer after layer of material, some ed with Keeping the house in the
‘The Natchez Democs up 0 100 feet, preserved condition it s in today.
Ihe legacy oﬂM wu"wn of “Then there were all the contrap- “Turnage and other actors will
Melrose lives on in the writ- tions they had (o use (0 get into the  show visitors through the house,
ings of the McMurren dresses. s no wonder they had all  pointing out delicate fumishings
women who lived there in the years  the fainting couches around the and draperies that were preserved
leading up (o the Civil War and ouse.” thanks {0 house servant, Jane.
afterward Tumage said the documents give  “The loyalty she had to the family
“The women left behind a wealth  historians a picture of what ife was ~and 1o the house was amazing.”
of correspondence and lterature for like for these women. Tumage said.
historians to document what life “In the leters we have from the  “She stayed on after the Civil War
was like at Melrose and surround-  women of the house, we can read for 40 years, caring for the grounds
ing plantations. their concerns of the time — what  and house, making sure everything
ing the 1996 Natchez Literary  they thought about families and life  was polished, dusted and cleaned.
Celebration, Melrose wil presenta  in general,” she said. “She is a big factor in keeping
living history tour rose the most
with actors portray- authentic house of

ing the residents of

the house and dis- ‘Though she died in

cussing their con- the 19405, Jane’s
care of the home
Janice Tumage, lives on.

park ranger for the
Natchez National
Historical Park, has
been documenting
the women of Mel-
ose for the tour and

‘An ongoing search
‘continues today for

rose.
“We have:a lot of
the major pieces like
fumishings and
things like that,” Tur-

ge sai
1 the litle
things we're lacking
— personal tems.
like linens for the
LEGACY: Apoman of Mary McMurren, painting when she was {able, photographs
15, hangs in the bedroom shared by her and her husband, gng personal items
photographs of the  John. A sewing box, top right, stl sits on a table in the bed- y were taken from
family and descrip- 100M. McMurten's sister wrote that she was sewing, possibly the house when the

ions of the dresses @t this table, when the Essex bombed Natchez. il ndvedsl

from documents to Tumage said the

get an idea how we should dress, “We can sce what their daily lives  strength of the women and th

she said were ke, what et dutis were - bonds ha hey haredkept familes
“It's not terribly comfortable, and how they spent ther time with  and homes together during traged.

especially in the summer months. e children."a hese Women were the stengih

Some of the dresses they wore had  The women of Melrose are credi See MELROSE, Page 3C

71t
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BACK IN TIME:
Janice Turnage,
park ranger at the
Natchez National
Historical Park-
Melrose, and
Sarah Wisner,
above, participated
in the living history
tour at Melrose
during Christmas
last year. Another
living history pre-
sentation will be
held June 1 as
part of the Natchez
Literary Celebra-
tion. The dining
room in Melrose,
right, is set with
the finest china.
The McMurrens
always ate dinner
in this room and
always together. It
was a family time
of gathering,
Turnage said.

Photos by
Barbara
Gerard
Kaiser
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Plenty of notables to attend NLC

veryone knows year the
Naichez Literary it i
c s and scholars. Thi
o different
o Mo i &

City
Audiorium, lhcwvcnlhmmmlcelehmlm will
shold oames s Wil Sty

1on, winher of ' Paltze Prize and Myre
e Sh o Fot o
I NAACP
We are very honored 1o host such celebrites.
Helping s welcome thm are oumerous oler
digai sl Honor us with e pres
* ence. my includ
3 Norman (of Jackson, execatve
mmclur ol Lo
il v hon 30 with “Cora Nor:
Jran Day e o
wpcoming oo T ek e ot
ey ekt s i i

L of ackson sate U
versity, president of the MHC will
rod

Bt Brou, o il el
9:05 a.m. May 30.
5 B, Thames, presiden of Copia-
Lincoln Commnmly Colcpe, who at 915 am.
William Wi

partment of Archives and History.

Mr. Winter willserve once again as master of
cremonicsand will moduce he

atricia Gallows m. May 30, William
m. . Maryln Schwartz at
May 31, Willie Morris and Myriie
Evers- WilBint o 630 . May 31 nd N
Giovanni at 7:30 p.

“or Aub of the Universi
o ol Sl Ui gl sy, i
will introduce the speaker Dr. Marjorie Spruill

l949¢

WS

Toy of the
Morning

TRAVES THORNTON
Natches campus dean

Wheeler 3t 9:15 am. May 30.

John profssor of sy st
 Wwho will Inromce. e speak
oert V. Remin of the Unversty i
Ham,

T Oty Ray of Lhadnplog
ofthe Stae Boardfor Mis unity
nd Junir Colleges, who 3 . My 30
inoduce th spskers D, Clyda . Rent,pres
dent of Missippi. Universy for Women,
Columbus, and Dr. Bridget ooy
rofssor of Englishu M

O B g
Nk i ok s
A

55

fro-American Cultur, who a3 pm. May 30
the spostors D Michael
Kieying o Vandersi and e

Schwartz of North Hullywood c
i,

University.
« Dr. Alferdteen Harrison, director of the Mar-
garet. Walker Alexander Research C
Jackson St Univrsity, who 945 . May
1wl mtoduc e speer D, Moyerma
s Caiversiy, Boston.

« Dr. Clinton Bristow, president of Al
S Usivetsicy whe 4 10,45 . M=y31 il
introduce the speaker Dr. Darden Asbury Pyron

36

e
s W, Stribli H!mn\)m\u\ pvl»

.acm "of o Lin's Bourd of Tusees, W
i1 ]l ot apaben
Toh o Lovisians Stae Univeray

iy

m. Jun
i n...ynmumwn b
from Jacksor

. Pmudcnl of the Adams County Board of
Supervisors Thomas Campbell, who

gt 1 wil s A e
G Thomas

e Thomas H_ Layael of ckson, Com.

missioner, M|s$ sipi nstuions of Higher

Learnin :30 pam. June 1 will intro-

duce, Misissippl’s Mo, Outstnding College

Humanties Division Studens and Faculty
mbers.

e riers Ve Mot and Josehine

se pen s Ellen Douglas),

i b preseated with the

1996 Rihard Weght Lty Excellence
Awards at 7:35

< T witr il e

cander, who won the Richard Wright Award

1 1995 and il b iroduced 735 . June

1

Itis my privilege to invite you (0 attend the
Lty Celtro. Al e of e spnices,

Co-Lin, Mississippi Department of
s s kg cha s Naseod] B
Service, are excited about it

The daytim lctures re aboluely fee, and

the tisketed evets ar Jow t. Call Natchez
Pl e

your [lvum: celebrity. See you at the City

Auditori

Travis Thornto s dean of the Nathes Cam-

pus of Copiah-Lincoln Community College.



ARTS & LEISURE =

1E CLARION-LEDGER M JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

COMINGUP

BGet back 10 books ot the Natchez Litrary
Colobration hay 30-June 1in Natchoz. Partc
sy ke lams, Viion Sy

i FobertRems

o o oo cal 608625250,

ot cuten i coeatd at tho Qunds
Coltic Fostvl Juna 16-16 n Loasburs, Ve
{or o 10 anci oot o SOl
s, Walsh choire, worksnops an Caiic 1ar
a crafts by broom mak
ore,

o weavors,backani s
Fordotais, oal (10307773174
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PUZZLES -2
BOOKS -3

REUNIONS - 6.
‘SUNDAY, MAY 19, 1996,



Opening doors

1o Natohez history

Literary Gelebration features tour of homes

By JOAN GANDY i Millr, histori preserva- The inteior of the house fea-
Special to The p,....,ml tion director of the: tures what may be the earliest
vo bl yrs of Natchez Foundation, said the  mantelpicces in
l Nches history. Toreandtour will be  “chance of - style in Adams County, Miller
architecture will come  time- L

One of the houses featured, iric also has the only H-L
., when the Natchez Literary  Airli, is an I8ih-centry house hinges in Adams County and
Celebration offers a special tour _ shown during the first Natchez  brick-nogged consiruction whnch

of four sites. Spring Pilgrimage, but noton  is unusual for Adams County —
Three houses — Airlie, Mel-  tour since 1964 Sl "

rose and

Rivervi e has the.

e
along with Strat- typical form of
ton Chapel, home
of the exhibition
“Natchez in His-

toric Pho-
tographs,” will

make up the tour,
said Carolyn
Vance Smith,
Celebration
founder and co- westof Airlie is
chairman. Riverview, home
“Atour of
these very differ-
ent houses and
buildings pro-
vides a unique '
opportunity for ‘What we love
Natchez resi- best abou this
house is driving
f| through the front
gates,” Karen
Stubbs said.
“Its like com-
ing into another
world, a wonder-
ful place with its
huge oak trees
and peaceful
ambience.”
K i sogicn
R T

il OPEN DOORS: Siratton Chapee, whEh bmh in the 19th
at Natchez Box _ Historic Photographs, 1op, and Airie, an T o.‘ﬁ”.y o, cenin, some

Office, 445-0353. _ will both be featured on the tour, June 1. parts of the
This includes house underwent
ransportation with guides Under restoration by James M. extensive renovation in the 20th

Deaine forpurchasing tckets  Love, A isone ofthe oldest cenury
is May 27. Natchez residences illstanding. I between the calicst por-

9661 ‘61 AVIN ‘AVANNS
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tions of the house
and the latest addi-
tions are such clas-
sic updates as the
1880-90 addition of
paneled di g
oom, reminiscent
e Newportesic
[ences being built
n.

“The Brown fam-
ly lived in
Riverview then, and
were very success-
Jful at cotton farm-

“S0 they were for
years able (0 furnish
and live in

tchez Dermocr
HOME SWEET HOME: Kenneth and Karen Stubbs enjoy the day in the fron Vard of heir home,
Riverview, which will be shown on a special tour during the Natchez Literary Celebration.

ez Domocratarbara Gorad Kaiser
LIVING HISTORY: Visitors to Melrose during ihe tour il not only get a look

Riverview belies the - at the house and grounds, but a living history prograr Will be performed.

spacious interior of
the house, she said.

“The facade is not one of the
grand Greek revival style every-
‘one thinks of when they think of
Natchez houses, but the house
extends to the back and is really
quite large.”

AtMelrose, a part of the
Natchez National Historical
Park, tour-goers not only will get
4 tour of the house and grounds,
butalso will be treated 10 a lv-

ing history program based on
lives of some of the women who
lived at the house.

Janice Tumage, a park ranger
who has helped to develop the

iving history program, said the

Melrose women bound the fami-
lies together.

Melrose is one of America’s
most significant structures.

Miller, in the book “The Great
Houses of Natchez,” writien
with her husband, Ron, describes
Melrose as “one of the best pre-
served and most
toric sites in the entire
unusually comples and well
detailed.”

AtStration Chapel the tour
will include not only a large
chapel, a Romanesque Revival
addition to the Federal Style
church, but also the exhibition of
‘more than 450 photographs cov-

ering 100 years of Natchez his-
tory.

“The exhibition is a wonderful
use of a historic addition to the
church,” Miller s

“That 1901 building has been
under-utilized for many years.”

‘The photographs, provided
from the collection of Dr.
‘Thomas H. Gandy, give a great
introduction to Natchez, Miller
said.

‘The exhibit provides funds to
continue preservation of the
chapel

All proceeds from the photo-
‘graphic exhibit go o First Pres-
byterian Church,
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Literary program
outstanding again

Ihe influence of women on southern life and culture
is great. From authors and artists to social and civil
rights leaders, women have shaped Natchez, the

state and the entire South.

Many have not sought nor have received recognition.
This week, though, the Natchez Literary Celebration

will change that oversight.

The celebration will explore women's role in and contri-

bution to Southern life.
‘We thank the co-sponsors: Copiah-]

in the South.

the

incil.

they might not realize

City Auditorium.

tural enrichment to a new level.

College, the Mississippi Department o Arives s FiE
tory and the Natchez National Historical Park.

“They have assembled a star cast of speakers from the
national, regional and local stages. We will be honor
with insights from such individuals as Myrlie Evers-
Williams, chairman of the board of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People; William

Now inits seventh year, the celebration every year has
grown in stature and importance as a major literary event

For instance, the celebration has been zed as
O the South' inest events by the Atlanta Comeates fo.
Games, as well as caming a grant from the
Cou

Because local residents live so cloye to the celebration,
mpor

importancy
Neepconiape s who e ool aieied s o
ebration before (o put it on their calendars this year. The
programs begin Thursday and conclude Saturday.
Many of the lectures are free and all are at the Natchez

“That the program has thrived in Natchez is a tribute to
the organizers, the community and the people.

coln Community

“There is something about this program which takes cul- —

1946
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Exhibit features 300 years of Southern women

By KELLY ELDRIDGE

‘The Natchez Democrat

tory will come t0 life — at
least visually —at the City
Auditorium as the Naichez

Literary Celebration kicks offits

seventh season.

Keeping with the theme, “South-
e Women: 300 Years of Influ-
ence,” a group of women have
compiled
‘women of eight eras

Eight manncquins will be on
play at the auditorium dressed
period clothing from the Natchez
Indians to the Civil Rights era.

‘The mannequins were donated by
Jack Benoist and Jo Hinton.

“This is an exhibit that's going to
add alot

Smith, founder and co-chairman of
the Celebration.

very period that will be dis-
cussed during the conference will be
illustrated with these mannequins.
Research was done (o make sure
their costumes were authentic, rom
their hair down (o their she

al aid depicting the <

a featured speaker.

e journey through time begins
with the Natchez Indian noble-
‘woman, dressed in autheniic cos-
tume of her period, prior o 1720,

Simonton, a historian at 1 e
Village of the Natchez Indi
researchd the dres and syl of
the nobleman and medicine woman.
“It was very interesting o

onton

“The chief was descended from
the female line, not the male. She
was a revered figure in the tribal

makeup.

She wore feathers in her hair rep-
resenting many different things,
none of which was documented.

She also

t00s.
“They used a shell to carve the
tattoo and then rubbed black coal on

Next on the timeline s the frontier
woman,

“This woman is dressed in proba-
bly one of her best dresses, though

mental in designing the exhibit
Also featured with the man-

nequins will be information deserib-

ing the era, tying the women in with

designer pattern. For everyday wear
during this period, the womer
would've stuck with something
white and very simple for their

__ See FACES, Page 3C
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SUN CLASS: A model of
the Natchez Indian roble-
‘woman will be featured in
the exhibit. Jean Simon-
ton, right, points out the
face marking adomed by
the woman. On her hand,
the noblewoman holds a
medicine pounch contain-
ing roots and old teeth
and bones for healing,
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A TOUCH OF NATCHEZ: Netterville shows of the boucle style dress wom by

the mannequin representing the late Katherine Grafton Miller, one of the

founders of the Natchez Pilgrimage. The clothing was authentic to the late
Boltzhoover, a fellow founder of the pilgrimage.

PLANTATION WOMEN
1820-1865
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Grant's March to Vicksburg
I this excitng excursion, you'l visit
several battlesites and attend historic:
presentations a you retrace

Grants path. This ~

“tour of duty” ends

at the Vicksburg

National Miltary

Park, a site which

has been called the

narionts bestpresered Givil

War bartefeld.

Other highlghts include a visit o Port
Gibson, the town General Grant deemed
“t00 beautil o burn,” and the haunting
Rains of Windsor, where only 23 gant
Corinthian columns remain from what
was once Mississippi's most splendid
plantarion home. You'l also visi Natchez

“Today,over 500 pre-var structues can
¢ found throughout he iy, You'l tour
several o them, including a number of
paltial mansions, -

Yol also se Palacs of S, Petersburg:
Russian Iperial Style,an exhibiton in
Jackson which recreaes rooms from four
Russian imperialpalaces. Over 600
treasures of th tsars vill be displaed.

Also on the iinerary s *Southern
Exposure”-a ighthearted satire of
Natcher’s antebellum home pigrimage,
an exhibiton of istric photographs,
lectures,pls traditonal and gourmet
southern meals.

Dates: Marh 17-22

Communities Visited: Natchez, Brookhaven,
Madion

Hos: CoLin Commariy ColkgeNatcher Campis

Lodging: Bs Westen Rive Park Natchez
+ fora criage e throvgh own andan femier e
antebellum home sour prina e
1 0 say & R
can witness *The Sege, Battle and Fal of :
Vicksburg,” a spectacular re-enactment. A Natchez Literary Journey
Dates My 1924 “Thistour showeases the Natcher Lierary

Re-enacment: May 25th and 26th

“Gommunities Visied: Clintor del\, Natchez
Host: Hinds Community Col
Lodging: Holiday Hampton, vmm
Double Occupancy: $500 per person
Single Occupancy: $600 per pet

RV: $400 per person including hookup

Architecture and Arts

in the Deep Soutl

Few places in America can match the old-
fashioned charm and splendor of Natcher,
Missisippi. Because Union troops quietly
occupied the town during the Civil
Was i xaped dsction s _
now perhaps the Souths
greatest representation of
antebellum style.

{v"(k

Celbration, an event which recently was
awarded for excellence in the humiarities
from the Commitce for the Qlympic
Games. This year’s theme is “Southern
Women: 300 Years of nfluence.”

Speakers will nclude Myl Evers-
‘Williams, president of the NAACP and
author of For Us, the Living; Dr. Darden
Asbury Pyron, an authority of Margaret
Mitchells Gone with the Winds Wille
Morris, author of North Toward Home;
Q and Maryln Schwartz, author of A
Southern Belle Primer and New Tines
o inthe Old South: Or Why
Scarlett’ in Therapy and
Tara’ Going Condo.
Other activties include

|% SNOISamxg SNAAN\ AATAQDSI(] *
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Literary Celebration
begins with lectures

By KELLY ELDRIDGE
‘The Natchez Democrat

The Seventh Annual Naichez
Literary Celebration kicks off
today with a packed schedule of
speakers and evening entertain-
ment

‘The conference moved into the
auditorium Tuesday after the
Naichez Opera Festival moved
out.

All morning and early afternoors
events are free and open © the

s

the custom bookstore
g setting up a man-
nequin_ exhibit, the auditorium
transformed into @ literary. pa
adise,

The day will begin at 9 am
with Marjoric Spruill Wheeler,
associate professor of history at
the University of Southern Missis
sippi in Hattiesburg.

Her topic will be “The-Jafluen-
tial  Southern Woman: An

S am., Patricia Galloway
will explore the importance of the
women in the Natchez Indian
tribe. Galloway, a special projects
officer at the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Archives and History in
Jackson, explains the Kinship sys-
tem and the fine of chiefdom from
the female.

xt V. Remini,
professor of history at the Univer-
See LITERARY, Page 10A

Literary

Continued from Page 1A

sity of Nlinois in Chicago, will
take a ook at the heroines of the
antebellum time.

“Rachel Jackson and Lucretia
Clay: Two Heroic Southern
‘Women," will explore the strength
of women lefi behind to take care
of the finances and households
when their husbands traveled to
Washingtor

Two prucnlﬂlwn) o=
tured at 2 p.m.; “Pa i Edu-
cator and Activist, by Brideet
Smith Pieschel, associate profes-

sor of English at Mississippi Ui
versity for Women, and “Loyal

Daughters: The Remarkable
Women of America's First Public
College for Womén,” by Clyda
Stokes Rent, president of Missis-
sippi University for Women

Eudora Wely’s work wil be the.
focus of “A Pathway of Love: The
Natchez Trace in the Works of
" a3 pm

professor of
English at Vanderbilt University in
Nashville, Tenn.

The look at Welty wil continue
at 3:45 p.m. with “A Worn Path,” a
film based on her short story,
introduced and presented by pro-

ducer-director, Bruce Schwartz of
00d.

The guided tour of the Grand
Village of the Natchez Indians,
Historic Jefferson College and
Mount Locus, scheduled from §
has already sold out.
“The day will end st 8:30 pm.
with the Pulitzer Prize winner
William Styron reading passages
from his works about women,

=
Tickets for any event throughout
the conference may be purchased
atthe Natchez Box Office or at the
door. For more information, call
the Box Office at 445-0353.
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- THE NATCHEZ DEMOGRAT Natcrr, s
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Schedule
of Events
051 tap today:

Thursday, May 30, 1996

I 1932, when members

nsored the s Spring
Pilgrimage,they drew aten-

of
the Natchez Garden Clu

Literary Celebration makes change
e Nt Ly Cotr Tk s 10

hit

ure and natural beauty
230 (0 5:30 pan. (15
tcket,Including trans-

o Wotectler
Nt Al Ve
Vs e
B e i
Ao Ko W

vanai,profssor of English
e

Margare ofJackson.
* 11 m. — Aulogrsph
honoring I

= iy a5 A Ar

S 10 ket —

m. free) —
“Wonen o Hoatitsey
“No' The Founders

rers and the Lierary
Award winners, hosied
the Natchez Associaton for

S
Dr. Thormas Gandy,
e

American Cultue, s The
House on Elcott Hil.

am) — A tour of thre his-
oric houses and “Natchez in

i e cag,
e
e R Yo 1 2
G e e T T
lllelx tre “America at the Cross- w.lluxhem\uxwp .
et
o, st
e o e B e S 0 S
Friday at 1 p.m. N-xchuum Office at 445.0353, =
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Schedule of Events
On tap today:

+9 aum. (free) — “Margaret Walker and
Richard Wright's Mississippi,” by Dr.

scholar-in-residence at the Association
for the Study of Afro-American Life and History
in Washington D.C.

‘Walker and Wright knew Mississippi quite
differently. For Wrigh, it was the land of his
birth. For Walker, it was a place which could and
gl Becse 4 e v, despite its inevitable
racial and pol

1 = e

*10:30 a.m. (free) — “Margaret Mitchell and
‘Gone With the Wind,” by Dr. Darden Asbury
Pyron, professor of history at Florida
International Uiversity in Miami.

‘The Southern social drama imposes pars of
‘mother, father and child, but also of woman and

man.
‘Writing “Gone With the Wind," was an escape
T e
*11:30 a.m. — Break.
1pm. (510 teken — “Anerica
stoads,” by Myrlie Evers-Williams, National
Chairman oanof e NANCE o of Bend,

app
walk again with heroes of the 19605 who fought
and died for civil rights. 5
From almost 30 years ago, leaders such as
Medgar Evers offer an enduring message of hope
‘Ameri

w78

century. Evers-Williams

+2:30 p.an. (85 ticket, including
ents) — Showing of the first half of the movie, “Gone
Wit he Wind. at the Natehe Eola Hoel

« 5:45 pn. ($10 ticket) — “The Women of the
Old South: Alive and Well in 1996,” Maryln
Schwartz, author and columnist of Dallas.

“The women of the Old South living in the New
T abound in

two award-winning books, “A Belle
P o 7P el RN
Gaminia," and *

Kappa Kappa n
01 Shuthor Why Scaret'in Thespy and
Tara’s Going Condo.”
2645 pam. (620 thked) — Old fashioned tea
Hall with food, libations
2505 (10 Tckat - Shovins S BT i
“Gone With the Wind," at the Eola Hotel
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Jackson, Clay demonstrate courage

zarly life proved difficult
‘or both women
y KELLY ELDRIDGE
| he Natchez Democrat
lhey were women of strength, courage
and most of all, tragedy. Their hus-
bands were two of the most well-
‘nown men of the 18th century.
Rachel Jackson, wife of Andrew Jackson,
nd Lucreta Clay, wife of Henry Clay, led
w0 distinct lives, different in many ways, yet
imilar in circumstances.
|,m>=n V. Remini, professor of history at the
niversity of Hlinoisin Chicago and a leading
fcksoia sl v an ook a1
hese women and their lives in the public eye
juring the first day of the Natchez Literary
felebration Thursday.

Both women experienced dificult carly
eirs, trnsplanted to the fronie states of

nticky and Tennessce, astheir athers tried

e le!y her father senther to live in
Kentu

nmugn Rachel is always remembered as
‘|fhe wllc of Andrew Jackson, he was not her
irst hust
“In Kcnlm:ky she met a man named Robars,
whom she had a turbulent ife with for many
years,” he said. “They left one another sever-
al times and rmany, aﬁer Rachel met Andrew,

obars filed for div
[:A woroan of Recha’s te over divoreed;

 this was a strain on her heart for the rest
of her life.

The affair she and Andrew indulged in
before her divorce was final was the focus of
Vi ksl iy Audeos el
dential camy

Being the dadghee of th (st famlly of

Fennessee, this wasn't exactly a conventional
life Rachel had chosen.

“She lived with her decisions for the rest of
o, e pnof 0 ick gt
campaign never left her.” he

“Regardiess of what anyone it chics
she was Jackson’s first and only true:

They wrote regularly when Andr:w was in

Goears Kaar

AUTOGRAPH: Dr. Robert V. Remini signs a book for Virigina Whitaker of Monroe.

Alcctanyipenple
who consider Andrew
Tacken (e Jotin Wayne of
his day, he was a very
romantic man.”

— Robert V. Remini

gt0n D.C.,.and he keptall of her letters
though some wer umed

S peopleconsider Andrew
Ja:ksen a John Wayne of his day, he was a
& said

e wor Raches kendss aound bis nck

all is life. Though her lfe was cut short by a
heart attack, he never married again.”

When Andrew was away, Rachel oversaw
1,000 acres in Tennessee and 500 acres
Mississippi and dictated allthe financial deci-

Andrew always acknowledged her for that
and gave her credit for keeping his holdings
intact. Though a mutual love was shared by
Rachel and Andrew, Lucretia and Henry Clay
were a more. :omplcx B

Her beg uch like Rachel's,
el e 2 e i of Kentucky

when she was YTy yous.

She has been called one of the kindest
women in history and one of the most tragic,
Remini said,

*“She was very domestic — wanting to take
care of her home and her children,” he said.

“He, on the other hand, was a ladies’ man,
ttending allthe Washington ball, without s
wife, of course.”

Like Rachel, Lucretia stayed home while
er husband was away and took care of their
land and finances.

“They owned cotton and hemp plantations,
plus numerous catte, horses and other ani-
mals that were cared for,” he said

“She sold butter, milk, eges and cured ham
to make sure they lost nothing.

“It is said that every time Henry would
leave home, he'd give her a check (o take care.
of expenses while he was gone. Every time he.
retumed, she would give him the check back.

“That determination and strength were char-
acteristics of a tragic home lfe.

‘The Clays had 11 children. All six daughers
died before the age of 30 and their sons were.
troublesome, with two spending time in men-
tal insitutions, one. becoming an alcoholic
and two becoming soldiers (one dying in the
Mexican War and one flecing to Canada).

[946
page 44
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FRIDAY, MAY 31, 1996 Serving Natchez, Vidalia and the Miss-Lou
Natchez, Miss. 50 CENTS

G
LITERARY CELEBRATION: Speaker Dr. Patricia Galloway (ief) chats with Carolyn Vance Smith and Dr. Cora Norman.
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Natchez on the River

Literary Celebration presents
final day of lectures, events

By KELLY ELDRIDGE Pigrimage andthe women who founded
he Literary Celration will pre-their iy
et o of e ot A4 10y, oy il dis h

Saturday, June 1

'a

ate Chopin and
val:, by Emily Toth
“The Seventh Annual

Natchez
s Literary

e —“Pofes of Scnght
and Courage i Southern Women: A Tribute
10 Alice Walker, My

anyhoror- Celebration

" comtined focus o he sength women who had  Freschin viion of g e
and courage of Southem women, the  prserysion. 2 pm. — Break.
Kt wilfocs o voren of e At fboms il b prsred. 120 i ) “Women Who Would' Sy No The Founders
lae 190 3nd 200 centries. from 23010 f the Natch o His by Dr.
avam witha 'lhbth Gandy
e o i 15 ke Tour of
now private tchep in Historic Photographs.” housed at

controversil passion, sex
d i
Emily Toth will xplors the witer

homes,
Che P

with e wring. e oyt e R

Stmton Chape nFirs st Chore o et s el

e Sars” nluing:
« rescataton of it e el
Ell Will Morris

ALI0:1S 2. Wiight Litcary

A S Oy Hurnites Diiion Sudes and
will ook a the i and Univrsites.

scveral women who made a mark onthe s Division awards. ersit s Az An s Divecsity” b M,.,\M

200 century. Nikki Giovanni will follow withher 29 pm, (10 ket — Recpton “‘. i th Litrary

Alice Walker, Margare ks lecture,
Aleande Lol Clianand aya 197

Diversty

‘Natchez will ake the forefont s Dr.

Auditorium, The tour will aso depar
Thomas Gandy explores the Natcher oriom.

(496
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The Seventh Annual
NATCHEZ LITERARY

CELEBRATION
Ppresents...

SOUTHERN WOMEN:
300 YEARS OF INFLUENCE

An Olympic Award-winning conference devoted to
Literature e Arts  History * Culture

May 30 - June 1,1996 * Natchez, Mississippi

* Meet Nikki Giovanni, Renowned Poet and Author
¢ Meet Myrlie Evers-Williams, Chairman of the NAACP
Board

* Hear authors William Styron, Robert Remini and Willie
Morris

* Spend an Evening in the Old South with Maryln Schwartz,
Dallas Author of The Southern Belle Primer.

For more information, call
1-800-647-6724 or (601) 446-6345
Natchez Convention & Visitors Bureau
For ticket information, call
1-800-862-3259 or (601) 445-0353
Natchez Box Office

‘The South's Warmest Weloome

This project is partially funded through a grant by the Mississippi
Department of E ic and C ity Develop and the
Mississippi Humanities Council. Hosted by Copiah-Lincoln Community

College, Mississippi Department

of Archives and History, Mississippi
Humanities Council and the National Park Service.
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Literary Celebration
schedule of events,

lectures
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Ladies of the South

7th Annual Natchez
Literary Celebration
begins Thursday

by BRIAN HAWKINS
The Natchez Democrat

e
S

Tk opsid e i g
i of e Nahes iy Combpat
e o Sl W 4
Gt iy e Uiy o
St Minioi:

i i i
it S i Bing S
S ot iy b
e g i o o it

“They were endowed with grace, beauty
and morality'— an image carried forward
nto the late 19th century. Southern men
worshipped her and would deny her nothing,
but they had no direct influence.

z

‘When the Europeans first setiled the
South, they brought with them the ideas of
See NATCHEZ, Page 9A

1996
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University in

Welty had personal
affection for the Trace

By MARK LAFRANCIS
‘The Natehez Democrat
ust s the Natches Trace weaves its
Joie:
Nashvill, Tem o, did Misss-
Do B 5ia Waly e the
Trace through her voluminous works
Wely scholar Michael Kreyling
explained Welly' deeply ltrary and
personal connection wit the Trace dur-

inghe Seventh Annual NatchesLirary

Kreylm; is professor of English at
Vanderbilt University in Nashville and
has done extensive research on Welty and
her writings.

He was introduced by Adams County
Justice Court Judge Mary Lee Toles, o
long:time friend of hs.

See AUTHOR, Page 5A
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Indians practiced matrilineal kinshipx

By KELLY ELDRIDGE
‘The Natchez rat
he Natchez Indians stressed the family
I structure and emphasized kinship
through the female lineage.
Galloway, special projects officer at

e Indians during her lecture ’l'hnrsdly aspart
of the Natchez Literary Celebrati

Duting this e, the family_usualy
revolved around the female member of the
family.

“In this region especially, familics were
usually female-oriented and included a large
extended family.” Galloway said.

“The husband and wife lived with the
female’s family and her influence was appar-
ent in everyday life, including chiefdom and
nobility lines.”

‘This didn’t change until the Industrial Rey-
olution when farming was no longer the dom-

inant industry.

“The French, particularly Antoine Simon Le
Page Du Pratz, left us a detailed account of
‘what life was ke in the Naxrher Indian tribe
‘what their place

P
re were three classes within the tribe:
nobles, honored and stinkard, or commoners.
“Your place in the caste system was deter-
mined by your mother, not your father,” Gal-

loway said.

““The Sun Class, or nobility came from the
mother. If she had a son, he would be a mem-
ber of this class, but his children would
decline in the system one level and their chil-
dren another level.”

Only by marrying a noblewoman could a
man enter the noble class.

‘Women in the tribe were skilled in many
areas, including some surprising acts, docu-
mented in the French accounts.

“There are details that some of the female
‘members of the tribe could kill lligators with
their hands, but they ‘were also expected for
the more traditional duties, such as cooking,
farming and healing,” Galloway said.

Author

Continued from Page 1A
His alk wastitled, “A Pathway
of Love: The Natchez Trace in the
Works of Eudora Welty.
Kreyling said Welty used both

e D e G B

Shiqe dmeisons sl st o | e

her stor e o
"Wty bd come o hink of he  Wely

Trace in wpmxhcamd IRoRt
Iy conscious ways
e
rather interpret or decode th

actually write from the ground

“The stories were alreadythere,
50 10 speak, in the deposit the
“Trace had made and continued to
make on her imagination.”
Kreyling said Welty would put

e Trace and have people in her
stories talk about the Trace
because of her love for the road-
way. The Trace was the main —
and at time sole — route from the

story to

s <

a4t

pege Gy

drifters, salesmen, scholars, etc.
— from a wide range of econom-
iclevels.

The Trace also was filled with

from one seting to the Trace.
“Actually, we can see the
beginnings of this tum o the
“Trace for imaginative wind in a
story about “Old Mr. Grenada,”
first published in the *Southemn
Review' in 1938, but ater revised
AT T
for publication in *A Curtai
Green,'her first publshed ol

seems fairly fat....
Natche

though, makes the call upon the
reader to feel something forbid-

for
Kreyling said dum\g Welty's

. the story.
Moving the
2 in_ revision,

long writing

" ary references.

PROFESSOR: Dr. Michael Kreyling speaks on Eudora Welty.
career, her
ences (0 the Trace gradually shift-
ed from direct historical refer-
eoces (0 more imaginative, liter-

refer- down in Welly's work, a more
private and personal story; it is
the mark her own decisions and
intitions made on the way to

oming a writer,” Kreyling

“The Trace can also show deep



Litefary Celebration

Humanities chief recalls 25

Uil , would enrich their vs.
Norman calls her work ‘a journey’ s
By MARK LAFRANCIS roan i 1 travel aroudthe | Ligprary Colobrariohas!boen 80
' close to that mandate.
“It's been held in the city audito-
ium and not on & campus. And
many of the lectures are free.”

The year was 1972. Mississippi _leters to myself and then go back
was a hotbed of anxiety, mostly 10 the office and type them.
‘about integration of public schools ~She recalled the time she asked

and universites. state officials for a part-ime secre-  She admits, though, it was tough
v St 68 the tary. {0 put a label on the mandate fo

masses was hardly a topic which  “They asked me where my files  enrich people’s lives.

bumed in vzwplc < s were, 1 said 1 didn't have any files.  Ofien “enrichment” came in the

“That year, CanemmL trained  They asked, ‘If you don'thave any  form of enticing college profes-
in cherisiy and physic, became  files, why do you need a secte-
the first i dn—uclor of the tary?™ mentary schools and share their
Missivippt Humanities Council,  She did get  secriary and her wisdom
She rered on Frday and on fis grw. =
Thursday,she was honored t the.  And, so did the role of her
Seventh Annal Natgher Lierary  offic, bu not withou i frust-
Celebraton. Thursday was “Dr. tions. Sometmes, that has_meant
Cora Nomin Day." ¥, rveleall v the e | g an it the cmsemly
O tow at The Natchez _tying 10 51l product 10 0Ur peo- for 3 period of i 10 do mr
Democrat, Nomman said her posi-ple. bt they didn' know what we

sors 10 visit rural or inner-city ele-

g

came from an art exhibit, a
radio talk show on lierature, a
writing workshof

than a one-shot visit.
tion gave her the voice she had ~were trying (0 sell.” In each instance, though, the
been seeking 1o make a lasting  She said the humanities coun- ingent of the council was for the
Hite in society. eil's role stll is not fully under- public to have what Norman
. her newly created depart- ~ stood by Mississippians. called “a_dialog
o b i begmnmgs Her The fundamental mission, she  leamed and artistic.
budge iccaus-  said, e dids amlleclum.hull
tere. the people out there working every  dialogue,” she

“There was no structure,” Nor- ~day and give them something that -~ And often, g 4
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d

une - \

lag e

years with council

program or project were not
immediately evident.

Most often, the council has
sought advice and requests from
the communities where the pro-
grams were to take place.

The Natchez Democrat/Barbara Gerard Kaiser
JOURNEY: Cora Norman was the first director of the Mississippi
Humanties Council.

To Norman, her retirement hard-
ly represents an ending.

“It’s a journey. The only closure
is looking at some files,” she said,
noting with humor that, indeed,
the council has files.

149496
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0 i Gi
fessor of English at Virginia Tech U
will rollow with her program, “Diversi

pm. (Slo ticket) — Recepnvn Imncn all
lecturers and the Literary Award hos
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Strength, courage and faith

Myrlie Evers-Williams
puls through tough times
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Strength

Continued from Page 1A

A year late she returned for a
visit.

“I was taken to a restaurant
where I was afraid to eat the food
or have my back to anyone,” she
said.

“There were times I didn’t think
I would make it, but Medgar was
with me, and I knew, for the chil-
dren, I had to.”

It would be 30 years before jus-
tice would be done, when in 1994,
Byron De La Beckwith, then 73,
was finally convicted for the
assassination. It was a time of clo-
sure for her.

“When they announced the ver-
dict, every demon and spirit in my
body escaped after 30 years,” she
said.

“I finally felt free.”

Evers-Williams has mixed emo-
tions about the movie being made
about the case (some of which was
filmed in Natchez last month),
directed by Rob Reiner.

“I read several scripts in the
beginning and made many, many
strong suggestions about the con-
tent,” she said.

“They have the right to take cre-
ative license, as they call it, but it’s
such an important story to me.”

She said her regret is that it
doesn’t focus on the life of her
husband, but the death.

“This is not what my dream
movie would be about Medgar
because there’s no depth in his
character, but I pray someday
there will be one.”

After her husband’s death,
Evers-Williams continued her

S
fight for equal rights and also fur- .
thered her education and career.

She became the first black
woman to head the Board of Pub-
lic Works in Los Angeles, one of
many positions she held before
finally deciding to run for chair-
person of the National Board of
Directors for NAACP.

“There were many people in the
organization that wanted me to
run, but there was also Medgar,
who I knew would want me to do
it, and my husband, Walter
Williams was also encouraging me
in that direction,” she said.

Williams died in 1995.

“He told me it would be the last
thing he ever asked me to do, and
1 promised him I would,” she said.

The task at hand was one of the
most difficult Evers-Williams said
she had ever faced.

With a deficit of almost $5 mil-
lion, a tamished image of scan-
dals, a dwindling membership and
friction in the board itself, she
would have to use the strength she
gained from Medgar to make
progress. She did.

She has cut the deficit to $1.2
million, and membership has
increased, especially in the
younger generation.

Though her life is tinged with
tragedy, Evers-Williams said she
is blessed.

“I have always been blessed,
though my life has been emotion-
ally difficult,” she said.

“It’s like the story of God being
the potter and his children the clay.
You have to allow Him to mold
you the way He wants you.

“It’s not until the pottery is put
into the fire, that it gains strength
and becomes strong.”
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Southern
belles live
on in ‘90s

By BRIAN HAWKINS
‘The Natchez Democrat
outherners are a breed ll their own,
ture has been passed down through
the years andis often a topic of discussion
for those unfamiliar with its tenets, espe-
cially when it comes (o Southern women,
rn has its own rules, more
i
award-winning columnist for The Dallas
Morning News and author of two books
that have sold more than a_half-million
copies.
“You are bom that way. People any-
where else just can’t understand why you
can drink a 32-ounce glass of iced tea at &

TheNatchez Damocrateat Ouka restaurant any time of the year, even dur-
SOUTHERN: Award-winning columnist Maryln Schwartz spoke on the unusual attrb-  ing an ice storm.”
utes of being Southemn, ke “drinking iced tea any time of the year.”

See BELLES, Page 5A

Belles i
June ¥
Condo.”

Her two books focus on the idio-
syncrasies of Southern culture,
especially when it relates (o the
most famous icon — the Southern
belle.

“People have strange ideas on
what a Southem belle is — so
many have images of the Old
South,” Schwartz said.

“Well, this is the New South,
where sister’s in the statehouse,
Bubba's wearing Armani and
‘grandmother is rolling over in her
rave.”

“The Southern Belle Primer...”
Schwartz’s firs. book got ts sur-
name from a visit made by Great
Britain’s Princess Margaret to
Dallas, and her atiendance at a for
mal afiemoon reception.

Princess Margaret's presence
caused quite a social scandal,
Schwartz said

“First, she showed up two hours
late and was wearing a pink chif-
fon dress before 5 pm,” Schwartz

said
“Her pink satin shoes. did not
match her dress, and she was
walking sl e .m) smoking
a cigarette, which you just don't
doin polite muuy It Souh,

‘Though times have changed in
he South, many of the old South:
em traditions — and belles — per-

Schwartz said.
‘We all know our Miss May-
belles — the ladies who were

always a Southern belle and
always will be no matter what
changes take place,” Schwartz
said

“The Miss Maybelles are. the
ones who say a Southern woman
could b presdt becat i
n0_harder than getting into the
Junior League in Atlanta.”

Some Souther women have
moved up above the Mason-Dixon
Tine and tried o pass as Northern-
ers, but constantly fail, Schwantz
said.

“There are 10 things that are a
dead give-away for a Southern gil
up north, but T can only name a
few” Schwartz said.

“First, they always call a couch
a sofa, and, no matter how old
they are, calltheir father ‘Daddy.’
Her shoes must always match her
cocktail dress, she owns a deviled
egg plate and she would rather
walk down Fifth Avenue naked
before wearing whit shoes before
Easter or afer Labor Day.
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300 Years of Influence”
May 30 — June 1,1996
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Sunday, June 2, 1996 THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natchez, Miss. * 5A

Celebration

DAY

he Natchez Democrat/Barbara Gorard Kaiser

The
BOOKWORMS: Donna Carr, left, and Sydney Buckner, both of Natchez, enjoy looking over the
selections at the custom bookstore at the City Auditorium between lectures.
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