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Thank you, Ron.  It is a pleasure to be here 

today, and I want to thank each and every 

one of you here in this room for the great 

work you do on a daily basis to move 

Mississippi ahead. 

 

It’s been said that “hard work spotlights the 

character of people; some turn up their 

sleeves, some turn up their noses, and some 

don’t turn up at all.” 
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I appreciate the character that you show by 

turning up your sleeves.  Your hard work is 

a major reason this great state is gaining a 

reputation for being able to compete with 

anyone, anytime, anywhere. 

 

(this would be a good place to tell the story 

of the lawyer on the plane) 

 

What is important from this story is that this 

individual came away from Mississippi with 

a strong, positive impression of our state and 

our people.  She picked up on the fact that 

we’re doing things differently. 
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I believe Mississippi is going through a 

revival – in its commitment to making the 

most of the promise of all its people, in all 

areas of the state. 

 

That revival begins with how we care for 

one another.  It begins with how we focus 

our efforts on health care, on education, on 

jobs that put food on the table and roofs over 

our heads. 

 

If we are going to be successful in that 

revival, we have to set priorities for how we 

want to reach our goals and achieve our 

dreams. 
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I’ve always believed that God makes our 

dreams a size too big so we can grow into 

them.  Mississippi is growing; we’re 

growing fast and we’re growing together. 

I believe we are far beyond the Mississippi 

that most people think of; we are a 

Mississippi that shares a common belief and 

a common commitment to the worth of all 

people. 

 

We’re moving beyond issues that have held 

us back and focusing on issues like 

education, health care and economic 

development. 

 



 5 

There are 2.8 million people in Mississippi 

who look to me and other elected officials to 

help provide leadership, direction and 

guidance for them.   

 

Those people are always first and foremost 

in my mind -- especially in my efforts to 

protect Medicaid in recent weeks.  The 

650,000 Mississippians – most of them 

seniors – who depend on this vital health 

care program need to know it will be there 

for them. 
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They are the reason I fought to make sure 

we could get the flexibility we needed to 

manage the program efficiently and 

effectively, and still provide quality health 

care services. 

 

The flexibility to manage demands the 

flexibility to commit to medical services 

when they are needed, and I will not be 

satisfied until I know the people of this state 

can receive health care when they need it. 
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I asked for flexibility, and today it is here.  

This is the first step toward ensuring quality 

health care – as well as some peace of mind 

– for those 650,000 Mississippians who 

expect me to help them. 

 

Last week, I participated in a conference call 

with governors from around the nation about 

Medicaid.  We are working together to 

lobby the federal government for changes 

that can make the program work even better. 
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As a member of the National Governors 

Association Executive Committee, I will be 

focusing on how we can help shape a 

national strategy for restructuring Medicaid 

– a strategy that will have its roots in 

Mississippi. 

 

The restructuring of Medicaid is just part of 

the spirit of Mississippi that’s being 

rekindled. 

 

We’re doing great work for the state of 

Mississippi.  Great things are happening in 

our state.   
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We are capturing the attention of the world 

outside our borders because of the exciting 

things we’ve got going on, and I’m sure you 

will agree that it’s good for Mississippi to be 

recognized for being on the cutting edge. 

 

We’re on the cutting edge in education.   

We’re on track to be the first state in the 

nation to place an internet-accessible 

computer in every public school classroom, 

a goal we’ll meet by the end of next year. 
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We are going to ensure that our children are 

ready to compete in the economy of the 21st 

century, an economy that will be global, 

borderless and wireless. 

 

Now, combine this with our commitment to 

pay teachers like the professionals they are.   
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Last year, we made this commitment into 

law and the rest of the nation stood up and 

took notice.  The day after the special 

session on teacher pay, the New York Times 

ran an editorial piece commenting that 

“Mississippi had been able to put together 

the kind of package that continued to elude 

New York.” 

 

We show that we’re serious by making 

education a priority.  We cannot force 

unfunded mandates on our schools.  We 

cannot force our teachers to pay for supplies 

out of their own pockets.   
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I’m proud the Legislature followed the 

recommendations for funding education I 

offered in my executive budget proposal. 

 

With a strong foundation in education, we 

can focus on the business of building jobs. 

 

Mississippi is growing like never before.  In 

the past two years, during a national 

recession, we’ve created more than 21,000 

jobs and attracted over $6 billion in new 

investments. 
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Site Selection magazine, one of the top trade 

publications in the economic development 

industry, ranked Mississippi as one of the 

top ten states for its “Governor’s Cup” 

award. 

 

The perception of Mississippi is changing.  

The old question of “Why Mississippi?” 

doesn’t get asked anymore.  The question 

now is, “Why not Mississippi?” 

 

And the answer is, because we can compete 

with anyone, anytime, anywhere.   
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We’re committed to building Mississippi 

and making sure it achieves its promise and 

potential.  Our people deserve nothing less.  

 

This same message applies to people in 

every state across our nation.  If we are to 

build our states, our country, we must do it 

by creating jobs and building industry.  We 

must do it by investing in our people 

through workforce training. 
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Even though we’re in a national recession, 

we aren’t backing off on our investment in 

economic development and workforce 

training.  I’m proud of the work we did 

during the legislative session to ensure the 

Mississippi Development Authority was 

adequately funded, and the results will 

validate our work. 

 

I’m also proud of the work we did to 

provide for pay raises for state employees.  

The people of Mississippi depend on you for 

so many things, so many services – and our 

investment in state employees is an 

indication of our commitment to our people. 
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It was once said that “success seems to be 

largely a matter of hanging on after others 

have let go.” 

 

I tell you this – we aren’t letting go.  There 

are too many opportunities out there, and too 

many opportunities for us to create, to ever 

think about letting go. 

 

Believing “I must do something” solves 

more problems than saying “something must 

be done.” 
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You won’t hear us say, “something must be 

done.”  We live in America’s state of 

promise.  It is a promise too long unkept.  

That has changed.   

 

We can do this.  It’s happening right now.  

It’s helping make a better, stronger, healthier 

Mississippi – and I’m thankful for it. 

 


