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HOUSE BILL NO. 627

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 9-21-9, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUIRE THAT ALL YOUTH COURTS OF THE STATE USE THE MISSISSIPPI
YOUTH COURT CASE INFORMATION DELIVERY SYSTEM (MYCIDS) AND BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ACCURATE AND TIMELY ENTRY OF INFORMATION INTO
THE SYSTEM; TO AMEND SECTION 43-21-801, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVIDE THAT THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF COURTS' GRANTS TO
YOUTH COURTS BE USED TO PROVIDE COMPENSATION TO INTAKE OFFICERS OF
THE YOUTH COURTS; TO AMEND SECTION 9-21-11, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF
1972, TO CONFORM TO THE PRECEDING SECTION; TO AMEND SECTION
43-21-351, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVIDE THAT THERE SHALL
BE AN INTAKE OFFICER IN EACH YOUTH COURT WHO SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE
FOR ENTERING ALL INTAKE AND CASE INFORMATION INTO MYCIDS IN AN
ACCURATE AND TIMELY MANNER; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:

SECTION 1. Section 9-21-9, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

9-21-9. The Administrative Director of Courts shall have the
following duties and authority with respect to all courts in
addition to any other duties and responsibilities as may be
properly assigned by the Supreme Court:

(a) To require the filing of reports, the collection
and compilation of statistical data and other information on the
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judicial and financial operation of the courts and on the
operation of other offices directly related to and serving the
gourts;

(b) To determine the state of the dockets and evaluate
the practices and procedures of the courts and make
recommendations concerning the number of judges and other
personnel required for the efficient administration of justice;

(c) To prescribe uniform administrative and business
methods, systems, forms and records to be used in the offices of
the clerks of courts;

(d) To devise, promulgate and require the use of a
uniform youth court case tracking system, including a youth court
case filing form for filing with each individual youth court
matter, to be utilized by the Administrative Office of Courts and
the youth courts in order that the number of youthful offenders,
abused, neglected, truant and dependent children, as well as
children in need of special care and children in need of
supervision, may be tracked with specificity through the youth

court and adult justice systems; in support of the uniform case

docketing system, the director shall require that all youth courts

utilize the Mississippi Youth Court Information Delivery System

(MYCIDS) ;
(e) To develop, promulgate and require the use of a
statewide docket numbering system to be utilized by the youth

courts, which youth court docket numbers shall standardize and
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unify the numbering system by which youth court docket numbers are
assigned, such that each docket number would, among other things,
identify the county and year in which a particular youth court
action was commenced;

(f) To develop, promulgate and require the use of
uniform youth court orders and forms in all youth courts and youth
court proceedings;

(g) To prepare and submit budget recommendations for
state appropriations necessary for the maintenance and operation
of the judicial system and to authorize expenditures from funds
appropriated for these purposes as permitted or authorized by law;

(h) To develop and implement personnel policies for
nonjudicial personnel employed by the courts;

(1) To investigate, make recommendations concerning and
assist in the securing of adequate physical accommodations for the
judicial system;

(j) To procure, distribute, exchange, transfer and
assign such equipment, books, forms and supplies as are acquired
with state funds or grant funds or otherwise for the judicial
system;

(k) To make recommendations for the improvement of the
operations of the judicial system;

(1) To prepare and submit an annual report on the work

of the judicial system to the Supreme Court;
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(m) To take necessary steps in the collection of unpaid
court costs, fines and forfeitures;

(n) To perform such additional administrative duties
relating to the improvement of the administration of justice as
may be assigned by the Supreme Court; and

(0) To promulgate standards, rules and regulations for
computer and/or electronic filing and storage of all court records
and court-related records maintained throughout the state in
courts and in offices of circuit and chancery clerks.

SECTION 2. Section 9-21-11, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

9-21-11. (1) The Administrative Director of Courts is
authorized and empowered to: study and apply for any and all
applications for funds and grants directed to the office from any
federal governmental agency or entity; disburse such aid,
assistance, funds, monies, grants or subgrants; and coordinate the
same with the overall administration of justice in Mississippi to
assist or aid in the administration of justice, criminal or civil,
or the improvement of courts and the judicial system.

(2) The courts of the state, regardless of the name they
bear, shall be proper local units or entities of government to
apply for and receive such assistance, aid, funds, monies, grants
and subgrants.

(3) Grants to youth courts shall be made in accordance with

Section 43-21-801.
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SECTION 3. Section 43-21-351, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

43-21-351. (1) Any person or agency having knowledge that a
child residing or being within the county is within the
jurisdiction of the youth court may make a written report to the
intake unit alleging facts sufficient to establish the
jurisdiction of the youth court. The report shall bear a
permanent number that will be assigned by the court in accordance
with the standards established by the Administrative Office of
Courts pursuant to Section 9-21-9(d), and shall be preserved until
destroyed on order of the court.

(2) There shall be in each youth court of the state an

intake officer who shall be responsible for the accurate and

timely entering of all intake and case information into the

Mississippi Youth Court Information Delivery System (MYCIDS) for

the Division of Youth Services, truancy matters and the Division

of Family and Children's Services. It shall be the responsibility

of the youth court judge or referee of each county to ensure that

the intake officer is carrying out the responsibility of this

section.

SECTION 4. Section 43-21-801, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

43-21-801. (1) There is established the Youth Court Support
Program. The purpose of the program shall be to ensure that all

youth courts have sufficient support funds to carry on the

H. B. No. 627
15/HR31/R11348G
Page 5



business of the youth court. The Administrative Office of Courts
shall establish a formula consistent with this section for
providing state support payable from the Youth Court Support Fund
for the support of the youth courts.

(a) (i) Each regular youth court referee is eligible
for youth court support funds so long as the senior chancellor
does not elect to employ a youth court administrator as set forth
in paragraph (b); a municipal youth court judge is also eligible.
The Administrative Office of Courts shall direct any funds to the

appropriate county or municipality * * *. The funds shall be

utilized to compensate an intake officer who shall be responsible

for ensuring that all intake and case information for the Division

of Youth Services, truancy matters and the Division of Family and

Children's Services is entered into the Mississippi Youth Court

Information Delivery System (MYCIDS) in an accurate and timely

manner. If the court already has an intake officer responsible

for entering all cases of the Division of Youth Services, truancy

matters and the Division of Family and Children's Services into

MYCIDS, the regular youth court referee or municipal court judge

may certify to the Administrative Office of Courts that such a

person is already on staff. In such a case, each regular youth

court referee or municipal youth court judge shall have the sole
individual discretion to appropriate those funds as expense monies
to assist in hiring secretarial staff and acquiring materials and

equipment incidental to carrying on the business of the court
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within the private practice of law of the referee or judge, or may
direct the use of those funds through the county or municipal
budget for court support supplies or services. The regular youth
court referee and municipal youth court judge shall be accountable
for assuring through private, county or municipal employees the
proper preparation and filing of all necessary tracking and other
documentation attendant to the administration of the youth court.
(ii) Title to all tangible property, excepting

stamps, stationery and minor expendable office supplies, procured
with funds authorized by this section, shall be and forever remain
in the county or municipality to be used by the judge or referee
during the term of his office and thereafter by his successors.

(b) (1) When permitted by the Administrative Office of
Courts and as funds are available, the senior chancellor for
Chancery Districts One, Two, Three, Four, Six, Seven, Nine, Ten,
Thirteen, Fourteen, Fifteen and Eighteen may appoint a youth court
administrator for the district whose responsibility will be to
perform all reporting, tracking and other duties of a court
administrator for all youth courts in the district that are under
the chancery court system. Any chancery district listed in this
paragraph in which a chancellor appoints a referee or special
master to hear any youth court matter is ineligible for funding
under this paragraph (b). The Administrative Office of Courts may
allocate to an eligible chancery district a sum not to exceed

Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000.00) per year for the salary,
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fringe benefits and equipment of the youth court administrator,
and an additional sum not to exceed One Thousand Nine Hundred
Dollars ($1,900.00) for the administrator's travel expenses.

(ii) The appointment of a youth court
administrator shall be evidenced by the entry of an order on the
minutes of the court. The person appointed shall serve at the
will and pleasure of the senior chancellor but shall be an
employee of the Administrative Office of Courts.

(1ii) The Administrative Office of Courts must
approve the position, job description and salary before the
position can be filled. The Administrative Office of Courts shall
not approve any plan that does not first require the expenditure
of the funds from the Youth Court Support Fund before expenditure
of county funds is authorized for that purpose.

(iv) Title to any tangible property procured with
funds authorized under this paragraph shall be and forever remain
in the State of Mississippi.

(c) (i) Each county court is eligible for youth court

support funds * * *_ The funds shall be utilized to provide

compensation to an intake officer who shall be responsible for

ensuring that all intake and case information for the Division of

Youth Services, truancy matters and the Division of Family and

Children's Services is entered into the Mississippi Youth Court

Information Delivery System (MYCIDS) in an accurate and timely

manner. If the county court already has an intake officer or
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other staff person responsible for entering all cases of the

Division of Youth Services, truancy matters and the Division of

Family and Children's Services into MYCIDS, the senior county

court judge may certify that such a person is already on staff.

In such a case, the senior county court judge shall have

discretion to direct the expenditure of those funds in hiring
other support staff to carry on the business of the court.

(ii) For the purposes of this paragraph, "support
staff" means court administrators, law clerks, legal research
assistants, secretaries, resource administrators or case managers
appointed by a youth court judge, or any combination thereof, but
shall not mean school attendance officers.

(iii) The appointment of support staff shall be
evidenced by the entry of an order on the minutes of the court.
The support staff so appointed shall serve at the will and
pleasure of the senior county court judge but shall be an employee
of the county.

(iv) The Administrative Office of Courts must
approve the positions, job descriptions and salaries before the
positions may be filled. The Administrative Office of Courts
shall not approve any plan that does not first require the
expenditure of funds from the Youth Court Support Fund before
expenditure of county funds is authorized for that purpose.

(v) The Administrative Office of Courts may

approve expenditure from the fund for additional equipment for
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support staff appointed pursuant to this paragraph if the
additional expenditure falls within the formula. Title to any
tangible property procured with funds authorized under this
paragraph shall be and forever remain in the county to be used by
the youth court and support staff.

(2) (a) (i) The formula developed by the Administrative
Office of Courts for providing youth court support funds shall be
devised so as to distribute appropriated funds proportional to
caseload and other appropriate factors as set forth in regulations
promulgated by the Administrative Office of Courts. The formula
will determine a reasonable maximum amount per judge or referee
per annum that will not be exceeded in allocating funds under this
section.

(ii) The formula shall be reviewed by the
Administrative Office of Courts every two (2) years to ensure that
the youth court support funds provided herein are proportional to
each youth court's caseload and other specified factors.

(iii) The Administrative Office of Courts shall
have wide latitude in the first two-year cycle to implement a
formula designed to maximize caseload data collection.

(b) Application to receive funds under this section
shall be submitted in accordance with procedures established by
the Administrative Office of Courts.

(c) Approval of the use of any of the youth court

support funds distributed under this section shall be made by the
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Administrative Office of Courts in accordance with procedures
established by the Administrative Office of Courts.

(3) (a) There is created in the State Treasury a special
fund to be designated as the "Youth Court Support Fund," which
shall consist of funds appropriated or otherwise made available by
the Legislature in any manner and funds from any other source
designated for deposit into such fund. Unexpended amounts
remaining in the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall not lapse
into the State General Fund, and any investment earnings or
interest earned on amounts in the fund shall be deposited to the
credit of the fund. Monies in the fund shall be distributed to
the youth courts by the Administrative Office of Courts for the
purposes described in this section.

(b) (1) During the regular legislative session held in
calendar year 2007, the Legislature may appropriate an amount not
to exceed Two Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars
($2,500.000.00) to the Youth Court Support Fund.

(14 During each regular legislative session
subsequent to the 2007 Regular Session, the Legislature shall
appropriate Two Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars
($2,500,000.00) to the Youth Court Support Fund.

(c) No youth court judge or youth court referee shall
be eligible to receive funding from the Youth Court Support Fund
who has not received annual continuing education in the field of

juvenile justice in an amount to conform with the requirements of
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the Rules and Regulations for Mandatory Continuing Judicial
Education promulgated by the Supreme Court. The Administrative
Office of Courts shall maintain records of all referees and youth
court judges regarding such training and shall not disburse funds
to any county or municipality for the budget of a youth court
judge or referee who is not in compliance with the judicial
training requirements.

(4) Any recipient of funds from the Youth Court Support Fund
shall not be eligible for continuing disbursement of funds if the
recipient is not in compliance with the terms, conditions and
reporting requirements set forth in the procedures promulgated by
the Administrative Office of Courts.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2015.

PASSED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Februay, 2015
t)<é%;;hk___

SPEAKER OF THﬁ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PASSED BY THE SENATE

March 4, 20
Tt

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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