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HOUSE BILL NO. 142

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 9-9-21, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVIDE THAT COUNTY COURT SHALL HAVE JURISDICTION OVER CRIMINAL
MATTERS ASSIGNED TO IT BY A JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT; TO AMEND
SECTIONS 9-7-3 AND 9-9-35, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, IN
CONFORMITY; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:

SECTION 1. Section 9-9-21, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

9-9-21. (1) The jurisdiction of the county court shall be
as follows: It shall have jurisdiction concurrent with the
justice court in all matters, civil and criminal of which the
justice court has jurisdiction; and it shall have jurisdiction
concurrent with the circuit and chancery courts in all matters of
law and equity wherein the amount of value of the thing in
controversy shall not exceed, exclusive of costs and interest, the
sum of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00), and the
jurisdiction of the county court shall not be affected by any
setoff, counterclaim or cross-bill in such actions where the

amount sought to be recovered in such setoff, counterclaim or
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cross—-bill exceeds Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00).
Provided, however, the party filing such setoff, counterclaim or
cross-bill which exceeds Two Hundred Thousand Dollars
($200,000.00) shall give notice to the opposite party or parties
as provided in Section 13-3-83, and on motion of all parties filed
within twenty (20) days after the filing of such setoff,
counterclaim or cross-bill, the county court shall transfer the
case to the circuit or chancery court wherein the county court is
situated and which would otherwise have Jjurisdiction. It shall
have exclusively the jurisdiction heretofore exercised by the
justice court in the following matters and causes: nanely,
eminent domain, the partition of personal property, and actions of
unlawful entry and detainer, provided that the actions of eminent
domain and unlawful entry and detainer may be returnable and
triable before the judge of said court in vacation. The county

court shall have jurisdiction over criminal matters in the county

assigned by a judge of the circuit court district in which the

county is included.

(2) In the event of the establishment of a county court by
an agreement between two (2) or more counties as provided in
Section 9-9-3, it shall be lawful for such court sitting in one
(1) county to act upon any and all matters of which it has
jurisdiction as provided by law arising in the other county under

the jurisdiction of said court.
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SECTION 2. Section 9-7-3, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

9="1-3. (1) The state is divided into an appropriate number
of circuit court districts severally numbered and comprised of the
counties as set forth in the sections which follow. A court to be
styled "The Circuit Court of the County of = " shall be held in
each county, and within each judicial district of a county having
two (2) judicial districts, at least twice a year. From and after
January 1, 1995, the dates upon which court shall be held in
circuit court districts consisting of a single county shall be the
same dates state agencies and political subdivisions are open for
business excluding legal holidays. The dates upon which terms
shall commence and the number of days for which such terms shall
continue in circuit court districts consisting of more than one
(1) county shall be set by order of the circuit court judge in
accordance with the provisions of subsection (2) of this section.
A matter in court may extend past such times if the interest of
justice so requires.

(2) An order establishing the commencement and continuation
of terms of court for each of the counties within a circuit court
district consisting of more than one (1) county shall be entered
annually and not later than October 1 of the year immediately
preceding the calendar year for which such terms of court are to
become effective. Notice of the dates upon which the terms of

court shall commence and the number of days for which such terms
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shall continue in each of the counties within a circuit court
district shall be posted in the office of the circuit clerk of
each county within the district and mailed to the office of the
Secretary of State for publication and distribution to all members
of The Mississippi Bar. In the event that an order is not timely
entered as herein provided, the terms of court for each of the
counties within any such circuit court district shall remain
unchanged for the next calendar year. A certified copy of any
order entered under the provisions of this subsection shall,
immediately upon the entry thereof, be delivered to the clerk of
the board of supervisors in each of the counties within the
circuit court district.

(3) The number of judges in each circuit court district
shall be determined by the Legislature based upon the following
criteria:

(a) The population of the district;

(b) The number of cases filed in the district;

(c) The case load of each judge in the district;

(d) The geographic area of the district;

(e) An analysis of the needs of the district by the
court personnel of the district; and

(f) Any other appropriate criteria.

(4) The Judicial College of the University of Mississippi
Law Center and the Administrative Office of Courts shall determine
the appropriate:
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(a) Specific data to be collected as a basis for
applying the above criteria;

(b) Method of collecting and maintaining the specified
data; and

(c) Method of assimilating the specified data.

(5) In a district having more than one (1) office of circuit
judge, there shall be no distinction whatsoever in the powers,
duties and emoluments of those offices except that the judge who
has been for the longest time continuously a judge of that court
or, should no judge have served longer in office than the others,
the judge who has been for the longest time a member of The
Mississippi Bar, shall be the senior judge. The senior judge
shall have the right to assign causes and dockets and to set terms
in districts consisting of more than one (1) county. A circuit

court judge shall have the right to assign criminal matters to

county court as provided in Section 9-9-21.

SECTION 3. Section 9-9-35, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

9-9-35. In any county in cases where an overcrowded docket
justifies the same, any circuit judge may assign to a county judge
in said county only, for hearing and final disposition, any case,
cause, hearing or motion, or any proceedings involved in the trial
and final disposition thereof.

All orders in said cause, trial or hearing may be signed as

follows: " County Judge and Acting Circuit Judge by
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assignment." No special order evidencing said assignment shall be
entered on the minutes, except in cases where a county judge is
assigned the duty of opening and organizing a court where a grand
jury is to be impaneled, in which case an order so assigning the
said county judge to act shall be signed and entered on the
minutes of the court on the opening day thereof.

No compensation for said services shall be allowed said
county judge, neither shall said county judge be compelled to
accept any assignment except at his will. * * *

SECTION 4. The Attorney General of the State of Mississippi
shall submit this act, immediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney General of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Columbia in accordance with the
provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended and
extended.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from
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and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Rights Act of 1965, as amended and extended.
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