SNy,

MISSISSIPPI EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENC  _-gSSI8s5s.

S
D) 9@

/ :‘* ‘z

7 =}

A /<]

"'o "", Xz "'év‘i

W A4
e Pl
""“\%ﬂ&éﬁ&i&g

CONTACT: AMY BISSELL, PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER (601) 352-9100
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE DECEMBER 27,2000 8:00 A.M.
SUBJECT: SBA DECLARESLAUDERDALE COUNTY A DISASTER AREA

(JACKSON) — The U.S. Small Business Administrati&BA) has declared Lauderdale County eligible fieaster
assistance following severe weather and tornadwdsimmpacted the Lauderdale County area. Fedenalriterest
disaster loans are now available from the U. S.ISBsiness Administration (SBA), Disaster AssistarProgram
for homeowners, renters, landlords, and businesemnocated in Lauderdale County and the contiguidaunties
of Clarke, Jasper, Kemper, Neshoba, and Newton issibtippi. This assistance is available to thogé any
uninsured or underinsured damages caused by tleesstorms, damaging winds, and tornadoes thati@cton
December 16, 2000, according to Janita Stewart,’SBUssissippi district director.

SBA’s Disaster Area Director Michael C. Allen anmeed yesterday that a temporary SBA disaster lgaistance
office will open on Thursday, December 28 at thederdale Emergency Management Agency, 1319&&nue
in Meridian. The applications can be filed beghnirhursday, December 28 through Saturday, DeceBh&om
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The office will be closedew Years Day and re-open on Tuesday, Januamgn2 9:00
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. weekdays, and will remain opeti further notice.

"The state, through the Mississippi Emergency Menagnt Agency, has worked closely with SBA officiabs
bring the greatest amount of financial assistarassiple to the people of the storm damaged coyhsasd Gov.
Ronnie Musgrove. "We hope this assistance willthate affected by these storms in their recoverggss."

Applications for loans for physical damage may iedfuntil the close of business on February 22)128nd for
economic injury until the close of business on 8eqiter 22, 2001.

SBA offers loans of up to $200,000 to repair disesiamaged homes. Homeowners and renters arelelfgibup

to $40,000 to replace personal property. Loansuginesses and non-profit organizations of up t& $dillion are
also available to repair damage to real estatehimewy and equipment, inventory, etc. EconomiciiyjDisaster
Loans (EIDL’s) also may be made to small businessegble to pay bills and meet expenses becaushiof t
disaster. Interest rates can be as low as 3.5@pewndth loan terms up to 30 years. Actual loan amt® and terms
are set by SBA and are based upon each applidaraiscial condition.

“We want everyone who had any damages caused lsethere storms, damaging winds, and tornadoesne ¢o
and personally meet with an SBA loan officer. Ladficers will be glad to answer any questions dlibe disaster
loan program, give you a disaster loan applicatiamd provide as much help as needed with complétirg
application,” Allen said.

Also, the State's Disaster Housing Program wasé@mphted statewide on December 19, 2000. Peopleewhos
homes were made unlivable by the storms may apptytlie assistance by callingr800-434-4243. Both
homeowners and renters may apply. The Disasterihigi®rogram was established by the Mississippi ¢lagire

to assist Mississippians in recovering from the&§ of a disaster. The application process taliestdive minutes

to complete. Callers should have on hand socialrggcnumbers and insurance settlement informapaor to
calling.

Homeowners may qualify for up to three months fdeassistance, or, if they choose not to apply femtal
assistance, may be eligible for minimal repair stasice in an amount up to the amount they woule hegeived
for rental assistance. Renters may qualify for orenth rental assistance and are not eligible teivecrepair
funding.
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