
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 6, 2002 
 
 
Ms. Robin Whitfield 
Mendenhall High School 
207 Circle Drive 
Mendenhall, Mississippi  39114 
 
 
Dear Ms. Whitfield: 
 

I want to thank you for writing me regarding the funding of education in 
Mississippi.  I want to first assure you that education remains my top priority.  

 
My office was required by state law to announce mandatory reductions to 

education funding this past February.  It is the Legislature’s responsibility to appropriate 
money, but the Governor is charged with “balancing the checkbook.”  I vetoed the budget 
last spring when it was passed by the Legislature because it was built on overly optimistic 
revenue projections.   

 
Working together during this past legislative session, the Legislature and I 

reached common ground on several priorities that are important to the citizens of 
Mississippi, including educating our children, creating jobs and protecting our 
communities.  The Legislature increased its initial budget recommendation for education 
to equal that of mine, which fully funds the teacher pay raise, funds the Adequate 
Education Program at its current level, and provides school supplies for our teachers.  We 
have to give our schools and our teachers the tools for success, not unfunded mandates.   
 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts regarding education funding with me.  It is 
always encouraging to see our administrators’ and teachers’ support for their schools. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
RONNIE MUSGROVE 

 
RM:  klr



 
 
 
 
 
 

May 6, 2002 
 
 
Mr. Christopher Taylor 
1066 Highway 44 East 
McComb, Mississippi  39648 
 
 
Dear Mr. Taylor: 
 

I want to thank you for writing me regarding the funding of education in 
Mississippi.  I want to first assure you that education remains my top priority.  

 
My office was required by state law to announce mandatory reductions to 

education funding this past February.  It is the Legislature’s responsibility to appropriate 
money, but the Governor is charged with “balancing the checkbook.”  I vetoed the budget 
last spring when it was passed by the Legislature because it was built on overly optimistic 
revenue projections.   

 
Working together during this past legislative session, the Legislature and I 

reached common ground on several priorities that are important to the citizens of 
Mississippi, including educating our children, creating jobs and protecting our 
communities.  The Legislature increased its initial budget recommendation for education 
to equal that of mine, which fully funds the teacher pay raise, funds the Adequate 
Education Program at its current level, and provides school supplies for our teachers.  We 
have to give our schools and our teachers the tools for success, not unfunded mandates.   
 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts regarding education funding with me.  It is 
always encouraging to see our administrators’ and teachers’ support for their schools. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
RONNIE MUSGROVE 

 
RM:  klr



 
 
 
 
 
 

May 6, 2002 
 
 
Ms. Sounnia Wallace 
2178 Goodwill Loop SW 
Brookhaven, Mississippi  39601 
 
 
Dear Ms. Wallace: 
 

I want to thank you for writing me regarding the funding of education in 
Mississippi.  I want to first assure you that education remains my top priority.  

 
My office was required by state law to announce mandatory reductions to 

education funding this past February.  It is the Legislature’s responsibility to appropriate 
money, but the Governor is charged with “balancing the checkbook.”  I vetoed the budget 
last spring when it was passed by the Legislature because it was built on overly optimistic 
revenue projections.   

 
Working together during this past legislative session, the Legislature and I 

reached common ground on several priorities that are important to the citizens of 
Mississippi, including educating our children, creating jobs and protecting our 
communities.  The Legislature increased its initial budget recommendation for education 
to equal that of mine, which fully funds the teacher pay raise, funds the Adequate 
Education Program at its current level, and provides school supplies for our teachers.  We 
have to give our schools and our teachers the tools for success, not unfunded mandates.   
 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts regarding education funding with me.  It is 
always encouraging to see our administrators’ and teachers’ support for their schools. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
RONNIE MUSGROVE 

 
RM:  klr



 
 
 
 
 
 

May 6, 2002 
 
 
Ms. Belinda Dammen 
3510 Nathan Hale Avenue 
Pascagoula, Mississippi  39581 
 
 
Dear Ms. Dammen: 
 

I want to thank you for writing me regarding the funding of education in 
Mississippi.  I want to first assure you that education remains my top priority.  

 
My office was required by state law to announce mandatory reductions to 

education funding this past February.  It is the Legislature’s responsibility to appropriate 
money, but the Governor is charged with “balancing the checkbook.”  I vetoed the budget 
last spring when it was passed by the Legislature because it was built on overly optimistic 
revenue projections.   

 
Working together during this past legislative session, the Legislature and I 

reached common ground on several priorities that are important to the citizens of 
Mississippi, including educating our children, creating jobs and protecting our 
communities.  The Legislature increased its initial budget recommendation for education 
to equal that of mine, which fully funds the teacher pay raise, funds the Adequate 
Education Program at its current level, and provides school supplies for our teachers.  We 
have to give our schools and our teachers the tools for success, not unfunded mandates.   
 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts regarding education funding with me.  It is 
always encouraging to see our administrators’ and teachers’ support for their schools. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
RONNIE MUSGROVE 

 
RM:  klr



 
 
 
 
 
 

May 6, 2002 
 
 
Ms. Sarah Purvis 
600 Purvis Street 
Wiggins, Mississippi  39577 
 
 
Dear Ms. Purvis: 
 

I want to thank you for writing me regarding the funding of education in 
Mississippi.  I want to first assure you that education remains my top priority.  

 
My office was required by state law to announce mandatory reductions to 

education funding this past February.  It is the Legislature’s responsibility to appropriate 
money, but the Governor is charged with “balancing the checkbook.”  I vetoed the budget 
last spring when it was passed by the Legislature because it was built on overly optimistic 
revenue projections.   

 
Working together during this past legislative session, the Legislature and I 

reached common ground on several priorities that are important to the citizens of 
Mississippi, including educating our children, creating jobs and protecting our 
communities.  The Legislature increased its initial budget recommendation for education 
to equal that of mine, which fully funds the teacher pay raise, funds the Adequate 
Education Program at its current level, and provides school supplies for our teachers.  We 
have to give our schools and our teachers the tools for success, not unfunded mandates.   
 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts regarding education funding with me.  It is 
always encouraging to see our administrators’ and teachers’ support for their schools. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
RONNIE MUSGROVE 

 
RM:  klr



 
 
 
 
 
 

May 6, 2002 
 
 
Ms. Jennifer Craft 
P.O. Box 174 
Raleigh, Mississippi  39153 
 
 
Dear Ms. Craft: 
 

I want to thank you for writing me regarding the funding of education in 
Mississippi.  I want to first assure you that education remains my top priority.  

 
My office was required by state law to announce mandatory reductions to 

education funding this past February.  It is the Legislature’s responsibility to appropriate 
money, but the Governor is charged with “balancing the checkbook.”  I vetoed the budget 
last spring when it was passed by the Legislature because it was built on overly optimistic 
revenue projections.   

 
Working together during this past legislative session, the Legislature and I 

reached common ground on several priorities that are important to the citizens of 
Mississippi, including educating our children, creating jobs and protecting our 
communities.  The Legislature increased its initial budget recommendation for education 
to equal that of mine, which fully funds the teacher pay raise, funds the Adequate 
Education Program at its current level, and provides school supplies for our teachers.  We 
have to give our schools and our teachers the tools for success, not unfunded mandates.   
 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts regarding education funding with me.  It is 
always encouraging to see our administrators’ and teachers’ support for their schools. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
RONNIE MUSGROVE 

 
RM:  klr



 
 
 
 
 
 

May 6, 2002 
 
 
Ms. Peggy Feinberg 
Pascagoula High School 
11716 Tucker Street 
Pascagoula, Mississippi  39567 
 
 
Dear Ms. Feinberg: 
 

I want to thank you for writing me regarding the funding of education in 
Mississippi.  I want to first assure you that education remains my top priority.  

 
My office was required by state law to announce mandatory reductions to 

education funding this past February.  It is the Legislature’s responsibility to appropriate 
money, but the Governor is charged with “balancing the checkbook.”  I vetoed the budget 
last spring when it was passed by the Legislature because it was built on overly optimistic 
revenue projections.   

 
Working together during this past legislative session, the Legislature and I 

reached common ground on several priorities that are important to the citizens of 
Mississippi, including educating our children, creating jobs and protecting our 
communities.  The Legislature increased its initial budget recommendation for education 
to equal that of mine, which fully funds the teacher pay raise, funds the Adequate 
Education Program at its current level, and provides school supplies for our teachers.  We 
have to give our schools and our teachers the tools for success, not unfunded mandates.   
 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts regarding education funding with me.  It is 
always encouraging to see our administrators’ and teachers’ support for their schools. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
RONNIE MUSGROVE 

 
RM:  klr



 
 
 
 
 
 

May 6, 2002 
 
 
Ms. Rhonda Hariel 
157 Slade Woodward Road 
Poplarville, Mississippi  39470 
 
 
Dear Ms. Hariel: 
 

I want to thank you for writing me regarding the funding of education in 
Mississippi.  I want to first assure you that education remains my top priority.  

 
My office was required by state law to announce mandatory reductions to 

education funding this past February.  It is the Legislature’s responsibility to appropriate 
money, but the Governor is charged with “balancing the checkbook.”  I vetoed the budget 
last spring when it was passed by the Legislature because it was built on overly optimistic 
revenue projections.   

 
Working together during this past legislative session, the Legislature and I 

reached common ground on several priorities that are important to the citizens of 
Mississippi, including educating our children, creating jobs and protecting our 
communities.  The Legislature increased its initial budget recommendation for education 
to equal that of mine, which fully funds the teacher pay raise, funds the Adequate 
Education Program at its current level, and provides school supplies for our teachers.  We 
have to give our schools and our teachers the tools for success, not unfunded mandates.   
 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts regarding education funding with me.  It is 
always encouraging to see our administrators’ and teachers’ support for their schools. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
RONNIE MUSGROVE 

 
RM:  klr



 
 
 
 
 
 

May 6, 2002 
 
 
Ms. Peggy Hosey 
Taylorsville Attendance Center 
P.O. Box 8 
Taylorsville, Mississippi  39168 
 
 
Dear Ms. Hosey: 
 

I want to thank you for writing me regarding the funding of education in 
Mississippi.  I want to first assure you that education remains my top priority.  

 
My office was required by state law to announce mandatory reductions to 

education funding this past February.  It is the Legislature’s responsibility to appropriate 
money, but the Governor is charged with “balancing the checkbook.”  I vetoed the budget 
last spring when it was passed by the Legislature because it was built on overly optimistic 
revenue projections.   

 
Working together during this past legislative session, the Legislature and I 

reached common ground on several priorities that are important to the citizens of 
Mississippi, including educating our children, creating jobs and protecting our 
communities.  The Legislature increased its initial budget recommendation for education 
to equal that of mine, which fully funds the teacher pay raise, funds the Adequate 
Education Program at its current level, and provides school supplies for our teachers.  We 
have to give our schools and our teachers the tools for success, not unfunded mandates.   
 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts regarding education funding with me.  It is 
always encouraging to see our administrators’ and teachers’ support for their schools. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
RONNIE MUSGROVE 

 
RM:  klr



 
 
 
 
 
 

May 6, 2002 
 
 
Mr. Aaron Brackett 
750 Blue Meadow Road 
Bay St. Louis, Mississippi  39520 
 
 
Dear Mr. Brackett: 
 

I want to thank you for writing me regarding the funding of education in 
Mississippi.  I want to first assure you that education remains my top priority.  

 
My office was required by state law to announce mandatory reductions to 

education funding this past February.  It is the Legislature’s responsibility to appropriate 
money, but the Governor is charged with “balancing the checkbook.”  I vetoed the budget 
last spring when it was passed by the Legislature because it was built on overly optimistic 
revenue projections.   

 
Working together during this past legislative session, the Legislature and I 

reached common ground on several priorities that are important to the citizens of 
Mississippi, including educating our children, creating jobs and protecting our 
communities.  The Legislature increased its initial budget recommendation for education 
to equal that of mine, which fully funds the teacher pay raise, funds the Adequate 
Education Program at its current level, and provides school supplies for our teachers.  We 
have to give our schools and our teachers the tools for success, not unfunded mandates.   
 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts regarding education funding with me.  It is 
always encouraging to see our administrators’ and teachers’ support for their schools. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
RONNIE MUSGROVE 

 
RM:  klr



 
 
 
 
 
 

May 6, 2002 
 
 
Ms. Diane Robinson 
1740 Plumaria Drive 
Gautier, Mississippi  39553 
 
 
Dear Ms. Robinson: 
 

I want to thank you for writing me regarding the funding of education in 
Mississippi.  I want to first assure you that education remains my top priority.  

 
My office was required by state law to announce mandatory reductions to 

education funding this past February.  It is the Legislature’s responsibility to appropriate 
money, but the Governor is charged with “balancing the checkbook.”  I vetoed the budget 
last spring when it was passed by the Legislature because it was built on overly optimistic 
revenue projections.   

 
Working together during this past legislative session, the Legislature and I 

reached common ground on several priorities that are important to the citizens of 
Mississippi, including educating our children, creating jobs and protecting our 
communities.  The Legislature increased its initial budget recommendation for education 
to equal that of mine, which fully funds the teacher pay raise, funds the Adequate 
Education Program at its current level, and provides school supplies for our teachers.  We 
have to give our schools and our teachers the tools for success, not unfunded mandates.   
 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts regarding education funding with me.  It is 
always encouraging to see our administrators’ and teachers’ support for their schools. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
RONNIE MUSGROVE 

 
RM:  klr



 
 
 
 
 
 

May 6, 2002 
 
 
Ms. Robin Weihing 
1005 Ruland Street 
Pascagoula, Mississippi  39581 
 
 
Dear Ms. Weihing: 
 

I want to thank you for writing me regarding the funding of education in 
Mississippi.  I want to first assure you that education remains my top priority.  

 
My office was required by state law to announce mandatory reductions to 

education funding this past February.  It is the Legislature’s responsibility to appropriate 
money, but the Governor is charged with “balancing the checkbook.”  I vetoed the budget 
last spring when it was passed by the Legislature because it was built on overly optimistic 
revenue projections.   

 
Working together during this past legislative session, the Legislature and I 

reached common ground on several priorities that are important to the citizens of 
Mississippi, including educating our children, creating jobs and protecting our 
communities.  The Legislature increased its initial budget recommendation for education 
to equal that of mine, which fully funds the teacher pay raise, funds the Adequate 
Education Program at its current level, and provides school supplies for our teachers.  We 
have to give our schools and our teachers the tools for success, not unfunded mandates.   
 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts regarding education funding with me.  It is 
always encouraging to see our administrators’ and teachers’ support for their schools. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
RONNIE MUSGROVE 

 
RM:  klr



 
 
 
 
 
 

May 6, 2002 
 
 
Dr. Keyland Tennyson 
4007 Dunsinane 
Ocean Springs, Mississippi  39564 
 
 
Dear Dr. Tennyson: 
 

I want to thank you for writing me regarding the funding of education in 
Mississippi.  I want to first assure you that education remains my top priority.  

 
My office was required by state law to announce mandatory reductions to 

education funding this past February.  It is the Legislature’s responsibility to appropriate 
money, but the Governor is charged with “balancing the checkbook.”  I vetoed the budget 
last spring when it was passed by the Legislature because it was built on overly optimistic 
revenue projections.   

 
Working together during this past legislative session, the Legislature and I 

reached common ground on several priorities that are important to the citizens of 
Mississippi, including educating our children, creating jobs and protecting our 
communities.  The Legislature increased its initial budget recommendation for education 
to equal that of mine, which fully funds the teacher pay raise, funds the Adequate 
Education Program at its current level, and provides school supplies for our teachers.  We 
have to give our schools and our teachers the tools for success, not unfunded mandates.   
 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts regarding education funding with me.  It is 
always encouraging to see our administrators’ and teachers’ support for their schools. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
RONNIE MUSGROVE 

 
RM:  klr



 
 
 
 
 
 

May 6, 2002 
 
 
Ms. Lanny Beery 
1001 Sea Cove Street 
Pascagoula, Mississippi  39581 
 
 
Dear Ms. Beery: 
 

I want to thank you for writing me regarding the funding of education in 
Mississippi.  I want to first assure you that education remains my top priority.  

 
My office was required by state law to announce mandatory reductions to 

education funding this past February.  It is the Legislature’s responsibility to appropriate 
money, but the Governor is charged with “balancing the checkbook.”  I vetoed the budget 
last spring when it was passed by the Legislature because it was built on overly optimistic 
revenue projections.   

 
Working together during this past legislative session, the Legislature and I 

reached common ground on several priorities that are important to the citizens of 
Mississippi, including educating our children, creating jobs and protecting our 
communities.  The Legislature increased its initial budget recommendation for education 
to equal that of mine, which fully funds the teacher pay raise, funds the Adequate 
Education Program at its current level, and provides school supplies for our teachers.  We 
have to give our schools and our teachers the tools for success, not unfunded mandates.   
 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts regarding education funding with me.  It is 
always encouraging to see our administrators’ and teachers’ support for their schools. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
RONNIE MUSGROVE 

 
RM:  klr



 
 
 
 
 
 

May 6, 2002 
 
 
Ms. Eleanor Baran 
2203 Meadowbrook Street 
Pascagoula, Mississippi  39567 
 
 
Dear Ms. Baran: 
 

I want to thank you for writing me regarding the funding of education in 
Mississippi.  I want to first assure you that education remains my top priority.  

 
My office was required by state law to announce mandatory reductions to 

education funding this past February.  It is the Legislature’s responsibility to appropriate 
money, but the Governor is charged with “balancing the checkbook.”  I vetoed the budget 
last spring when it was passed by the Legislature because it was built on overly optimistic 
revenue projections.   

 
Working together during this past legislative session, the Legislature and I 

reached common ground on several priorities that are important to the citizens of 
Mississippi, including educating our children, creating jobs and protecting our 
communities.  The Legislature increased its initial budget recommendation for education 
to equal that of mine, which fully funds the teacher pay raise, funds the Adequate 
Education Program at its current level, and provides school supplies for our teachers.  We 
have to give our schools and our teachers the tools for success, not unfunded mandates.   
 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts regarding education funding with me.  It is 
always encouraging to see our administrators’ and teachers’ support for their schools. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
RONNIE MUSGROVE 

 
RM:  klr



 
 
 
 
 
 

May 6, 2002 
 
 
Ms. Billie Jean Peters 
College Park Elementary 
2617 Ladnier Road 
Gautier, Mississippi  39553 
 
 
Dear Ms. Peters: 
 

I want to thank you for writing me regarding the funding of education in 
Mississippi.  I want to first assure you that education remains my top priority.  

 
My office was required by state law to announce mandatory reductions to 

education funding this past February.  It is the Legislature’s responsibility to appropriate 
money, but the Governor is charged with “balancing the checkbook.”  I vetoed the budget 
last spring when it was passed by the Legislature because it was built on overly optimistic 
revenue projections.   

 
Working together during this past legislative session, the Legislature and I 

reached common ground on several priorities that are important to the citizens of 
Mississippi, including educating our children, creating jobs and protecting our 
communities.  The Legislature increased its initial budget recommendation for education 
to equal that of mine, which fully funds the teacher pay raise, funds the Adequate 
Education Program at its current level, and provides school supplies for our teachers.  We 
have to give our schools and our teachers the tools for success, not unfunded mandates.   
 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts regarding education funding with me.  It is 
always encouraging to see our administrators’ and teachers’ support for their schools. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
RONNIE MUSGROVE 

 
RM:  klr



 
 
 
 
 
 

May 6, 2002 
 
 
Ms. Mary Ellen Buford 
College Park Elementary 
2617 Ladnier Road 
Gautier, Mississippi  39553 
 
 
Dear Ms. Buford: 
 

I want to thank you for writing me regarding the funding of education in 
Mississippi.  I want to first assure you that education remains my top priority.  

 
My office was required by state law to announce mandatory reductions to 

education funding this past February.  It is the Legislature’s responsibility to appropriate 
money, but the Governor is charged with “balancing the checkbook.”  I vetoed the budget 
last spring when it was passed by the Legislature because it was built on overly optimistic 
revenue projections.   

 
Working together during this past legislative session, the Legislature and I 

reached common ground on several priorities that are important to the citizens of 
Mississippi, including educating our children, creating jobs and protecting our 
communities.  The Legislature increased its initial budget recommendation for education 
to equal that of mine, which fully funds the teacher pay raise, funds the Adequate 
Education Program at its current level, and provides school supplies for our teachers.  We 
have to give our schools and our teachers the tools for success, not unfunded mandates.   
 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts regarding education funding with me.  It is 
always encouraging to see our administrators’ and teachers’ support for their schools. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
RONNIE MUSGROVE 

 
RM:  klr
 


