KINGSTON METHODIST CHURCH by J. B. Cain

The original Jersey Settlement Community was settled in
1773 by the families of Justus King, Obadiah Brown, Samuel
Swayze, Nathan Swayze and Richard Swayze. The land was
surveyed by Caleb King, who returned to New Jersey to marry
Mary Swayze and then came back with his wife around 1775. He
laid out and established the town of Kingston about a mile
from the original Jersey Settlement.

egational
73, which

The first church
Church, organized by Re:
continued until his death
probably met in the home

by Rev.
original

The Kingston Metho
©obias Gibson in 1800

swayze,

In 1822 Daniel Farr
a plot of ground on which «
of this second lot were Daniel Far
Varnadoe, and Daniel - T
this building but it wa
r building. The < in connect
building was on 13 November 1855 and the deed was
Alexander King Farrar and his wife Ann Dougharty on 13
Pebruary 1856 to the following trustees: G. W. Baynard, W.0.
Foules, T. F. Davis, A. K. Farrar and Alexander Boyd.

law of Caleb King, donated
church was built. Trustees

still used until the ere

The church was built at the present location in 1856 and
was ready for dedication on the first Sunday in May 1857 by
Rev. William Winans and Rev. William H. Watkins.

Regular services have been held at this church for more
than 150 years by Methodist mirnisters. In recent years the
descendants of the original settlers have a reunion there;
they have aided greatly in the upkeep of the building.
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CO-CHAIRMEN PRESENT THE DIRECTOR OF

PROCEEDINGS A THANK-YOU GIFT

wmrxo>TO
1z’x|—1><

CHARLES VA

X WARD CONDUCT
FRIDAY NIGHT ACTT






The Natchez De;pocrat

EXTRA, EXTRA: Pernell Els, eft and Elner Terry, both of “news boys” DaShun Corey, left and By
poth 10, of Natchez, in ront of
See story and schedule page GA
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#4°THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT Natchez, Miss Saturday, June 4, 1994
The Miss-Lou

Local authors to

lles to reveal tips on writing,
selling a commercial novel

Iy PETER 0/CONNELL Presuming you have the talent, and
atchez Democra presuming you have the will to il
Neichez authors will hehoutbobo et sfes et
dress the 7th annual Mississippi  writing, you must still convince
‘Writers Conference at the Natchez ~someone that they should take

address peers

ol on Sunday, June 5 hance on you
hnle, 3 Naltlm/ native .+ When peddling “Spandau e
mwwk-cw fihe Door”under  nix,” I out 10 quer

i pen name Rob Dalby, wil esd
his xmlmvcc through “The Small-

iiog Wdow: How 1o 1 knop people who habe ot
Sep. Illl(mhh 40001500 iecionsnd thnwere
author of “Span-  successful,” he

don }‘hocmx, o i prepared for
res on Your Fist "

uthors also will speal
e s ol g i u nced an agent s commit-
1o lnged il couo: 115 g s you

I reg
4 pm. Sunday at the Eola Hotel.

There s 2 pop o
ot i's never easy, auhors as emrs compeled to” woks. I ificul 1 excui s John Grsha

1 am going o giv 3 -l gy, "But in fre cass you Ward will dncm(s “wny e
Garred talk on how 10 write 4 com ings of (Adams native)

il noveland how (0 el i

sasny llesis puing n Richar Wnbln “Were S0

sid lls, whose firstnovel cracked _longer holds true, Tl ssd. ».mm.anmu 2l s in S, Succestl
the New Yok Tmes popetnck” Wriery mus understand tha 1and and. Germany during World lhuc\«Aswkcmrmcmnm\u
Hestseller s, “lcrary” noves invaniably lose War . He sad the work “soles  scssions 1 on

s recalled c S re moncy, ngaig i sppal 1o an o h st mystrcs of World
e «qu.,muumm..m\ o mest & publspers, he s War IL”
P

iting s @ profession. This i no Regition o

ly Gemorsicing, Tia said, s e awar hat publihing companisat 830 am. at he Eol. Kuchrie s,
o, sy o st ane st ovned by huge coporaios heduled o spesk o {10 um, and
uinor sl a st novel for he bot 11230
50000 There is hope. You can tom line."

Gam large advances, , Anslematve besid s owrie ¥ Sessions rom 2.5 pm e e
But while pibiing s .4 commrcil s en low inclding My Branley's 3

osuble i 5 rrlyeasy e suic.your Muse frcs i 1 ubsopiom pam. on er

1994 pert L
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SATURDAY MORNING DAN BROWN INTRODUCED DR. W.

KENNETH HOLDITCH WHO
SPOKE ON WILLIAM FAULKNER, TENNESSE WILLIAMS,

AND THE OLD SOUTH




THE ELDERHOSTEL AND ELDERHAPPENING STAFF, EVER-SMILING WILLIE MAE
DUNN, BECKY NEVILL, AND SUZANNAH PATTERSON, TAKE A MUCH DESERVED
BREAK.










DR. JAMES H. STRIBLING INTRODUCES
MR. CLIFTON TAULBERT.

MR. TAULBERT SHARES
HIS SOUTHERN MEMORIES.

o = — TSNS 5= cOULD HAVE SPOKEN
FOREVER!




BOOKS, BOOKS, & MORE BOOKS!




A

PALATIAL MAGNOLIA HALL HOSTED A
LOVELY LUNCHEON ON SATURDAY.

MADISON DAVIS LACY FROM NEW YORK
FLEW IN JUST IN TIME TO EAT LUNCH,
AND THEN HE MADE HIS PRESENTATION
SATURDAY NIGHT.
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Natches Damoceatevs uncy
e Six Lite Gt of Lanadowne"whe

1994 Natehez Literary colebration
ISSSIppi' Lterary Horitage:
otk n whia an e e

LITERARY LANDMARK TOUR

FEATURING WILLIAM JOHNSON HOUSE, MARSCHALK HOUSE,
RICHARD WRICHT NEICHBORHOOD, LANSOOWNE, MOUNT REPOSE,
FOSTER MOU!

 SATURDAY, JU
L

art 3

pege 3¢

Netchez
ANTIQUE BOOKS: An extensive colscton of st scrons o e
played at Mount Repose.
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Serving Narches Vidalia and he Miss Low Nacher. Mise

The Natchez DemocratDavd Bundy
HISTORICAL HOME: Deborah Hanson, right, and husband,
Reter, center, enjoy listening to John Macllroy’s tales of Lans-
downe during a tour of the home Saturday as part of the Natchez
Literary Celebration. See page 8A for story.

1994 /;‘N‘f X
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BA*THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT Natchez, Miss.

Sunday, June 5, 1994

Tour brings Natchez book to life

By JACQUELINE COCHRAN
‘The Natchez Democrat

Visitors to Lansdowne met two
of the “Six Litle Girls of Lansdow-
e s they toured the | Mamhzll
family home on Satu

Narss Colson, Margatet i the
book, said the story was written by
her grandmother, the late Margaret
Marshall, in the 19505 when the
home was still a working
plantation.

“We were children when it was
published,” Colson said. “To us it
was just fun.”

Colson said her cousin began a
candy company a fow yearsagoand
oo old ekiches o i bock

She. s pecple bagan (0 sk
about the sketches and her cousin
encouraged the family to reprint the
book, which they did just this past

~u is the story of our childhood,”
‘was a wonderful child-
hood ht had' t changed much asa
working plantation in all those
years”

Guests,were greeted at the door
by Marshall’s daughter, Devereux
Marshall Nobles.

“This is the first time we have
dane the literary tour,” said Nobles.

There have been two or three
buses, and people in cars coming
and going,

Karen Williams of St. Helena
Parish, La., said it was only natural
for her o have an interest in the
atiending the Natchez Literary
Celebration since she feaches Engl-
ish at LSU.

“People who read Eudora Welty
and Richard Wright are interested
o Jeam more o them,” Willams

Wiiams companion, Davey
Brooks, also o 1. Helona Parish,
said he was enjoying the architec-
ture of the homes, as well as the
many lectues they iod st
e have been to The Wi
Johnion House the Andicw Mare.
chalk Family Home and Ifferor
College,” he said. “And every-
where, the hospitality T
wreat. A real treal.”
Linda Lightsey of Gulfport said
she and her three companions were
all English teachers at Mississippi

said the tour gave the teachers an
opportunity 1o meet writers. in

gives you the human touch,”
he said. “To hear writers read their
own words.

1‘11‘1 waL
prge 39

Kay Bankston, also of Gulfport,
said the Natchez tour also permits
the visitors to experience regional
colloguialisms.

“The local authors and historians
giveasense of place 10 the works,”
she said.

‘The four said they were looking
forward 1o the evening’s finale.
“Wouldn't miss a thing,” they said
in unison.



n Evening With Richard Wright"

Director of Proceedings
‘The Honorable William F. Winter
ident, Boardof Truse
Mississippi Department of Archives and History
Jockson, Missbsippl

"Behind The Cameras: The Making of Black Boy: A
Biography of Richard Wright" with excerpts from the
locumentary
‘Madison Davis Lacy, Jr., New York, New York

"Black Boy's Children"
Julia Wright, Parss, France

ntation of the First Richard Wright Literary Excellence
‘Award {0 Eudora Wy by Juia Wright

1494 part >
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THE FIFTH ANNUAL
NATCHEZ LITERARY CELEBRATION

Presents

"An Evening With Richard Wright"

7:00 ., June 4, 1994

Natchez Municipal Auditorium

i cvening i sporsord by
CopiLineonComonity Colge,
M Depsrment of Archivesand Hitry,
4 part 2
peage 1O



MS. JULIA WRIGHT, GWEN MCCALIP AND
OTHERS SHARED A DELIGHTFUL SATURDAY
EVENING DINNER AT MYRTLE BANK, THE
LOVELY HOME OF DR. & MRS. TOM GANDY.

THE EVER-GRACIOUS JULIA WRIGHT HONORED HER FATHER:
HER PRESENTATION AT o MEMQRY T

"AN EVENING WITH RICHARD WRIGHT.

1994 Natchez Literary celebration
“Mississippi’s Literary Heri
otk amc i and e A ver

"MISSISSIPPI: IT LEAVES A
GREAT TASTE IN YOUR MOUTH"
A Gala Reception
STANTON HALL

20
'I«'

M&

g] i IIIIHI Eﬁn

5 :' —

9 n.m.. SATURDAY. JUNE 4

WHAT BETTER WAY TO END A PERFECT
JEWEL OF NATCHEZ

HAN WITH A PERFECT PARTY AT




“The Making
0F a Weiter”

June 5, 1994
Eola Hotel — Ballroom
Natchez, Mississippi

1994 //er P
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The Value of Writing

The schedule for the event is as follows:

9:00 Dr. Ben Douglas A Viable Alternative to the New York
Publishing Scene.
10:00 Mr. Rob Dalby The Small Press Publishing Window:

How to Step Through

11:00 Ms. Elizabeth Bowne  Techniques of The Short Story
12:00 Lunch & Keynote Speaker
12:30 Mr. Greg lles How to Make Six Figures

On Your First Novel
The Afternoon Speakers (2:00 - 4:00) are funded by the

Mississippi Humanities Council
and are free to the public.

2:00 Dr. Jerry Ward Why the Writings of Richard Wright
Were So Successful

3:00 Ms. Mary Brantley The Literary Genius of John Grishem

4:00 Book Signings All Writers

1999 pert %
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The Natchez Democrat

Literary event ‘one of the best
By TERRI TABOR learn more about the city and the  yet,” said co-chair Gerald

The Natchez Democrat
The event billed as “Black,
White and Read All Over” be-
came accepted all over, according
to organiz-
ers.
That was
the judgment
for the fifth

Celebration
by co-chair
Carolyn

Vance welty

Smith

‘The celebration sponsored by
Copiah-Lincoln Community
College, Mississippi Department
of Archives and the National Park
Service attracted literature lovers
from all over the United States
and other countries to Natchez to

state’s heritage through the words

together of the various aspects of
the South, especially the coming
together of the African: Ameri-

and white commun
Smith said of the festival, The
celebrations’s theme, “Missis
pi's Heritage: Black and White
and Read All Over” constituted
the acceptance of black and white
authors whose works have been
well-read.

“We're doing so many good
things with race relations,” Smith
said. She added that the literary
fesival encourges . pecple 1o
open doors, communicate and
accept one another. “There’s so
much love here and acceptance
was what people kept saying,
Smith s

“This was one of the best years

Gaumer of the National Park
Service. “Response from persons
attending was excellent. 1 think
(attendants) find that Mississippi
is more diverse than they think it

Vance said about 1,500 people
of all ages attended the various
events of the three-day festival

‘The Friday afiernoon lectures,
the showing of film version of
Adams County native Richard
Wright’s “Native Son,” the Satur-
day morning lectures and the
presentation by Richard Wright's
daughter, Julia Wright, drew the
largest crowds.

‘The event culminated Saturday
night with the presentation of the
first Richard Wright Literary
Excellence Award 10 noted au-
thor Eudora Welty, who received
the honor at her home in Jackson.

See LITERARY, Page 2A

Literary

Continued from Page 1A

Overall, “The speakers one after
another were superb,” Vance said.

Several special guests were on
hand to participate in the event
including Vern Smith, bureau chief
for Newsweck in Atlanta, syndi-
cated columnist Bill Minor, and for-
mer Gov. William Winter.

Educational Televison also filmed
throughout the celebration and will

air a program
conference.
Vance believes the annual festi

based on the

1994 ppert L
prge L

val is igniting the fire of education

because it encourages people to
read books. She said the success of
the festival is evident throughout
the Natchez bookstores. The cus-
tom bookshop in the Natchez City
Auditoriumn sold between
$6,000-87,000 in book sales during,
the three days of the festival and
also the Natchez bookstores sold
many books.

“(Next year) I really have a chal-
lenge,” Vance said. “For five years

year' festva s already been sid
with the theme “King Cotton: It's
Endunng nfluence on the 1
Landscape of the South.”
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Celebration finally gives Wright his due

ot too many years ago,

ficial Mississippi publi-

the native Misssippians who
S e e en s
a wier and el

Wigh,abrlian el
the son o

character in “Native Son,” a bad

homicide on one of them,
troubled the consciences of man
Americans just_beginning to
understand the social effects of

segregaion.

perona ylam:lmn near Natchez

it i, was givn belted
recognition here st by
the Nachez L ey s

 the occasion was Julia

it 04 ageine contibter
parallels

y
icago ghetto,
became the nctsunning socl
ommentary ever to. appear
Amcrican ftcature. el dhat

osed segregation
ed and frustrated black amt
tions.

“The book became a tremend-
ous success as America was about
o enter World War Il — and
boosted Wright o the pinnacle of

Bill
Minor
=
the nation afact
viually ignored by most Missis-
sippians.

One of my fondest i i 2
copy of “Native Son” a Missis-
sippi friend had bought in 1945,
suelysomething il o hese
cating, and e eding

of “Native Son
Joog.ime admier of Weight for
is wiing skl bl te o the
Vi mgh b et o
ich 10 1, who grom ap In fhe
white segigaied ity of he
Deep South, into what it was like

Richard Wright's lfe began in
the heart of Mississippi_rural
poverty, moving from there to the
“eity,” in Jackson where he went
as far as the Ninth grade, aban-
doned by his father by age 15,
going to live in Memphis, then
Chicago and by 19 reading

Dostoyevsly, D, od Hemry
Jumes nd bcoming dtemioed
0 be a writer

His Bigger Thomas, the central

“Native Son,”
‘Wright relates how Bigger was
actually “born” and grew in his

mind.
character begins in
Wright's own childhood when he
was a barefool kid in Jackson,
terrorized by a bully kid who
‘Wright says is a Bigger
‘Then a Bigger No. 2 was an older,
tougher kid who resented whites
for having cverything and he
nothing. Then Bigger 3,4 and 5.,
all of whom were more contemp-
twous of Jim Crow symbols and
he code of law enforced by
whites.

Incvitably, Bigger was todic at
the hands of the system. In real
Ut Wright exprimenisd fo 2

years wil idea of
oiing np with

st inged Gub i
‘260 which pined comsisa
as a beter way than democracy
for Negroes to free themselves of
oppression.

‘Wright obviously was close 10

being convinced that the com-
munists were right, but he pulled
himself back (one_reason: the
contempt of the Commies for
intellcctualism) and severed his
ties with the party. (The com
it in though wou dan-
pen his success, 4

Eeboldened theke in Misisoippt
who would suppress his liteary

tecognition.)
Wright's “Black Boy,” pub-
lished in 1945, was regarded as a
fictionalized autobiography
which sold more than 400,000
pics, but never won the acclaim
and recognition of “Native Son.”
He and his family went to live
in Paris, and fecling more ac-
pted a5 an equal among French
antists and intellectuals than back
in Ancsica, b emained, hre
uniil his death i
Once sgain. ihe ae it
ary Cleration, e rsinid of
Carolyn Vance Smith
Copiah-Lincoln Cummum\y
College faculty, and now co-
sponsored by the. wuq,e as well
the Mi ot of

hives and Histoy and. the
National Park Service, has pro-
duced a cultural gold mine In

Bill Minor writes about
Mississippi politics and
jumn pu-

nesday and

Sunday.

1994 pert = \
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[Editorials Tk Nakher Democrat - Tune 71994

Well-deserved
praise for celebratjon

hen a community becomes mature, it’s not
necessarily because of the age of its buildings,
the longevity of its people or the number of its
industries.
Sure, those factors do contribute to a community’s
lifespan.
A-sure mark of a community’s maturity is its-devotion
to the arts.
The past weekend’s four-day, fifth annual Natchez

] Literary Celbration, without a doubt, demonstrated that

Natchez indeed has become a master of the arts: in this
case, the written arts with a bit of culinary arts thrown in
for spice.

We applaud the sponsors, Copiah-Lincoln Community
College, the Mississippi Department, of Archives and
History, and the National Park Service. In particular, we
salute Co-Lin’s Carolyn Vance Smith, who has done
superlative work to assemble what has become a jewel of
a program.

The celebration deftly blended regional writers, regional
issues and rogional people, but on a big-time scale,

We were impressed with the line-up of programs for
the most recent celebration, which was titled, “M
pi's Heritage: Black and White and Read All Over,
signifying the historic significance of newspapers as one
of the major themes.

To those who worked long hours assembling the
program, we say thanks. Those who presented workshops,
lectures and other programs, we were glad to have you in
Natchez.

We are sure that the sponsors already are at work
trying to make the sixth annual Natchez Literary
Celebration better than the fifth.

That will be a tough act to follow.

1994 part 2
pege 96
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Community makes NLC a success

hen one is preparing for a project
ith the magnitude of the Natchez.
Literary Celebration, one just
holds her breath and prays that everything
works out well. When the complimens start
pouring in labeling the event as e
su great sense of pride sets in.
Furiipas who atended al o part of the
6fth annual conference held June 2-4 have
becn most gmerous wilh hci preie toward
th celebenon which was oo sponsored by
Copish-Lincoln Community College, the
Noehes Naonal Historieal Prk, Natcher
Trace Parinsy, and the Misisipei Depar
ry. The 1994 theme
e “Missisipp's Literary Heritage: Black
I White and Read All Over
‘Among, those writing complimetary leticrs
are The Honorable William Wi n:
“I seem to say this every year, but I eally
believe that | was more impressed and really
akers and prescaters
et have been before.”
 Jnia Wright o Paris: 1 would ke o thack

Top of the
Morning

WEN MCCAL
Natchs Luray Colbraion

Park, and Jim Bamet of the Mississippi

of Avcives and Histoy works
diligently to make the. ILC the success
it od it s 10 hnr\er be affliated
il s doticaed indviduns. We v ook
nt and realize
iy Mewed Natcher s fn have.the «.m.p
sppon o bl of gen ic-
who sharedth respoasibilics
ot bm\gmg R confornco o s clive (0 0o
community. )
What other area can one call on local
businesses necding o maich a_Natiom

&

tional Park and Monument Association/
Topel, Elderbontl Foundaion for Pblc

ealty, The
ren River Rond R, it Mooty
Imvn\hlmn, Historic Sites (Caramel Baptist
Church, Historic Jefferson College, Kingston
Methodist Church, and Natchez Museum of
sry end Qulure), Houses
of Nachez (The Bames Howe, The Bras
Bunch. Fxmlly hene The o Fete Bt
Home, Cherry Grove, Dorsey House, Dunlcith,
High Point, Hillside,
Griffith McComas
Histri Hot,

fraveis Famxly Hmnc Melrose, Monmouth,
Mount Repose, Myrtle Bank, Pic
S T Honser S o
‘and Woodstock),
‘Thanks also go to Intemational Paper
FoundationJs'slouse o Pl Kimbe's
Offce Supply, Lady Luck Misissipi L.
(Natchez), McRac' ‘Authority for
Edscaional rerion Mmlimppi Herag

il
Texada,

piagightra oy e for P with a
store of memories warmad of your

some and it o pirion o
finish my book

Us, s Su\am n.a ‘Cochran of Washington,
DC: ry much for incloding me in
e, T s lesur 10,50 wilh
sou The vt ges bt vy v

Dr. Guies, The Usiversiy of

Snumzm Mlsslsmypx r, Hat-
“Despite its vancv.y. it is niformly
relosandvaly ables ississippi. As

e NLC progresed ane marveled 't he
Consistency f the qualty of content and
presntaon, Most o he lectuers wer alone
worth the drive o Nate
Jacquelyn Jackson, M\ﬂdk Tennessee
State University English p Murfrees-
o e E g ity
intormatve, wellorpuaized cnubalon of
commitment, and
Tooxtinaivg e super lotarem, prses-
tions, and social mem-
et the hoslality of l o you s e besuty
of N
D s ostatian; 1 8" Gk
Carolyn Vance Smith of Co-Lin, Gerald
Gaumer of the Natchez National Historical

1994
pege q7

reply s, “Where do s he chck?” There
else can one call up the catering service at the

County hospial and ak for & free cake for

Jeferson Davis bithay, 1nd s eposos,

" QWel, it e g

mately 400 particip-

ants plus the dclighlvd ilaren a the Notehes

requestin
lecture chairmen, and the only question they
sk i, “Do you ned tre of our ighis?”

sxvpl Power & Light/and Entergy Cnmpan),

Natchez Democrat, The
Natchez Eola Hotel, The Natchez Garden Club,
Natchez Historical Society, Natchez Newspap-
s Inc, Naichez Paiclogy Laboratory, Inc,

Natchez Digest, The

ifspace ermite, bt we il ]mlhumblysuy
thank you &

e Adams County Board of Supervisors,
Judge George W. Amstong Pubic Library,

Trace Parkway

“Thinks also o 10 Don G. Ogeen Attormey at
Lew, The Orlr of the First Familes of
Mississippi,Phi Beta coln

Bell South
Feltus Company, Best Westem River Pk
Holl, BuffCly Db The Bl City

CellularSouth, City of Natchez, Deposit
uaranty National Bank, and Ducks Unlim-

)

A,
“Thanks also go to Easter National Park and
Monument Association/Natchez, Easter Na-

ﬂurf >

Carden Clb,
Riverbend Catering, St. Mary Catholc Church,
Amlia Salmon Architeet, Stahiman Lumber
mpany, Betty Stewart Historc:
s Ty, Smi, Latham nd Kol
Attomeys at Law, i Bank,
Valle nnovative Management Sevies o
Wal-Mart, and WNAT-WONZ.
allp, a Natchez resident,
served as fund-raising chalrman for the
1994 Natchez Literary Celebratio
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Natchez is blessed with Literary Celebration

It was my good fortune recen- ~ters of the Old South, including  orthy. i
(ly tospend the first week of Junc  such cities as New Orleans, ersandofthateventputtogethera great success the Literary Celeb-
d

in Natches atiending the Literary Mobile, Savannah, and  tnly oustanding progrum that  ration has achioved.
Celebraton. sponsored annually brings to Natchez some of the  Those from outside who par

y Copiabi-Lincoln Community nation’s foremost scholars and  cipat i the celebraton invariab-
College. entertainers. Iy leave Natchez

‘Although I have lived in Stark- Residents of Natcher are pri- by the intellcctal cxchange and
vill since 1966, it hascnly been and people — in shor, thei his-  vileged tohearandmeet national- by th personal growth they gain
in recent years that I have had tory and culture, that is ly and intemationally renowned  from the program and the many
occasions fo spend fime in exceptional i

J

Natchez. “The hospitality that Natchez  encounter in major o il with h people of Ntez.
It is o delightfully chaming extends to  visitors is in s small Micksippi Yours i 4 ich hertage, Con

and lovely city. Is ambience is - extraondinary Carolyn Vance Siith, public  tnue 10 e and cherish i
manel by & wims, hspity e Naciie Loy Colbrt- ol sosplonio, e Tt ‘Charles D, Lowery
and graciousness wninaiched, in ton, ke the hospiaty of the  Bresides Billy Thames and othe professor and head

my opinion, by othe culturalcen-_{ownspeapl, s equally prasew-  responsibl partcs rom the col-  Missssippi State University

1994 pect 3
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MISSISSIPPI HUMANITIES COUNCIL
3825 RIDGEWOOD ROAD, ROOM 311
JACKSON, MS 39211-6453

Mr. Marion Smi
Route 5, Box ;;?
Natchez, Ms 39120

May 199 ‘

o Uy Conrarty s T Loy o, P 00
Fama Gy, o vy .C Y.

“The Council has helped to bring broad-based cultural and
educational activitis to many of our citizens who .. have
ot had the ... possiblity of receiving such exposure.”
Walter Hurms, Jackson

(994 pert >
page 5T
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South’s most famous living writer recalls days as fledgling critic




| Mississippi's Literary Heritage: Black and White and Read All Over |

[Saturdas, June 4, 1994

Ticket Form
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Letters to the editor

Disabled need equal access to superhlghway
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Natchez is blessed with Literary Celebration
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Community makes NLC a success
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Slaves managed to keep family unit intact — historian
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Why Mississippi produces many

of the country’s greatest writers

By SARAH SUE GOLDSMITH
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THE NATCHEZ LITERARY CELEBRATION
presents
Luncheon at the Carriage House
on the Grounds of Stanton Hall

Friday, June 3, 1994

Presiding: Dr. William Durrett, Professor of English
Hinds Community College, Raymond, Mississippi

Luncheon

After-Luncheon Presentation

AND, | BEG YOUR PARDON

an original dramatization written and presented by
LeCrisha Peyton, Monticello, Mississippi
and

Laura Smith, Sontag, Mississippi

This work, dealing with communication between the races, was conceived,
researched, written, and produced by Lawrence County (Mississippi) High School student
LeCrisha Peyton and Copiah-Lincoln Community College (Wesson, Mississippi) student
Laura Smith, with advice from their award-winning history instructor and sponsor, Ruth
Lambert of Monticello, Mississippi.

In 1993, after the dramatization won first place in the state of Mississippi’s Junior
Historical Society competition, the students went on to national competition at the
University of Maryland. There they won a prestigious national award, the "African-
American History Award." In 1993-94 they have presented the dramatization to numerous
regional and state groups, including the Mississippi Historical Society.
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HE AWARD WINNING CARRIAGE
HOUSE SERVED A DELICIOUS
LUNCHEON ON FRIDAY, JUNE 4.

CO-LIN’S JUDY WIGGINS W
ATi SMILES TN HER SASSY RAT BECAUSE
SHE GOT TO BE JULIA WRIGHT’S LIAISON.

DR. BILL DURRETT INTRODUCES
LECRISHA & LAURA



PATRICIA MITCHELL TALKS
ABOUT GOOD SOUTHERN FOOD

THE HONORABLE
SAMUEL CAUTHEN
INTRODUCES

DR. BETH BOGGESS.

DR. BOGGESS PREPS
FOR THE AFTERNOON
KINGSTON TOUR.
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Cherry Grove Plantation
Spanish grant to Pierre Surget, 1788.

Cherry Grove takes its name from the grove of magnificent, and now very
ancient, cherry-bark oaks which create the park-like setting of the "yard". The
present owner has a replacement planting program, but this was begun only in the
Tast thirty years, and the results will not be apparent for another century. Mean-
time the giants fall. This complete plantation complex includes many interesting
and unusual dependencies and outbuildings. Although Cherry Grove was the
original "home  place,” ownership of this tract often passed to a younger child.
For example, Charles, the oldest child of Pierre the Founder, never married, and
after his mother's death, the tract passed to James Sr., one of the younger children,
rather than to Frank, Sr., who was already establishing himself as the second-
wealthiest man (after William John Minor) in the Old Southwest. There was talk
of building a columned "great house” closer to the yard gate (on the knoll near the
pond east of the driveway), but the Civil War evidently intervened. The Surget
family traditionally raised thoroughbred horses, Devon and Ayrshire cattle, and
sheep. They were among the founding members of the American Jockey Club, and
held the same racing colors, cherry and gold, for over 100 years. Cherry Grove
was used as a seasonal residence orly, with the family moving into Natchez during
cold weather.

The present house incorporates the plan of the original log single-pen dog-trot,
which was raised on a brick basement of the same plan about 1800, according to
family tradition. The house was probably enlarged about 1840, when the set-back
wings and cabinet rooms, and possibly the semi-hexagonal bays were added, and
again in the 1870's, when the balconies and the southeast wing (1880?) were built.
There was a serious fire in November 1866. At one time it was believed that the
fire destroyed the entire house, but there is substantial internal evidence that only
the west end was involved and rebuilt. It is possible that the bays and balconies
were added to the house in preparation for James Surget Jr.'s 1873 wedding to his
much younger cousin Catherine Boyd, as it is known that he planted an elaborate
true-lover's knot inside a heart-shaped frame in boxwood in the space in front for
the house, as a welcome-home gift. The tile roof was placed or: the front of the
house in the 1920's, for fire safety. In 1960 the present owner enclosed the dog-
trot and paved the floor to convert what had been storage space for family use,
converted the cabinet rooms to baths and storage, and made a kitchen area in what
may have been the dairy.
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North of the house you will see a stable built before 1810, a double corn-crib
with pigeon-cotes in the caves (and hand-hewncypress log feeding troughs) built
before 1820, the "New Barn” (built in 18401) and a sheep-shed, while inside the
house-yard ther is a turkey house and a gymnasium with ten-pin alley built about
1880 for Carlotta Surget, mother of the present owner. The 1810 stable was
primarily for stallions and ‘for the actual breeding process, and the New Bamn was

rimarily for mares in foal, yearlings and other stock which needed to be separated
Bom the salions. - South of ihe howse 1 the Kilchen, e of two "formstone? build-
ings in the Natchez District (this late nineteenth-century rusticated cement-block
‘material was preferred for refaining walls and fence supports) the "Hall,” (quarters
for visitors and for teen-age boys sent to James Surget, Jr., grandfather of the
present owner, for instruction in farm management), a brick smoke house, the last
surviving privy, and the cow barn. Northwest of the house is the family cemetery,
established in 1792 and still in use, and worth a visit for the interesting monu-
ments. An unusual feature of this cémetery is that the wife is generally buried at
the husband's right hand.

L-Cow Bam
M- Cemetery

Owned by Mrs. Grace M. S. MacNeil, a direct descendant of Pierre Surger.
Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Ricky Rowlin.
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HISTORIC CHERRY GROVE
OWNED BY MRS. GRACE
MACNEIL & FAMILY.




INSIDE CHERRY GROVE
LOOKING OUT.

DR. BOGGESS STROLLS
WITH AN NLC PARTICIPAK




MT. CARMEL BAPTIST CHURCH, A MINIATURE REPLICA OF THE FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, WAS A LOVELY "DRIVE-BY" ON THE TOUR.

INTERESTING OUTBUILDINGS LIKE THIS ONE AT WOODSTOCK WERE
INTRIGUING TO NLC PARTICIPANTS.




WOODSTOCK, THE HOME OF MR. & MRS.
TOMMY ARMSTRONG, WAS THE SETTING FOR
A REFRESHMENT BREAK PREPARED BY THE
TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHOIR.



HILLSTDE, THE ANTEBELLUM
HOME OF MR. 5.
VALTER SALMON § PANILY.




BEAUTIFUL VIEW OF Tk
KINGSTON COUNTRYSIDE FROM
HILLSIDE’S GALLERIES.
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Kingston Methodist Church.
Built between 1856 and 1857. Replaced an earlier church destroyed by the Torna-
lo of 1840.

The Congregationalists of the 1700's found themselves at home with nineteenth-
century Methodism, and when the Jersey Settlers created the town of Kingston
about 1800, they intended that the Methodist church be the center of community
life. The first building was located in the grid-plan town, on the public square, an
was destroyed by the Tornado of 1840. The tract on which the present building
stands was donated by Alexander Farrar, owner of Kingston Place (house no
longer standing), to which the cemetery on the north side of Hutchins Landing
Road belongs. The present temple-form church is very similar in style and details
to Zion Chapel A.M.E. Church (1858; originally Second Presbyterian Church) in
Natchez, which was designed by J. Edwards Smith, who also designed Christ
Church, Church Hill. The grand temple form has become more intimate in the
rural setting, but the interior detail remains elegant. Note the original frontispiece,
pulpit, altar rail, pews and gallery, and the original plaster ceiling medallion.

There is an active congregation, and the church still serves as a center of “religious
and moral culture,” in the terms of the deed of gift to the Trustees.

Dinner on the Grounds: 5-7:30 p.m.

Kingston Community Center,

formerly the Kingston School. Supper will be served here in the event of rain.

ot
1994 Natchez Literary Celebration
“MISSISSIDpI's Literary Heritage:
Black and White and Read All Over*

TOUR OF THREE PLANTATION HOUSES IN THE

AND CHERRY GROVE
with refreshments at Woodstock and
“DINNER ON THE GROUNDS" AT KINGSTON METHODIST CHURCH
4:15-7:15 p.m., FRIDAY JUNE 3
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MELANIE WHITE AND FRIENDS "COOKED UP A STORM" FOR NLC’S DINNER ON
THE GROUNDS.

HOW MANY DESSERTS DID YOU SAY




Kingston United Methodist Church

Natchez, Mississippi

THE ELEGANT SIMPLICITY OF THIS ANTEBELLUM PLACE OF WORSHIP
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