Life was hell for slaves in Natchez

By SARAH SUE GOLDSMITH
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THE 1992 NATCHEZ LITERARY CELEBRATION

LECTURE HALL EXHIBITS
At the Front of the Natchez Eola Hotel Ballroom

THE SPANISH FLAG

This historic flag was carried by Spaniards for centuries,
including Christopher Columbus in 1492, Hernando de Soto in 1540,
and Bernardo de Galvez in 1779. Embellished with the golden castles
of Castile and the lions of the province of Leon, the flag proudly
flew over Spanish Natchez for the first decade the Spaniards ruled
the area.

SPANTISH DAGGERS, SPANISH BAYONET, BEAR GRASS
Yucca aloifolia, V. gloriosa, Y. recurvifolia
Family: Agavaceae

Explorers to the New World found several species of Yucca
native to the southeastern United States. Indians had medicinal
uses for the plant, and early settlers used the fibrous leaves of
Bear Grass to hang shanks of ham in their smokehouses.

ucca is dependent on a certain species of moth for flower
pollination and fruit set. The rigid, fibrous-margined leaves are
often poisonous to human beings.

SPANISH MOSS
Tillandsia usneoides
Family: Bromeliaceae

Spanish moss is one of the few epiphytic plants in North
America. Non-parasitic, it uses other plants (chiefly live oaks and
cypresses) only for support, and absorbs water and nutrients
directly from the atmosphere.

Early settlers found various uses for the moss, from saddle
blankets to bed stuffing, and it is still used to some extent in
the furniture and nursery industries.

Spanish moss is very site-specific in its cultural
requirements, and is highly sensitive to air pollution.

(Information courtesy of Rick Hartzog)
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‘Spain Comes to Natchez'

Natchez boy tells tales of Indians

By SARAH SUE GOLDSMITH
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Jackson depicted as true statesman
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