Chapter No. , /)/// ()
13/HR40/R2035
7w/ ZM

HOUSE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
No. 60

Originated in House a,\x—\.!g




HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 60

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION COMMENDING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF
PUBLIC SERVICE OF THE HONORABLE REVEREND DR. JOE C. GARDNER, AND
EXPRESSING DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HIS FAMILY, COLLEAGUES AND FRIENDS
UPON HIS PASSING.

WHEREAS, "To everything there is a season, and time to every
purpose under the heaven," and as such, the grand architect of the
universe, the immaculate author and finisher of our soul's
destiny, has summoned the mortal presence of dearly beloved, the
Honorable Reverend Dr. Joe C. Gardner, to eternal rest, as he has
made life's final transition from earthly travailing to heavenly
reward, rendering great sorrow and loss to his family, colleagues
and friends; and

WHEREAS, the Mississippi Legislature and the State of
Mississippi lost a wonderful friend, colleague, advocate,
community leader and enlightened lawmaker on Monday, February 4,
2013, with the untimely demise of Representative Gardner, a
political activist, people's servant and theologian, born on April
6, 1944; and
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WHEREAS, the Honorable Reverend Dr. Joe C. Gardner began his
legislative service in 2007 upon being elected in a special
election by the citizens of District 11, which is composed of
parts of Tate and Panola Counties, to fulfill the term vacated by
the death of his predecessor, the Honorable Leonard Morris, and
diligently served the citizens and constituency base for the past
seven years; and

WHEREAS, a former fire chief of the Red Hill Fire Department,
retired school administrator, former trustee and vice chairman of
the South Panola School Board, United States Army Reserve retiree
and astute businessman as CEO of Gardner Institute, Inc., he
utilized the wisdom and experience he accrued over the years to
guide him in his duties as Chairman of the House Ethics Committee,
former Vice Chairman of the House Agriculture Committee and as a
member of the committees on Conservation and Water Resources,
Constitution, Education, Judiciary B, Military Affairs,
Municipalities and the Select Committee on Railway Development
during the course of his legislative tenure; and

WHEREAS, driven by the values instilled in him by his
parents, after graduating from high school, he enlisted in the
United States Army and served in the Vietnam War, and subsequent
to receiving an honorable discharge, Chairman Gardner attended
Coahoma Community College, Mississippi Valley State University,

the University of Mississippi and Southwest University, earning
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his associate's, bachelor's, master's and doctor of philosophy
degrees respectively from each; and

WHEREAS, as fate would lend itself to the building upon the
blueprint divinely designed for the pattern of his life by the
god-head of the Great Deity, Representative Gardner heeded the
master's call upon his life into the Ecclesiastical ministry and
thereafter his chivalry and affection pierced the heart of the
former Ella Graham as he found his good destiny in the finding of
the helpmate to be his wife, and the duo became bone of one
another's bone and flesh of one another's flesh after exchanging
the nuptials of holy matrimony; and

WHEREAS, during his tenure as state legislator, he developed
a rapport that spoke to his genuinely authentic approach to life
and those he encountered along the journey, as he became known for
his quiet demeanor and careful consideration and deliberation of
all sides of complex issues; and

WHEREAS, one who relied heavily upon his faith,
Representative Gardner remained devout in his Christian service
and patronage to the ministerial calling placed upon him
throughout his life, reflecting his passion for God through his
commitment to assisting others and his Christ-like care and
concern for the building of the kingdom, an allegiance to which he
continued to manifest as former pastor of Greater Concord

Missionary Baptist Church, associate pastor of Macedonia
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Missionary Baptist Church, and the Sardis Baptist Association,
where he served as former dean and instructor; and

WHEREAS, additionally he held numerous social and civic
affiliations, such as the Ministerial Alliance, president of the
local chapter of Veterans of Foreign Wars, NAACP, Masonic member
of Panola Lodge 6A and Chaplain of Tri-Lakes Medical Center; and

WHEREAS, in the Honorable Chairman's transfiguration from
mortality to immortality, he now awaits in holy anticipation the
wondrous event of the bridegroom's return, as it is written in
the Book of Revelation 21:1-2 -- "And I saw a new heaven and a
new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed
away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city,
new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband."; and

WHEREAS, though he has traversed the river of life to reunite
with those who answered God's summons to life eternal and now
beckon his arrival to the celestial shores of heaven's grandeur,
the legacy of Representative Gardner's memory, which if put to
music, would be a majestic symphonic masterpiece composed by the
Holy Trinity, will continue to refresh the hearts and fond
memories of his beloved survivors: wife, Ella Graham Gardner;
daughter, Chandra; granddaughter, Kiara; and a host of other
relatives, colleagues and friends; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of this Legislature to

acknowledge the selfless humanitarianism of an individual of
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Representative Gardner's esteemed caliber whose public service
was exemplified by fairness and sound judgment, and who set the
benchmark for diplomacy in the Mississippi House of
Representatives and as a true friend:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, THE SENATE CONCURRING
THEREIN, That we do hereby mourn the loss and commemorate the life
and legacy of public service of the Honorable Reverend Dr. Joe C.

ardner of Batesville, Mississippi, to whose family we express

sincere and deepest sympathy and to whom we convey grateful
appreciation for sharing Reverend Dr. Garner with us and with the
State of Mississippi.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the family of Representative Joe C. Gardner and to

the members of the Capitol Press Corps.

ADOPTED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
February 7, 2013

SPEAKER OF THE USE OF REPRESENTATIVES

ADOPTED BY THE SENATE
February 8, 42013

Ao

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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