
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
STATE INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING

July 21, 2005

BE IT REMEMBERED, That the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning of the State of
Mississippi met in an interim session at the Board Office in Jackson, Mississippi, at 8:50 a.m., and pursuant to
notice in writing in accordance with Miss Code Ann. § 25-41-13.  At the above-named place there were present
the following members to wit:  Mr. H. Ed Blakeslee, Mr. Thomas W. Colbert, Dr. Stacy Davidson, Dr. D. E.
Magee, Jr., Dr. Bettye Henderson Neely, Ms. Virginia Shanteau Newton, Mr. Aubrey B. Patterson, Ms. Robin
J. Robinson, Mr. Scott Ross, and Ms. Amy Whitten.  Mr. Roy Klumb and Mr. Bob Owens were absent.  The
meeting was called to order by Ms. Virginia Shanteau Newton, President.

THE BOARD RECESSED TO CONDUCT THE COMMISSIONER SEARCH COMMITTEE
MEETING.

Commissioner Search Committee Report
Wednesday, July 20, 2005

The committee was brought to order Ms. Virginia Shanteau Newton, Chair.
1. Executive Session

On motion by Ms. Whitten, and unanimously passed by those present, the committee voted to close the
meeting to determine whether or not it should declare an Executive Session.  On motion by Mr.
Blakeslee, seconded by Mr. Patterson, and unanimously passed by those present, the committee voted
to go into Executive Session for the reason later reported by the Chair in Open Session and stated in
these minutes, as follows:

Interviews of the potential candidates for the Commissioner of Higher Education position.

On motion by Ms. Whitten, seconded by Mr. Patterson, and unanimously passed by those present,
the committee voted to return to Open Session.

The committee conducted interviews of the finalists for the position of Commissioner of Higher
Education.  

THE COMMITTEE RECESSED AT 7:45 P.M. ON JULY 20, 2005.
The following committee members attended the meeting: Ms. Virginia Shanteau Newton (Chair), Mr. Ed
Blakeslee, Mr. Aubrey Patterson, and Ms. Amy Whitten.  Other Board members attending the meeting were:
Mr. Thomas Colbert, Dr. Stacy Davidson, Dr. D. E. Magee, Dr. Bettye Neely, Mr. Bob Owens, and Mr. Scott
Ross.

THE COMMITTEE RECONVENED ON JULY 21, 2005 AT 8:55 A.M.

Ms. Newton called the meeting to order.
1. Executive Session

On motion by Ms. Whitten, and unanimously passed by those present, the committee voted to close the
meeting to determine whether or not it should declare an Executive Session.  On motion by Mr.
Blakeslee, seconded by Mr. Patterson, and unanimously passed by those present, the committee voted
to go into Executive Session for the reason later reported by the Chair in Open Session and stated in
these minutes, as follows:

Discussion of the candidates for the position of Commissioner of Higher Education.

On motion by Ms. Whitten, seconded by Mr. Patterson, and unanimously passed by those present,
the committee voted to return to Open Session.
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On motion by Mr. Blakeslee, seconded by Mr. Patterson, and unanimously passed by those
present, the committee recommended that the Board approve the selection of Dr. Thomas C.
Meredith, Chancellor of the University System of Georgia, as the next Commissioner of Higher
Education.

THE COMMITTEE ADJOURNED AT 9:15 A.M. ON JULY 21, 2005.
The following committee members attended the meeting: Ms. Virginia Shanteau Newton (Chair), Mr. Ed
Blakeslee, Mr. Aubrey Patterson, and Ms. Amy Whitten.  Other Board members attending the meeting were:
Mr. Thomas Colbert, Dr. Stacy Davidson, Dr. D. E. Magee, Dr. Bettye Neely, and Ms. Robin Robinson.

THE BOARD RECONVENED AT 9:19 A.M. ON JULY 21, 2005.

OTHER BUSINESS

On motion by Mr. Blakeslee, seconded by Ms. Whitten, with Mr. Klumb, Mr. Owens, and Mr. Ross absent and
not voting, the Board approved the Commissioner Search Committee’s recommendation to appoint Dr. Thomas
C. Meredith, Chancellor of the University System of Georgia, to the position of Commissioner of Higher
Education.

Ms. Newton introduced Dr. Meredith and his wife, Susan.  Dr. Meredith thanked the Board and expressed his
excitement over working with the members in the near future.  An exact start date for Dr. Meredith has not been
determined yet.  Ms. Newton thanked Dr. Richard Crofts for his effort as interim Commissioner.  Dr. Crofts will
continue through the transition period.

THE BOARD RECESSED FOR A PRESS CONFERENCE AND THEN RECONVENED.

On motion by Mr. Ross, seconded by Dr. Davidson, with Mr. Klumb and Mr. Owens absent and not voting, the
minutes  record Mr. Ross as voting “aye” on the appointment of Dr. Meredith as the new Commissioner.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Board, on motion by Dr. Davidson, seconded by Mr.
Colbert, with Mr. Klumb and Mr. Owens absent and not voting, the Board members voted to adjourn.

         Virginia Shanteau Newton                                       
President, Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning

      Richard A. Crofts                                                                   
Commissioner, Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning


