MISSISSIPP| EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
MISSISSIPPI OFFICE OF HOMELAND SECURITY
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CONTACT: AMY CARRUTH, PUBLIC RELATIONSDIRECTOR (601) 352-9100
MEMA Newsline 1-800-441-6362

SUBJECT: Homeland Security Advisory Date: October 25, 2002

(Jackson) — The Mississippi Emergency Managemeenggurges all citizens to report any
suspicious or unusual activity at railroads antbmadges, rail yards, and rail crossings to the
local law enforcement. Every Mississippian hasitical role to play in the security and safety
of our state.

“Citizens are the most important element in keegingState safe. Informed and alert citizens
that report unusual activity in neighborhoods aochimunities could be the one element that
prevents or disrupts future terrorist attacks,tilsaobert Latham, director of Homeland Security

for Mississippi.

The Current Elevated Condition isYellow. An Elevated Condition is declared when there is a
significant risk of terrorist attacks. In addititmthe Protective Measures taken in the previous
Threat Conditions, Federal departments and agesb@sdd consider the following general
measures in addition to the Protective Measurdghies will develop and implement:

1. Increasing surveillance of critical locations;
2. Coordinating emergency plans as appropriate maarby jurisdictions;

3. Assessing whether the precise characteristit®edhreat require the further
refinement of preplanned Protective Measures; and

4. Implementing, as appropriate, contingency andrgency response plans.

MEMA recommends that families decide how each meshioeild act if a disaster occurs. The
family should also designate an out-of-state rgiabr friend as a contact person. That way,
each member can check in with the contact persen iéthey have become separated during the
disaster. The family should also discuss what td teey are asked to evacuate, including what
to bring and how to deal with family pets. Oldeildten can also be given tasks, such as
locating important items, shutting off utilities watching out for younger children.

Families can also collect and store basic emergeupplies to ensure their safety and comfort
should disruptions occur in transportation, elecity or water supplies occur. For example:

Store three days worth of drinking water and fo@s$pecially food that does not need to
be cooked, such as dried fruits and nuts, cannedigigpeanut butter and crackers. Be
sure to have on hand a non-electric can openereW&n be stored in plastic jugs, such
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as soft drink bottles. The average person needgjtmas of water per day to drink and
two quarts for sanitation. Remember to store watet food for pets as well.

« Have some cash on hand for daily expendituresgdbnt hoard large sums of money.

« Have battery-powered flashlights with extra batsrand battery-powered radios. Don't
rely on candles for lighting in case of power fadluas they are very dangerous.

« Make sure you have a first aid kit that includepamant medications for all members of
the family.

« Consider buying a camp stove, small generator beoitems that might be useful if
utilities were unavailable. Remember to test yamagator when you first get it and
always run it outdoors.
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