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HOUSE BILL, NO. 407

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 17-17-63, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972,
TO DELETE THE REPEALER ON THE PROVISION OF LAW AUTHORIZING THE
COMMISSTION ON ENVIRCONMENTAL QUALITY TO SET ASIDE CERTAIN TRUST
FUND MONIES PFOR REGIONAL RECYCLING COOPERATIVE GRANTS; AND FOR
RELATED PURPOSES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSTIPPI:

SECTION 1. Section 17-17-63, Mississippl Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

17-17-63. {l}) There is created in the State Treasury a fund
designated as the Mississippi Nonhazardous Solid Waste Corrective
Action Trust Fund for the purpose of providing funds for
emergency, preventive or corrective actions which may be required
or determined necessary by the department of any nonhazardous
solid waste disposal facility that received, in whole or in part,
household waste and closed hefore the effective date of Title 40
0of the Code of Federal Regulations, Section 258.

(2) The trust fund shall be administered by the executive
directeor. The commission shall promulgate rules and regulations

for the administration of the fund and for a system of priorities
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for related projects eligible for funding. Only the facilities
meeting the criteria in subsection (1) are eligible for funding.
{3) The commission may escalate, expend or utilize funds in
the trust fund for the fcllowing purposes:
{a) To take whatever emergency action is necessary or
appropriate to assure that the public health or safety is not

threatened whenever there is a release or substantial threat of a

release of contaminants from any source within the permitted area
of an eligible facility}

(b) To take preventive or corrective actions where the
release of contaminants from any source within the permitted area
of an eligible facility which presents an actual or potential
threat to human health or the environment including, but not
limited to, closure and post-closure care of an eligible facility;

(c) To take any actions as may be necessary Lo monitor
and provide post-closure care of any eligible facility, including
preventive and corrective actions, without regard to identity or
solvency of the owner thereof; and

(d} To set aside ten percent (10%) annually to provide
grants for regional recycling cooperatives formed by local
governments for the purpose of jointly participating in the
collection, processing and marketing of recyclables. The
commission shall establish regulations regarding the eligibility
and distribution of the regional recycling cooperative
grants. * % *
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(4) The fund may not be used to pay for the normal costs of
closure and post-closure care of an eligible facility or where no
release or substantial threat of a release of contaminants has
been found by the commission.

(5) Expenditures may be made from the fund upon requisition
by the executive director.

(6) The fund shall be treated as a special trust fund.

Interest earned on the principal in the fund shall be credited by
the department to the fund, unless funds allocated under Section
17-17-219(3) (a) (1) are being paid to the Local Governments Scolid
Waste Assistance Fund. TIf those funds are being paid to the Local
Governments Solid Waste Assistance Fund, the department shall
credit the earned interest to the Local Governments Sclid Waste
Assistance Fund.

(7) The fund may receive monies from any available public or
private source including, but not limited to, collection of fees,
interest, grants, taxes, public and private donations, petroleum
violation escrow funds or refunds and appropriated funds.

{8) The department shall transfer any balance in the fund on

July 1, 1997, in excess of Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000.00) to

the Local Governments Solid Waste Assistance Fund.
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SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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