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HOUSE BILL NO. 995

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 23-15-33, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVIDE THAT EVERY PERSON ENTITLED TO VOTE BY ABSENTEE BALLOT
SHALL HAVE ALL ABSENTEE APPLICATIONS PROCESSED BY THE REGISTRAR
THROUGH THE STATEWIDE ELECTION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM; TO PROVIDE THAT
THE REGISTRAR SHALL ACCOUNT FOR ALL ABSENTEE BALLOTS DELIVERED TO
SUCH VOTERS AND RECEIVED FROM SUCH VOTERS THROUGH THE STATEWIDE
ELECTION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM; TO AMEND SECTION 23-15-625,
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUIRE THE REGISTRAR TO PROCESS ALL
APPLICATIONS FOR ABSENTEE BALLOTS BY USING THE STATEWIDE ELECTION
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM; TO AMEND SECTIONS 23-15-657, 23-15-687 AND
23-15-733, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM TO THE PRECEDING
SECTIONS; TO BRING FORWARD SECTION 23-15-35, MISSISSIPPI CODE OF
1972, FOR PURPOSES OF AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-33, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

23-15-33. (1) Every person entitled to be registered as an
elector in compliance with the laws of this state and who has
signed his name on and properly completed the application for
registration to vote shall be registered by the registrar in the
voting precinct of the residence of such person through the
Statewide Elections Management System.

(2) Every person entitled to be registered as an elector in
compliance with the laws of this state and who registers to vote
pursuant to the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 shall be
registered by the registrar in the voting precinct of the
residence of such person through the Statewide Elections
Management System.

(3) Every person entitled to vote by absentee shall have

all absentee applications processed by the registrar through the

Statewide Election Management System. The registrar shall account
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for all absentee ballots delivered to such voters and received

from such voters through the Statewide Election Management System.

SECTION 2. Section 23-15-625, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

23-15-625. (1) The registrar shall be responsible for
providing applications for absentee voting as provided in this
section. At least sixty (60) days prior to any election in which
absentee voting is provided for by law, the registrar shall
provide a sufficient number of applications. In the event a
special election is called and set at a date which makes it
impractical or impossible to prepare applications for absent
elector's ballot sixty (60) days prior to the election, the
registrar shall provide applications as soon as practicable after
the election is called. The registrar shall fill in the date of
the particular election on the application for which the
application will be used.

(2) The registrar shall be authorized to disburse
applications for absentee ballots to any qualified elector within
the county where he serves. Any person who presents to the
registrar an oral or written request for an absentee ballot
application for a voter entitled to vote absentee by mail, other
than the elector who seeks to vote by absentee ballot, shall, in
the presence of the registrar, sign the application and print on
the application his or her name and address and the name of the
elector for whom the application is being requested in the place
provided for on the application for that purpose. However, if for
any reason such person is unable to write the information
required, then the registrar shall write the information on a
printed form which has been prescribed by the Secretary of State.
The form shall provide a place for such person to place his mark
after the form has been filled out by the registrar.

(3) It shall be unlawful for any person to solicit absentee

ballot applications or absentee ballots for persons staying in any

H. B. No. 995
12/HR40/R13435G
Page 2



skilled nursing facility as defined in Section 41-7-173. This
prohibition shall not apply to:

(a) A family member of the person staying in the
skilled nursing facility; or

(b) A person designated by the person for whom the
absentee ballot application or absentee ballot is sought, the
registrar or the deputy registrar.

As used in this subsection, "family member" means a spouse,
parent, grandparent, sibling, adult child, grandchild or legal
guardian.

(4) The registrar in the county wherein a voter is qualified
to vote upon receiving the envelope containing the absentee
ballots shall keep an accurate list of all persons preparing such
ballots, which list shall be kept in a conspicuous place
accessible to the public near the entrance to his office. The
registrar shall also furnish to each precinct manager a list of
the names of all persons in each respective precinct voting
absentee ballots to be posted in a conspicuous place at the
polling place for public notice. The application on file with the
registrar and the envelopes containing the ballots shall be kept
by the registrar and deposited in the proper precinct ballot boxes
pefore such boxes are delivered to the election commissioners or
managers. At the time such boxes are delivered to the election
commissioners or managers, the registrar shall also turn over a
list of all such persons who have voted and whose ballots are in
the box.

(5) The registrar shall also be authorized to mail one (1)
application to any qualified elector of the county for use in a
particular election.

(6) The registrar shall process all applications for

absentee ballots by using the Statewide Election Management

System. The registrar shall account for all absentee ballots
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delivered to and received from qualified voters by processing such

ballots using the Statewide Election Management System.

SECTION 3. Section 23-15-657, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

23-15-657. The registrar is authorized to accept requests
for absentee ballots by telephone. When a telephone request that
an absentee ballot application be mailed by the registrar to an
elector is made, the registrar shall ascertain the name and
complete address of the person making the telephone request and
shall print upon the absentee ballot application the name and
complete address of the requestor and the relation of such person
to the voter if requested by a person other than the voter and the

date such request was made. Such requests shall be processed

through the Statewide Election Management System.

SECTION 4. Section 23-15-687, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

23-15-687. (1) The registrar shall keep all applications
for absentee ballots and shall, within twenty-four (24) hours, if
possible, send to the absent voter on whose behalf the application
is made, the proper affidavit and the proper ballot or ballots

applicable to the elections. Such information shall be processed

through the Statewide Election Management System.

(2) One (1) application for an absentee ballot shall serve
as a request by the applicant for an absentee ballot for:

(a) The next federal general election, including all
primary elections associated with the election;

(b) All state and county primary and general elections
that occur after the receipt of the application by the registrar
through the date of the next federal general election that occurs
after the receipt of the application by the registrar.

(3) The registrar shall preserve all applications for

absentee ballots for one (1) year as a record to be furnished to
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any court or other duly constituted authority for inspection or
evidence if properly requested.

(4) If the registrar rejects an application for an absentee
ballot or denies a request to register to vote from a uniformed
services applicant or an overseas voter, the registrar shall
provide the person with the reasons for the rejection.

(5) Any runoff election for a federal election shall be
considered a continuation of such federal election.

SECTION 5. Section 23-15-733, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

23-15-733. The registrar shall keep safely and unopened all
official presidential absentee ballots which are received
subsequent to the election. Upon receipt of such ballot, the
registrar shall write the day and hour of the receipt of the
ballot on its envelope. All such absentee ballots returned to the
registrar shall be safely kept unopened by the registrar for the
period of time required for the preservation of ballots used in
the election, and shall then, without being opened, be destroyed
in like manner as the used ballots of the election. Such

information shall be processed through the Statewide Election

Management System.

SECTION 6. Section 23-15-35, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:

[For municipalities that do not provide the information as
required by Section 1 of Chapter 532, Laws of 2008, until January
1, 2010, this section shall read as follows:]

23-15-35. (1) The clerk of the municipality shall be the
registrar of voters of the municipality, and shall take the oath
of office prescribed by Section 268 of the Constitution. The
governing authorities shall provide suitable municipal
registration books, which shall conform as nearly as practicable
to the county registration books. The registrar shall, as nearly

as may be practicable, and where not otherwise provided, comply
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with all the provisions of law regarding state and county
elections in keeping and maintaining such registration books and
in registering voters thereon. Applications for registration as
electors of the municipality shall be made upon a triplicate form
provided by and prepared at the expense of the county registrar,
which form shall conform as nearly as practicable to the
application for registration form provided for in Section

3= 5=39,

(2) The municipal clerk shall be authorized to register
applicants as county electors. The municipal clerk shall forward
notice of registration, a copy of the application for
registration, and any changes to the registration when they occur,
either by certified mail to the county registrar or by personal
delivery to the county registrar provided that a numbered receipt
is signed by the registrar in return for the described documents.
Upon receipt of the copy of the application for registration or
changes to the registration, and if a review of the application
indicates that the applicant meets all the criteria necessary to
qualify as a county elector, then the county registrar shall make
a determination of the county voting precinct in which the person
making the application shall be required to vote. The county
registrar shall send this county voting precinct information by
United States first-class mail, postage prepaid, to the person at
the address provided on the application. Any and all mailing
costs incurred by the municipal clerk or the county registrar in
effectuating this subsection shall be paid by the county board of
supervisors. If a review of the copy of the application for
registration or changes to the registration indicates that the
applicant is not qualified to vote in the county, the county
registrar shall challenge the application. The county election
commissioners shall review any challenge or disqualification,
after having notified the applicant by certified mail of the

challenge or disqualification.
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(3) The municipal clerk shall issue to the person making the
application a copy of the application, and the county registrar
shall process the application in accordance with the law regarding
the handling of voter registration applications.

(4) The receipt of a copy of the application for
registration sent pursuant to Section 23-15-39(3) shall be
sufficient to allow the applicant to be registered as an elector
in the municipality, provided that such application is not
challenged as provided for therein.

[From and after June 1, 2008, for municipalities that provide
the information as required by Section 1 of Chapter 532, Laws of
2008, and for all other municipalities from and after January 1,
2010, this section shall read as follows:]

23-15-35. (1) The clerk of the municipality shall be the
registrar of voters of the municipality, and shall take the oath
of office prescribed by Section 268 of the Constitution. The
municipal registration shall conform to the county registration
which shall be a part of the official record of registered voters
as contained in the Statewide Elections Management System. The
municipal clerk shall comply with all the provisions of law
regarding the registration of voters, including the use of the
voter registration applications used by county registrars and
prescribed by the Secretary of State under Sections 23-15-39 and
23-15-47 .

(2) The municipal clerk shall be authorized to register
applicants as county electors. The municipal clerk shall forward
notice of registration, a copy of the application for
registration, and any changes to the registration when they occur,
either by certified mail to the county registrar or by personal
delivery to the county registrar provided that a numbered receipt
is signed by the registrar in return for the described documents.
Upon receipt of the copy of the application for registration or

changes to the registration, and if a review of the application
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indicates that the applicant meets all the criteria necessary to
qualify as a county elector, then the county registrar shall make
a determination of the county voting precinct in which the person
making the application shall be required to vote. The county
registrar shall send this county voting precinct information by
United States first-class mail, postage prepaid, to the person at
the address provided on the application. Any and all mailing
costs incurred by the municipal clerk or the county registrar in
effectuating this subsection shall be paid by the county board of
supervisors. If a review of the copy of the application for
registration or changes to the registration indicates that the
applicant is not qualified to vote in the county, the county
registrar shall challenge the application. The county election
commissioners shall review any challenge or disqualification,
after having notified the applicant by certified mail of the
challenge or disqualification.

(3) The municipal clerk shall issue to the person making the
application a copy of the application and the county registrar
shall process the application in accordance with the law regarding
the handling of voter registration applications.

(4) The receipt of a copy of the application for
registration sent pursuant to Section 23-15-39(3) shall be
sufficient to allow the applicant to be registered as an elector
in the municipality, provided that such application is not
challenged as provided for therein.

(5) The municipal clerk of each municipality shall provide
the circuit clerk of the county in which the municipality is
located the information necessary to conform the municipal
registration to the county registration which shall be a part of
the official record of registered voters as contained in the
Statewide Elections Management System. If any changes to the

information occur as a result of redistricting, annexation or
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other reason, it shall be the responsibility of the municipal
clerk to timely provide the changes to the circuit clerk.

SECTION 7. The Attorney General of the State of Mississippi
shall submit this act, immediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney General of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Columbia in accordance with the
provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended and
extended.

SECTION 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Rights Act of 1965, as amended and extended.

PASSED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

March 1 2Q12
‘M
SPEAKER OF HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PASSED BY THE SENATE
BApril 4, 2012

HE SENATE
APPROY HE G NO;@L
A

FZ%5

GOVERNOR

H. B. No. 995
12/HR40/R13438G
Page 9



