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Did you know that floods are responsible for moaendge than any other natural disaster? That floods
cause at least $1 billion in property damage ea&ein ind have caused an average of $3.7 billioanmede
annually since 1988? Most alarming, that from 1810999, an annual average of 110 people haveidlied
floods?

Flooding can and will occur during any month of ylgar and in any portion of the state. The risiogt of
natural disasters over the past three decades e itimperative for both the State and local
governments to identify effective ways to reduckerability to disasters. Due to its geographizakion,
Mississippi is most susceptible to riverine andstakflooding.

In 1991, FEMA conducted an assessment of floodgaies within the United States. Mississippi was
determined to have 5.2 million acres of floodphaithin its total of 30,024,960 acres. This findiramked
the state as fifth in total floodplain acres. NBsgpi presently ranks as number eight in the “Tep”
category of repetitive loss properties within theitdd States, with over $117 million paid to 3,406
policyholders since 1978.

During the winter of 1998, the State began an itewgrof the 3,090 properties in question, the first
comprehensive attempt to be made by any stateg asirand held Global Positioning System (GPS) @evic
and a digital camera. For the past two yearspuarieams of Federal and State personnel havenettai
the locations of 1,901 structures found within Boéiprone communities. This information has been
entered into a database program, which is linkead Geographic Information System (GIS) programe Th
anticipated result of this initiative is to providgool to local governments, which can readilyniifg high-
risk properties.

The greatest financial protection from flood damesge flood insurance policy. There is a miscoticep
that homeowners insurance covers flood damagegs dot. Any homeowner or business owner, whose
structure is located within a community which pagates in the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP), can obtain a flood insurance policy, redgsd of the location of the structure. With the
approaching advent of Hurricane season (Jdhatiwould be advisable to purchase flood insuearsince
there is a 30-day waiting period for the policygminto effect.



