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Per sonal:

* Born in Monticello, MS; mother was a librarian aather was a principal

» Bachelor’'s degree from JSU

» Master's and a doctorate from Indiana University

» Divorced

* Once told an interviewer that he split politicaliith his family and registered as a
Republican because “the guys that were lynchingveie all Democrats” (Washington
Post, 12/30/00)

Awards
 Council of the Great City Schools’ Richard Green ak#v as the nation’s most
outstanding urban educator in 1999
* McGraw Prize in Education (only the 5th Americapatintendent to win)

Philosophy
 Make sure that every student gets a first-classcatthn, by keeping schools safe.
Learning, backed by results, is the key. Parerdgsat customers, but partners. (NPR
profile, 11/9/00)

Professional

» Served 10 years as Dean of the College of Educatiohexas Southern University:
established the Center for Excellence in Urban Btloe, a research facility that
concentrates on issues related to instruction aarbigement in urban school systems

* Served 10 years as member of the Houston Indepefa@ool Board: co-authored the
board’'s A Declaration of Beliefs and Visions which called for fundamental reform
through decentralization, a focus on instructiomcaantability at all levels and
development of a core curriculum across the distric

» Superintendent of the Houston Independent Schagitibti (HISD) since February 1994
(His selection did not include a national searchjcW incensed leaders of Houston'’s
Hispanic community.):



1. supported a school voucher policy that allowed sdvdozen students from
HISD’s poorest-performing schools to attend noreséa private schools, using
public funds. Few students made the move and ribgrgm has not caught on,
not least because the private schools generally mose than the taxpayer
money provided to the students. Criticized for gudicy, Paige said limited
market competition can be a positive force andreasehat public schools will
win the competition in the end. Paige requiredgig schools taking vouchers to
give state tests and to publish scores just likgipschools. Paige wrote in an
Education Week column in November that “we belighvet public funds should
go to students, not institutions, and there may ltiene when vouchers will be
part of the mix.” During his January l@onfirmation hearing, Paige stated,
“There’s room for us to talk about this.” He t@e@nators that he is not burdened
“with any particular entrenchment as far as ideglisgnvolved.”;

2. created the Peer Examination, Evaluation and RgadBIEER) program which
solicits recommendations from business and commupifessionals for
strengthening school support services and programs;

3. launched system of 20 charter schools that havedbruthority regarding
staffing, textbooks and materials;

4. beefed up graduation requirements (NOTE: | coubd find details as to
increases.);

5. implemented reading program that blends phonicsvemale language, with an
emphasis on phonics;

6. HISD was the first district in TX to institute perfmance contracts modeled on
those in the private sector, whereby senior staffnimers’ continued employment
is based on their performance;

7. Principals work at the pleasure of the Superintatidbeir contracts are linked to
student performance, but their salaries jumped f$4%5,000 to $52,000.
Principals have leeway in selecting staff membesgending money and
contracting for services;

8. introduced teacher incentive pay which rewards heec for outstanding
performance and creative solutions to educatioradlpms;

9. contracted with firms for food services, facilitiemaintenance, payroll and
personnel management;

10. contracted with an outside firm to operate altémeatchools for hundreds of
students with discipline problems; and,

11. adopted the innovative management system callech-#aent Management
which is built uponModel-Netics, a comprehensive management trainitdy a
development program. It literally means "modeladtion.” The Basic Course in
Model-Netics is composed of 151 management motalsftinction as guides to
thought and action.

HISD Results

Between 1994 and 1999, the proportion of studeatsipg the Texas Assessment of
Academic Skills rose from 49% to 74%.

Under the district’'s own accountability measure$SBl has 20 “exemplary” public
schools, twice the number as in 1999. The numlbeschools designated as “low-
performing” and “low-acceptable” has dropped froBté 18 in the last year.

Middle schools and high schools have been slow dach the exemplary and
“recognized” categories: just one high school ame middle school are rated
“exemplary” this year.



Praise of Paige

Gayle Fallon, president of the Houston Federatioheachers, says Paige has been good
at getting a real reading program in Houston. f&he choice at the schools, but the
program has to be research-based.” (Education \©#4/00)

“Our union and local leadership in Houston haveogefl a good relationship with Mr.
Paige during his tenure as Houston's school suigeritent. We hope to continue this
spirit of cooperation at the national level. Higerience in urban education will be
helpful in keeping the nation’s schools on the gatheform. Urban school districts in
particular have begun to show considerable progresaising test scores and turning
around low-performing schools.” (12/29/00 statetmey Sandra Feldman, President,
American Federation of Teachers on Paige’s nonangti

Frederick Hess, assistant professor at the Untyen§iVirginia, said that Paige is going
to look at vouchers only so far as they further ttmproved reading and improved
learning, specifically of minority and low incomhilkeren. (Washington Post, 12/30/00)

Criticism of Paige

Some parents and teachers say he doesn't listeritneeds. (NPR profile, 11/9/00)
Gayle Fallon, president of the Houston FederatibMeachers, says Paige has given
principals too much authority. Some principalstwysave money by not hiring enough
gualified teachers and this puts stress on theafetite teaching staff. (NPR profile,
11/9/00)

Paul Ofield, Executive Director of the Houston Asation of School Administrators,
worries that Paige’s rhetoric as to performance arabuntability might be too strong.
“It's very easy to say that all schools will be mygary, but it's like saying every child
will score 100% on a test. All kids can learn, maime learn at different levels.”
(Education Week, 10/4/00)

Iris Perkins, a past president of the Houston CibusfcPTAs worries that kinks in
privatization of some HISD services need to be wdrut: schools are not always clean
and there have been complaints that the food isalvetys good. (Education Week,
10/4/00)

Areas of agreement

Although our approach is different, we share thmesgoal of ensuring that every child
receives a quality education which prepares theenter into the workforce or into the
higher education system.

Dr. Paige is a proven leader in urban schools, kewemost of our schools are not
considered urban. This administration will congnto work with the Legislature and
Mississippi’s educational leaders to identify effee programs for our students and to
identify those areas in which we can improve.

Dr. Paige supports increased accountability. With2000 education accountability bill
and Dr. Richard Thompson’s leadership, our schdbkir administrators, faculty and
students—are measuring real progress, recognizieficiencies and rewarding
excellence. Encouraging progress from the classy@ge can expect great things for our
schools and more importantly for our students.

Dr. Paige recognizes the importance of business camimunity leaders’ support in
improving education.

Dr. Paige strongly supports reading programs andgrézes the impact that a student’s
reading skills can have on the student’s educdtiexjzerience.



Partisan Positions (Commentsreflect the position of the DNC.)

Democrats Republicans
Federal Assistance for Education Support Oppose

Federal assistance for public education helps sstatel local school districts give all
children a chance to achieve the American drearprbparing them to make a living,
participate in our democracy, enjoy the arts, amtaed.

Voluntary National Reading and
Math Exams Support Oppose

The Clinton-Gore Administration has begun develgpwoluntary national reading
exams for & graders and math exams fd? §raders which make clear what students
need to know in order to graduate and succeeckiertirerging global economy.

Goals 2000 Support Oppose

The Goals 2000 program helps states and localalsstmprove teaching and learning by
supporting the development and implementation othoacademic standards in core
academic subjects.

Education Infrastructure Improvements Support Qppo

The Clinton-Gore Administration has proposed heapstates and local school districts
repair crumbling schools and alleviate overcrowding

Title IX Support Oppose

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 in@eseducational opportunities for all
Americans by prohibiting gender discrimination idueation programs and activities
receiving federal assistance.

Bilingual Education Support Oppose

Bilingual education increases educational oppotiesifor our nation’s 2.8 million
limited-English proficient students by requiringeth to spend a significant portion of
their day learning English while allowing them ttudy core academic subjects in
English and/or their native language until they teaEnglish.

Private School Vouchers Oppose Support

Private school vouchers undermine public schoolichvare open to all students, and
shift public funds to private schools, which carlage students based on their ability to

pay.



