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SENATE BILL NOC. 2288

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 37-7-211 AND 37-7-711, MISSISSIPPI
CODE OF 1972, TO PROVIDE A UNIFORM PROCEDURE FOR NOMINATING
PETITIONS AND A UNIFORM NUMBER OF SIGNATURES ON SAID PETITICNS OF
NOMINATION TO RUN FOR THE ELECTED OFFICE OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
CERTAIN MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:

SECTION 1. Section 37-7-211, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

37-7-211. (1) The name of any qualified elector who is
otherwise eligible under the provisions of subsection (1) of
Section 37-7-203 who shall desire to be a candidate for the office
of trustee must qualify in the following manner in order to be
allowed to be considered for election. By 5:00 p.m. * * * no more

than ninety (90) days and not less than sixty (60) days before the

election, he shall file with the county election
commissioners * * * g petition signed by not less than * * * fifty

(50) qualified electors of the area represented by the office

which he seeks, either for a full term or an unexpired term, as

the case may be, and an affidavit by the candidate offering for
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election stating his qualifications under the terms of the

section. Where there are less than one hundred (100) qualified

electors in saild area represented by the trustee, it shall only be

regquired that said petition of nomination be signed by at least

twenty percent (20%) of the gqualified electors in said area. The

petition shall contain an affidavit certifying that all signatures

are the personal signatures of each person whose name appears on

the petition and that &éach person is a gualified €lectot.

(2) Unless the petition and affidavit required in subsection
(1) of this section * * * are filed by 5:00 p.m. not less than
sixty (60) days prior to the election, the name of the candidate
shall not be considered in the election, and votes cast for any
person who has failed to qualify shall not be counted in the
election.

(3) If after the time for candidates to file the petition
and affidavit provided for in this section there should be only
one (1) person to qualify for the office of trustee, then no
election or notice of election shall be necessary and such person
shall, if otherwise qualified, be declared elected without
opposition.

SECTION 2. Section 37-7-711, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

37-7-711. In all such special municipal separate school
districts which may be so corganized, reorganized or reconstituted

to embrace the entire county in which the majority of the
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election stating his qualifications under the terms of the

section. Where there are less than one hundred (100) qualified

electors in said area represented by the trustee, it shall only be

required that said petition of nomination be signed by at least

twenty percent {20%) of the qualified electors in said area. The

petition shall contalin an affidavit certifying that all signatures

are the personal signatures of each person whose name appears on

the petition and that each person is a qualified elector.

(2) Unless the petition and affidavit required in subsection
(1) of this section is filed by 5:00 p.m. not less than sixty (60)
days prior to the election, the name of the candidate shall not be
considered in the election, and votes cast for any perscon who has
failed to qualify shall not be counted in the election.

(3) If after the time for candidates to file the petition
and affidavit provided for in this section there should be only
one (1) person to qualify for the office of trustee, then no
election or notice of election shall be necessary and such person
shall, if otherwise qualified, be declared elected without
opposition.

SECTION 2. Section 37-7-711, Mississippi Code of 1972, 1is
amended as follows:

37-7-711. 1In all such special municipal separate school
districts which may be so organized, reorganized or reconstituted
to embrace the entire county in which the majority of the

inhabitants of the county reside outside the corpcrate limits of
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the municipality, the name of any qualified elector who is a
candidate for the board of trustees of such special municipal
separate school district, whether such person be a candidate for
an unexpired term or for a full term, shall be placed on the
ballot used in the elections, provided that the candidate files
with the county election commissioners, not more than ninety (90}

days and not less than * * * gixty (60} days prior to the date of

such general election, a petition of nomination signed by not less

than * * * fifty (50) qualified electors of the county. Where

there are less than one hundred (100) qualified electors in said

area represented by the trustee, it shall only be required that

said petition of nomination be signed by at least twenty percent

(20%) of the qualified electors in said area. Provided, however,

that in any such special municipal separate school district which
embraces the entire county and which borders the Mississippi River
and in which Interstate Highway 20 and United States Highway 6l
intersect and having a population in excess of forty-seven
thousand (47,000) according to the 1920 federal decennial census,
the candidate shall be required to file a petition of nomination
with the county election commissioners not less than sixty (60)
days prior to the date of such general election, in addition to
the other requirements prescribed herein.

The candidate in each election who receives the highest
number of votes cast in the election shall be declared to have

been elected.
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SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2014.

PASSED BY THE SENATE
February 11, 3014 g

PRESIDENT GF THE éENATE

PASSED _BY THE _HOUSE _OF REPRESENTATIVES

March 11, 2014

GOVERNOR
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