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GOVERNOR PROCAIMS MAY 7-11 TOURISM WEEK
Industry Enhances Economic Development

JACKSON, MISS., May 1 — Governor Ronnie Musgroes broclaimed May 7
through 13, 2000, as TOURISM WEEK in Mississippi.

Governor Musgrove stated in the Proclamation, “faeel and tourism industry
is tremendously important to Mississippi, contribgtto employment economic
prosperity, international trade and relations, peaaderstanding, and goodwill.”

Darienne Wilson, director, Tourism Developmentjasibn of the Mississippi
Department of Economic and Community Developmeiat, S&roup travelers,
conventioneers and individual consumers spenddéesesxof $5.57 billion in Mississippi
annually. These travelers generate over $444.8milh state and local tax revenues.
Due to the diversity of spending on travel, a wideety of jobs at every skill level are
created. Tourism provides jobs for over 89,600 woskn Mississippi.

Governor Musgrove encouraged Mississippians to@ipe public awareness
campaign, “Tourism Works For America.” National Tiem Week (NTW) is celebrated
by hospitality industries nationwide in an effartdraw attention to the economic impact
of tourism on the local, as well as the state attbnal levels.

The Mississippi Department of Economic and ComityuDevelopment’s
Tourism Development Division, convention and visstbureaus and tourism councils
statewide will be celebrating National Tourism Weeth a variety of planned activities

and events in Mississippi, May 7 through 13, 2000.
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