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MINUTES 
MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY COLLEGE BOARD 

Friday, January 17, 2014 

The regular meeting of the Mississippi Community College Board was held at 9:00 a.m. on 
Friday, January 17, 2014, 3825 Ridgewood Road, Room 507 of the Education and Research 
Center in Jackson, Mississippi. 

Members present: Mr. Chip Crane, Chairman; Mr. Bruce Martin, Vice-Chairman; Mr. Lee Bush; 
Mr. Bubba Hudspeth; Mrs. Cheryl Thurmond; Mrs. Sue Stedman; Mr. John Pigott; and Mr. Todd 
Hairston. 

MCCB Staff in attendance: Dr. Eric Clark, Mrs. Deborah Gilbert, Dr. Debra West, Dr. Shawn 
Mackey, Dr. Joan Haynes, Mr. Ray Smith, Mr. Raul Fletes, Mr. Kell Smith, Mrs. Cynthia Jiles, Ms. 
Betina Brandon, Ms. Elmira Ratliff, and Ms. Audra Kimble. 

Guests in attendance: Mr. Chuck Rubisoff, Office of the Attorney General; Mrs. Hannah 
Robinson, College Savings Board, Dr. Casey Turnage, Director of P-20 Initiatives at IHL; and Mr. 
Dee Polk, Mississippi Economic Policy Center. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Vice-Chairman Martin called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. and read the meeting notice for the 
February 21, 2014, MCCB board meeting. 

MEETING NOTICE 

The regular monthly meeting of the Mississippi Community College Board will be held at 9:00 
a.m., Friday, February 21, at the Mississippi Community College Board, 3825 Ridgewood Road, 
Room 507 of the Education and Research Center in Jackson, Mississippi. This meeting may be 
conducted as a teleconference meeting. 

PRELIMINARIES 

Vice-Chairman Martin welcomed all board members and visitors and then asked Mr. Bubba 
Hudspeth to provide the Invocation. 

Approval of December 13, 2013 Meetin g  Minutes 

In a motion made by Mr. John Pigott and seconded by Mrs. Sue Stedman, the MCCB Board 
voted unanimously  to approve the minutes of the December 13, 2013, MCCB Board meeting. 

Ap proval of Agenda 

In a motion made by Mr. Bubba Hudspeth and seconded by Mr. Lee Bush, the MCCB Board 
voted unanimously to approve the January agenda. 

REPORTS/ACTIONS  

Executive Director's Report 

Dr. Eric Clark began his report by welcoming all board members and guests to the board 
meeting. 
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Dr. Clark reported that the 2014 legislative session convened on January 7, and he is focused on 
appropriations and the budgets of the community colleges and the MCCB agency. It was 
reported at our House Appropriations hearing on January 16, that tax collections are up and 
collections beat the estimate by $106 million. 

Chairman Chip Crane entered the meeting at 9:07 a.m. 

Dr. Clark reported that the Legislative Budget Committee's recommendations (LBR) were 
released December 3. The LBR proposed an increase of 3.3% or $8 million to the community 
college's support budget. We received $5 million for the current year and are asking for $14 
million next year for repair and renovation of college buildings (so-called "roof money"). 

The Governor's Executive Budget Recommendations (EBR) proposed $8 million in new money 
for the community colleges with a total of $14 million in "roof money" and level funding for 
MCCB's budget. 

Dr. Clark reported that we are asking to be included in the bond bills that come before the 
legislature. 

Dr. Clark reported that we have requested the following two bills to be introduced: 1) to conform 
all Mississippi Code sections to reflect that MCCB's new name is Mississippi Community College 
Board and, 2) to ask the Legislature to adopt a more generic name for the GED and change the 
name of the General Education Development test (GED) to reference a "high school equivalency" 
test that meets qualifications established by MCCB. 

Dr. Clark reported that there is growing support in the legislature for the state to fund a tuition gap 
program. Meridian Community College was the first of our community colleges to adopt a similar 
program. Representative Jerry Turner and Representative Nolan Mettetal are working with 
MCCB to draft a bill to produce this program statewide. The bill would call for a two year pilot 
program: $3 million the first year and $4.5 million the second year. Dr. Jessie Smith, president of 
Jones County Junior College, has proposed to name this legislation "The Mississippi Promise 
Bill." 

Dr. Clark reported that he is concerned about a potential bill pertaining to workforce training. Mr. 
Jay Moon, Director of the State Workforce Investment Board (SWIB), wants to make SWIB a 
more permanent group with significant permanent funding. Mr. Moon has proposed that the 
Legislature provide a $4 million injection to the WET Fund and divert an additional $1 million per 
year to the SWIB to hire staff and do numerous functions overseeing workforce training. The 
concern is that this would make SWIB a de facto state agency and would also be a duplication of 
what the community colleges are currently accomplishing. 

Dr. Clark introduced the two newest staff members to the Board: Ms. Betina Brandon, Training 
and Development Specialist, and Ms. Elmira Ratliff, Curriculum Specialist for Curriculum and 
Instruction unit. 

Dr. Clark reported that on December 31, the Department of Finance and Administration (DFA) 
approved MCCB's formalized actions of land survey and land transfer on our six acres of land. 
Chuck Rubisoff is helping to move along the paperwork to finalize that process. 

Dr. Clark provided an update on Holmes Community College's off-site campuses in Kosciusko 
and Mathiston. 

Dr. Clark reported that among the items on his calendar are the following: January 6, he met with 
Senator Sally Doty from Brookhaven, to address community college outreach efforts to combat 
teen pregnancy; on January 7, the Legislature convened; and later on January 7, he attended the 
College Savings Board Rules and Regulations Committee meeting; on January 8, he attended 
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Mississippi Economic Council Capital Day; and later on January 8, he attended the House 
Appropriations Committee meeting; and on January 16, we presented our FY 2015 budget 
requests to the House Appropriations committee. 

Dr. Clark reported that new board member orientation for Mr. Todd Hairston will be held following 
the adjournment of the January board meeting. 

Dr. Clark reported that on January 21, he plans to attend a meeting of the Senate Universities 
and Colleges Committee, where Dr. Jessie Smith will report on developmental education; on 
January 23, he plans to attend the Education Achievement Council (EAC) meeting; on January 
27, he plans to attend the full board meeting of the College Savings Board; on January 28, he 
plans to attend the MACJC presidents' meeting and the legislative luncheon at Galloway United 
Methodist Church in downtown Jackson; and later on January 28, he plans to speak to the GED 
graduates at East Central Community College. 

Dr. Clark concluded his report. 

Academic Affairs Report 

Dr. Joan Haynes presented Exhibit A, Exhibit B, Exhibit C, and Exhibit I), the summary report 
for the December 2013 meeting of the Commission on Proprietary School and College 
Registration, the CPSCR Docket, the Instructors' Report, and the Financial Report. These are for 
information only and do not require board approval. 

Dr. Haynes concluded her report. 

Career and Technical Education and Workforce Training Report 

Dr. Shawn Mackey presented Exhibit El, a new location and option request from Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community College to offer a degree, technical certificate, and career certificate for 
Maritime Technology: Marine Electrical Emphasis at the Haley Reeves Barbour Maritime Trades 
Academy. 

In a motion made by Mrs. Cheryl Thurmond and seconded by Mr. John Pigott, the MCCB Board 
voted unanimously  to approve the new location and option request from Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College to offer a degree, technical certificate, and career certificate for Maritime 
Technology: Marine Electrical Emphasis at the Haley Reeves Barbour Maritime Trades 
Academy. 

Exhibit E2 is a request from Holmes Community College to offer an AAS Degree option for the 
Critical Care Paramedic program. 

In a motion made by Mr. Lee Bush and seconded by Mrs. Cheryl Thurmond, the MCCB Board 
voted unanimousl y  to approve the request from Holmes Community College to offer an AAS 
Degree option for the Critical Care Paramedic program. 

Exhibit E3 is a new location request from Holmes Community College to offer the Interior Design 
Technology program at the Ridgeland Campus. 

In a motion made by Mr. Bubba Hudspeth and seconded by Mrs. Cheryl Thurmond, the MCCB 
Board voted unanimously to approve the new location request from Holmes Community College 
to offer the Interior Design Technology program at the Ridgeland Campus. 

Exhibit F is the standard Career Readiness Certificate chart. This is for information only and 
does not require Board approval. 
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Exhibit G is the Workforce Budget Report. This is for information only and does not require 
Board approval. 

Exhibit H is the standard WET Fund Revenue Report. This is for information only and does not 
require Board approval. 

Dr. Mackey concluded his report. 

Programs and Accountability Report 

Dr. Debra West presented Exhibit J, the request for approval from Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College for a new off-campus site: Haley Reeves Barbour Maritime Training Center 
in Pascagoula, MS. 

In a motion made by Mr. Bubba Hudspeth and seconded by Mr. Lee Bush, the MCCB Board 
voted unanimously to approve the request from Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College for a 
new off-campus site: Haley Reeves Barbour Maritime Training Center in Pascagoula, MS. 

Technology Report 

Mr. Ray Smith reported that data center expansion construction is scheduled to begin this week. 
The construction phase is a prerequisite for the redundancy project; this remains the focus for the 
Technology division. 

Mr. Smith concluded his report. 

eLearninq  and Instructional Technology Report 

Ms. Audra Kimble reported that virtual classes began this week. MSVCC currently hosts 300 
online students from Jackson State University and the University of Southern Mississippi. USM 
has asked to enroll approximately 150 more students. 

MSVCC is working on "mini-term" projects to increase the online start times. MSVCC intends to 
grow the 7 start times to 17 with a spring 2015 launch target. 

Ms. Kimble reported that MSVCC is also working on the Creating Futures Conference. Elearning 
is responsible for the pre-conference on March 5. They intend to offer 12 training sessions to 
address train-the-trainer, new technology, and best practices. 

Ms. Audra Kimble concluded her report. 

Research and Planning  Report 

Mr. Raul Fletes presented Exhibit I, a screen-shot showing that MCCB Statistical Enrollment 
Data is current and publically accessible on our website. This is for information only and does not 
require board approval. 

Mr. Fletes concluded his report. 

Deputy Executive Director Report, Finance and Administration 

Mrs. Deborah Gilbert presented the Finance report, as follows: 

Attachment 1 is the approval request for the February 2014 General Fund Disbursements out of 
Fund 2298 in the amount of $12,752,849.00. 
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Attachment 2 is the approval request for the Education Enhancement Fund Disbursements out 
of Fund 4080 in the amount of $3,251,455.00, and Fund 4110 in the amount of $82,112.00, 
totaling $3,333,567.00, effective January 31, 2014. 

In a motion made by Mr. Bubba Hudspeth and seconded by Mr. Lee Bush, the MCCB Board 
voted unanimously to approve Attachment 1: the February 2014 General Fund Disbursements 
out of Fund 2298 in the amount of $12,752,849.00 and Attachment 2: the Education 
Enhancement Fund Disbursements out of Fund 4080 in the amount of $3,251,455.00, and Fund 
4110 in the amount of $82,112.00, totaling $3,333,567.00, effective January 31, 2014. 

Next, Mrs. Gilbert reported on: 

Attachment 3: Financial Statements: 

(A) are the Financial Statements for Funds 2291, and Fund 4111 as of December 31, 2013. 

This is for informational purposes only and does not require approval. 

Next, Mrs. Gilbert reported on: 

Attachment 4: The New Mileage rate released for the upcoming year. Effective January 1, 
2014, the rate is $0.56, down from $0.565. 

This is for informational purposes only and does not require approval. 

Mrs. Gilbert concluded her report. 

Travel Authorizations  

In a motion made by Mr. Bubba Hudspeth and seconded by Mr. John Pigott, the MCCB Board 
voted unanimously to approve Mr. Lee Bush's and Mrs. Dolly Marascalco's travel to attend 
Mississippi Economic Council Day Capitol Day on January 8, 2014. 

OTHER BUSINESS  

No additional business. 

ADJOURNMENT  

In a motion by Mr. Bubba Hudspeth and in the absence of any further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 10:05 a.m. 

Dr. Eric Clark, Executive Director 
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Exhibits: 

Academic Affairs: CPSCR report 
CTE 
CRC Report 
Workforce and WET Fund Reports 
Research and Planning 
Technology 
eLearning & Instructional Technology 
Programs and Accountability _ Board Policy 9.2 
Finance Report 
Dr. Clark's Handouts & News Articles 

Exhibits A, B, C, and D 
Exhibits El, E2, and E3 
Exhibit F 
Exhibit G and H 
Exhibit I 
No Exhibit 
No Exhibit 
Exhibit J 
Separate Agenda 

6 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6

