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EUDORA WELTY and former Mbslssw Gov. William Winter share a warm moment
at the Carriage House Saturday night.

Lecturers critique Welty’s works

But talks won't alter

the way she writes

By LEONARD KRANSDORF

‘The Natchez Democrat.
NATCHE—vmlecmmsulkyi;llnul

“There really is o right and wrong,
cach of them view the writing in a

and tell what they feel about iL.”
But, i

writing of Eudora Welty.

And Welty listened.

‘They discussed Eudora Welty's images
of the Naichez Trace and how those images
were incorporated into her writing.

And Welty listened.

Thro i the three scholars
paid homage to Welty and her writng to the

per her writing.

derbil Universiy. “But I know the iype of
St e T
or disagree, but she is

always willing to discuss it."
Prenshaw said she was 1ot 100 nervous
because she believes she is doing a service.
“We each have our roles 1o play. Mrs.
‘Welty does her role real well by writing

koo theg e i “Pmpleun deve-
lop their own opinions.
‘Welty said she does ot ofen aiend such

Sumity i T ‘Natchez Eola Hotel.
the audience, Welry listened.
“'ln!mlmhk:pwplegwm:wm

mymwmmpwum‘wewmdme
images ey are sl o develop fom what
they read.”

said We

edby umvusny eofesos Michel Kyl
ing, Suzanne Marrs and Peggy Prenshaw.

‘The three speakers mu.lyzed several of
W:lly s works wih special cmphisis on the

talks would
T el yvu a mu= self-conscious,”
arrs, associate professor of Englishat - the
Mu\nps Oollesg

ma\wnmmenuneofmhmyevem.
“The Natchez Trace: Is Literary Legacy.”

sure that T quoted her works exacily right”
said Kreyling, professor of English at Van-

their tawpha County

my thoughts ouL.”

Saturday's activites began with a alk by
‘Don Doyle, chairman of the of

history at Vanderbilt Universiy.

He spoke on the subject of “The Missis-
sippi Frontier in Faulkner's Fiction and In
Fact”

Doyle said he believes much of what

Faullner ot in he fconal Yolape-
based on his life
Lafayete County in Mississippi.

el el
and around

the Kitchen
table,” Doyle said.
 Satay e 0 final day of the event,
hich was sponsored by Copiah-Lincoln
Community Coleg.
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Sunday, dune 10, 1990 NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natchez. Miss.

JOHN GUICE, aliterary celebration lecturer, takes.
a moment to relax in the shade Saturday.

DOUG LEWIS, John James Audubon lect
taks with Beverly Biggs Wiemer of Houston.

.

WILLIAM WINTER, form i
Rt er governor, introduces members of the Wright family at Saturday's dedication
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Trace literary festival ¢ii
offers taste of future &
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From the ceremony marking Rosalic’s staws s a naional

Jandmark o the lunch at Kings Tavem, the first Naiches Liter-
ary Celebraton was & wimner.

't was a trbute 1o much more than the literary tes 10 the

Natchez Trace

0661 Z1 ANNI AVASANL .
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It was even more than 3 tributc 10 such stars as Richard
‘Wiight and Eudora Welty.

"This frst. celcbraion was @ prelude 10 many more 0 come:
but was able 10 transcend even

“The festival gave Natchez another glimpse of what can be
when people combine thei talent and energy for a common
ou.
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end the community got & taste of @ fure where
he first. queston was “why noi?” rather than “why?"
Next year, June 58, they'll do it again with lierature and
the jublee.

mxdmd

events 10 display the spirit which makes them work.
For a community with the right spift, cvery day is 8
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Natchez hosts first Herltage restival -
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olume studyof Jackon. “People -

ndrew Jackson's “supposed” u s lic
it Racoel Dopala o | B e A ey A 14nd trave on the Trace
o g e et 200 o * Remin sad. || ingatthe ingisCen:
I i s e ety e ory Rt . | igathe oo T e ko
Confernce. et o B | e ot T
e recomm o e | 016605
e dentand o nvan | Kitsopartots v icherage that.

S gl o

conference were the des
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i but it was received with much less animosity

John James Audubon's The Birds of

b Mason, said Lews in his

T o o st et

hadasmallamy of brothers and brot
1aw, to travel with the man she we
g with

it

g Old Southmestin i
i el Corsont. (g 7 Wit From e N D Nm i kamuﬂm wﬁ",“f'.ﬂ.y"
“Andnwwemlnm\dn-Jukmn sup- "Inl\‘l was making
d e

‘Natchez period, Lewis wd.

S ppnsed nohing. came an indignant Nople

“The Natchez Trs ol mystique
Yo g 4 mosiatr e
going. e Traces

udi

S ltene the dn'mp Rndhe rmed rinioks

Nashuille. 'm just going t0 explore; s 2
od e out more about our fore-
fathers,”she said.

Winae:

i said. When An-
drew Jackson eturned to Nashvile afer

cavings,and)
Sl o
Robordthad sbained o He . e

o —

Grant had his
beadquarters here at Rosale,”said Ni

rizal,

. They lived in =4 i

R TR T kvt Rl apsucker it emid Mason's Jush
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o, only b
e o s S g ors:
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Letters

Sunday, June 17,1950 NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natchez, Miss. *5A

Lecturer finds
’ shoy

Melrose giant
rip off for park?

‘How can it be a part of the Naichez.
Historical Park when it is at

1490 pert %
regd

“xra mile" in covering e )
T vents o last week, nd n 0o,
a tremendous service 10 the
‘community and staic.
“To th ciizens of Natchez L exiend.
my grainide and congramlaions.
John D.W. Guice, PhD-
“professor of History
wmuswﬂmm-\#



Natchez Landmarks Dedicated

‘The Natchez antebellum mansion Mel-
ose s fficlly dedicaed a the st ac

quisitio Natchez Nationa Hisorcal
s Literary
of the Inte

L e o large

udince gathered o the Mlrose

r d.g.mm included Mississippi
United States senators Thad Cochran and
Trent Lot Longru::m:n G.V. “Sonny”
ontgomer

Mike Parker, Con.
ressaan ery Huckaby of d

former governor Wi

in 1823,is owned and operated by
the Mississipp State Society Denghiess of
the American Revolution.

William Johnson House
date

il uthorizin.the acquisiton of the
Wiliam Johne
Natchez for

chaired

County Board of Supervisors, and Con-
ressman ik Parker st at he esr
ing. The iment to the park
ihorsaon b whichwas it

Cony rker, provides that the Wil-
liam]ohnson Houseand theadjoining build-

Lott. The William Johnson House, therefore,
gninucstobea profctofthe Depariments
Hisoic Proprtes Trust Fnd Com:

Contributions to Froperties

Hi
und can be sent tothe Department of
Archivesand Hisory, P.O.Box571, Jackson,

on the Melros e afer dedication céremonics

i

rose s artof e Ntchis Natonal Historicl
Park. i
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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE
HARRISON COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM

BILOXI

NATCHEZ LITERARY
CONFERENCE DRAWS
PROMINENT AUTHORS

Stanley Hastings, Reference
Librarian for the Biloxi Library,
was among those who attended the
first annual Natchez Literary
Celebration in Natchez, held June

Lincoln Community College, this
informative and entertaining
conference featured a number of

Dr. Margaret Walker Alexander,
Dr. Pegay W. Prenshaw, and Dr.
Clayton James. Former Governor
William Winter presided.

Concurrent activities included
tours of the Historical Natchez
Collection, "Antiques Row,

two performances of the musical

version of Eudora Welty's "The ~

Robber Bridegroom”; and (490 pesctde
pPese D~

cerencny dedicating Rusal:e (the
DAR Shrine in Natchez) as
Registered National Ristoric
Landmark.

Plans are already underway for

available in the Reference area
of the Biloxi Main Library, or
way be cbtained through the mail
from: Natchez Literary
Celebration, P.0. Box 2282,
Natchez, MS 39121.
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Natchez Literary Celebration: a smash hit

By Carolyn Vance Smith

July 1990

ok ctes s arcmosdent
cians rubbed workd-class
policans tor three e o et

three-day celebration featured
hathare, The ez Trace: aLter
ary Legacy.” A series of lectures, ours,

Netcnex

“And everyone had asplendid time,”

said former Mississippi Gov. Willam F-

Winter, director of proceedings for the
clebraton

Theevent, sponsored by the Natchez

syndicated columist BilMinor, Missis-

College and
o fthe Misissppi Dopatmert

“I cannot find words 10 express my

appreciation for the honor that you did

meinletting me share i that unique and

felightful experience in Naichez.” Win-
said.

ard.

e 4 i et

as dverse as they were numerous,”
ot wrote.

“First credil for the overwhelming

success must goto Mrs. Carolyn Vance

authors as Eudora Welty o
Each

ar d:

P ek G
Aiso present were such academic

y
of Weltys play, “The Robber Bride-
room,” set on the Trac

Smith, Mrs
Mr. Kenneth Taylor, the planning com-
mitee, for through a year of careful
planning withthe scrupulous attentionto
doail, the committee made what was

indertaking seem

e
b of s 0. Douglas Lowis o
the National Gallery of Ar, bothof whom
gave lectures

In addition were such policians as.

‘gomery, Mike Parker andJerry Huckaby.

when ARA Services and the Co-Lin
Board of Trustees hosied an ouldoor

surely
absolutely effortiess,” he said
Plans are now beinglaid for the sec-

special guests.

, which in early
mmer 1991 will bo co-sponsored by

vring, wich was very genarously

0o Natonal
e aredatad o have i pree

of the meker\d -840 By Thames
president of Co:

1.000athers

Mo Natons ¥
Souitormte; minus<
aroway.

e ok oo e 1901 oo
ebratior

Theme for next years event s
" 5.1991: Celebrating the
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‘A chronicle of events and happenings along the Natchez Trace, past and present

| Melrose dedication marks new)
beginning for stately mansion

Iy Cugl. Didiske
Staff Wr

"o antebéliam Melroee, perhape the grandest of
Mississippl's famous Natchez mansions, stands high
and proud in its new role as the centerplece for a

s 9120
—

. & Hrs, Harion Saith
Co-Lin dunion College
270 Foster-Hound Road

Natchez,

u: no
ety of the dignitaries attending
s recent o ceremony in
Natchez, it has stirred some
excitement, indeed.

Witnessing and participating

in the dedication of Melrose to

the Natchez National Historical

Park on June 8 were Interior

Secretary Manuel Lufan Jr.:

Mississippt Senators Thad

Cochran and Trent Lott:

Mississipp! Representatives G. V. "Sonny” Montgomery
and Mike

EXT

440 pesct 2
,oa5€, 4

Volume 1, Number 2
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Interior Secretary addresses crowd at Melrose ceremony

gt the 80-acr plantation I Melros,desgncd by Marylan

mayors, restdnts L unierstis,  hause, the smokehouse, the dany 078 and spen two years resioring_ ative J

and many prvics, cotern housca, sable, car.  elrose's 16,000 square feel. 13 the oo Higdon & of o
‘wealth for atorney and plantr Johi

ummmnmeamm app planter
g Melrooe 1o 1o Just another prel _their o (wo-Toom pr. i s 871 mil T MeMurran. Aceoding o Historic
o pi.llx nl!pmm’uur ot The contined on page 1¢
e e
vmyof
mwndmuemn
mhmwmnlhmw

a igh point
wcek:m Iunl ezlebnuan of the
Nalotes Tace U e e it

Nekthe Ly Ceebratan, which
il become an annual st a0d
Lujans dedicaton of another ant
e Vitioas!
it Landmar. Fosle vas used

by G, Uiyses S, Grat
e o e ot
e Civ War.
Alllnllillun-dlzm\uzumufa George escen-
long; dant, M. and Mis. Georgc ‘Malin
Kelly and

.
has changed surprisingly 1ong-ago ea
Natchez oflman John Callon Davis

mne a.m.u s 145 yearsof s

e ed aat i was chosen or the

e e
T ke ot v ks i
e 1440 part 3

e T
ST e i

partor
e panied camas
Boorclols st cover

Not only the um remains

the entice complex sl
G Wiioting e woring
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Melrnse begins new eraasa national hlstorlcal park

from page 5 pisaton o e oton s cosays by the uniearac.”
Natches. Foumiutan Bxceutive e alowe i vl il (0 oot ol ey
e eademicaly and casicly o
2 US. o o Reprochiate sy “Though adepcd b he chimate o par i archlectur nthe
crcatng the the reglon, (Velrose and other natin. . and) never al{o meet the

backc

e e e e

antccedent for the romantic mage of

the Old South mprinted on our
consciousncss by Gone:

the Wind.*

“The carel presenvation f Melrose,

e added, makes 1 one of the op hs.

toric house.

“Rarely docs a bulding of such
high quality architecture survive
ntact with its landscaped grounds,
I and 15
||l array of serviee busings.” Mier

old

LR wrole an
borh viling arehiec, T

o
1940 e Sen
i a3

Melrose may be st but it will not.

likely be the only acquisition for
atchez Natinal Histoical Park. A

extensive area alon

bluff overlooking the Mississippt

“Though the 1990 appropriation
does not nchi

property around the fort i, t docs
allow the park service o continue &
sy of he bty o exning

e b year-id o

home of fieed slave snd Haciat

Willam Johnson of Naiches could
et addion.

‘and became a barber after his
hie ovner and probvave fiher)
feed hum n 1820, e was a prosper-

o ndbole i e 15305 1 1651

The Miesimappl Deparment of
and Htory s the

National mmmal Fakmanager
hat few national parks are
e one in Nathes. whics wilbe
quite different from the oncs at the
and Yellowstone.
s will bebu, bt
hesaid’

ing
For now, Melrose and its gar-

buldings are bein in daily
tours. but development plans
include Interpretation of the ou.

buldings and grounds and estab-
ishing a vistors center:




U.S. SENATOR / MISSISSIPPT
467 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BLDG.
‘WASHINGTON, D.C. 2051024
'AUGUST 1550

T

SENATORS, SEC. LUJAN DEDICATE NATCHEZ PARK

NATCHEZ, Miss. --
More than 1,000 people
gathered in Natchez,
Mississippi to watch the
‘pages of history turn in
Adams County.

Local, state and na-

importance of preserv-
ing symbols of Ameri-
can history.

"Melrose is not just
another pretty place. It
isa part of our past. The
Gothic architecture tells

ficial beginning of the
Natchez National His-
torical Park. Those at-
tending the event in-
cluded U.S. Secretary of
the Interior Manuel Lu-
jan Jr., US. Senators
Trent Lott and Thad 1988,

Cochran, USS, Represen- Sen. Lott stressed
tatives G.V. "Sonny" | NATCHEZ Hiss. —Metose o guide Fred Pag igh sscos acowd oding | the importance of ex-

Rosalie, and other his-
toric sites will be in-
cluded in the Natchez
National _Historical
Park, authorized by

tober 7,

and Mike | S catr panding and promoting
Parker, former Gov. L = rk.
William Winter, and. M|sslssippl autorBudoa Wely. —Now allweve gt o do s compleethe devlp:

The officials ment a the world aware of what we
tockcaly it Rt of stslssxppx s past, was_have here. Tthink we will get the next nstallment of
r to the National Park Service. The house money and Sec. Lujan's presence hereisabig plus,"Lott

said.

and accompanymg property was formally purch:
by the N.PS. for inclusion in the Natchez National ~ Theceremony was held in conjunction with a three-
Historical Park on May 15. day memy celebration, The Natchez Trace: Iis Liter-

During the ceremony,Sec. Lujan emphasized the

1990 pert
e 17
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The Natchez Literary Celebration
presents

The Natchez Trace: Its Literary Legacy

LR
2

Natchez, Mississippi
June 79, 1990

‘Sponsored by the Natchez Campus of Copiah-Lincoln Community College



The Natchez Liludry Celebration
present

The Natchez Trace: Its Literary Legacy

Natchez, Mi ippi
June 7+ 9 1990

Sponsored by the Natchez Campus of Copiah-Lincoin Community College
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DEDICATION
ROSALIE

Registered National Historic Landmark
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Presiding - Mrs. Monroe Tate Thigpen
ate Rosalle Chalrman
State Regent

Past Vice President Goneral, NSBAR

Invocation . - Mrs. Parks Cadman Porter

State Chaplain

Welcome ... - Mrs. Monroe Tate Thigpen

History of Rosalie ... - Mrs. William E. O'Hare
Historian, Rosalie Board

Honorary State Regent

Presentation of Certificate ... The Honorable Manuel Lujan, Jr.
Secretary of the Interior

Unveiling of Plaque . + The Honorable Manuel Ljan, r
illiam D. Lum, Sr.

Chapl:m, Rosalie Board

Acceptance of Certificate and Plaque - Margaret DeMoville

Regent

Remarks . Dale Kelly Love
VI(E Presrdenl Geneml NSDAR

Honorary State Regent

Benediction ...... Mls Willer(‘ Johnson

State Regent
Past Vice Presidans Goneral NeBin

June 7, 1990
5:45 p.m,

1490 pert 2
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The Adams County Board o Supe

15081960

Richard Wright Historic markzr Leremony

siohez Missssop,
00 pm. Satorday, Junc 9, 1990

Welcome and Introduction ...

Mr. George Dunkle
Desor 3onty N
Nt Comemion s Vi

Master of Ceremonies
Natchez Literary Celebration ..

. The Honorable Willam F. Winter
Hosi s s
oL
Markr Ul
'e“fw.xkcr Alexander
ot Loy
The Honorable David Armstor
TrgRor %
Mr. Georee Dunkley
D
e -
M. Kepneh oot
o B o e P
o Do s ey
D Bily B Trams
RE LTSS commntyCal
The Honorable Philip Wese
A o Bordof e

Special Remarks..

Dr. Mamm Walker Alexander

Musical Sel Holy Family Cath, ospel Choir
o Ao Sheoy s
a Mr.
Refreshments Courtyard of
Hosts: Historic Natches Foundation, SV hore o Kb S,
M Dot of e snd Hicory nd a free African-American)

Natonal Socicty of Colonal Dar
of Americ i the St of Mgt

This ceremony is a special highlight of the 1990 Natches Literary Celebration.
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THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

'REQUESTS THE PLEASURE OF YOUR COMPANY AT
THE PUBLIC DEDICATION CEREMONY OF

MELROSE

THE FIRST ACQUISITION FOR THE
NATCHEZ NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

6:30 P, FRIDAY, JUNE 8, 1990
FRONT LAWN OF MELROSE
NATCHEZ, MississiPpl

o reacn
ks »....m.‘. i o e
Conca o vt Mssin Sy Oxcas
[ R —

[ re————
e
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The 1990 Natchez Literary Celebration

presents

The Natchez Trace:
Its Literary Legacy

Natchez, Mississippi
June 7-9

Lincoln Community College

490 pert
page 3|






Eudora Welty
Saturday, Jun 9, following a7







