Chapter No. _~— =

11/SS01/R1006SG
TN Jec/r4

SENATE BILL NO. 2869

Originated in SenatemJ%ﬁrW Secretary




SENATE BILL NO. 2869

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 37-15-38 AND 37-15-39, MISSISSIPPI
CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE AND CLARIFY THE PROVISIONS RELATING TO
DUAL ENROLLED STUDENTS AND DUAL CREDIT STUDENTS; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI:
SECTION 1. Section 37-15-38, Mississippi Code of 1972, 1is
amended as follows:

37-15-38. (1) The following phrases have the meanings

ascribed in this section unless the context clearly requires

otherwise:

(a) A dual enrolled student is a student who is

enrolled in a community or junior college or state institution of

higher learning while enrolled in high school.

(b) A dual credit student is a student who is enrolled

in a community or junior college or state institution of higher

learning while enrolled in high school and who is receiving high

school and college credit for postsecondary coursework.

(2) A local school board, the Board of Trustees of State
Institutions of Higher Learning and the State Board for Community
and Junior Colleges shall establish a dual enrollment system under
which students in the school district who meet the prescribed
criteria of this section may be enrolled in a postsecondary

institution in Mississippi while they are still in school.

(3) Dual credit eligibility. Before credits earned by a

qualified high school student from a community or junior college

or state institution of higher learning may be transferred to the
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student's home school district, the student must be properly
enrolled in a dual enrollment program.

(4) Admission criteria for dual enrollment in community and
junior college or university programs. The boards of trustees of
the community and junior college districts and the Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning may recommend to
the State Board of Education admission criteria for dual
enrollment programs under which high school students may enroll at
a community or junior college or university while they are still
attending high school and enrolled in high school courses.
Students may be admitted to enroll in community or junior college

courses under the dual enrollment programs if they meet that

individual institution's stated dual enrollment admission

requirements.

(5) Tuition and cost responsibility. Tuition and costs for
university-level courses and community and junior college courses
offered under a dual enrollment program may be paid for by the
postsecondary institution, the local school district, the parents
or legal guardians of the student, or by grants, foundations or
other private or public sources. Payment for tuition and any
other costs must be made directly to the credit-granting
institution.

(6) Transportation responsibility. Any transportation
required by a student to participate in the dual enrollment
program is the responsibility of the parent, custodian or legal
guardian of the student. Transportation costs may be paid from
any available public or private sources, including the local
school district.

(7) School district average daily attendance credit. When
dually enrolled, the student may be counted, for adequate
education program funding purposes, in the average daily

attendance of the public school district in which the student

attends high school.
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(8) High school student transcript transfer requirements.
Grades and college credits earned by a student admitted to a dual
credit program must be recorded on the high school student record
and on the college transcript at the university or community or
junior college and high school where the student attends classes.
The transcript of the university or community or junior college
coursework may be released to another institution or applied
toward college graduation requirements.

(9) Determining factor of prerequisites for * * * dual

enrollment courses. Each university and community or junior

college participating in a dual enrollment program shall determine

course prerequisites * * *. Course prerequisites shall be the

same for dual enrolled students as for regularly enrolled students

at that university or community or junior college.

(10) Process for determining articulation of curriculum

between high school, university, and community and junior college
courses. Postsecondary curricula for eligible courses currently
offered through Mississippi Curriculum Frameworks must meet the
prescribed competencies requirements. Eligible courses not
offered in Mississippi Curriculum Frameworks must meet the
standards established at the postsecondary level. Postsecondary
level developmental courses may not be considered as meeting the
requirements of the dual credit program. Dual credit memorandum
of understandings must be established between each postsecondary
institution and the school district implementing a dual credit
program.

(11) 1Imeligible courses for dual credit programs. Any
course that is required for subject area testing as a requirement
for graduation from a public school in Mississippi is not eligible
for dual credit.

(12) Eligible courses for dual credit programs. Courses

eligible for dual credit include, but are not necessarily limited

to, foreign languages, advanced math courses, advanced science
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courses, performing arts, advanced business and technology, and
career and technical courses. All courses being considered for
dual credit must receive unconditional approval from the
superintendent of the local school district and the chief

instructional officer at the participating community or junior

college or university in order for college credit to be awarded.
A university or community or junior college shall make the final
decision on what courses are eligible for semester hour credits.
The local school superintendent shall make the final decision on
the transfer of college or university courses credited to the
student's high school transcript.

(13) High school Carnegie unit equivalency. One (1)
three-hour university or community or junior college course is
equal to one-half (1/2) high school Carnegie unit. A full
Carnegie unit may be awarded for a three-hour university or
college course upon approval of the local superintendent. Partial
credit agreements for postsecondary courses that are less than
three (3) hours may be developed between a local school district
and the participating postsecondary institution.

(14) Course alignment. Once alignment is achieved between
university courses, community and junior college courses and the
State Board of Education approved high school courses, the
universities, community and junior colleges and high schools shall
periodically review their respective policies and assess the place
of dual credit courses within the context of their traditional

offerings.

(15) Maximum dual credits allowed. It is the intent of the

dual enrollment program to make it possible for every eligible
student who desires to earn a semester's worth of college credit
in high school to do so. A qualified dually enrolled high school
student must be allowed to earn an unlimited number of college or

university credits for dual credit * #* *
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(16) Dual credit program allowances. A student may be
granted credit delivered through the following means:

(2) Examination preparation taught at a high school by
qualified teacher. A student may receive credit at the secondary
level after completion of an approved course and passing the
standard examination, such as an Advanced Placement or
International Baccalaureate course through which a high school
student is allowed CLEP credit by making a three (3) or higher on

the end-of-course examination.

(b) College or university courses taught at a high

school or designated postsecondary site by a qualified teacher who
is an employee of the school district and approved as an
instructor by the collaborating college or university.

(c) College or university * * * courses taught at a
college, university or high school by an instructor employed by
the college or university and approved by the collaborating school
district.

(d) Online courses, including eligible courses offered
by the Mississippi Virtual Public School or any postsecondary
institution.

(17) Qualifications of dual credit instructors. A dual

credit academic instructor must meet the requirements set forth by

the regional accrediting association (Southern Association of

College and Schools). University and community and junior college

personnel have the sole authority in the selection of dual credit
instructors.

A dual credit career and technical education instructor must
meet the requirements set forth by the State Board for Community
and Junior Colleges in the qualifications manual for postsecondary
career and technical personnel.

(18) Guidance on local agreements. The Chief Academic

Officer of the State Board of Trustees of State Institutions of

Higher Learning and the Chief Instructional Officers of the State
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Board for Community and Junior Colleges and the State Department
of Education, working collaboratively, shall develop a template to
be used by the individual community and junior colleges and
institutions of higher learning for consistent implementation of
the dual enrollment program throughout the State of Mississippi.

SECTION 2. Section 37-15-39, Mississippi Code of 1972, is
amended as follows:

37-15-39. (1) The purpose of this section is to ensure that
each student has a sufficient education for success after high
school and that all students have equal access to a substantive
and rigorous curriculum that is designed to challenge their minds
and enhance their knowledge skill.

(2) The following words and phrases have the meanings
ascribed in this section unless the context clearly requires
otherwise:

(a) "Advanced placement course" means any high school
level preparatory course for a college advanced placement test
that incorporates all topics specified by recognized advanced
placement authorities on standards for a given subject area and is
approved by recognized advanced placement authorities.

* % %

(b) "Pre-advanced placement course" means a middle,
junior high or high school level course that specifically prepares
students to enroll and participate in an advanced placement
course.

(c) "Vertical team" means a group of educators from
different grade levels in a given discipline working cooperatively
to develop and implement a vertically aligned program aimed at
helping students from diverse backgrounds acquire the academic
skills necessary for success in the advanced placement program and
other challenging course work.

(d) "High concentration of low-income students" means,

when used with respect to a public school or school district, a
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public school or school district that serves a student population
with fifty percent (50%) or more being low-income individuals ages
five (5) through seventeen (17) years from a low-income family on
the basis of: data on children eligible for the free or
reduced-price lunches under the National School Lunch Act; data on
children in families receiving assistance under Part A of Title IV
of the Social Security Act; data on children eligible to receive
medical assistance under the Medicaid program under Title XIX of
the Social Security Act; or an alternate method of identifying
such children which combines or extrapolates that data.

(3) The State Board of Education shall establish clear,
specific and challenging training guidelines that require teachers
of advanced placement courses and teachers of pre-advanced
placement courses to obtain a recognized advanced placement
authority endorsed training. A teacher of an advanced placement
or pre-advanced placement course, or both, must obtain the
appropriate training.

(4) (a) In order to ensure that each student has a
sufficient education for success after high school and that all
students have equal access to a substantive and rigorous
curriculum that is designed to challenge their minds and enhance
their knowledge skill, school districts shall offer pre-advanced
placement courses to prepare students for advanced placement
course work.

(b) Subject to appropriation, funding shall be made
available for the 2007-2008 school year so that all sophomores in
Mississippi's public schools may take an examination that measures
the students' ability to succeed in an advanced placement course.
The State Department of Education shall seek federal funding
through the Advanced Placement Incentive Grant Program and other
available funding for this purpose. Funding efforts must be

focused with an intent to carry out advanced placement and
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pre-advanced placement activities in school districts targeted as
serving a high concentration of low-income students.

(c) The State Department of Education must approve all
classes designated as pre-advanced placement courses. The
department shall develop rules necessary for the implementation of
advanced placement courses.

(5) Beginning with the 2007-2008 school year, all school
districts must offer at least one (1) advanced placement course in
each of the four (4) core areas of math, English, science and
social studies, for a total offering of no less than four (4)
advanced placement courses. The use of the state's online
Advanced Placement Instructional Program is an appropriate
alternative for the delivery of advanced placement courses.

Any public high school offering the International
Baccalaureate Diploma Program is exempt from the requirements of
this subsection. However, the school may participate in teacher
training and program funding on the same basis as any high school
offering advanced placement courses.

SECTION 3. Each local school board shall adopt and implement

a written policy with regard to the school district's mandate or
requirement for the awarding of a minimum grade which is in
compliance with the grading policy requirement established by the
State Board of Education Policy 403.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2011.
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