
OFFICE OF INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES 
Summary of State Board of Education Agenda Items 

July 14-15, 2005 
 
 
OFFICE OF STUDENT ASSESSMENT 
 
01. Approval of revisions to the Guidelines for Testing Students with Disabilities 

(Has cleared the Administrative Procedures Act process with public comments) 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The policy is being revised to reflect changes in the assessment of students with 
disabilities as required by No Child Left Behind and subsequent regulations 
issued by the U.S. Department of Education.  Significant changes include the 
requirement that all eligible students, including students with disabilities, 
participate in elementary and middle grades science assessment.  Also, all 
guidelines regarding the testing of English language learners (ELL) have been 
removed and placed in a separate document (Guidelines for Educational 
Services and Assessments for English Language Learners).  All proposed 
revisions will be effective beginning July 15, 2005, for school year 2005-2006.   
 
The majority of the public comments referencing the Guidelines for Testing 
Students with Disabilities were submitted for clarification.  Minor changes were 
made to the Guidelines in response to the comments as points of clarification. 
 
Significant changes to the Guidelines for Testing Students with Disabilities are as 
follows: 
 

• The requirement that students who will never take Algebra I or English II 
must be assessed during 10th grade using a low-stakes Alternate 
Assessment covering the mathematics and reading/language goals in 
their IEPs was deleted based on clarification from US Department of 
Education.   

• The use of Braille on the TerraNova (NRT) test has been changed to an 
allowable accommodation in lieu of a non-allowable accommodation after 
a thorough review based on the public comments. 

• Information regarding the Alternate Assessment based on the Extended 
Curriculum Frameworks for Significantly Cognitively Disabled (SCD) 
students was added. 

 
Back-up material attached 
 
Recommendation:  Approval 
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