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MINUTES 
MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY COLLEGE BOARD 

Friday, September 20, 2013 

The regular meeting of the Mississippi Community College Board was held at 9:00 a.m. on 
Friday, September 20, 2013, 3825 Ridgewood Road, Room 507 of the Education and Research 
Center in Jackson, Mississippi. 

Members present: Mr. Chip Crane, Chairman; Mr. Bubba Hudspeth; Mr. Lee Bush; Mrs. Cheryl 
Thurmond, Mr. John Pigott, Mr. Tom Gresham, Mr. Todd Hairston, and Mrs. Dolly Marascalco. 
Mr. Bruce Martin, Vice-Chair; and Mrs. Sue Stedman participated via conference call. 

MCCB Staff in attendance: Dr. Eric Clark, Mrs. Deborah Gilbert, Dr. Debra West, Dr. Shawn 
Mackey, Mr. Ray Smith, Dr. Joan Haynes, Mr. Raul Fletes, Mr. Kell Smith, Mrs. Audra Kimble, 
Mrs. Shane Hansen, and Mrs. Cynthia Jiles. 

Guests in attendance: Mr. Chuck Rubisoff, Office of the Attorney General; Dr. William Lewis, 
President of PRCC and of MACJC; Dr. Casey Turnage, Director of P-20 Initiatives at IHL; and 
Mrs. Emelia Norton, College Savings Board. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Crane called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and read the meeting notice for the 
October 18, 2013, MCCB board meeting. 

MEETING NOTICE 

The regular monthly meeting of the Mississippi Community College Board will be held at 9:00 
a.m., Friday, October 18, at the Mississippi Community College Board, 3825 Ridgewood Road, 
Room 507 of the Education and Research Center in Jackson, Mississippi. This meeting may be 
conducted as a teleconference meeting. 

PRELIMINARIES 

Chairman Crane welcomed all board members and visitors and then asked Mr. Lee Bush to 
provide the Invocation. 

Approval of August 16, 2013 Meeting  Minutes 

In a motion made by Mr. Lee Bush and seconded by Mrs. Cheryl Thurmond, the MCCB Board 
voted unanimously  to approve the minutes of the August 16, 2013, MCCB Board meeting. 

Approval of Agenda 

In a motion made by Mr. Lee Bush and seconded by Mrs. Cheryl Thurmond, the MCCB Board 
voted unanimously  to approve the September agenda. 

REPORTS/ACTIONS  

Oath of Office  

Mrs. Shane Hansen administered the oath of office to Mr. Todd Hairston. 
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Executive Director's Report 

Dr. Eric Clark began his report by welcoming all board members and guests to the board 
meeting. 

Dr. Clark reported that we have two new hires: Dr. Robin Parker, Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction; and Ms. Kathy Elliot, Director of Career and Technical Education. 

Dr. Clark reported that the Legislative Budget Office hearing was held Tuesday, September 17 
and thanked Mrs. Dolly Marascalco and Mr. Lee Bush for attending. Dr. Clark also commended 
Mrs. Deborah Gilbert and the finance staff for their excellent LBO preparation. 

Dr. Clark reported that The Washington Monthly released a national ranking of universities and 
community colleges. From a list of more than 700, Mississippi had three community colleges 
listed in the top 50: Mississippi Delta CC, 20; East Central CC, 23; and Itawamba CC, 34. 

Dr. Clark reported that the United States Department of Labor announced that MCCB did not 
receive the $21 million grant. Two Mississippi colleges were awarded grants: East Mississippi 
CC received $2.7 million for its grant proposal on manufacturing; and Hinds CC, as a member of 
a multi-state consortium focused on transportation, received $2.25 million. 

Dr. Clark reported that the community college presidents voted in August to send their State 
Longitudinal Data System (SLDS) data to MCCB for verification prior to being sent to the National 
Strategic Planning and Analysis Research Center (nSPARC) at Mississippi State. Dr. Clark 
emphasized that the data would remain the property of the community colleges and MCCB would 
act in a servicing role to deliver the data in an efficient "cleaned-up" manner. 

Dr. Clark reported that MCCB sent a letter on behalf of the Board to Dr. Muse thanking him for his 
35 years of service as president of Hinds Community College. 

Dr. Clark reported that a proposed nepotism policy will be presented at the October 2013 board 
meeting. 

Dr. Clark reported that the remaining relocation and reorganization of MCCB staff will begin on 
September 26. These moves allow the offices to flow more logistically and allow space for the 
new hires and the expansion of the data center. 

Dr. Clark reported that among the items on his calendar, on September 26, he plans to attend the 
Senator Thad Cochran luncheon hosted by the Mississippi Council on Economic Education; on 
October 3, he will speak to the Community College Leadership Academy at Copiah Lincoln CC; 
and on October 10, he will attend the inauguration of Dr. Valmadge Towner at Coahoma CC. 

Dr. Clark reported that October 4 is the deadline for nominations for the George F. Walker 
Workforce Award, and the Mississippi Association of Colleges (MAC) will hold its annual 
conference from October 20-22 at the Eagle Ridge Conference Center of Hinds CC. Dr. Clark 
reported that there had been some discussion about moving the date of the December 2013 
board meeting earlier in the month and asked if the Board wanted to consider making this 
change. 

In a motion made by Mr. Tom Gresham and seconded by Mrs. Dolly Marascalco, the MCCB 
Board voted unanimously to move the date of the December board meeting from December 20 
to December 13. 

Dr. Clark presented Exhibit A, a request for Board approval for Pearl River CC to purchase 9.2 
acres on U.S. Highway 49 adjacent to the Forrest County Center. Dr. Clark asked Dr. Lewis for 
comments about this request, and Dr. Lewis explained the need for the purchase. 
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In a motion made by Mr. Bubba Hudspeth and seconded by Mr. John Pigott, the MCCB Board 
voted unanimously to approve Pearl River CC's purchase of 9.2 acres on U.S. Highway 49 
adjacent to the Forrest County Center. 

Dr. Clark concluded his report. 

MACJC Report  

Dr. William Lewis provided information for the 15 community colleges. 

Mrs. Sue Stedman joined the meeting at 9:30 a.m. 

Career and Technical Education and Workforce Training  Report 

Dr. Shawn Mackey greeted the board members and presented Exhibit B, a request to approve 
the Early Adopt 30/45/60 SCH course sequence resulting in stackable credentials for the existing 
Post-Secondary Career and Technical Education programs of study at Pearl River Community 
College. 

In a motion made by Mr. John Pigott and seconded by Mr. Lee Bush, the MCCB Board voted 
unanimously to approve the request to Early Adopt the 30/45/60 SCH course sequence resulting 
in stackable credentials for the existing PS CTE programs of study at Pearl River Community 
College. 

Dr. Mackey presented Exhibit C, the standard Career Readiness Certificates chart. This is for 
information only and does not require board approval. 

Exhibit D1 and D2 is the standard Workforce Budget Report and the WET Fund Revenue 
Report. This is for information only and does not require board approval. 

Dr. Mackey concluded his report. 

Academic Affairs Report  

Dr. Joan Haynes presented Exhibit E, Exhibit F, Exhibit G, and Exhibit H, the summary report 
for the August 2013 meeting of the Commission on Proprietary School and College Registration. 
Dr. Haynes reported that there are now 51 proprietary schools governed by the proprietary 
commission. This is the largest number to date. This is for information only and does not require 
board approval. 

Dr. Haynes concluded her report. 

Technology  Report 

Mr. Ray Smith reported on and invited the Board to attend the 2014 Creating Futures Conference 
scheduled to be held March 5-7, 2014 at the Beau Rivage in Biloxi, Mississippi. Mr. Smith 
reported that this conference is the largest higher-education technology conference in the state 
and expects an even greater attendance for this conference. 

Mr. Smith reported that the technology division is working to install a new security software 
package, RSA. This technology will enable MCCB to reach beyond the normal security measures 
to not only keep intruders/hackers out, but to inform us as to who is accessing the system. This 
will engage a broader aspect of security analytics, fraud detection, and threat intelligence. 

Chairman Crane recessed the meeting at 9:52 a.m. and reconvened the meeting at 10:02 a.m. 
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eLearning & Instructional Technology Report 

Ms. Audra Kimble reported to the Board that 28,870 students are currently enrolled online for the 
fall 2013 term. These students are enrolled in 64,826 courses. 381 of these are Jackson State 
University and University of Southern Mississippi students, who through agreement, are enrolled 
in general education online courses. We are currently working to establish agreements with the 
Mississippi University for Women to provide online courses to their students. 

The annual MSVCC boot camp will be held in Biloxi, September 25-27. 

Research and Plannin g  Report 

Mr. Raul Fletes reported that the research division has completed the fall 2012 audit cycle. This 
is the second complete audit cycle for the eARS system, Electronic Audit Reporting System, 
developed in-house by Mr. lye Burnett. 

Programs and Accountability 

Dr. Debra West reported that with the new audit system, eARS, and the more efficient audit 
process, MCCB expects to have all enrollment audits current by February of 2014. 

Deputy  Executive Director Re port, Finance and Administration  

Mrs. Deborah Gilbert presented the Finance report, as follows: 

Attachment 1 is the approval request for the October 2013 General Fund Disbursements out of 
Fund 2298 in the amount of $9,634,636.00. 

Attachment 2 is the approval request for the Education Enhancement Fund Disbursements out 
of Fund 4080 in the amount of $3,251,455.00, and Fund 4110 in the amount of $82,112.00, 
totaling $3,333,567.00, effective September 30, 2013. 

In a motion made by Mr. Tom Gresham and seconded by Mr. Bubba Hudspeth, the MCCB Board 
voted unanimously  to approve attachments 1 and 2: 

Attachment 1, the approval request for the September 2013 General Fund 
Disbursements out of Fund 4080 in the amount of $9,634,636.00; and 

Attachment 2, the approval request for the Education Enhancement Fund 
Disbursements out of Fund 4080 in the amount of $3,251,455.00, and Fund 4110 in the 
amount of $82,112.00, totaling $3,333,567.00, effective August 31, 2013. 

Next, Mrs. Gilbert reported on: 

Attachment 3: Financial Statements: 

(A) is the Financial Statement for Funds 2291, Fund 4111, and Special Funds as of Close of 
FY 2013. 

(B) is the Lapse and Carryover Report - FY 2013. 

(C) is the Financial Statement for Funds 2291, Fund 4111, and Special Funds as of August 
31, 2013 (FY 2014). 
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This is for informational purposes only and does not require approval. 

Attachments 4: Contract/Purchasing Approvals: 

(A) Blackboard Collaborate. An instant messaging system designed for instant 
communication between faculty and students, as well as, systematic tools for tutoring. 
This request is for a one-year extension to the current contract until 8/30/2014. The 
Annual Licensing Fee is $436,755.00, and will be paid with MSVCC funds. 

In a motion made by Mr. Bubba Hudspeth and seconded by Mr. Lee Bush, the MCCB Board 
voted unanimously to approve the Purchasing Approval request for Blackboard Collaborate, 
an instant messaging system designed for instant communication between faculty and students, 
as well as, systematic tools for tutoring. This request is for a one-year extension to the current 
contract until 8/30/2014. The Annual Licensing Fee is $436,755.00, and will be paid with MSVCC 
funds. 

Next, Mrs. Gilbert reported on: 

Attachments 6: CJC Financial Reports: 

(A) is the Financial Report for Education & General Expenditures - FY 2013. 

(B) is the Financial Report for Revenue by Source & Expenditures by Function & Object - FY 
2013. 

(C) is the Financial Report for Auxiliary Revenue & Expenses- FY 2013. 

This is for informational purposes only and does not require approval. 

Mrs. Gilbert concluded her report. 

Travel Authorizations  

Chairman Crane asked for requests to authorize travel reimbursements for events other than 
regularly scheduled board meetings. 

In a motion by Mr. Bubba Hudspeth and seconded Mr. Tom Gresham, the MCCB Board voted 
unanimously to approve Mr. Lee Bush's and Mrs. Dolly Marascalco's travel to attend the 
Legislative Budget Hearing held on September 17. 

OTHER BUSINESS  

ADJOURNMENT 

In the absence of any further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:16 a.m. 
Rec• •ed b • 

■ - 
Cy is Jiles, Egutive Assistant 
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Exhibits:  

Executive Director _ Land Purchase Request (Pearl River CC) 
CTE Report 
Grants/CRC Report 
Workforce 
Academic Affairs 
Research and Planning 
Technology 
eLearning & Instructional Technology 
Programs and Accountability 
Finance Report 
Dr. Clark's Handouts & News Articles 

Exhibit A 
Exhibit B 
Exhibit C 
Exhibits D1 and D2 
Exhibits E, F, G, and H 
No Exhibit 
No Exhibit 
No Exhibit 
No Exhibit 
Separate Agenda 
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